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We must expand Social Security
services for seniors. Since 2010, Con-
gress has cut Social Security’s oper-
ating budget by 16 percent, and Repub-
licans want to cut it another 4 percent
this year. These budget cuts have re-
sulted in the loss of more than 10,000
employees, the closing of 64 field of-
fices, and reduced hours in many oth-
ers. In Vermont, one field office has
seen its staffing cut by 30 percent. Ac-
cording to a recent Washington Post
article, 10,000 people died in the past
year while they waited for decisions on
Social Security disability benefits. We
need to increase the funding for these
vital services by at least $1.4 billion
just to bring staffing back up to where
it was in 2010.

We need to keep our promises to our
veterans, the men and women who put
their lives on the line to defend our
country. Right now, we have tens of
thousands of vacancies in the VA.
Those vacancies must be filled. Vet-
erans must be able to get high-quality,
timely healthcare.

We must fight the opioid and heroin
epidemic that is sweeping this country.
All over America, we are seeing tens of
thousands of people, often young peo-
ple, overdosing on opioids and heroin.
States and communities all over this
country need the resources for preven-
tion and treatment. That is an issue
that cannot be delayed. It has to be
dealt with now.

Everybody knows that in the last
several months, we have seen disas-
trous hurricanes impact Texas and
Florida and Puerto Rico and the Virgin
Islands. In Puerto Rico today, there
continue to be many people who still
do not have electricity. We must pass
disaster relief right now that is ade-
quate and that treats Puerto Rico and
the Virgin Islands just as we will treat
Texas and Florida. We cannot continue
to delay given the enormous suffering
that is existing in Puerto Rico and in
the Virgin Islands.

Very briefly, let me touch on another
issue of enormous consequence which
simply cannot be ignored. On Sep-
tember 5, 2017, President Trump an-
nounced that he would be rescinding
President Obama’s Executive order on
DACA. That decision means that some
800,000 young people who have known
the United States of America as their
only home—this is where they grew up;
this is where they went to school—are
on the verge of losing their legal status
in terms of education, in terms of em-
ployment, and in terms of serving in
the military if that program is not re-
established. Without the legal protec-
tions afforded by the DACA Program,
these young people live in a constant
fear of being deported. Since the Presi-
dent’s announcement in September,
more than 11,000 people have lost the
protections under DACA, with there
being approximately 22,000 set to lose
their legal protections by the March 5,
2018, deadline.

Any spending agreement must ad-
dress the fear and uncertainty that has
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been unnecessarily caused by the ad-
ministration’s reckless actions, and a
clean Dream Act must be signed into
law as part of the budget negotiations.
Protecting the Dreamers and moving
these young people toward citizenship
is not some kind of wild and radical
idea; it is precisely what the American
people want. A recent Quinnipiac poll
showed that 77 percent of the American
people support providing legal protec-
tions to the Dreamers. This is an issue
that must be dealt with, and it must be
dealt with now.

When history looks back on this pe-
riod, I do not want it to see a U.S. Con-
gress that worked overtime to protect
billionaires and large corporations and
a Congress that turned its back on
working families and the children and
the sick and the poor. I do not want
history to look back on this period and
say that Members of Congress thought
it appropriate to spend $100 billion
more on the military but were not con-
cerned about veterans who did not get
the healthcare they needed or some
800,000 young people who are now
frightened that they will lose their
legal status.

As the U.S. Senate, we must get our
priorities right, and we need a budget
that deals not only with military
spending but with the needs of the mid-
dle class and working families of this
country.

I yield the floor.

———

RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:52 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. LEE).

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from New Jersey.
IRAN

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I
rise today as brave citizens in Iran are
taking to the streets to exercise their
fundamental right to freely express
their opinions and protest against their
government.

