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unlimited, unattributable amounts in
money in politics corrupts our political
system. Our political finance systems
has been flooded with secret, corporate
money since the 5-4 ruling in Citizens
United. Mr. Ho’s opinion on campaign
finance favors corporations and the
wealthy who use money to yield influ-
ence and shape policy.

Unfortunately, Mr. Ho is not the only
Trump judicial nominee who has es-
poused such extreme views. Every sin-
gle nominee has come from a
preapproved list created by the Herit-
age Foundation and the Federalist So-
ciety. This intellectual hegemony will
harm Americans seeking redress in the
courts. Recently, three judicial nomi-
nees withdrew their names from con-
sideration after the American public
learned how inexperienced and unfit
they were for a lifetime appointment. I
encourage the Trump administration
to submit mainstream nominees and to
stop outsourcing our judicial system to
rightwing think tanks.

————
SPECIAL COUNSEL MUELLER

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, today I
wish to commend Robert Mueller’s ca-
reer as a public servant and to con-
demn partisan, political attacks on Mr.
Mueller’s reputation and American
democratic systems.

A brief glance at Mr. Mueller’s biog-
raphy reflects his consistent commit-
ment to serve the American people
with honor and courage. As a young
man, Mr. Mueller served with distinc-
tion in the Vietnam war. His list of
commendations and military decora-
tions, including a Bronze Star, two
Navy Commendation Medals, the Pur-
ple Heart, and the Vietnamese Cross of
Gallantry, are emblematic of his lead-
ership and exemplary service.

Mr. Mueller not only fought coura-
geously on the battlefield, but upon re-
turning home and earning his law de-
gree, he continued serving his country
throughout his legal career. He cut his
teeth working in U.S. attorney’s offices
in Boston and San Francisco for over a
decade, and when he later served at the
Department of Justice, Mr. Mueller
was nominated by President George H.
W. Bush to lead the criminal division,
where he oversaw cases as diverse as
the prosecution of Panamanian dic-
tator Manuel Noriega and the
Lockerbie bombing.

In 1995, Mr. Mueller’s dedication to
public service led him to leave a high-
paying position at a private firm to
join the DC U.S. attorney’s office
homicide division to hold violent of-
fenders accountable for their crimes.
Three years later, he became a U.S. at-
torney himself, serving in San Fran-
cisco and earning himself a reputation
as a dogged and fair prosecutor com-
mitted to enforcing the rule of law.

In 2001, Mr. Mueller was nominated
by a second Republican President,
George W. Bush, as the Director of the
FBI, a position to which he was con-
firmed unanimously by this body.
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Whether navigating our response to the
atrocities of 9/11, leading the Bureau’s
reform in its aftermath, or trailblazing
the Bureau’s role in combating cyber
crimes, his tenure has been widely
lauded. In fact, in 2011, as his 10-year
term was set to end, we in the Senate
voted 100 to 0 to extend his term until
2013.

In an era of increasing political and
cultural tribalism, each time Mr.
Mueller has been named or nominated
for a new position, he has received bi-
partisan and unabashed praise—and
rightly so.

Mr. Mueller, as an expert in law en-
forcement, could not be better suited
for the task at hand: an investigation
into Russia’s interference in the U.S.
elections. That Russia interfered in our
elections is neither conjecture nor an
attempt to rewrite the political out-
comes of 2016. It is a fact that was true
for the U.S. and many European allies
in the last year and will remain a seri-
ous risk to the validity of our future
elections if we do not take action. Mr.
Mueller’s investigation will serve as a
necessary step to secure the ability of
Americans to cast their vote in con-
fidence for those who will represent
them in Washington. Nothing could be
more sacred or more American.

Serious, prudent, and thorough con-
gressional oversight is always appro-
priate. Reckless, partisan attacks on
the integrity of an honest public serv-
ant are not the same as congressional
oversight. Attacks like these embolden
our enemies, animate opponents of de-
mocracy, and inspire terrorists. These
attacks are nothing short of unpatri-
otic.

