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planning for the Durham-Orange Light Rail 
Transit project. 

Even as he has worked to attract new ideas 
and new investment to Durham, Bill has 
worked tirelessly to ensure that all Durhamites 
would benefit from their community’s growth. 
He continues to serve as the Executive Vice 
President and Chief Operating Officer of the 
UDI Community Development Corporation, a 
non-profit organization dedicated to promoting 
the education and economic welfare of low-in-
come and underprivileged Durham residents. 

I have had the pleasure of knowing and 
working with Bill during his more than 40 
years in North Carolina politics, and especially 
since Durham became part of the Fourth Con-
gressional District in 1997. We worked to-
gether especially on appropriations projects, to 
improve the corridors to downtown, to remedy 
a ‘‘food desert,’’ and to develop affordable 
housing and livable neighborhoods. I and 
many others found Bill to be an ideal collabo-
rator, able and willing to work cooperatively 
with all sorts of people, ready to embrace new 
ideas and approaches, loyal to Durham and 
determined to realize its potential. 

Even as he retires from public office, Bill will 
continue to serve the people of Durham 
through UDI Community Development Cor-
poration and through his active involvement in 
other civic and charitable organizations. And 
his legacy will live on through the countless 
lives he has touched and the indelible impact 
he has made on the Bull City, which is today 

more prosperous, dynamic, and inclusive than 
ever before. 

Lisa and I, along with constituents in the 
Fourth District and colleagues in the North 
Carolina congressional delegation, want to 
thank Mayor Bell for his dedicated service and 
exceptional leadership and wish him and his 
family the very best as he begins the next 
chapter of his life. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 18, 2017 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, dur-
ing Roll Call votes held on December 18, 
2017, I was inescapably detained handling im-
portant matters related to my District and the 
State of Alabama. Had I been present, I would 
have voted No on Roll Call No. 685, the Mo-
tion to Fix the Convening Times and YEA on 
Roll Call Nos. 686 and 687, which are as fol-
lows: H.R. 4375, and STEM Research and 
Education Effectiveness and Transparency 
Act, and H.R. 3979, Keep America’s Refuges 
Operation Act. 
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 

1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, De-
cember 19, 2017 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
DECEMBER 20 

10:30 a.m. 
Committee on Environment and Public 

Works 
Subcommittee on Transportation and In-

frastructure 
To hold hearings to examine freight 

movement. 
SD–406 
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