As a democracy founded on core val-
ues, including the freedom of speech,
equal rights under the law, and basic
human dignity, the United States must
always stand up for those peacefully
advocating for these principles. For
decades America has championed these
principles, not only because they are
right but because they promote our in-
terests. We know that nations whose
governments respect human rights and
freedom of expression, that uphold the
rule of law, and that protect the civil
rights and liberties of their people
serve as America’s most reliable allies,
most strategic security relationships,
and most prosperous economic part-
ners. Our enduring belief in democratic
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values compels all of us to stand up,
not as Democrats or Republicans but
as Americans, and to support citizens
around the world courageously pro-
testing the regimes that oppress them.

We stand with those who speak out,
and even risk their own lives, to make
their voices heard in the struggle
against oppression, inequality, and in-
justice. The fact that today’s protests
in Iran are against a regime that en-
gages in activity that directly threat-
ens our Nation, our allies, and our se-
curity interests is a separate matter.

Iran’s leaders may try to blame the
protests on outside forces, but in re-
ality this unrest is homegrown. The
Iranians marching in Tehran know ex-
actly who is to blame for the hardship,
inequality, and oppression they face in
their daily lives. It is the regime itself.
For those who have closely followed
the developments in Iran for years, it
is no surprise to learn that the regime
continues to disregard the basic rights
of its citizens. The regime has proven
that it has no moral qualms with forc-
ing the innocent to suffer. Already se-
curity forces are responsible for the
deaths of more than 20 Iranian pro-
testers. They have detained and impris-
oned hundreds of people who are simply
speaking their minds.

Of course, these abuses are just one
example of the consistently odious be-
havior we have witnessed from Iran in
recent years. This is a regime that has
proven that it is more interested in
building ballistic missiles than build-
ing bridges, that believes money is bet-
ter spent on terrorist networks in Leb-
anon and Syria than on schools and
hospitals for the Iranian people, that
any revenue generated by Iran’s inter-
national energy deals go directly into
the pockets of those fomenting discord
in the region and not into the hands of
Iranian citizens trying to feed their
families, and that will continue to en-
gage in malign activity that isolates it
from the community of nations, di-
rectly at the expense of the Iranian
people. For these reasons and many
more, I sincerely hope that the inter-
national community lives up to its re-
sponsibility to support all those who
are protesting this repressive regime.

However, words go only so far. The
United States must continue to lead
international efforts to counter the
Iranian regime’s destabilizing behavior
overseas. Unfortunately, this adminis-
tration has yet to take the lead. We
hear plenty of bluster from this Presi-
dent, but threatening tweets do not
constitute policy nor can they hold
Iran culpable. Putting a nation ‘‘on no-
tice”” means nothing if there are no
policies put in place. We need a real
strategy that addresses Iran’s desta-
bilizing activities in the Middle East,
whether it is the regime’s continued
support for terrorist networks, illegal
ballistic missile development, or
human rights abuses and political in-
terference in other countries.

These threats are what compelled me
to work with my colleagues across the
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aisle last year to pass the Countering
Iran’s Destabilizing Activities Act, a
bill to hold Iran accountable for its on-
going support for terrorism, ballistic
missile proliferation, and human rights
abuses. This legislation passed the Sen-
ate with an overwhelming bipartisan
majority of 98 to 2. Ultimately, it
served as the base text of the Coun-
tering America’s Adversaries Through
Sanctions Act, which addressed a wide
range of hostile behavior from not just
Iran but from Russia and North Korea
as well. This bill calls for the adminis-
tration to develop a comprehensive re-
gional strategy to deter conventional
and asymmetric threats. We are fast
approaching the deadline for that
strategy.

More importantly, however, we have
heard the President say for more than
a year that he was going to develop a
plan to hold Iran accountable. Thus
far, we have seen nothing more than
tough talk. The reality is that this ad-
ministration has yet to fully imple-
ment critical provisions of this law
that could substantively counter Iran’s
nefarious behavior. The bill gives the
President the authority to target
human rights abusers, including those
complicit in the ongoing repression of
protesters, but he has yet to use that
authority. The bill also authorizes the
President to go after those individuals
and entities that are violating inter-
national arms embargoes, exporting
hateful ideologies and weapons across
the region and fomenting violence and
chaos against innocent civilians in
Syria and Yemen, but he has yet to go
after these actors.

