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ARKANSAS STATE CHRISTMAS
TREE

(Mr. WESTERMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize a truly talented
group of students whose artistic abili-
ties are on display here in our Nation’s
Capital.

Students from Washington Middle
School and the South Arkansas Arts
Center in El1 Dorado, Arkansas, de-
signed ornaments adorning this year’s
Arkansas State Christmas tree on the
Ellipse here in Washington, D.C.

The students used colored pencils,
paper, markers, and glitter to create
beautiful pieces of art which represent
Arkansas’ natural resources and econ-
omy.

I congratulate these students on
highlighting the best of the Natural
State in a truly wonderful way. I wish
them, their families, and all of the
Fourth District of Arkansas a Merry
Christmas filled with joy and smiles,
like I felt when I saw this remarkable
art from home.

———

HONORING CAPTAIN F.W. “ROCCO”
MONTESANO

(Mr. FARENTHOLD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to honor a Navy veteran and
retiring Executive Director of the USS
Lexington Museum on the Bay, Cap-
tain F.W. “Rocco’ Montesano.

Following his graduation from the
Naval Academy, Rocco served the U.S.
Navy in numerous positions over his
30-year career, completing more than
5,500 flight hours and 900 carrier land-
ings. From serving as commanding of-
ficer in aircraft squadrons to man-
power director for the Chief of Naval
Air Training, Captain Montesano has
always shown his dedication and com-
mitment to our country.

His bravery and service earned him
many awards, including two Legion of
Merit Medals, two Meritorious Service
Medals, a Navy and Marine Corps Com-
mendation Medal, and five Sea Service
Ribbons, amongst many others.

His service, however, did not stop
when he retired from the Navy. In 1998,
Captain Montesano became the Execu-
tive Director of the USS Lexington
Museum on the Bay in Corpus Christi,
where he served for 19 years.

Throughout his time as Executive Di-
rector, Rocco brought innovation and
creativity to his position and did a phe-
nomenal job maintaining and improv-
ing the museum that sits on Corpus
Christi Bay. Through his patriotism,
loyalty, and service, he holds true to
the values of an American citizen and
he inspires us all.

I thank Rocco for his commitment to
our Nation. On behalf of everyone in
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the 27th Congressional District of
Texas, I wish him a happy retirement.

CHIP REAUTHORIZATION

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise this morning to once again implore
this Congress to take bipartisan action
to extend Federal funding of the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program, or
CHIP.

In my home State of Pennsylvania,
more than 176,000 children have gained
access to affordable, comprehensive
healthcare coverage through CHIP,
providing them with age-appropriate
medical and developmental care.

Since the program became law, the
percentage of uninsured children na-
tionwide has decreased by more than
half, from 13.9 percent in 1997 to 6.6 per-
cent in 2016.

As a result of its reliability and effec-
tiveness, CHIP has consistently en-
joyed strong bipartisan support. In
September, I joined a bipartisan group
from across Pennsylvania in urging
leaders of both parties to take action
to ensure that children have access to
high-quality health insurance coverage
during their formative years, a move
we know yields an abundance of posi-
tive outcomes: fewer hospitalizations,
increased earning power, and better
healthcare outcomes as an adult.

While this Chamber has already
taken action, passing legislation last
month to fund CHIP, the Senate has
yet to act. It is crucial we provide cer-
tainty and security for children, par-
ents, and providers and move to sign
into law CHIP extension legislation as
soon as possible.

Mr. Speaker, the time is now for the
Senate to act.

———
REFORM FISA 702 PROGRAM

(Mr. MASSIE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MASSIE. Mr. Speaker, on De-
cember 31 of this year, the FISA 702
surveillance program expires.

Ostensibly, this program allows our
intelligence agencies to spy on and
stop terrorism. However, it is a well-
known fact that the FBI has used this
program as a back door to our Con-
stitution to spy on Americans.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues
not to reauthorize this program before
December 31 without significant re-
forms. We all took an oath to uphold
and defend the Constitution. We need
to stay true to that oath and require
the FBI to get a warrant if they want
to go into the 702 database to surveil
Americans.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SIMPSON). Pursuant to clause 12(a) of
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rule I, the Chair declares the House in

recess subject to the call of the Chair.
Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 9 min-

utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.

