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Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman
for having this Special Order.

Mr. Speaker, I have a bill I took over
for Mr. CONYERS with Mr. WALTER
JONES, a Republican, that says you
can’t fire Mr. Mueller without cause
and gives a redress in court. SHEILA
JACKSON LEE has another. We have to
be aware and alert. And if this happens,
the people have to let their Represent-
atives know, and particularly the Re-
publican Representatives know, that
they won’t stand for it and they won’t
have another Saturday Night Mas-
sacre, because Rosenstein said Mr.
Mueller has done nothing to be fired.
He probably would not fire him, which
means Rosenstein will be fired, and
that is the end of the rule of law, and
that is what makes us different from
other countries, makes us different
from dictators and autocrats.

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for his leadership. I
thank him for invoking the critical
Watergate analogy, the Saturday Night
Massacre with the firing of Archibald
Cox and other Department of Justice
officials who refused to cover up for the
President’s crimes and misdeeds. I
thank him for his legislation that
would try to empower the special coun-
sel not to be fired without a court’s
say-so at least, to build another check
and balance.

I thank him, also, for invoking what
is also taking place in Washington
right now, which is this massive as-
sault on the American middle class
through this so-called tax cut bill, this
tax scam, which would actually raise
taxes for tens of millions of Americans
while transmitting billions of dollars
up the income and wealth ladder.

Ever since we have arrived here, the
whole government has felt like a
money-making operation for a person,
a family, a small group of billionaires
in the Cabinet, a handful of people in
the country like the Koch brothers and
the Mercers. We cannot allow either
this assault on the basic middle class
economics of the country to go through
or this assault on the Constitution and
the rule of law, which we witnessed so
vividly yesterday in the House Judici-
ary Committee.

I want to thank the gentleman for
his service and for being one of the
first to blow the whistle about what is
taking place here.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include any extraneous
material on the subject of this Special
Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
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President and Members of the Senate,
whether originating as the Member’s
own words or being reiterated from an-
other source.

LET HIS HOLINESS THE DALAI
LAMA GO HOME

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Mas-
sachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN) is recog-
nized for the remainder of the hour as
the designee of the minority leader.

Mr. McCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, this
week, people all around the world are
commemorating Human Rights Day,
the annual celebration of the adoption
of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights.

Article 13 of the declaration affirms
that everyone has the right to leave
any country, including his own, and re-
turn to his country. I have that right.
As a citizen of the United States, I can
leave my country whenever I choose,
and I have the right to return whenever
I like. For me, this right is not theo-
retical. I exercise it every time I travel
abroad and every time I return home.

But, Mr. Speaker, His Holiness the
Fourteenth Dalai Lama, born and edu-
cated in Tibet, has not seen his home-
land since he was forced into exile in
1959.

The Dalai Lama, the spiritual leader
of Tibet, describes himself as a simple
Buddhist monk. He was recognized as
the reincarnation of the previous Thir-
teenth Dalai Lama when he was only 2
yvears old, and he was only 6 when he
began his monastic studies. But well
before he finished his education, at the
young age of 15, he was called upon to
assume political leadership after Chi-
na’s invasion of Tibet in 1950.

For the next 9 years, he worked to
preserve Tibet’s autonomy and Tibet’s
culture. But after years of growing re-
sentment against restrictions imposed
by the Chinese Communists, a full-
scale revolt broke out in March 1959,
and the Dalai Lama was forced to flee
as the uprising was crushed by Chinese
troops. On March 31, 1959, he began a
permanent exile in India, settling in
Dharamsala in northern India.

Since then, he has not returned to
Tibet, or, more accurately, he has
never been permitted to return. He has
spent more than 60 years in exile.

Today, the Dalai Lama is 82 years
old, a man renowned all over the world
for his commitment to peace. He has
consistently advocated for policies of
nonviolence, even in the face of ex-
treme aggression.

In 1989, he won the Nobel Peace Prize
in recognition of what was then his
nearly 30-year nonviolent campaign to
end China’s domination of his home-
land.

In 2007, the Congress awarded him
the Congressional Gold Medal, and at
the time, then-President George W.
Bush called him a man of faith and sin-
cerity and peace.

Now, I have long believed that the
Dalai Lama is part of the solution to
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resolving Tibetan grievances. There
was a time, from 1959 until 1979, when
the Tibetan goal was independence.
But since the 1970s, the Dalai Lama has
been looking for a way to resolve the
situation of the Tibetan people through
negotiations. In the late 1980s, he pro-
posed the Middle Way Approach as a
path toward Tibetan autonomy within
China.

His commitment to nonviolence and
his recognition as the spiritual leader
of Tibetans worldwide confers on him
an undeniable legitimacy that would be
of great benefit were China willing to
restart the dialogue that has been sus-
pended since 2010.

But the Chinese Government has not
recognized or taken advantage of this
opportunity to achieve a peaceful reso-
lution. Instead, Chinese authorities
continue to view the Dalai Lama with
suspicion, disparage him, and accuse
him of fomenting separatism. They
seem to believe that, with his inevi-
table death, they will be assured of
consolidating their hold on Tibet.

Well, I would not be so sure. Today,
all around the world, we are seeing the
consequences of repression of religious
and ethnic minorities. For the Chinese,
there is still time to recognize that in-
clusion and respect for human rights of
Tibetans offers the best path to secu-
rity.

So today, I call on China to follow a
different path. I call on the Chinese au-
thorities to affirm the right of the
Fourteenth Dalai Lama to return to
his homeland, whether to visit or to
stay. I call on them to welcome him
home, afford him the respect he de-
serves as a man of peace, and sit down
with him to resolve Tibetan grievances
so as to prevent the deepening of ten-
sions and eruption of conflict.

Were China to take such a step, I be-
lieve the international reaction would
be very positive. I would be among the
first to recognize and congratulate an
important gesture.

Mr. Speaker, we need to be in the
business of preventing and trans-
forming conflicts instead of being
forced to respond to their consequences
after the fact.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join me in calling on the Chinese au-
thorities to allow the Dalai Lama to
return to his homeland. The Chinese
Government should allow His Holiness
the Dalai Lama, who is revered all
around the world, the ability to go
back to his home, to go back to where
he was born.

This is a time for bold action, and I
urge my colleagues to speak out along
with me in urging the Chinese Govern-
ment to do the right thing. Now is the
time to raise our voices—now, before it
is too late.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF CAPTAIN
JOHN YATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the Chair recognizes the
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