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Judge Willet’s opinion is at best mis-
informed. I hope that Judge Willet’s 
views have evolved since he wrote that 
opinion for then-Governor George W. 
Bush. 

I also hope my colleagues will start 
to recognize that they are setting a 
dangerous precedent by turning the 
Senate into an assembly line for highly 
ideological judges who appear to be 
more aligned with a political agenda 
that the impartial administration of 
justice. 
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HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

SERGEANT JONATHON MICHAEL HUNTER 
Mr. DONNELLY. Mr. President, 

today I wish to recognize and honor the 
extraordinary service and sacrifice of 
U.S. Army SGT Jonathon Michael 
Hunter of Columbus, IN. Dedication to 
his country, loyalty to his fellow 
servicemembers, and a deep love for his 
family were the qualities that defined 
Jonathon’s life. 

Jonathon graduated from Columbus 
East High School in 2011. While in high 
school, Jonathon played football for 4 
years and was described by his coach as 
an unselfish player who put the team 
first. After high school, Jonathon pur-
sued his dream of becoming a music 
producer in Nashville, TN, before en-
rolling at Indiana State University in 
Terre Haute, where he studied crimi-
nology and business. A selfless young 
man, Jonathon left college to join the 
Army. 

In the Army, he was a member of the 
1st Brigade Combat Team, 82nd Air-
borne Division in Fort Bragg, NC. 
There he distinguished himself among 
his fellow soldiers as cheerful and a 
man of faith, who loved his country 
and fellow servicemembers. Jonathon 
enlisted in the Army because of his in-
tense love for his country and wanted 
to make a difference in the lives of his 
fellow countrymen. 

On Wednesday, August 2, 2017, 
Jonathon and one other American sol-
dier were tragically killed in a suicide 
bombing attack on a NATO convoy in 
southern Afghanistan, a mere 32 days 
into his first deployment. Among some 
of the awards he earned for his service 
were a Purple Heart, Bronze Star, 
NATO Medal, the Army Good Conduct 
Medal, and Combat Infantry Badge. 
Jonathon was also a proud paratrooper 
who earned the German Parachutist 
Badge and was also an expert marks-
man. 

Jonathon put his life on the line in 
order to protect his country, and we 
are forever grateful for his service. 

Jonathon was a devoted patriot, son, 
and husband. He is survived and will be 
deeply missed by his wife, Whitney; his 
parents Mark Hunter of Columbus and 
Kimberly and Brian Thompson of Nash-
ville, IN; his brother, Marcus Hunter; 
his sisters Lindsey—and her husband, 
Andy—England and Kelsey Thompson; 
his grandparents Jack and Linda Gil-
bert, Keith and Beulah Thompson, and 
Theola Hunter; as well as many rel-

atives, friends, his U.S. Army family, 
and Hoosiers from across our great 
State. 

Jonathon set an example for others 
and will be remembered for his strong, 
selfless character and his drive to fight 
for justice and to make the world a 
better, more peaceful place. Let us re-
member and emulate the shining exam-
ple this brave man set for us and honor 
his commitment to serving his fellow 
citizens. May God welcome Jonathon 
home and give comfort to his family. 
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TRIBUTE TO MAJOR MATTHEW W. 
TAYLOR 

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to commend Maj. Matthew W. 
Taylor, USAF, for his dedication to 
duty and service as an Air Force legis-
lative fellow. Matt, a special oper-
ations pilot, was recently selected to 
be the assistant to the Vice Com-
mander of the Special Operations Com-
mand, SOCOM, a post he will assume in 
January. 

A native of Ohio, Matt received a 
bachelor of arts degree in political 
science from Miami University and was 
commissioned as an officer following 
graduation. He earned his wings and 
qualified as an Air Force pilot fol-
lowing completion of undergraduate 
pilot training. Matt also has secured a 
master’s degree in diplomacy from 
Norwich University. 

Matt has served in a broad range of 
assignments during his career with the 
U.S. Air Force. He has served as the 
deputy commander of the 353rd Expedi-
tionary Special Operations Group and 
as an MC–130P instructor pilot and 
flight commander of the 17th Special 
Operations Squadron. In addition to 
serving overseas in Europe, Asia, and 
Africa, Major Taylor has also been de-
ployed in support of operations in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. 

Matt’s leadership has brought great 
credit to the Air Force. I appreciate 
and commend his commitment to con-
tinue to serve our Nation in an era 
when pilot shortages are a growing 
concern for U.S. military leaders. 

This year, Matt was selected to be an 
Air Force congressional fellow assigned 
to my office. In this role, Matt has 
served the State of Mississippi and the 
Nation admirably. I have enjoyed the 
benefit of Matt’s counsel over the past 
year, and my office has been privileged 
to host him. 

It is a pleasure to recognize and to 
thank Maj. Matthew W. Taylor for his 
exceptional service to our country. My 
staff and I wish him, his wife, Kotona, 
and their son Bruce, all the best as 
they continue their journey in the U.S. 
Air Force. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO PAT ROURKE 

∑ Mr. MARKEY. Mr. President, today, 
I wish to recognize Pat Rourke for her 

44 years of Federal service at the Bos-
ton Passport Agency. After serving in 
nearly every department within the 
agency, Pat will retire at the close of 
this year from her post as customer 
service manager. 

Pat’s expertise combined with her ea-
gerness to assist the people of Massa-
chusetts has been an invaluable re-
source to me and my staff. Throughout 
her esteemed career, she issued count-
less passports. Pat made the difference 
to families eager to explore the world 
and to those with an emergency need 
to travel. Working in customer service 
is not always an easy task, but Pat is 
widely known for her compassion, pa-
tience, and good humor. She has fos-
tered an environment at the Boston 
Passport Agency where customers and 
employees feel welcome and supported. 
Pat has always provided my office with 
sound advice to ensure that we best 
meet the needs of our traveling con-
stituents. While she will be sorely 
missed, she will leave a lasting legacy 
at the Boston Passport Agency, and she 
will be fondly remembered by all those 
she has helped and mentored through-
out her career. 

My staff and I would like to extend 
our sincere gratitude to Pat for her 
years of dedicated service and wish her 
well as she embarks on this next chap-
ter in her life. Congratulations, Pat, 
and thank you for the enormous con-
tributions you have made to the com-
munity, the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, and the United States of 
America.∑ 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message from the President of the 
United States was communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

f 

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGES 

REPORT ON THE NATIONAL SECU-
RITY STRATEGY OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA—PM 22 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an a accom-
panying report, which was referred to 
the Committee on Armed Services: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Consistent with section 108 of the Na-

tional Security Act of 1947, as amended 
(50 U.S.C. 3043), I have enclosed the Na-
tional Security Strategy of the United 
States. 

This National Security Strategy sets 
forth my guidance and direction for an 
America First foreign policy and 
charts a path to achieving the goals 
and objectives that will make America 
great again. 

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, December 18, 2017. 
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