————
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. HOLDING) at 12 o’clock
and 21 minutes p.m.

————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
SENATE AMENDMENT TO H.R.
1370, DEPARTMENT OF HOME-
LAND SECURITY BLUE CAM-
PAIGN AUTHORIZATION ACT OF
2017; PROVIDING FOR CONSIDER-
ATION OF H.R. 4667, FURTHER
SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2018; AND PROVIDING
FOR PROCEEDINGS DURING THE
PERIOD FROM DECEMBER 22,
2017, THROUGH JANUARY 7, 2018

Mr. WOODALL, from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 115-477) on the resolution (H.
Res. 670) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 1370) to amend the Home-
land Security Act of 2002 to require the
Secretary of Homeland Security to
issue Department of Homeland Secu-
rity-wide guidance and develop train-
ing programs as part of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security Blue Cam-
paign, and for other purposes; pro-
viding for consideration of the bill
(H.R. 4667) making further supple-
mental appropriations for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2018, for dis-
aster assistance for Hurricanes Harvey,
Irma, and Maria, and calendar year
2017 wildfires, and for other purposes;
and providing for proceedings during
the period from December 22, 2017,
through January 7, 2018, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

——————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 21, 2017.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 21, 2017, at 9:25 a.m.:

That the Senate agreed to S. Con. Res. 31.

That the Senate passed S. 117.

That the Senate passed S. 501.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.



December 21, 2017

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF SENATE AMENDMENT TO H.R.
1370, DEPARTMENT OF HOME-
LAND SECURITY BLUE CAM-
PAIGN AUTHORIZATION ACT OF

2017; PROVIDING FOR CONSIDER-
ATION OF H.R. 4667, FURTHER
SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIA-

TIONS ACT, 2018; AND PROVIDING
FOR PROCEEDINGS DURING THE
PERIOD FROM DECEMBER 22,
2017, THROUGH JANUARY 7, 2018

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, 1
call up House Resolution 670 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 670

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to take from the
Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 1370) to amend
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to require
the Secretary of Homeland Security to issue
Department of Homeland Security-wide
guidance and develop training programs as
part of the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity Blue Campaign, and for other purposes,
with the Senate amendment thereto, and to
consider in the House, without intervention
of any point of order, a motion offered by the
chair of the Committee on Appropriations or
his designee that the House concur in the
Senate amendment with an amendment con-
sisting of the text of Rules Committee Print
115-52. The Senate amendment and the mo-
tion shall be considered as read. The motion
shall be debatable for one hour equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on
Appropriations. The previous question shall
be considered as ordered on the motion to its
adoption without intervening motion.

SEC. 2. Upon adoption of this resolution it
shall be in order to consider in the House the
bill (H.R. 4667) making further supplemental
appropriations for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2018, for disaster assistance for
Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, and Maria, and
calendar year 2017 wildfires, and for other
purposes. All points of order against consid-
eration of the bill are waived. The amend-
ments printed in the report of the Com-
mittee on Rules accompanying this resolu-
tion shall be considered as adopted. The bill,
as amended, shall be considered as read. All
points of order against provisions in the bill,
as amended, are waived. Clause 2(e) of rule
XXI shall not apply during consideration of
the bill. The previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the bill, as amended,
and on any further amendment thereto, to
final passage without intervening motion ex-
cept: (1) one hour of debate equally divided
and controlled by the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Appro-
priations; and (2) one motion to recommit
with or without instructions.

SEC. 3. On any legislative day of the first
session of the One Hundred Fifteenth Con-
gress after December 21, 2017—

(a) the Journal of the proceedings of the
previous day shall be considered as approved;
and

(b) the Chair may at any time declare the
House adjourned to meet at a date and time,
within the limits of clause 4, section 5, arti-
cle I of the Constitution, to be announced by
the Chair in declaring the adjournment.

SEC. 4. On any legislative day of the second
session of the One Hundred Fifteenth Con-
gress before January 8, 2018—

(a) the Speaker may dispense with organi-
zational and legislative business;
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(b) the Journal of the proceedings of the
previous day shall be considered as approved
if applicable; and

(c) the Chair may at any time declare the
House adjourned to meet at a date and time,
within the limits of clause 4, section 5, arti-
cle I of the Constitution, to be announced by
the Chair in declaring the adjournment.

