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live without fear of being deported, we 
wait for bipartisan legislative action to 
give them the security they deserve 
and the ability to participate wholly in 
the American Dream. 

I believe we can pass a bipartisan 
Dream Act that both protects Dream-
ers and makes our borders more secure, 
but all of these issues seem to become 
more partisan and more difficult fights 
than they need to be. We should be able 
to work together to resolve our dif-
ferences and not have to go home with 
yet another continuing resolution, 
keeping the government afloat while 
we head out to celebrate. Our constitu-
ents didn’t send us here to fight endless 
partisan battles, to avoid the strictures 
of the Budget Act and the appropria-
tions process, and when things get 
tough, to just kick the can down the 
road. 

Before I leave the floor, I want to 
speak about one other pressing concern 
I have, and that is about the impor-
tance of maintaining the independence 
of the investigation currently under-
way under the leadership of Special 
Counsel Robert Mueller. I have heard 
concerning, even alarming attacks on 
the special counsel by colleagues in the 
other Chamber and by folks in the 
press. 

I just want to take a moment to say 
that our Nation relies on a few key in-
stitutions and principles that protect 
this experiment in democracy, and 
none are more important than the rule 
of law and the institutions that make 
up our system of justice. As partisan-
ship, gridlock, and distress have be-
come more prevalent in our country 
and corrosive to our politics, these in-
stitutions that sustain our democratic 
system are more important than ever. 

I have traveled to other countries 
that have on pieces of paper Constitu-
tions and legal systems that literally 
mirror our own, but they are ineffec-
tive and their systems are nondemo-
cratic because their courts are not 
independent and their national leaders 
are not held accountable. 

Across our country for generations, 
from classrooms to courtrooms, in Con-
gress and communities, we have af-
firmed to Americans of all back-
grounds the importance of the prin-
ciple that no one is above the rule of 
law. Our country has been able to grow 
and change and improve because we are 
a nation of laws—laws that can be de-
bated and changed but must be fol-
lowed and respected. 

The Department of Justice isn’t re-
spected because of its role on a piece of 
paper, no matter how treasured and 
important, or because of its title en-
graved above the door of the building 
or its motto; it is respected, trusted, 
and relied upon because it has strived 
to uphold our highest ideals and to en-
force the law. 

It is easier to save an institution like 
the rule of law than it is to restore it 
once torn down. This is why I helped 
author bipartisan legislation that 
would seek to further affirm the rule of 

law and the independence of the De-
partment of Justice specifically by pro-
tecting special counsel investigations 
from unwarranted political inter-
ference. 

We have spirited debates over tax-
ation, immigration, our Federal budg-
et, but this issue is too important for 
me to yield the floor before this end of 
the year without urging my colleagues 
to seriously consider the important 
task we face to maintain the independ-
ence of the Department of Justice and 
uphold the rule of law. 

I hope folks in this Chamber will con-
sider the importance of protecting this 
investigation and this special counsel 
and, frankly, of continuing to protect 
the independence and integrity of the 
Department of Justice and our system 
of courts and law into the future. It is 
part of the bedrock on which our de-
mocracy rests, a bedrock which we can-
not afford to have shaken. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Nebraska. 
f 

CONGRATULATING THE UNIVER-
SITY OF NEBRASKA-LINCOLN 
VOLLEYBALL TEAM FOR WIN-
NING THE 2017 NATIONAL COLLE-
GIATE ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION 
DIVISION I VOLLEYBALL CHAM-
PIONSHIP 

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I rise 
this evening to call up and adopt a res-
olution recognizing this year’s NCAA 
champions in women’s volleyball—the 
Huskers from the University of Ne-
braska-Lincoln. This is the program’s 
fifth national championship and second 
title in 3 years. 

During the NCAA tournament, Ne-
braska played remarkably well, win-
ning 18 sets and finishing on a 19-match 
winning streak. They were so fun to 
watch. 

The entire team contributed to the 
outstanding victory, and I want to ac-
knowledge their extraordinary effort: 
Annika Albrecht, Mikaela Foecke, 
Hunter Atherton, Hayley Densberger, 
Allie Havers, Briana Holman, Kenzie 
Maloney, Kelly Hunter, Chesney 
McClellan, Sami Slaughter, Lauren 
Stivrins, Jazz Sweet, Anezka Szabo, 
and Sydney Townsend all had their 
hard work pay off and they worked to-
gether to win a championship. 

The Nebraska coaches worked hard, 
helped train our athletes, and 
strategized this championship run. 

