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Peru’s Congress to impeach Attorney
General Pablo Sanchez in the midst of
his office’s investigation into allega-
tions that the Presidential campaign of
Keiko Fujimori received illegal con-
tributions in 2011. The effort to remove
Attorney General Sanchez strongly
suggests a deliberate strategy to ob-
struct justice and to undermine the au-
tonomy of the attorney general’s of-
fice. This would represent a grave set-
back for hard-fought gains to reestab-
lish an independent judiciary and the
rule of law in Peru. It would have seri-
ous ramifications for U.S.-Peruvian re-
lations.

Credible allegations of corruption
must be thoroughly investigated, with-
out prejudice to party or power, and
with due process for the accused. I urge
members of Peru’s Congress to support
those who are acting on behalf of the
Peruvian people in the pursuit of truth
and justice. Key to this is respect for
the autonomy of the office of the attor-
ney general and of the Constitutional
Tribunal, institutions that are guaran-
tors of human rights and the rule of
law.

———

PRESS FREEDOM

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, we are all
too familiar with President Trump’s
“‘fake news’ mantra, which he has re-
peatedly used to discredit unfavorable
news reports and undermine the credi-
bility of the media in our country.

This mantra and the accompanying
threats to freedoms of speech and of
the press have now spread far beyond
our borders. Autocrats and dictators
around the world are enthusiastically
using the concept of fake news and the
legitimacy granted to it by the Presi-
dent of the United States to further
undermine and restrict press freedom
and fact-based reporting on corruption,
human rights, and other abuses in
their own countries.

For example, in response to an Am-
nesty International report on thou-
sands of military prison deaths in
Syria, President Bashar al-Assad re-
marked, ‘“You can forge anything these
days, we are living in a fake news era.”
Similarly, in response to news reports
on persecution of the Rohingya ethnic
minority group in Myanmar, an officer
in Myanmar’s Rakhine state security
ministry stated, ‘There is no such
thing as Rohingya. It is fake news.”’

The list goes on and includes com-
ments from autocratic leaders in the
Philippines, Venezuela, Russia, China,
and Turkey, among others, who have
used the fake news mantra to legiti-
mize harassment, arrests, and prosecu-
tions of journalists.

Last week, the Committee to Protect
Journalists, CPJ, released its annual
census of imprisoned journalists world-
wide, which has hit an historical high
of 262. The total does not include the
many more journalists who were im-
prisoned for a period of time during the
year before being released prior to the
December 1 census. A CPJ statement

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

published with the report noted that:
“Far from isolating repressive coun-
tries for their authoritarian behavior,
the United States, in particular, has
cozied up to strongmen such as Turk-
ish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
and Chinese President Xi Jinping. At
the same time, President Donald
Trump’s nationalistic rhetoric, fixa-
tion on Islamic extremism, and insist-
ence on labeling critical media ‘fake
news’ serves to reinforce the frame-
work of accusations and legal charges
that allow such leaders to preside over
the jailing of journalists.”

The First Amendment to the United
States Constitution has inspired people
around the world for over 200 years. It
was reaffirmed in the Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights, and versions
of it have been included in the con-
stitutions of many countries; yet while
the United States has long been a glob-
al leader for freedom of expression, the
White House is now actively working
to undermine press freedom. President
Trump’s reckless rhetoric has not only
harmed our credibility and our reputa-
tion, it has emboldened foreign dic-
tators who fear nothing more than for
their misdeeds to be exposed by the
media. The consequence is journalists
threatened and imprisoned, journalists
assassinated with impunity, publishers
who are intimidated, and the ultimate
casualty is the truth.

————
PANDEMIC PREPAREDNESS
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, 2018

marks the 100-year anniversary of the
influenza pandemic that killed an esti-
mated 50 million people, including
670,000 Americans. I suspect most peo-
ple assume that, given the remarkable
advances in modern medicine since
1918, nothing so disastrous could hap-
pen again, but in fact, it could, and
next time, it could be even worse. The
spread of infectious diseases and drug
resistance, and the accompanying
threats to global security, are on the
rise, and the international community
is woefully underprepared to fight
back.

