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and successful civilian life. This bill 
will help our servicemembers to con-
tinue to serve our Nation in many new 
ways by filling 21st century jobs and 
keeping America on the cutting edge of 
innovation. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my friend, Mr. 
TAKANO, the ranking vice chair of the 
Veterans’ Affairs Committee and a fel-
low member on the Science, Space, and 
Technology Committee, for cospon-
soring this bipartisan legislation. I also 
salute all of my fellow veterans on the 
Science, Space, and Technology Com-
mittee who joined me in introducing 
this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such 
time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
4323, the Supporting Veterans in STEM 
Careers Act, and I thank Mr. DUNN and 
Mr. TAKANO for introducing this good 
legislation. 

The demand for a workforce equipped 
with STEM skills is growing. At the 
same time, many veterans developed 
valuable technical skills during their 
service. We must do more to take ad-
vantage of those skills and increase 
veteran participation in STEM careers 
if we are to meet the workforce de-
mands. 

This summer, I was pleased to see the 
passage of the Forever GI Bill, which 
extended GI benefits for veterans en-
rolled in STEM degree programs. Now 
that STEM degrees are more accessible 
for veterans, we must do more to sup-
port veterans during their transition 
into STEM degree programs and ca-
reers. 

H.R. 4323 directs the National 
Science Foundation to report data on 
veterans in STEM studies and careers 
and develop a plan to increase outreach 
to veterans. 

This bill also creates an interagency 
committee that will examine how Fed-
eral programs and policies can best be 
leveraged to equip veterans with the 
skills they need to transition into 
STEM careers. 

H.R. 4323 is a good step toward 
strengthening our STEM workforce 
and creating opportunities for an emi-
nently deserving sector of our citi-
zenry. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I yield such time 
as he may consume to the gentleman 
from California (Mr. TAKANO). 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentlewoman, the ranking member, 
for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong 
support of H.R. 4323, the Supporting 
Veterans in STEM Careers Act. 

I led this bill with the gentleman 
from Florida because finding ways to 

improve higher education for veterans 
is essential to our economy and critical 
to keeping our promise to those who 
serve. 

This legislation advances the great 
work being done by the National 
Science Foundation by requiring NSF 
to develop a plan to help more veterans 
enter science, technology, engineering, 
and math fields. 

In addition, it requires NSF to report 
available data on veterans partici-
pating in STEM fields. 

NSF will also be required to recruit 
veterans for existing NSF programs, 
including the Noyse Teacher Scholar-
ship program, and for cybersecurity- 
specific education and training pro-
grams. 

Finally, this bill creates an inter-
agency committee to help veterans and 
their spouses transition to STEM ca-
reers, including reporting on their 
progress. 

All of us understand the challenges 
veterans face when trying to further 
their education, but we have also seen 
what happens when former service-
members are empowered to success as 
civilians. After World War II, soldiers 
returned home to a GI Bill that 
sparked an era of innovation and eco-
nomic growth. 

By helping veterans enter STEM edu-
cation and research programs, this bill 
will help build a workforce that is pre-
pared to succeed in the modern econ-
omy. At the same time, it will drive 
some of our best and brightest into 
fields where they can make new discov-
eries and create new technologies that 
will redefine the world for future gen-
erations. 

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the oppor-
tunity to work with my Republican 
colleague, Mr. DUNN, and I encourage 
all Members to support this legislation. 
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Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I have no further 
requests for time. I urge support of this 
legislation, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further requests for time, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. DUNN) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 4323, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

NATIONAL SECURITY STRATEGY 
OF THE UNITED STATES—MES-
SAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE UNITED STATES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Armed Services: 
To the Congress of the United States: 

Consistent with section 108 of the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947, as amended 
(50 U.S.C. 3043), I have enclosed the Na-
tional Security Strategy of the United 
States. 

This National Security Strategy sets 
forth my guidance and direction for an 
America First foreign policy and 
charts a path to achieving the goals 
and objectives that will make America 
great again. 

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, December 18, 2017. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess for a pe-
riod of less than 15 minutes. 

Accordingly (at 6 o’clock and 16 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. HULTGREN) at 6 o’clock 
and 30 minutes p.m. 

f 

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW 

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule XVI, I move that 
when the House adjourns today, it ad-
journ to meet at 9 a.m. tomorrow for 
morning-hour debate and 10 a.m. for 
legislative business. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, this 15- 
minute vote on the motion to fix the 
convening time will be followed by 5- 
minute votes on motions to suspend 
the rules on: 

H.R. 4375, by the yeas and nays; and 
H.R. 3979, by the yeas and nays. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 216, nays 
169, not voting 46, as follows: 

[Roll No. 685] 

YEAS—216 

Abraham 
Aderholt 
Allen 
Amodei 
Arrington 

Babin 
Bacon 
Banks (IN) 
Barletta 
Barr 

Barton 
Bergman 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (MI) 
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