Head coach John Cook won his fourth 
national champion as a Husker head 
coach. He was joined by assistant 
coach Tyler Hildebrand, assistant 
coach Kayla Banwarth, volunteer as-
sistant coach Ryan Coomes, director of 
operations Lindsay Peterson, video co-
ordinator Kelly O’Connor, and grad-
uate managers Joe Klein, John Henry, 
and Bre Mackie. Together, as a team, 
they guided that outstanding group of 
women to another national champion-
ship. These coaches have created a 
foundation and a winning tradition— 

winning the national championship in 
front of a record-setting crowd of 
Husker fans—the best fans in college 
football. Nebraskans couldn’t be more 
proud of this volleyball team and the 
coaching staff. 

The Huskers won this national cham-
pionship the Nebraska way—with hard 
work, sportsmanship, and determina-
tion. They deserve to be saluted by the 
Senate, and I urge my colleagues to 
pass this resolution and recognize their 
outstanding accomplishment. 

I congratulate them on their victory 
and know they will continue to be 
great role models to girls and athletes 
everywhere. 

Thank you. 
I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Nebraska. 
Mr. SASSE. Mr. President, I thank 

my senior Senator for leading us in 
this resolution. 

Nebraska volleyball continues to 
dominate. If there is any debate about 
the best volleyball State in the Union, 
there should be no more. Nebraska has 
proved, yet again, we have the best 
team, the best coaching staff, and in-
disputably the best fans in the country. 

Two years ago, this team won the na-
tional championship at home in 
Omaha, setting records with the 
crowds that attended the games there, 
and last week in Kansas City, we set 
another alltime record with the most 
watched championship volleyball game 
ever at 18,516 fans, including my 6-year 
old who stayed awake at nearly 11 p.m. 
as we were finishing, and he was decid-
ing to watch it upside down, hanging 
over the seats from the upper decks at 
the arena in Kansas City. 

So I proudly join the senior Senator 
and Husker nation in congratulating 
these young women, saying ‘‘Go Big 
Red’’ on behalf of all 1.9 million Ne-
braskans. 

Just two stats of note. First, in the 
earlier round at the final four, Ne-
braska beat Penn State. Those are the 
two winningest teams in the history of 
volleyball. Nebraska has the most wins 
at 1,308. Penn State has the greatest 
winning percentage. We have now won 
five championships in 22 years, as well 
as three runner-up, second-place fin-
ishes in the last 30 years. 

Coach Cook, as Senator FISCHER 
mentioned, has won four champion-
ships at Nebraska over the last 17 
years. The alltime record for the his-
tory of volleyball is five national 
championships, and we expect that 
Coach Cook will set that new record. 

So I join my senior Senator in urging 
the Senate to pass this resolution for 
the University of Nebraska women’s 
volleyball team. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Nebraska. 
Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of S. Res. 
365, submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 08:25 Dec 22, 2017 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00052 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G21DE6.078 S21DEPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S8239 December 21, 2017 
The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 365) congratulating 

the University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
volleyball team for winning the 2017 Na-
tional Collegiate Athletic Association Divi-
sion I Volleyball Championship. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motions to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 365) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

Mrs. FISCHER. Thank you. 
I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Ohio. 
Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, first, 

I congratulate the Nebraska women’s 
volleyball team and say I was proud to 
be here on the floor to be one of those 
who did not object to this wonderful 
resolution just offered by my col-
leagues from Nebraska. 

f 

TAX REFORM BILL 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I am 
standing here tonight to talk about a 
couple of things, and first is the tax 
legislation that was passed this week 
in Congress. This is going to help ev-
erybody I represent because it is going 
to help our entire country. It is going 
to lift up our country in ways we are 
already beginning to see. 

There have been a lot of people to 
thank, and today I was at the signing 
ceremony where Speaker RYAN and 
President pro tempore ORRIN HATCH 
signed the official legislation that is 
now on its way to the President for his 
signature. I start by thanking them— 
Speaker RYAN, Chairman HATCH, and 
also Chairman BRADY of the Ways and 
Means Committee, with whom I 
worked closely on this. He was a gen-
tleman. He was, as always, someone 
who was looking for ways to solve 
problems and to get to yes, and I com-
mend him for that. 

I also want to thank some of the col-
leagues on the Finance Committee 
whom I worked closely with. This Core 
4 group includes Senator JOHN THUNE, 
Senator PAT TOOMEY, Senator TIM 
SCOTT. 

Maybe, most importantly, is the 
staff. We had an enormous undertaking 
here, and it was ambitious to try to 
meet the goals that were set out early 
on of real, middle-class tax cuts, also 
energizing the economy through help-
ing small businesses, and then chang-
ing the whole international system so 
we could level the playing field. It was 
a lot to do, and it took a lot of exper-
tise and a lot of time and effort. So to 

Mark Prater, Jay Khosla, and Brendan 
Dunn, who led that effort, we all owe 
you our thanks. Then, of course, there 
are a slew of other staff, including 
Zach Rudisill of my staff, who just 
spent hours and hours and put his 
heart and soul into this. Thank you— 
all of you—for helping us get to this 
point. 