I call on my colleagues on both sides
of the aisle to stand up for the integ-
rity of the process that Mr. Mueller is
leading. Skepticism of the outcomes of
his investigation triggered by dis-
honest smears on Mr. Mueller’s reputa-
tion by Washington politicians would
have lasting results and would com-
promise the ability of law enforcement
to protect U.S. from our enemies, for-
eign and domestic.

———

SAFE SCHOOLS IMPROVEMENT
ACT

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I rise to
speak about ‘‘A Beautiful Here,” a
memoir by Linda Phillips that chron-
icles her struggle to overcome the ex-
traordinary grief of losing her son,
Nuci, to suicide following his long bat-
tle with depression.

Linda writes about an empathetic,
caring, and happy child who grows in-
creasingly distressed through adoles-
cence. Nuci retreated from their close-
knit family and, despite their efforts to
support him through several periods of
crisis and treatments, he succumbed to
his disease.

Though the family was distraught
and heartbroken by Nuci’s death,
Linda Phillips was also appalled at the
lack of supports for individuals strug-
gling with suicide and for families who
have lost loved ones to depression.
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At multiple points, Nuci failed to re-
ceive services or the compassionate
support he needed. Indeed, after calling
a crisis hotline while in college, Nuci
was taken into custody by police and
placed in handcuffs. Ultimately, the in-
cident resulted in his expulsion. On an-
other occasion, he was told to wait
over a month for services when seeking
support for his depression while in
school.

Linda also saw other families pull
their children from much-needed treat-
ment programs because they could not
afford the costly care. She saw first-
hand that survivors of suicide are often
relegated to the shadows, met by un-
comfortable silence, or blamed for
their loved ones’ deaths.

Linda’s personal account sheds light
on this tragic and pervasive problem.
Though Nuci Phillips took his own life
20 years ago, his story, sadly, remains
just as relevant today.

The American Foundation for Sui-
cide Prevention reports that nearly
36,000 American’s die by suicide each
year; that is one American every 15
minutes. According to the Center for
Disease Control, CDC, suicide is the
third leading cause of death among
young people between the ages of 10
and 24 and results in approximately
4,600 lives lost each year.

In recent years, a shocking number
of young people have attempted or
ended their life through suicide as a re-
sult of bullying. Though not all in-
stances of bullying lead to suicide,
bully victims are between two to nine
times more likely to consider suicide
than nonvictims, according to studies
by Yale University.

Nearly one in four students aged 12 to
18 are affected by bullying and harass-
ment, according to recent data from
the Department of Education. Another
Department study estimates that 60,000
students in the U.S. do not attend
school each day because they fear
being bullied. Bullying and harassment
are a significant problem in our
schools.

These are issues that we can begin to
address today by confronting bullying
in our schools through strong
antibullying policies. In far too many
communities, whether in Pennsylvania
or across the Nation, we are forced to
deal with tragic consequences of bul-
lying or harassment when these poli-
cies or organizations do not exist.
Other resources include school coun-
selors and crisis hotlines.

My bill, the Safe Schools Improve-
ment Act, may not prevent all
incidences of bullying, but it is an im-
portant step in the direction of tack-
ling this problem and holding school
districts accountable.

Depression and suicide, whether
brought on by bullying or not, is a seri-
ous disease with potentially deadly re-
sults. More teenagers and young adults
die from suicide than from cancer,
heart disease, AIDS, birth defects,
stroke, pneumonia, influenza, and
chronic lung disease combined.
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We must fight against this destruc-
tive illness by ensuring all children and
young adults have access to affordable
and effective mental health treatment
and services, such as counseling, medi-
cation, and crisis intervention. I would
like to thank Linda Phillips for shar-
ing her story and helping to shine a
light on this pervasive disease.