The several large-scale infectious dis-
ease outbreaks of the last two decades,
including SARS, HIN1, and Ebola, have
revealed the extent to which individual
countries and the international com-
munity at large need to dramatically
improve their preparedness to respond
to such potentially catastrophic health
crises.

The stark reality is that the threat is
increasing. An ever-growing, increas-
ingly mobile global population will
provide the breeding ground for the
emergence and contagion of existing
and new infectious diseases.

The potential threats from infectious
disease outbreaks include not only cat-
astrophic loss of life, but severe eco-
nomic harm and social and political in-
stability. The 2014-15 Ebola outbreak,
for example, which began with the
death of a 2-year-old boy in a remote
Guinean village, ultimately Kkilled
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more than 11,000 people across six
countries, left thousands of children
orphaned, caused an estimated eco-
nomic loss to those countries of nearly
$3 billion, and resulted in many people
losing confidence in their country’s
public health system.

It is important to note that Ebola,
which is spread through direct contact
and terrified millions of people includ-
ing in this country, is hardly the most
infectious known disease. Several
other disease agents, such as measles
and influenza, can be spread through
the air and can develop into epidemics
or pandemics much more rapidly.

That is one of the reasons why many
global health experts fear that an in-
fectious disease outbreak far worse
than Ebola will occur sometime in the
next 20 years and that the number of
outbreaks will become more frequent.

Despite improvements in access to
safe water and sanitation, vaccine de-
velopment, and other public health ad-
vances to combat infectious diseases,
an enormous amount of work remains.

One of the most important lessons
learned from the Ebola outbreak is
that time is of the essence. The lack of
a rapid, coordinated global response re-
sulted in many preventable deaths.
Disease surveillance systems were poor
or nonexistent in the severely im-
pacted countries, there was a lack of
trained personnel to rapidly deploy,
and no effective public communication
system was in place to inform and up-
date local communities.

An additional problem was the in-
ability to quickly mobilize resources.
Countries and NGOs around the globe
lacked a reserve of available funds. The
Congress took a step toward addressing
this issue in the fiscal year 2017 State
and foreign operations appropriations
bill, which included a $70 million emer-
gency reserve fund to address infec-
tious disease outbreaks around the
globe. In the fiscal year 2018 Senate
version of the State and foreign oper-
ations bill, Chairman GRAHAM and I in-
cluded $130 million for programs to pre-
vent and respond to such emerging
health threats.

However, as I have said before and I
will say again, far more needs to be
done to build the public health infra-
structure to prevent and respond to
disease pandemics. As the inter-
national community works to be more
prepared for infectious disease out-
breaks, the U.S. should continue to
play a leading role in preparedness
planning. Unfortunately, President
Trump’s fiscal year 2018 budget would
cut funding for these very programs,
including for the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, which played
an indispensable role in responding to
the Ebola and Zika outbreaks, as it has
to many other international health cri-
ses.

It is time we invest and prepare for
pandemics in a similar way as we in-
vest and prepare for war, nuclear disas-
ters, or other large-scale threats to
global security. The potential con-
sequences are no less serious. I urge
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the White House to face up to this re-
ality and dramatically increase fund-
ing for these programs at CDC, the U.S.
Agency for International Development,
and other Federal agencies that play a
role in global health security.
——

TRIBUTE TO GARRISON NELSON

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I want to
take a moment to recognize the
achievements and contributions of a
renowned political scholar, remarkable
educator, and a personal friend. This
year, Garrison Nelson will conclude
five decades of teaching at the Univer-
sity of Vermont, where he is recognized
as a legend in the department of polit-
ical science.

Garrison, the inaugural Elliott A.
Brown Green and Gold Professor of
Law, Politics, and Political Behavior,
is known by some Members of this
body, as well as legislators throughout
the country who rely on him to offer
political insight. Widely considered a
leading expert on congressional his-
tory, Garrison has authored more than
150 articles and professional papers on
national politics with a major focus on
the U.S. Congress and elections in
Vermont. His works have educated stu-
dents worldwide and can be found in
close to 500 libraries in the United
States and 13 countries around the
world.

