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participate in various STEM demonstrations 
and explain the science behind them. 

Joseph is a proud big brother and the son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Jose and Kim Tran-Malan. In 
his free time, Joseph likes to travel and see 
new things, but is content with spending qual-
ity time at home with his family. He also loves 
to dance and use his imagination by building 
with LEGOs or by creating new worlds in the 
video game Minecraft. I am very proud of Jo-
seph. 

Therefore, I ask the House of Representa-
tives to join me in honoring achievement at a 
very young age by recognizing Joseph Tran- 
Malan for his participation in the Congres-
sional App Challenge. 
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Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize my friend Laura 
Weis, who was honored with the Distinguished 
Illinois Chamber of Commerce Executive 
Award last month. 

As CEO of the Champaign County Chamber 
of Commerce, Laura is a tireless advocate for 
the citizens, businesses and organizations 
throughout a community with nationally-recog-
nized educational institutions, technological 
and innovative start-ups, manufacturing com-
panies, and agricultural industries. 

Under Laura’s leadership, the Chamber has 
increased its membership and influence 
throughout the region. The Chamber and its 
staff continually engage with elected officials 
at every level of government to ensure com-
monsense, business-friendly policies are in 
place for the community. Through the Cham-
ber’s efforts, delegations of community and 
business leaders from the county have be-
come more engaged in public affairs through 
regular trips to Springfield and Washington, 
D.C. 

Outside of political advocacy, the Chamber 
has adopted numerous policies that support 
the local community, including the creation of 
an energy coop that has saved local busi-
nesses thousands of dollars, the development 
of a procurement center to assist businesses 
with government contracts, the institution of 
local disaster recovery plans, and oversight of 
countless online tools to help area businesses. 

Laura is a tremendous leader within my 
congressional district, and it is not hard to see 
her impact throughout Champaign County. I 
Congratulate Laura on this award, and I look 
forward to continuing to work with her through-
out the future. 
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Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
extend my congratulations to Frank Hancock 
on his retirement. 

This is a momentous occasion and I hope 
that he will take the time to reflect upon all his 
hard work over the past 22 years working for 
the Wyoming Department of Transportation 
(WYDOT). I thank him for his contributions to 
WYDOT and to our community. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, I would like to extend 
my congratulations to Frank Hancock on his 
retirement. I wish him the best in future en-
deavors. 
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Mr. KHANNA. Mr. Speaker, as a cosponsor 
of H.R. 4391, the Promoting Human Rights by 
Ending Israeli Military Detention of Palestinian 
Children Act, I am concerned with the United 
Nations (UN) reports highlighting the detention 
and mistreatment of Palestinian children. We 
should stand up for human rights in all cases, 
even when abuses are committed by our most 
trusted allies. 

Israel faces unique security threats and, un-
fortunately, some underage Palestinians do re-
sort to violence as a means of change. This 
is unacceptable, and the Palestinian leader-
ship needs to take more steps to prevent chil-
dren from being manipulated into becoming 
terrorists. 

The threat of child terrorism should not be 
an excuse, however, to torture those accused 
of such actions or deprive them of rights. 
Every minor should have a right to a lawyer, 
to due process, and to having their parents 
notified. 

I am encouraged by a 2015 UNICEF report 
indicating that Israeli authorities are taking 
steps to address alleged abuses. Although 
evidence of the ill-treatment of Palestinian chil-
dren detained still exists, I am hopeful that 
Israeli forces will ultimately fully comply with 
international human rights laws. 

Through continued discussions with the 
Israeli government, Mr. Speaker, I am hopeful 
changes will continue to occur. Doing so is in 
the best interest of Israel’s security and con-
sistent with their values. 
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Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I have had the 
pleasure of knowing many wonderful public 
servants over the course of my career, individ-
uals who dedicated themselves fully to their 
communities and neighbors every single day. 
In Yonkers, there has not been a more dedi-
cated and selfless public servant than my dear 
friend Liam McLaughlin, who this year is clos-
ing out his final term as Yonkers City Council 
President. 

I have known Liam for many years. His par-
ents, Bernadette and Pat, are close family 
friends, and both have a very strong sense of 
community Liam clearly adopted that spirit, 

and thus began a lifetime of working to 
strengthen Yonkers. 

Liam was raised in Yonkers and has lived 
there for more than 42 years. His wife, 
Debbie, is also from Yonkers. Now, the 
McLaughlin family lives only a few blocks from 
the house in which he grew up. Liam attended 
St. John the Baptist School, the same school 
that his son Ryan now goes to, and coaches 
his son on the same youth baseball fields that 
his father coached him on when he was a kid. 

A small business owner, Liam is a practicing 
trusts and estates attorney at McLaughlin & 
Zerafa LLP. Previously, he worked for several 
small law firms in the New York area, includ-
ing his own general practice law firm and the 
Corporation Counsel’s Office in the City of 
Yonkers. Liam was also an adjunct professor 
at Manhattan College. 

From 2000 to 2010, Liam served on the 
Yonkers City Council. He served in leadership 
roles including Majority Leader and Minority 
Leader. He also served on every major com-
mittee and was Chairman of the Budget & Fi-
nance Committee, as well as the Environ-
mental Policy & Protection Committee. In 
2013, he was elected as Council President by 
the voters of Yonkers, where he served with 
great distinction and honor. 

Outside of his duties as an elected official, 
Liam has also coached youth basketball and 
soccer with Dunwoodie Youth Association, 
and currently serves as President of the Lin-
coln Park Taxpayers Association. Liam is also 
a member of the Holy Name Society of St. 
John the Baptist Church, the Kerrymen’s P&B 
Association and the Ancient Order of Hiber-
nians of Westchester County. 

On December 18, 2017 the Yonkers com-
munity is coming together to celebrate Liam 
for all the remarkable work he has done and 
continues to do on behalf of his fellow Yon-
kers residents. He is most deserving of the 
recognition. I want to congratulate Liam on the 
occasion and offer my personal thanks for all 
of that tremendous work. He has certainly 
made Yonkers proud. 
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IN HONOR OF DANNY AND BECKY 
DELOREY’S 50TH WEDDING ANNI-
VERSARY 
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Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
extend my congratulations to Danny and 
Becky Delorey on their 50th Wedding Anniver-
sary. 

This significant benchmark is a symbol of 
their commitment to each other and to their 
family. I am happy to join their friends and 
family in extending my best to them on this 
special occasion. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, I would like to extend 
my congratulations to Danny and Becky on 
the celebration of their 50th Wedding Anniver-
sary. I wish them the best today and for many 
more blessed years to come. 
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