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REVISION TO SPENDING ALLOCATION TO THE COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018—(PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 302 AND 314(a) OF THE CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET 

ACT OF 1974)—Continued 
[$ in millions] 

2018 

Revised Nonsecunty Category Discretionary Budget Authority .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 552,266 
General Purpose Outlays ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 1,188,350 

OCO Program Integrity Disaster Relief Emergency Total 

Memorandum Detail of Adjustments Made Above: 
Revised Security Discretionary Budget Authority ...................................................................... 0 0 0 4,686 4,686 
Revised Nonsecunty Category Discretionary Budget Authority .................................................. 0 0 0 0 0 
General Purpose Outlays ............................................................................................................ 0 0 0 803 803 

TRIBUTE TO LUTHER STRANGE 
Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, today I 

wish to honor my good friend and col-
league from Alabama, Senator LUTHER 
STRANGE, prior to his departure from 
the U.S. Senate. 

While LUTHER and I have worked 
closely together in the Senate, our 
friendship dates back nearly four dec-
ades. Over the years, I have had the 
privilege of not only getting to know 
LUTHER, but also getting to know his 
wife, Melissa, and his two sons, Luke 
and Keehn. 

Even before LUTHER was appointed to 
the U.S. Senate, he and I worked along-
side each other throughout much of 
our careers. When LUTHER was sworn in 
to fill Attorney General Sessions’ seat, 
I was pleased to have him just down 
the hall from my office. 

As soon as LUTHER was sworn into 
the Senate, he hit the ground running. 
His camaraderie, integrity, and great 
attitude did not go unnoticed. Another 
thing we all quickly observed about 
LUTHER in the Senate was his willing-
ness to help in any situation. He was 
always the first to volunteer, whether 
the task be big or small. LUTHER is ad-
mired by Members on both sides of the 
aisle, which is rare in Washington. He 
has made a lot of friends in the Senate 
and has worked in a bipartisan fashion. 

In addition to his work ethic and 
great attitude, LUTHER was able to ac-
complish an incredible amount legisla-
tively in a short period of time. His 
successes include his work on the final 
National Defense Authorization Act 
conference negotiations, securing three 
littoral combat ships, his help in 
achieving the 51 votes needed to pass a 
once-in-a-generation tax reform pack-
age, and helping repeal Obamacare. 

LUTHER’s time in the Senate was cut 
too short. I would be remiss not to 
mention how much I, along with my 
Senate colleagues, have enjoyed his 
company. 

I thank Senator STRANGE for his time 
and service both to Alabama and our 
Nation here in the Senate. I wish him 
all the best in his future endeavors, 
and I look forward to continuing our 
close friendship. 

Thank you. 
f 

TAX REFORM BILL 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, this week 

Congress sent the President a tax re-
form bill that will translate into real 
relief for American families. 

I have spent a lot of time on the floor 
of the Senate talking about how this 

bill will benefit these families in South 
Dakota and around the country. 

Today I would like to take a few min-
utes to recognize the hard work of 
those Members and staff who made the 
legislative goal of tax reform a reality. 

First, thank you to Senator Hatch 
for his leadership and members of the 
Finance Committee for a job well done. 

Numerous hearings, member meet-
ings, and a lot of compromise helped us 
get this bill to the finish line. 

As a result, the contributions and 
priorities of each member of the Fi-
nance Committee and, frankly, those of 
the entire conference are reflected in 
the final product. 

Having once served as a staffer here 
myself, I would like to recognize the 
many staff members who contributed 
to this product. 

Mark Warren, who serves as my tax 
counsel, has put in countless hours on 
this legislation. 

It has not been unusual over the last 
several months to find him in his office 
when I arrive at work before 7 a.m. and 
still at his desk late into the evening. 
With decades of experience, including 
time spent at the House Ways and 
Means Committee and at the Treasury 
Department, I and other members of 
the committee and conference relied 
heavily on Mark’s intricate knowledge 
of tax policy as we crafted this legisla-
tion. 

He worked very hard to help me ad-
vance priorities in this legislation in-
cluding provisions benefiting small 
businesses, farmers, and ranchers. 
Thanks in no small part to his efforts, 
we successfully delivered a tax reform 
bill that will work for them. Time 
spent at the office is time away from 
family. I am grateful to both him and 
his family for his efforts. 

I would also like to thank my legisla-
tive director, Jessica McBride, and my 
staff director, Brendon Plack. Brendon 
is a native of Madison,SD, and has been 
with my office for over 12 years. Jes-
sica is a native of Miller, SD, and has 
been with my office for 8 years. Their 
work, advice, and counsel were invalu-
able as we moved this bill across the 
finish line. 

I would also like to recognize a few 
other staff members for their hard 
work: Jay Khosla, Mark Prater, Jeff 
Wrase, Nick Wyatt, Matt Hoffman, 
Tony Coughlan, Eric Oman, Jen Acuna, 
Marty Pippins, Alex Monie, Preston 
Rutledge, Bryan Hickman, Brendan 
Dunn, and Monica Popp. 

