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Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 

there are very few legislative days left 
this calendar year, and the House has 
yet to debate and vote on the Dream 
Act or any legislative proposal that 
would shield our DREAMers from de-
portation. 

The administration created an arbi-
trary deadline of March 5 before the 
DACA program begins to phase out. 
However, Mr. Speaker, we cannot, we 
should not, and we must not wait until 
the very last minute to take action. 

Every day that goes by, DREAMers 
are losing protections; they can’t get 
that job they so desperately need; and 
they can’t apply to the school that 
they want. Simply put, their lives have 
been put on hold. 

Mr. Speaker, Members have seen me 
come to the floor time after time to 
advocate for these hardworking, young 
Americans because I wholeheartedly 
believe that we need to get this done 
rapidly. The American people agree, 
and many of our colleagues from both 
sides of the aisle agree. 

So I urge each one of my colleagues 
to look at the ideals of compassion and 
opportunity that have long character-
ized our generous and great country 
and allow a vote to help our DREAM-
ers. The time for Congress to take ac-
tion is now. 

f 

HONORING U.S. ARMY COLONEL 
JOSEPH TOPPIN’S 100TH BIRTHDAY 

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Colonel Joseph Toppin 
of Edison, New Jersey, on the occasion 
of his 100th birthday. 

Colonel Toppin entered the military 
in 1948, the same year that a wavering 
President named Harry Truman finally 
prohibited racial discrimination in the 
Armed Forces. Colonel Toppin rose to 
become the first African American to 
serve as battalion commander for the 
Army’s 40th Infantry Division. 

The colonel has dedicated his life to 
improving the quality of our democ-
racy and making the world a safer 
place. He helped with postwar planning 
for the development of Korea. He also 
was the principal planner for the 
Army’s ship-to-shore discharge oper-
ations along the west coast of France. 
And Colonel Toppin was the inspector 
general for Fort Dix in New Jersey. 

Upon leaving the Army, he had an il-
lustrious career at Bethlehem Steel 
Corporation. 

Colonel Toppin is now retired, but he 
has still not stopped inspiring those 
around him, which is why I stand here 
tonight. Mr. Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues to join me in honoring Colonel 
Toppin on his 100th birthday and for 
his service to the United States of 
America. 

DISAPPEARANCE OF RHINOS AND 
ELEPHANTS 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, wild-
life trafficking is a much larger prob-
lem than many realize. This illegal ac-
tivity is connected to two major con-
cerns: one, extinction of species; and, 
two, the funding of terrorist organiza-
tions. 

Rhinos are killed for their horns, and 
elephants are killed for their tusks. 
The handful of rhinos in Africa are al-
most extinct, and 100 African elephants 
are killed by ivory poachers a day. 

Illegal wildlife trade serves as a 
source of cash flow for thugs like ter-
rorists and international criminal or-
ganizations. They fund many of their 
deadly activities by poaching animals 
and then selling the parts internation-
ally. 

Adding to the problem is the fact 
that some foreign authorities are cor-
rupt and complicit in trafficking. 

All nations must take an aggressive 
stand to prevent this trafficking. This 
starts with the stopping of the illegal 
transport of ivory and rhino horns. 

The nations of the world must tight-
en the screws against those who par-
ticipate in this destruction of wildlife; 
otherwise, the only place our kids will 
see rhinos and elephants is on the Dis-
ney Channel. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

AMTRAK CASCADES ACCIDENT 
(Mr. HECK asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HECK. Mr. Speaker, no Member 
of this body ever wants to come to this 
dais and say what I am about to say. 

This morning, a train derailed as it 
crossed Interstate 5 near DuPont, 
Washington, in the heart of my dis-
trict, sending railcars to the roadway 
below. 

Lives were lost and families were 
shattered. Loved ones are severely in-
jured, including a family member of 
one of my staffers. All this, of course, 
right in the middle of the holiday sea-
son. 

Right now, many questions beg for 
answers. We need to determine what 
went wrong, and the NTSB will be in-
vestigating. But, for now, I am grateful 
for our first responders and the com-
munity for stepping up. So many set 
aside their grief and reported for duty, 
including many first responders who 
came in on their day off. 

Our hearts go out to the families im-
pacted by this horrific tragedy, and we 
ask for everyone’s prayers for the vic-
tims to continue to recover. 

f 

IMPROVE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR 
END-STAGE RENAL DISEASE PA-
TIENTS 
(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today as a cosponsor and supporter of 
the bipartisan Dialysis PATIENTS 
Demonstration Act, which provides 
better care for patients who are suf-
fering from end-stage renal disease, 
also known as kidney failure. 