SEC. 5. The Speaker may appoint Members
to perform the duties of the Chair for the du-
ration of the periods addressed by sections 3
and 4 of this resolution as though under
clause 8(a) of rule I.

SEC. 6. Each day during the periods ad-
dressed by sections 3 and 4 of this resolution
shall not constitute a calendar day for pur-
poses of section 7 of the War Powers Resolu-
tion (50 U.S.C. 1546).

SEC. 7. Each day during the periods ad-
dressed by sections 3 and 4 of this resolution
shall not constitute a legislative day for pur-
poses of clause 7 of rule XIII.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Georgia is recognized for 1
hour.

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to my friend from
Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN), pend-
ing which I yield myself such time as I
may consume. During consideration of
this resolution, all time yielded is for
the purpose of debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, most of
what you just heard from the Reading
Clerk you could have heard during the
previous 4 hours of testimony that we
have been taking in the Rules Com-
mittee this morning. I understand
there was no other game in town going
on this morning, so if folks were tuning
in to C-SPAN, they were treated to my
friend from Massachusetts, our ranking
member from New York, our chairman
from Texas, and all the gang there on
the Rules Committee as we worked
through this.

But forbid the thought if someone
else had something else on their mind
this morning, I want to go through just
briefly what you heard from our Read-
ing Clerk.

This is a single rule that provides for
consideration of two measures. The
first is the Senate amendment to H.R.
1370. It is continuing appropriations to
make sure the lights stay on and the
checks go out the door. It makes in
order a motion to concur in the Senate
amendment with an amendment con-
sisting of the text of this continuing
resolution.

To debate that, Mr. Speaker, we pro-
vide an hour of debate divided between
the chair and the ranking member of
the Appropriations Committee. I think
every Member of this Chamber under-
stands the nature of this legislation,
but we provided that time nonetheless.

The second measure is H.R. 4667. It is
the disaster aid package.
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Mr. Speaker, as you know, this House
has been working through, in a bipar-
tisan way, funding our neighbors who
have been so dramatically affected by
disasters, whether in the Virgin Is-
lands, in Puerto Rico, in Florida, in
Texas, or the devastating wildfires in
California. This has been a national
focus, and billions of dollars have al-
ready gone out the door to meet the
initial emergency needs. This is an ad-
ditional appropriations measure.
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It comes under a closed rule, Mr.
Speaker, but it does self-execute two
amendments that had been offered: an
amendment by Mrs. MIiMI WALTERS and
an amendment by Miss GONZALEZ-
COLON.

It also provides for an hour of debate,
equally divided between the chair and
ranking member of the Appropriations
Committee, and it provides for a mo-
tion to recommit for the minority.

The rest of what you heard from the
Reading Clerk, Mr. Speaker, was that
typical language that you hear at the
end of the year when Members are
going to be traveling, to allow for the
housekeeping that takes place here, to
allow the House to continue to func-
tion as the traditional authorities pro-
vided in December and January during
the district work period.

With that, Mr. Speaker, again, I
think we have exhaustively debated
these issues. I urge my colleagues to
support the rule. Let’s get on to the
underlying measures.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, we are
strongly opposed to this rule.

Mr. Speaker, I have to say to my col-
leagues that this is really a sad day,
not only for the institution, but for the
United States of America.

It is frustrating that we are here
today doing a third continuing resolu-
tion. For those who are watching these
proceedings, we should be actually
passing appropriations bills that fund
the government for an entire year. We
shouldn’t be funding the government
week to week, month to month.

Yet my Republican friends have
ended up doing just that. They can’t
seem to get their act together, not-
withstanding they are in control of the
House of Representatives, they are in
control of the United States Senate,
and they are in control of the White
House. They simply cannot govern.
They are lucky that the American peo-
ple can’t sue them, because they would
be sued for political malpractice.

The one thing that they are supposed
to do is to keep this government run-
ning and to keep the lights on, yet we
lurch from one crisis to another crisis
to another crisis to another crisis.
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