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“The untold story of Project Cas-
sandra illustrates the immense dif-
ficulty in mapping and countering il-
licit networks in an age where global
terrorism, drug trafficking, and orga-
nized crime have merged, but also the
extent to which competing agendas
among government agencies—and
shifting priorities at the highest lev-
els—can set back years of progress.”’

And that is exactly what happened
under Bob Mueller and President
Obama’s administration.

And this b6-page article appears very
well documented, and it actually ap-
pears well done. It has John Brennan in
here creating problems for the inves-
tigation into the drugging and laun-
dering of money to help finance ter-
rorist operations.

And one part of this is they killed
this investigation. They were afraid it
would prevent the Iran agreement from
going forward. Well, it didn’t go for-
ward. It was never constitutionally
ratified. The Corker bill was just that:
it was a bill. It could not turn the Con-
stitution upside down, as it attempted
to do.

The Constitution makes clear that it
takes two-thirds of the Senate to ratify
a treaty. It doesn’t matter what the
bill says; it will only take one-third to
ratify a treaty. It doesn’t work that
way. If you want that to be the law, it
takes a constitutional amendment to
do that. We didn’t have one. Therefore,
it took two-thirds to ratify, and the
Iranian agreement is still not ratified.

But, nonetheless, though it wasn’t
ratified, it didn’t keep the President
from sending $100 billion or so in dol-
lars over to Iran. We know Iran is the
largest producer of IEDs in Iraq.

As I sat at the funeral of this pre-
cious, young 20-year-old gentleman,
who went to my daughter’s high
school, Alex Missildine, killed by an
IED, I just sat there going: I wonder if
the money President Obama sent paid
for the production of the IED that
killed our precious Alex?

It has been paid. It is paying for
something. We know that Iran is using
it—Certainly part of their military op-
erations are continuing to kill Ameri-
cans in other places.

Yet you had Project Cassandra that
was closing in on Hezbollah, closing in
on the drug production, drug sales, the
laundering of money through the used
car, shipping used cars around. And
then, 1o and behold, a reminder of what
has happened right here on Capitol Hill
that Luke Rosiak has been pursuing.

Here is an article from February 20,
2017, from the Daily Caller, entitled:
““House Dem IT Guys In Security Probe
Secretly Took $100,000 in Iraqi Money,”
from a Hezbollah tie.

The article says:

‘““Rogue congressional staffers took
$100,000 from an Iraqi politician while
they had administrator-level access to
the House of Representatives’ com-
puter network, according to court doc-
uments examined by The Daily Caller
News Foundation’s Investigative
Group.
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“The money was a loan from Dr. Ali
al-Attar, an Iraqi political figure, and
was funneled through a company with
‘impossible’-to-decipher financial
transactions that the congressional in-
formation technology, IT, staffers con-
trolled.

“Imran Awan, ringleader of the
group that includes his brothers Abid
and Jamal, has provided IT services
since 2005 for Florida Democrat Rep-
resentative DEBBIE WASSERMAN
SCHULTZ, the former Democratic Na-
tional Committee, DNC, chairwoman.
The brothers are from Pakistan.

“The trio also worked for dozens of
other House Democrats, including
members of the Intelligence, Foreign
Affairs, and Homeland Security Com-
mittees. Those positions likely gave
them access to congressional emails
and other sensitive documents.

“The brothers, whose access to House
IT networks has been terminated, are
under criminal investigation by the
U.S. Capitol Police.”

“Investigators found that congres-
sional information was being copied to
an off-site server and they suspect the
brothers of improperly accessing infor-
mation and stealing congressional
property. Chiefs of staff for the em-
ploying Democrats were notified Feb-
ruary 2.

““Soon after Imran began working for
Members of Congress, Imran’s and
Abid’s wives—Hina Alvi and Natalia
Sova—also began receiving congres-
sional paychecks, the DCNF found.
Imran’s employers included two mem-
bers of the Intelligence Committee.

“By 2009, the family was simulta-
neously managing a full-time car deal-
ership in Virginia, with Abid running
day-to-day operations after contrib-
uting $250,000 in startup cash. It was
called Cars International A, LLC, re-
ferred to as ‘“CIA” in court docu-
ments.”’

Cars International A, referred to as
CIA. Isn’t it clever.

“Imran boasted unusual clout among
House Democrats, and was even pic-
tured conversing with former President
Bill Clinton. After Rao Abbas, who was
owed money by the dealership, threat-
ened to sue amid allegations of decep-
tion and theft, Abbas appeared on the
congressional payroll and received
$250,000 in taxpayer payments.”’

Incredible. You owe somebody for an
illicit car dealership, and you can’t
pay. Just put them on the House em-
ployee system; and they will be on the
congressional payroll, and you can pay
off $250,000. That must have been a
heck of a percentage, though. They
borrowed $100,000 from this guy with
Hezbollah contact, and they have to
pay him back $250,000. Of course, in
their case, they were very fortunate,
because they did it with the House pay-
roll. There is no evidence that Mr.
Abbas ever lifted a finger to do any
work, and for good reason. We wouldn’t
want him involved in all of the inner
workings of our computer systems on
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the Hill. Who knows. Maybe he did.
Maybe that was part of the payoff as
well.

““Abid had ‘100 percent’ of the dealer-
ship, a one-time business partner said
in court documents, in addition to his
$165,000-a-year job working full-time
for multiple representatives. . . .”

Mr. Speaker, this story Politico has
run seems to have a lot of parallels to
what was going on right here in the
House that needs further investigation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 15 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. WOODALL) at 11 o’clock
and 4 minutes p.m.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 1,
TAX CUTS AND JOBS ACT; PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 3312, SYSTEMIC RISK DES-
IGNATION IMPROVEMENT ACT
OF 2017; AND FOR OTHER PUR-
POSES

Mr. SESSIONS, from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 115-474) on the resolution (H.
Res. 667) providing for consideration of
the conference report to accompany
the bill (H.R. 1) to provide for rec-
onciliation pursuant to titles IT and V
of the concurrent resolution on the
budget for fiscal year 2018; providing
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 3312)
to amend the Dodd-Frank Wall Street
Reform and Consumer Protection Act
to specify when bank holding compa-
nies may be subject to certain en-
hanced supervision, and for other pur-
poses; and for other purposes, which
was referred to the House Calendar and
ordered to be printed.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mrs. NAPOLITANO (at the request of
Ms. PELOSI) for today.

Ms. McCoLLUM (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today on account of official
business in district.

————

JOINT RESOLUTION PRESENTED
TO THE PRESIDENT

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported that on December 8, 2017, she
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