——

REMEMBERING LIEUTENANT GEN-
ERAL MICHAEL CHARLES SHORT

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, as co-
chair of the Air Force Caucus, I rise to
pay tribute to Lt. Gen. Michael C.
Short, who served this country faith-
fully for over 51 years, 35 years as an
Air Force fighter pilot and another 16
years as an Air Force and joint senior
mentor to leaders and future leaders of
our military. Lieutenant General Short
passed away on 27 October after a bat-
tle with cancer, and for those who
knew him, it is the only battle he ever
lost.

Born in Princeton, NJ, on 24 Feb-
ruary 1944, Lieutenant General Short
was the only child of Janet MacDonald
Short and Charles Francis Short. He
grew up in a military family and lived
in New Jersey, North Carolina, Japan,
Kentucky, Mississippi, and France.
Lieutenant General Short’s father,
Charles, was a paratrooper and a mem-
ber of the 82nd Airborne Division.
When Lieutenant General Short was
born, his father was stationed in Eng-
land preparing for the D-Day invasion.
On 6 June 1944, Charles Short jumped
into occupied France as a member of
the 507th Parachute Infantry Regi-
ment. He fought in the Battle of the
Bulge and helped liberate Europe from
Nazi Germany.

As most military children, Lieuten-
ant General Short attended several
schools growing up and excelled athlet-
ically and academically at every one.
He attended high school in France, par-
ticipating on his school’s football, bas-
ketball and baseball teams, and grad-
uating at the top of his class. Lieuten-
ant General Short applied for and was
accepted into the U.S. Air Force Acad-
emy, entering as a basic cadet on 26
June 1961.

In February 1965, then-Cadet First
Class Short met the love of his life,
Virginia Suhonen, a fourth-grade
school teacher, in Manitou Springs,
CO. Lieutenant General Short grad-
uated the Air Force Academy on 6 June
1965 and married Jini on 14 August 1965,
and together, they began an incredible
journey of partnership and selfless
service to each other and our Nation
that lasted 52 years.

Their first of 23 assignments began at
Webb Air Force Base in Texas, where
he attended pilot training. Follow-on
assignments included Arizona, South
Vietnam, Florida, Minnesota, Colo-
rado, Washington, Thailand, Phil-
ippines, the Pentagon, North Carolina,
Nevada, Texas, Virginia, Germany, and
Italy. Along the way, they grew their
family, with Jini giving birth to a son,
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Christopher, and daughter, Jennifer.
They lovingly welcomed in their
daughter-in-law Brooke and son-in-law
Scott, and celebrated the birth of five
grandchildren, Emily, Rachel, Sara,
Jacob, and Katie. Of course, no family
is complete without its pets and those
who knew the Shorts will always re-
member Hobo, Bogie, and Muppet.
Lieutenant General Short understood
the importance of family and was a de-
voted son, husband, father, and grand-
father. He was also an airmen’s air-
man.

Lieutenant General Short exempli-
fied what the Nation should demand of
its military members and senior lead-
ers. He was a master in the profession
of arms, a master of employing the
military tool of national power, and a
master instructor to generations of of-
ficers who continue to follow him and
keep his legacy alive in service to our
Nation. Upon earning his silver wings,
he began a flying career focused on
fighter aviation. He amassed over 4,600
flying hours and flew the F-4C, F-4D,
F4E, RF-4C, F-102, F-106, A-7, F-11T7,
A-10, F-15E, and F-16. He flew 276 com-
bat missions over Vietnam in the F-4,
flew and commanded combat missions
during Desert Storm in the F-15E, and
directed over 35,000 combat missions
during Operation Allied Force over
Yugoslavia.

In 1969, then-Captain Short, an F-4C
pilot, was awarded the Silver Star for
courageous action in Vietnam. General
Short was enroute to a target in North
Vietnam when he was diverted to sup-
port an F-105 pilot that was shot down,
had ejected, and was in the water off
the coast of North Vietnam. He was
tasked to take out the antiaircraft ar-
tillery sites that had shot down the F-
105 so they could bring in the rescue
aircraft. Both he and his wingman were
hit multiple times by antiaircraft ar-
tillery but were able to make it back
to base safety after delivering all their
rockets on target, knocking out the
gun sites, and enabling the rescue of
the downed F-105 pilot.