Currently, there are about 9,000 Min-
nesotans who suffer from end-stage 
renal disease. Many of these patients 
spend hours and hours enduring mul-
tiple hospital visits each and every 
week to treat this disease; and, on top 
of that, they oftentimes also have to 
travel to a different location to get 
treatment for other health conditions 
they may have as well. 

This legislation will allow dialysis 
centers to provide integrated care for 
patients by bringing in providers so 
that people can receive comprehensive 
treatments all in the same place. These 
patients will also be able to see addi-
tional benefits, like transportation 
services, dental care, and vision care. 

Mr. Speaker, let’s pass this bill so we 
can improve the quality of life for this 
vulnerable patient population by co-
ordinating the care system and making 
it easier for them to receive their 
treatments. 

f 

REPUBLICAN TAX PLAN 

(Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Speak-
er, tomorrow, the Members of the 
House will cast a vote on the tax con-
ference committee report, the final 
version of the Republican tax plan. 

The Republican leadership rushed 
this bill to the finish line at the ex-
pense of small-business owners and 
working families. I strongly urge my 
colleagues to vote ‘‘no.’’ 

As a former small-business owner, I 
understand firsthand the importance of 
tax simplification. Unfortunately, this 
bill does the opposite: it complicates 
our Tax Code while giving companies 
fewer than 2 weeks to adjust before it 
goes into effect. This creates serious 
uncertainty for small-business owners 
who create jobs and invest in our com-
munities. 

I support reforming our Tax Code, 
but I ask my colleagues to stop rushing 
this process and to put working fami-
lies first. There is simply too much at 
stake. 

We can simplify our tax system with-
out exploding the national debt and 
spiking healthcare premiums. For the 
sake of our economy and our future, we 
need to kill this bill. 

f 

NATIONAL PARK FOUNDATION’S 
50TH ANNIVERSARY 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 
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Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Speaker, today marks 50 years 
since President Lyndon B. Johnson 
signed a bill into law officially estab-
lishing the National Park Foundation. 

The National Park Foundation works 
to enrich America’s national parks and 
programs, safeguard our heritage, and 
engage the next generation of national 
park enthusiasts. 

Celebrating 50 years, the National 
Park Foundation is the official charity 
of America’s national parks and non-
profit partner to the National Park 
Service. 

Chartered by Congress in 1967, the 
National Park Foundation raises pri-
vate funds to help protect more than 84 
million acres of national parks through 
critical conservation and preservation 
efforts. It works to connect all Ameri-
cans with their incomparable natural 
landscapes, vibrant culture, and rich 
history. And, the National Park Foun-
dation helps to engage the next genera-
tion of park stewards. 

In 2016, we proudly commemorated 
the National Park Service’s 100th anni-
versary. The National Park Founda-
tion launched the Centennial Cam-
paign for America’s national parks, a 
comprehensive effort to strengthen and 
enhance the future of our parks. 

Mr. Speaker, I wholeheartedly thank 
the National Park Foundation for all 
that it does to support our national 
treasures for another 100 years. 

Congratulations. 
f 

RECOGNIZING JOHN ANDERSON 
(Mr. FERGUSON asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the distinguished 
career of John Anderson of Kia Motors. 
John is retiring at the end of this year, 
after 33 years in the auto industry. 

From General Motors, to Delphi, to 
Kia, John has seen the ups and downs 
of the auto industry and has more than 
earned his retirement. But, this is a 
bittersweet moment for many of us in 
my hometown of West Point, Georgia. 

Kia opened a Washington office in 
conjunction with opening its manufac-
turing plant in 2010. The plant opened 
when I was mayor and Sonny Perdue 
was Governor. John was on the job 
then and has been there every day as 
the head of Washington’s office since it 
opened. 

From the beginning of his career at 
Disney’s Epcot Center, when he was 
the General Motors guy explaining the 
future of the industry, to his current 
role at Kia, John has made the auto-
motive industry better; and he has 
done it with a remarkable touch of hu-
manity and friendship along the way. 

John has been a great advocate for 
my hometown, for my district, and for 
the industry of Kia that now calls it 
home. As he moves into retirement 
with his wife, Joanna, as they get to 
spend a little time together, we wish 
him well in his retirement. 