An Irish native of Boston, Garrison
has resided in the Green Mountain
State for most of his adult life, adding
much richness to the State’s political
landscape. I have known Garrison since
he served as an aide in my office short-
ly after my first election to the Senate.
Garrison is as revered as he is brilliant.
His skill and affinity for the esoteric is
evident in both his teaching style and
his storytelling, perhaps most notably
his magnum opus, ‘‘John William
McCormack: A Political Biography.”
Works like this one have made signifi-
cant contributions to our Nation’s his-
torical library, offering profiles and
untold stories of the political icons of
our time. In today’s political environ-
ment, such citations of success and
failure can offer us precious insight
into improving our own oath to serve.

As Garrison departs the Old Mill at
the University of Vermont at the end
of this year, he will leave a legacy that
has reached more than 13,000 students.
With them and many others, he has
shared his appreciation of and rev-
erence for the American political sys-
tem and the need for participation to
ensure the success of our democracy. 1
am grateful for his commitment to in-
spire the next generation of political
leaders.

In recognition of Garrison’s timeless
contributions, I ask unanimous con-

sent that an article by Terri
Hallenback. appearing in Vermont’s
own Seven Days, about Garrison’s
achievements be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

[From Seven Days, October 18, 2017]
FIFTY YEARS, 13,450 STUDENTS AND b5;000
INTERVIEWS: UVM’S GARRISON NELSON
CALLS IT A CAREER
(By Terri Hallenback)

When former Vermont governor Howard
Dean ran for president in 2004, national
media turned to University of Vermont po-
litical science professor Garrison Nelson for
insight.

“I think he is an arrogant, ill-tempered
schmo who does not play well with others,”
Nelson told the Houston Chronicle.

Many of the same political reporters came
back 12 years later, when Sen. Bernie Sand-
ers (I-Vt.) wanted the job. They called on
Nelson to capture the politics and person-
ality of the quirky democratic socialist
who’d once been mayor of Burlington.

‘“‘Bernie’s the last person you’d want to be
stuck on a desert island with,”” Nelson told
the New Yorker in 2015. “Two weeks of lec-
tures about health care, and you’d look for a
shark and dive in.”

In his day job, the bearded professor with
a booming, Boston-accented voice has spent
nearly 50 years bringing dry political facts to
life for thousands of students while churning
out a steady flow of academic research.

To the broader public, though, Nelson is
known as the man to whom journalists both
local and national regularly turned for well-
informed analysis—and no-holds-barred
skewering—of Vermont politicians and their
ambitions.

Now, after 13,450 students (including this
reporter), 11 books and more than 5,000
media interviews (yes, he Kkeeps track),
UVM’s most quoted professor is retiring. The
146 students in his two political science
classes this semester will be his last.

Nelson is calling an end to a career that
has made him one of UVM’s most public fig-
ures. On campus and off, he has chafed and
informed generations of students, politicians
and voters. “With full classrooms and mul-
tiple book demands at age 75, the pace has
become grueling,” said Nelson, whose walk
has slowed to a shuffle on the well-worn
route between his Old Mill office and Lafay-
ette Hall classroom.

Looking back, it’s hard to believe that Nel-
son lasted a full year, let alone five decades,
at UVM. He’s poked at not just politicians,
but university brass. In 1971, as a relatively
new, untenured teacher, he protested the po-
litically motivated ouster of a left-wing pro-
fessor, Michael Parenti; 30 years later, then-
tenured Nelson feuded publicly with his uni-
versity bosses over pay and college leader-
ship.

For a while, Nelson considered leaving
UVM. From 1996 to 2002, he worked part-time
at Boston area colleges and had designs on
landing a full-time job at one of them. But
he held on to his tenure and continued to
teach in Burlington during that time. He’s
now one of the university’s longest-serving
professors.