While the administration designated
Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps under terrorism authority—
something I applaud—it has not effec-
tively targeted actors associated with
the IRGC.

All of my colleagues know that I was
deeply skeptical and strongly opposed
to the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Ac-
tion. I voted against the JCPOA pre-
cisely because I thought it was a mis-
take to roll back sanctions on Iran
without the total dismantlement of its
nuclear infrastructure. However, refus-
ing to certify Iran’s compliance with a
deeply flawed deal, as the President did
in October, does little to address its
shortcomings. The President’s move in
October was a hollow attempt to fulfill
a campaign promise while continuing
to let Iran enjoy the benefits of the
JCPOA and continue its non-nuclear
malign activities throughout the re-
gion. Furthermore, this decision was
carried without a clear path forward
and without specific proposals that
could have garnered critical inter-
national support.

At the end of the day, the Trump ad-
ministration’s actions may have actu-
ally left the United States with less le-
verage to address Iran’s far-reaching,
nefarious behavior in the Middle East,
whether it be its support for terrorism,
its human rights abuses, or its illegal
ballistic missile development. None of
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these critical security challenges are
addressed simply by not certifying the
JCPOA, nor does it move us toward a
comprehensive international strategy
for the nuclear program Iran plans to
resume immediately following this
agreement’s expiration. In short, the
President’s own lack of policy has
squandered whatever leverage he may
have hoped to gain.

Furthermore, the President has se-
verely disadvantaged himself by gut-
ting the very instruments in his na-
tional security apparatus that should
be taking the lead on Iran and all for-
eign policy matters. As an architect of
the sanctions networks that crippled
Iran’s economy and forced its leaders
to negotiate with the international
community, I know how essential our
diplomatic arsenal is to confronting
Iran.

The President, however, seems com-
mitted to hollowing out those agencies
and offices that are in the best position
to advance our diplomatic interests.
The Trump administration, for exam-
ple, has shuttered the office of sanc-
tions policy at the State Department.
The Office of Foreign Assets Control at
the Treasury Department is now woe-
fully understaffed. As the President
publicly talks about supporting democ-
racy, his administration has scrapped
funding for human rights and democ-
racy programs and even removed the
word ‘‘democracy’’ from USAID’s mis-
sion statement.

Meanwhile, Iran continues to in-
crease its presence in Iraq, to maintain
support for the terrorist organization
Hezbollah, and to take credit for
Bashar al-Assad’s murderous grip on
power in Syria.

The United States must be willing to
work with its allies if we are serious
about holding Iran accountable. We
should be corralling our allies in Eu-
rope to begin treating all of
Hezbollah’s entities as terrorist organi-
zations. We should be moving our allies
toward the development of a com-
prehensive international strategy for
addressing Iran’s nuclear ambitions
once the JCPOA expires.

Finally, this administration must
prioritize the release of American citi-
zens unjustly arrested and detained in
Iran. Today, Princeton University stu-
dent Xiyue Wang, a scholar from one of
the most renowned academic institu-
tions in the world, in my home State of
New Jersey, remains in prison under ri-
diculous charges of espionage. Simi-
larly, Siamak Namazi, a former stu-
dent of Rutgers University in New Jer-
sey, remains in prison, along with his
father, a former UNICEF employee.
And Robert Levinson remains missing
after more than 10 years.

In short, this President’s approach
toward Iran thus far has been a dis-
jointed mix of campaign promises,
bluster, and confusing signals to our
allies—not a serious consideration of
how to effectively confront an existing
and growing threat.

So, as we approach a legally man-
dated deadline for the President to
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present Congress and the American
people with a sound policy to confront
a real threat, I call on the President to
make use of our incredible national se-
curity establishment, to consult ex-
perts who can help formulate a strong,
sound policy capable of confronting
Iran’s destabilizing behavior in the
Middle East, and to implement a strat-
egy that will effectively confront Iran’s
continued support for international
terrorism, its belligerent ballistic mis-
sile tests, and its ongoing public and
brutal abuses of human rights within
its own borders and around the world.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

TAX REFORM BILL

Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President, Repub-
licans just passed the largest tax re-
form package in 30-something years,
and middle America will go home in
February with bigger paychecks than
they did—I say in February because it
will not take that long for the IRS to
update their software. They will go
home with more money in their pock-
ets.