I would also like to recognize Sen-
ator Toomey’s tax staff member, 

Randy Herdon, Senator Portman’s tax 
staffer, Zach Rudisill, and Senator 
Scott’s tax staffer, Shay Hawkins. 

I know many of them over the last 
few months were running on very little 
sleep and perhaps missing important 
events at home with family and friends 
in order to be here at work. Neverthe-
less, they were patient, thoughtful, and 
tireless in their efforts because they 
knew the work was important and the 
impact would be significant. 

We have all benefited from their wise 
counsel and have a better product for 
it. 

Early next year, this legislation is 
going to have a real impact on people’s 
lives across this country. Their hard 
work and contributions helped make it 
possible. They all worked incredibly 
hard and should be very proud of the 
work you have done on behalf of the 
American people. 

I thank them for their service, and 
congratulations on a job well done. 

f 

CONFIRMATION OF JAMES C. HO 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, I 
wish to voice my disappointment that 
Mr. James Ho was confirmed to serve 
as a judge on the Fifth Circuit. 

While at the Department of Justice, 
Mr. Ho wrote a memo that the George 
W. Bush administration used to 
greenlight the CIA’s use of torture. 
Furthermore, Mr. Ho’s comments on 
campaign finance reveal a common 
thread among Trump judicial nominees 
that I find particularly disturbing. 

Mr. Ho argued that some of the de-
tainees held by the U.S. at Guanta-
namo were not protected under the Ge-
neva Convention. The memo Mr. Ho 
wrote allowed the CIA to use interroga-
tion techniques banned by the Geneva 
Convention that caused the death of a 
detainee. The interrogation techniques 
Mr. Ho claimed were legal were ineffec-
tive and their use hidden from law-
makers. As my colleague Senator 
MCCAIN said when he introduced an 
amendment to reaffirm our govern-
ment’s prohibition on torture in 2015, 
‘‘Our enemies act without conscience. 
We must not.’’ 

I am also deeply concerned by Mr. 
Ho’s radical views on money in poli-
tics. Mr. Ho has said, ‘‘For truly rad-
ical but effective reform, we must re-
verse course and abolish all restric-
tions on campaign finance.’’ The over-
whelming majority of Americans, both 
Republicans and Democrats, disagree 
strongly with Mr. Ho and believe that 
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unlimited, unattributable amounts in 
money in politics corrupts our political 
system. Our political finance systems 
has been flooded with secret, corporate 
money since the 5–4 ruling in Citizens 
United. Mr. Ho’s opinion on campaign 
finance favors corporations and the 
wealthy who use money to yield influ-
ence and shape policy. 

Unfortunately, Mr. Ho is not the only 
Trump judicial nominee who has es-
poused such extreme views. Every sin-
gle nominee has come from a 
preapproved list created by the Herit-
age Foundation and the Federalist So-
ciety. This intellectual hegemony will 
harm Americans seeking redress in the 
courts. Recently, three judicial nomi-
nees withdrew their names from con-
sideration after the American public 
learned how inexperienced and unfit 
they were for a lifetime appointment. I 
encourage the Trump administration 
to submit mainstream nominees and to 
stop outsourcing our judicial system to 
rightwing think tanks. 

f 

SPECIAL COUNSEL MUELLER 

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, today I 
wish to commend Robert Mueller’s ca-
reer as a public servant and to con-
demn partisan, political attacks on Mr. 
Mueller’s reputation and American 
democratic systems. 

A brief glance at Mr. Mueller’s biog-
raphy reflects his consistent commit-
ment to serve the American people 
with honor and courage. As a young 
man, Mr. Mueller served with distinc-
tion in the Vietnam war. His list of 
commendations and military decora-
tions, including a Bronze Star, two 
Navy Commendation Medals, the Pur-
ple Heart, and the Vietnamese Cross of 
Gallantry, are emblematic of his lead-
ership and exemplary service. 

Mr. Mueller not only fought coura-
geously on the battlefield, but upon re-
turning home and earning his law de-
gree, he continued serving his country 
throughout his legal career. He cut his 
teeth working in U.S. attorney’s offices 
in Boston and San Francisco for over a 
decade, and when he later served at the 
Department of Justice, Mr. Mueller 
was nominated by President George H. 
W. Bush to lead the criminal division, 
where he oversaw cases as diverse as 
the prosecution of Panamanian dic-
tator Manuel Noriega and the 
Lockerbie bombing. 

In 1995, Mr. Mueller’s dedication to 
public service led him to leave a high- 
paying position at a private firm to 
join the DC U.S. attorney’s office 
homicide division to hold violent of-
fenders accountable for their crimes. 
Three years later, he became a U.S. at-
torney himself, serving in San Fran-
cisco and earning himself a reputation 
as a dogged and fair prosecutor com-
mitted to enforcing the rule of law. 

In 2001, Mr. Mueller was nominated 
by a second Republican President, 
George W. Bush, as the Director of the 
FBI, a position to which he was con-
firmed unanimously by this body. 