For years, Democrats and Repub-
licans alike have called for middle- 
class tax cuts. We talk about it in cam-
paigns. I am proud to say that this 
week we delivered on it. 

I know some of my Democratic col-
leagues have been critical of the legis-
lation, and some have said: Well, these 
are not real, middle-class tax cuts be-
cause they expire. Yes, they expire 
after 8 years. We wished they didn’t. 
Those are the budget rules here, but 
that is the same thing that happened 
with the 2001 tax cuts, the 2003 tax 
cuts, and Congress worked to extend 
those using the same budget rules for 
about 95 percent of those taxpayers. I 
am strongly hoping we will do the 
same thing, and I believe we will. 

This is real tax relief. For families in 
Ohio of median income, the average 
will be just over $2,000 every year. That 
helps the family budget. That is a little 
money you can put aside for retire-
ment. Maybe that is money to use for 
a vacation you didn’t have. If you are 
living paycheck to paycheck, which is 
true with a lot of people I represent, 
that is a big help. It is a big help. That 
is from doubling the child credit, that 
is from doubling the standard deduc-
tion, essentially creating $14,000 of a 
zero income bracket. 

By the way, doing those sorts of 
things in this bill means that about 3 
million Americans or more are going 
to be leaving the tax rolls all together. 
These are people who have tax liability 
now and, under the new bill, starting in 
a couple of weeks, they will not have 
an income tax liability. They will be 
out from under the IRS. They will be 
able, as they move many of them from 
welfare to work or from a Federal pro-
gram into gainful employment, to not 
worry about the taxman. That is really 
important too. I am proud of the legis-
lation because I think it is going to 
really help the people I represent in an 
immediate way. 

People will see it in their paychecks. 
The proof is in the paychecks because 
they will see it, and probably starting 
in February, the withholding will 
change. The IRS has to go through a 
process on that. I wrote a letter to 
them yesterday encouraging them to 
move on that quickly because people 
want to see that in their paychecks. So 
the tax relief starts in a couple of 
weeks, January 1. It will be in the pay-
checks when the withholding changes— 
hopefully sometime in late January, 
February—and people will see less 
money being withheld from their pay-
check because of the tax cuts that en-
able them to have a healthier family 
budget. 

I have to tell you I believe this is 
going to go well beyond that for the 

people I represent. As important as 
those middle-class tax cuts are, equally 
as important is what we are doing to 
stimulate more investment in this 
economy, and that is through the 
changes for small businesses that will 
now be able to put more money into 
the business rather than paying more 
taxes. Many of these businesses—so- 
called passthrough companies, which 
are most of the businesses in Amer-
ica—pay taxes as individuals. They 
don’t pay the business tax rate; they 
pay the individual tax rate. Many of 
them do take a dividend. They take 
money out of the company every year 
for one purpose, and that is to pay 
their taxes. To the extent they are not 
taking the money out as much to pay 
those taxes because of the changes we 
made here for small businesses, they 
are going to be able to invest more in 
their people, more in their equipment, 
more in their plants—and I am hearing 
this from small business people around 
the State of Ohio. 

Last weekend, I was with a number 
of them, and they are excited about 
this because they want to be able to in-
vest more in their business, they want 
to be able to invest more in their peo-
ple, and they want to be able to give 
people who work for them the oppor-
tunity to have a higher wage. 

Right now, wages are flat, and they 
really have been for the past couple of 
decades when you take inflation into 
account. This has the incredible oppor-
tunity for us not just to provide mid-
dle-class tax cuts, which are important 
not just to help businesses invest, but 
actually to help get wages up so people 
will see that if they work hard and 
play by the rules, they are going to see 
higher wages, the ability to get ahead, 
and have more hope for themselves and 
for their kids and their grandkids. Ev-
eryone, regardless of economic status, 
region, or party is going to see the ben-
efits of this tax reform bill. 

By the way, some workers are al-
ready seeing the benefit, as we talked 
today, because there are a bunch of 
companies that announced today that 
because of the tax reform and tax cuts 
legislation, they are already taking 
steps to increase the pay of their em-
ployees, increase benefits, or invest 
more money in building plants, equip-
ment, or adding more jobs to invest-
ment or both. These companies include 
some big companies you have heard of 
like Comcast. It includes other compa-
nies like Wells Fargo and Boeing and 
AT&T. They have made these an-
nouncements today. 

One company that announced it 
today is in my hometown. It is the 
Fifth Third Bank. It is kind of an un-
usual name, Fifth Third, but that 
makes them distinctive, right? They 
said today, you know what, we are 
going to start paying our people a 
higher entry level pay—instead of 13- 
something an hour, it is going to be $15 
an hour—and we are going to provide 
bonuses to other employees who are 
not affected by that. They are going to 
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