In 1986, then-Colonel Short was hand-
picked to be the operations group com-
mander of the 4450th Tactical Group at
Nellis Air Force Base, which operated
the highly classified F-117A stealth
fighter. He soloed in the F-117A on 14
January 1986, Bandit 199, and com-
manded the group until 1988.

In 1995, Lieutenant General Short
was the chief of staff to the commander
of NATO’s Allied Air Forces Southern
Europe in Naples, Italy, during Oper-
ation Deliberate Force, NATO’s first
air campaign, that brought the war in
Bosnian-Herzegovina to an end. The
following year, as the director of oper-
ations for U.S. Air Forces in Europe, he
was responsible for the deployment and
sustainment of NATO forces and their
equipment in Bosnia-Herzegovina dur-
ing and after Operation Joint
Endeavour. Gen George Joulwan, the
then-Supreme Commander Europe,
said, ‘‘He did the planning for the
bombing of Bosnia in 1995 and then,
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when we put the force into Bosnia, he
was critical coordinating the air trans-
port. He was impressive because he was
not only professional but innovative—
this was all new stuff”’

In 1998, Lieutenant General Short re-
turned to Naples, Italy, now as the
commander NATO’s Allied Air Forces
Southern Europe, leading the 19-mem-
ber NATO alliance and directing all air
operations in southern Europe. It was
during this time our Nation called on
General Short’s expertise in the em-
ployment of military power to try and
achieve peace. Lieutenant General
Short, who always left political discus-
sions to others, was directed to travel
with Richard Holbrooke to Belgrade,
Serbia, to be part of negotiations with
Federal Republic of Yugoslavian Presi-
dent Slobadan Milosevic. During the
meeting, President Milosevic leaned
forward and said to Lieutenant General
Short, ““So, you are the man who is
going to bomb me.” Lieutenant Gen-
eral Short replied, ‘“Well, I hope that
won’t be the case. I have a plan to pro-
pose to your generals that will prevent
your country from being bombed, but
in essence, you're right. I have U-2s in
one hand and B-52s in the other, and
the choice is up to you.” His statement
broke the tension, and the discussions
went on from there. The negotiations
successfully postponed the war, but on
24 March 1999, Lieutenant General
Short was directed to begin air oper-
ations against Yugoslavia. He success-
fully executed Operation Allied Force,
a 78-day NATO bombing effort to stop
the Serbian ethnic cleansing of Mus-
lims in Kosovo.

Lieutenant General Short received a
bachelor of science degree from the Air
Force Academy, a master’s degree in
systems management from the Univer-
sity of Southern California, was a dis-
tinguished graduate of Air Command
and Staff College and attended the In-
dustrial College of the Armed Forces in
Washington, DC. His decorations in-
clude the Defense Distinguished Serv-
ice Medal with one oakleaf cluster, the
AF Distinguished Service Medal with
one oakleaf cluster, the Silver Star,
the Legion of Merit, the Distinguished
Flying Cross with one oakleaf cluster,
and the Air Medal with fourteen
oakleaf clusters. In 1999, he was pre-
sented the Air Force Association’s
highest honor to a military member in
the field of national security, the H.H.
Arnold Award for commanding the air
campaign during Operation Allied
Force.

Lieutenant General Short retired on
1 July 2000 and began 16 years of work
as an Air Force and joint senior men-
tor focusing on the command and con-
trol of airpower. Lieutenant General
Short was known and respected by
servicemembers from all services in
the United States, as well as our allies.
He always gave clear, hard-hitting ad-
vice, passing on his knowledge of
things he did right and things he did
wrong. He traveled to the Republic of
Korea, Qatar, and many other loca-
tions to advise, teach and train airmen
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