Whether navigating our response to the 
atrocities of 9/11, leading the Bureau’s 
reform in its aftermath, or trailblazing 
the Bureau’s role in combating cyber 
crimes, his tenure has been widely 
lauded. In fact, in 2011, as his 10-year 
term was set to end, we in the Senate 
voted 100 to 0 to extend his term until 
2013. 

In an era of increasing political and 
cultural tribalism, each time Mr. 
Mueller has been named or nominated 
for a new position, he has received bi-
partisan and unabashed praise—and 
rightly so. 

Mr. Mueller, as an expert in law en-
forcement, could not be better suited 
for the task at hand: an investigation 
into Russia’s interference in the U.S. 
elections. That Russia interfered in our 
elections is neither conjecture nor an 
attempt to rewrite the political out-
comes of 2016. It is a fact that was true 
for the U.S. and many European allies 
in the last year and will remain a seri-
ous risk to the validity of our future 
elections if we do not take action. Mr. 
Mueller’s investigation will serve as a 
necessary step to secure the ability of 
Americans to cast their vote in con-
fidence for those who will represent 
them in Washington. Nothing could be 
more sacred or more American. 

Serious, prudent, and thorough con-
gressional oversight is always appro-
priate. Reckless, partisan attacks on 
the integrity of an honest public serv-
ant are not the same as congressional 
oversight. Attacks like these embolden 
our enemies, animate opponents of de-
mocracy, and inspire terrorists. These 
attacks are nothing short of unpatri-
otic. 

I call on my colleagues on both sides 
of the aisle to stand up for the integ-
rity of the process that Mr. Mueller is 
leading. Skepticism of the outcomes of 
his investigation triggered by dis-
honest smears on Mr. Mueller’s reputa-
tion by Washington politicians would 
have lasting results and would com-
promise the ability of law enforcement 
to protect U.S. from our enemies, for-
eign and domestic. 

f 

SAFE SCHOOLS IMPROVEMENT 
ACT 

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I rise to 
speak about ‘‘A Beautiful Here,’’ a 
memoir by Linda Phillips that chron-
icles her struggle to overcome the ex-
traordinary grief of losing her son, 
Nuci, to suicide following his long bat-
tle with depression. 

Linda writes about an empathetic, 
caring, and happy child who grows in-
creasingly distressed through adoles-
cence. Nuci retreated from their close- 
knit family and, despite their efforts to 
support him through several periods of 
crisis and treatments, he succumbed to 
his disease. 

Though the family was distraught 
and heartbroken by Nuci’s death, 
Linda Phillips was also appalled at the 
lack of supports for individuals strug-
gling with suicide and for families who 
have lost loved ones to depression. 

At multiple points, Nuci failed to re-
ceive services or the compassionate 
support he needed. Indeed, after calling 
a crisis hotline while in college, Nuci 
was taken into custody by police and 
placed in handcuffs. Ultimately, the in-
cident resulted in his expulsion. On an-
other occasion, he was told to wait 
over a month for services when seeking 
support for his depression while in 
school. 

Linda also saw other families pull 
their children from much-needed treat-
ment programs because they could not 
afford the costly care. She saw first-
hand that survivors of suicide are often 
relegated to the shadows, met by un-
comfortable silence, or blamed for 
their loved ones’ deaths. 

Linda’s personal account sheds light 
on this tragic and pervasive problem. 
Though Nuci Phillips took his own life 
20 years ago, his story, sadly, remains 
just as relevant today. 

The American Foundation for Sui-
cide Prevention reports that nearly 
36,000 American’s die by suicide each 
year; that is one American every 15 
minutes. According to the Center for 
Disease Control, CDC, suicide is the 
third leading cause of death among 
young people between the ages of 10 
and 24 and results in approximately 
4,600 lives lost each year. 

In recent years, a shocking number 
of young people have attempted or 
ended their life through suicide as a re-
sult of bullying. Though not all in-
stances of bullying lead to suicide, 
bully victims are between two to nine 
times more likely to consider suicide 
than nonvictims, according to studies 
by Yale University. 

Nearly one in four students aged 12 to 
18 are affected by bullying and harass-
ment, according to recent data from 
the Department of Education. Another 
Department study estimates that 60,000 
students in the U.S. do not attend 
school each day because they fear 
being bullied. Bullying and harassment 
are a significant problem in our 
schools. 

These are issues that we can begin to 
address today by confronting bullying 
in our schools through strong 
antibullying policies. In far too many 
communities, whether in Pennsylvania 
or across the Nation, we are forced to 
deal with tragic consequences of bul-
lying or harassment when these poli-
cies or organizations do not exist. 
Other resources include school coun-
selors and crisis hotlines. 

My bill, the Safe Schools Improve-
ment Act, may not prevent all 
incidences of bullying, but it is an im-
portant step in the direction of tack-
ling this problem and holding school 
districts accountable. 

Depression and suicide, whether 
brought on by bullying or not, is a seri-
ous disease with potentially deadly re-
sults. More teenagers and young adults 
die from suicide than from cancer, 
heart disease, AIDS, birth defects, 
stroke, pneumonia, influenza, and 
chronic lung disease combined. 
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