RECOGNIZING DR. LESTER B. 
JOHNSON, JR. 

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the life of 
Dr. Lester Johnson, Jr., who passed 
away on November 29, 2017, at 91 years 
of age. Dr. Johnson’s work to provide a 
high-quality education to all students 
in Savannah, Georgia, has truly made 
our community a better place to live. 

His teaching career spanned 43 years, 
with 20 of those years teaching at Al-
fred E. Beach High School, a place 
where he was a student himself. Dr. 
Johnson passionately taught industrial 
arts and mathematics classes, and he 
received the Beach High School Teach-
er of the Year Award in 1961. 

In 1969, Dr. Johnson began to teach 
students at Savannah State Univer-
sity, where he later received the uni-
versity’s Distinguished Teaching 
Award in 1991. 

Dr. Johnson’s accomplishments don’t 
stop with education. A few of his many 
accomplishments include being a 
former State representative and the 
first African-American Eagle Scout in 
Savannah. 

Dr. Lester Johnson’s students leave 
his legacy throughout the First Con-
gressional District and the rest of our 
Nation. He will truly be missed. 

f 

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA 

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize National Wreaths 
Across America Day, a tribute held an-
nually to honor and remember those 
servicemembers who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice in service to our great 
Nation. 

Since Congress designated Wreaths 
Across America a national day of re-
membrance in 2007, Americans have 
joined together at Arlington National 
Cemetery and in their local commu-
nities to honor our veterans who have 
passed on. 

This year, more than 1 million 
wreaths were laid at over 1,300 ceme-
teries throughout the country. 245,000 
wreaths were placed by thousands of 
volunteers at Arlington National Cem-
etery. 

On Saturday, in a virtual blizzard, I 
had the distinct honor of joining the 
Rome-Utica Chapter of the Military Of-
ficers Association; the Navy ROTC stu-
dents from Proctor High School in 
Utica, New York; and members of the 
Marine Corps League at Saint Peter’s 
Church in Rome, New York. 

As we laid wreaths on the graves of 
our fallen servicemen and -women, we 
took a moment to say each veteran’s 
name, to remember each individual’s 
life of service, sacrifice, and the fami-
lies they left behind. 

Divided by distance but not by spirit, 
on Saturday, millions of Americans 
came together in a common mission to 
honor and remember our fallen heroes. 

f 

b 1930 

CONGRATULATING SHASTA HIGH 
SCHOOL WOLVES 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
tonight to offer a hearty congratula-
tions to the Shasta High School Wolves 
of Redding, California, for their foot-
ball championship this year. They won 
the north section. They won the North-
ern California Championship and made 
their first ever visit to the California 
State Championship, where they 
played down in southern California 
over the weekend. 

Though they came up a little bit 
short, they did have an early lead in 
that game after all that travel. So, in-
deed, congratulations to that program 
at Shasta High School and to the 
Wolves of Redding, California. 

It is teamwork that really makes 
this happen, and that is exemplified by 
the north State’s leading rusher, Vince 
Smith, when he was quoted: ‘‘The thing 
that was different about this season 
was that we actually really cared 
about each other and we were family. 
Every play, we’d use our hearts and 
fight for each other.’’ 

That is teamwork. That is the spirit. 
Congratulations, Shasta High School 
Wolves. 

f 

TAX BILL IMPACTING VETERANS 
AND ACTIVE-DUTY MILITARY 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 
wherever I go throughout my district 
and speak to an audience, I always ac-
knowledge the veterans and Active- 
Duty military. I think that is one uni-
fying factor for this Congress and for 
this Nation. 

Today, the President offered a na-
tional security strategy. During his 
first 12 months, that strategy has been 
haphazard and lacking understanding. 
All of us, however, want to have a 
strong military, strong military fami-
lies, and strong resources for our Ac-
tive Duty and our veterans. 

It is sad, however, that in the next 2 
days we will be voting on a tax bill 
that will take $2.3 trillion out of our 
budget and create a debt. It will raid 
Medicare and Medicaid, impacting 
some of those very soldiers and vet-
erans’ families. As well, in this new 
bill, the top 1 percent will get 83 per-
cent of this tax bill. 

Isn’t it interesting, if you are a fam-
ily of four making $59,000, there will be 
$1,800 not given to you but taken away? 

We can’t have it all, Mr. Speaker. We 
can’t have a strong strategy, of which 
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