As he completes his employment, Nelson
said he has mellowed. He claims to admire
the full slate of university leaders above
him. The twice-divorced Nelson remarried
this year. He literally beams over the posi-
tive reviews of his newly released book, a
910-page tome on the little-remembered
1960s-era. U.S. House speaker John McCor-
mack. Nelson refers to the book’s publica-
tion as the ‘‘crowning moment” of his ca-
reer.

At an official gathering last week to honor
his upcoming retirement, Nelson told col-
leagues that a friend asked him why he
wanted to retire now, when things are going
so well. “My answer was, 'It won’t get any
better than this,””’ he said.

In the classroom, Nelson is known for turn-
ing large numbers of students—including
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apolitical ones—on to political history
through the stories behind it. He’s a natural
raconteur, whether the topic is the rise of
Woodrow Wilson, the Austin-Boston domi-
nance of the U.S. House or his own Massa-
chusetts roots. Nelson’s single mom raised
him and his younger half-sister in working-
class Lynn after his Communist father left.

‘““‘Super paper. Star of the day,”” Nelson told
one young woman as he handed back papers
to the 39 students in his Electing the Presi-
dent class last week.

“More sources, Maddie. More sources next
time,” he told another, also loud enough to
be heard by everyone in the room.

Former student Jade Harberg said she
liked the way Nelson challenged students
with candor and humor. “I appreciated
teachers who were willing to shame their
students to work harder,”’ the 2013 UVM grad
said.

Harberg, who now works for Nelson as a re-
searcher in Washington, D.C., recalled that
the professor sent her class an email listing
the students who had turned their papers in
early and those who had been late. He in-
cluded a statistical analysis that concluded
men were more likely to be tardy than
women and told the class, ‘“This is why
women are ruling the world.”’

Nelson gets high marks on the website
Rate My Professors. Former students graded
him 4 out of 5 in quality, and 89 percent say
they would take his course again. But the
comments reflect a range of reactions to the
professor’s personality.

Some called him a ‘‘genius,” ‘‘hilarious”
and ‘“‘extremely helpful.”” A typical dissenter,
on the other hand, concluded: ‘‘Pompous, has
a weird inferiority complex about not having
gone to Harvard.”

Clark Bensen, a 1974 UVM grad, said Nel-
son’s intensity helped push him into polit-
ical science from his math-economics major.
“For me, he was a breath of fresh air, or
more like a gale-force wind,”” Bensen said.
Today, Bensen still uses the skills Nelson
taught him to run Polidata, a Virginia-based
firm that analyzes political data.

Nelson made an impression on his col-
leagues, too. Anthony ‘‘Jack’ Gierzynski,
chair of the UVM political science depart-
ment, said that when he arrived at the uni-
versity in 1992, he saw Nelson’s students were
enthralled by his storytelling.

“At first, I tried to imitate that,”
Gierzynski said, but he quickly found it
didn’t work for him. Noting the 2013 retire-
ment of equally charismatic political science
professor Frank Bryan, Gierzynski said Nel-
son is ‘‘the last of that breed.”

Despite his outsize personality, Nelson has
spent a considerable part of his professorial
career toiling quietly on detailed research on
esoteric subjects. He has produced thick vol-
umes on the membership of congressional
committees that may be valuable reference
books—albeit not best sellers.

At least one student appreciated that.
“The guy has an encyclopedic mind and has
done granular research on New England poli-
tics,” said journalist Scott MacKay, a 1974
grad who has long relied on Nelson’s in-
sights—and quotability—as a political re-
porter in Vermont and Rhode Island.

Nelson had wanted to write a book about
McCormack since he met the former House
speaker in 1968, just before he started work-
ing at UVM. Eleven publishers turned him
down—McCormack was a key player in his
time but a relatively obscure historical fig-
ure—before Bloomsbury Publishing finally
offered him a deal. John William McCor-
mack: A Political Biography came out in
March.

Such work earns an author academic credi-
bility, but Nelson is more likely to be re-
membered for his outspoken political com-
mentary. Insisting it ‘‘was not a central fea-
ture of my UVM life,”” he explained, ‘I fell
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