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Mr. POE of Texas changed his vote 
from ‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

So the Journal was approved. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-
ably detained. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘Yea’’ on rollcall No. 694, ‘‘Yea’’ 
on rollcall No. 695, and ‘‘Yea’’ on rollcall No. 
696. 

f 

NATIONAL PARK FOUNDATION 
CELEBRATES 50 YEARS 

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, 50 years 
ago, the National Park Foundation was 

established by Congress and President 
Johnson. 

The National Park Foundation is the 
official charity of America’s national 
parks and the nonprofit partner to the 
National Park Service. For 50 years, 
they have raised funds, private funds, 
to help protect more than 84 million 
acres of national parks through critical 
conservation and preservation efforts. 

The National Park Foundation has 
helped safeguard our heritage and en-
gage that next generation of national 
park enthusiasts by connecting us to 
the parks right in our own backyard. 
Although they haven’t been around as 
long as the National Park Service, 
they have played an important role in 
strengthening and enhancing our 
parks. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I would just like to 
thank the National Park Foundation 
for its work to help protect and pre-
serve the crown jewels of America, our 
national parks, monuments, and bat-
tlefields. Our country looks forward to 
another 50 years of your great work. 

f 

KEEPING OUR PROMISE 

(Mr. ESPAILLAT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Mr. Speaker, I 
looked at the calendar today and saw 
there was no Dream Act vote on the 
floor this week. As we approach tomor-
row, a potential CR, Republican and 
Democrats must support this bipar-
tisan Dream Act. 

These are hardworking men and 
women, young people. They are doctors 
and artists, scientists and police offi-
cers, mentors and EMTs. These are 
Americans through and through. 

We made a promise that we must 
keep. We need to protect the rights and 
principles that our country was found-
ed on and thrives upon. 

We demand a vote for a clean Dream 
Act today. We demand a vote for a 
clean Dream Act tomorrow. 

f 

MAKING HEALTH INSURANCE 
AFFORDABLE 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to share the story of one of my 
constituents who has been severely im-
pacted by the rising costs under the Af-
fordable Care Act. 

Mr. Watts, from Chico, California, 
was recently notified by his insurer 
that his health coverage will shut down 
at the end of the year. In its place, he 
was offered another plan that ‘‘may 
meet his needs’’ and that he will be 
automatically enrolled. That is right. 
They just sign him up for one. 

The problem is, this plan, which cov-
ers an adult and two teens, sees his 
monthly premium skyrocket to $2,067 
per month, an increase of $831. That is 

a huge increase, 67 percent, costing 
him upwards of $9,900 per year in new 
costs, bringing his total costs for 
health insurance to nearly $25,000 per 
year. 

Unsurprisingly, Mr. Watts is no 
longer able to afford his insurance, and 
many in Northern California and 
across the country currently find 
themselves in the same position. 

Sadly, my office staff and I have 
heard this story countless times. Many 
in my district were pretty happy with 
their insurance before ObamaCare, and 
now, under the individual mandate, 
they are forced to pay for insurance 
they can’t afford. 

But with the repeal of the individual 
mandate, as in H.R. 1, which passed 
today, individuals like Mr. Watts are 
not punished for failing to purchase 
unaffordable insurance. Instead, we 
will seek to allow affordable choices 
for Americans to choose themselves. 

f 

SHAME ON REPUBLICANS 

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, it is a 
dark day; $3 trillion in revenue cuts, in 
tax breaks; three quarters of that goes 
to corporations under the premise that 
they will use that money to employ 
people. The last time they got this 
kind of a break, 93 percent of the 
money went to stock dividends, 
buybacks, and executive bonuses, and 
it will be no different this time—squan-
dering America’s wealth for the 
wealthiest among us. 

Eighty-three percent of the remain-
der goes to people who earn over 
$400,000 a year. They are going to trick-
le down on us, yet again. 

At the same time, there is no infra-
structure package. The Trump admin-
istration, the DOT says, we just don’t 
know where we can find the money. 

Well, imagine if they used a fraction 
of these tax giveaways for infrastruc-
ture—15,000 jobs per billion invested. 
We could have had $1.5 million with 3 
percent of the money they just wasted 
on these tax cuts. 

Shame on them. 
f 

BERKS COUNTY CAREER 
PATHWAYS ALLIANCE 

(Mr. SMUCKER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SMUCKER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize some wonderful 
work being done for our students in 
Berks County, Pennsylvania. The 
Berks County Career Pathways Alli-
ance is an initiative to create a coun-
tywide framework to engage K–12 stu-
dents in career awareness, work-based 
learning opportunities, and financial 
literacy. 

Mr. Speaker, I have spoken in this 
Chamber before about our work to pre-
pare students for our 21st century 
economy, but today I get to stand up 
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