If there has been a theme in the
Trump administration, it is that they
want those working Americans, those
middle-class Americans, to do better
under this President than they did in
the previous 8 years. That tax reform
package is part of that, and I am
amazed that my Democratic colleagues
objected to it. They objected to middle-
class Americans having more money in
their pockets, in their take-home pay,
for no other reason, I think, than to re-
sist President Trump.

OFFSHORE OIL AND GAS LEASING PROPOSAL

Mr. President, what I am about to
speak about speaks to better jobs and
better wages for working Americans,
for those middle-class families.

This afternoon, the U.S. Department
of the Interior released the Trump ad-
ministration’s draft proposed program
for offshore oil and gas leasing. This
proposal would mean more affordable
energy made right here in the United
States of America. That is good news
for American workers and families. I
commend President Trump and Inte-
rior Secretary Zinke for their commit-
ment to supporting American workers
and making America energy dominant.

For decades, past administrations
have handcuffed American energy man-
ufacturers by restricting offshore
leases to the western and central Gulf
of Mexico. You could only drill there,
not elsewhere. Past plans left 90 per-
cent of U.S. offshore resources off lim-
its to energy producers and in the proc-
ess said no to thousands of good-paying
American jobs and billions of dollars in
offshore investments—when I say ‘‘off-
shore,” I mean off the American shore
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but creating jobs here in the United
States of America.

The Trump administration’s proposal
rejects the status quo and puts Amer-
ican workers and families first. It
would open areas with significant oil
and gas potential—areas off the coast
of Alaska and the Atlantic and Pacific
and portions of the eastern Gulf of
Mexico.

What are the ramifications of this?
According to one study, opening the
eastern Gulf of Mexico would create
nearly 230,000 new American jobs by
2035. It would bring roughly $115 billion
of investment to the United States.
Federal, State, and local governments
would collect an additional $70 billion
in tax revenue by 2035, not because
rates are going up—rates have now
gone down—but, rather, people are
making more money, and because they
are making more money at lower rates,
Federal, State, and local tax receipts
continue to increase. American energy
production would be boosted by about 1
million barrels of oil, making our
country more secure.

Let’s take a look at the State-by-
State job increases from these lease
sales. Florida gets the biggest gain of
all—87,000 new jobs by 2035. Texas
would add 62,0000 My home State of
Louisiana would add 31,000 new jobs.
Alabama would add 21,000; Mississippi,
12,000; and the rest of United States,
15,000 new jobs.

I know some of my colleagues across
the aisle, including my Democratic col-
league from Florida, have expressed
concerns about this energy production
plan’s impact on fishing and military
training in the Gulf of Mexico. Let’s re-
member that oil and gas manufacturers
have coexisted with other activities for
decades. I share my colleagues’ interest
in protecting our communities, busi-
nesses, and the environment. The re-
ality is that these goals are not mutu-
ally exclusive, especially on the gulf
coast.

Let me use Louisiana as an example.
According to NOAA, Louisiana has 4 of
the 10 top ports in the country by vol-
ume and value of seafood landed. In
2016, two Louisiana ports alone re-
ceived 670 million pounds of seafood
landed in the gulf. This is in addition
to the oil and gas production off of our
coast. Together with Texas, our two
States accounted for half of U.S.
shrimp landings.

NOAA also reports that roughly half
of the jobs in commercial and rec-
reational fishing in the gulf exist in
States where there is also oil and gas
production. Recreationally, gulf an-
glers accounted for 33 percent of fish-
ing trips, which equals 39 percent of
the total U.S. catch.

Of course, more than 85 percent of
recreational landings were in inland es-
tuaries or State territorial waters.
Most of the oil and gas activity we are
discussing today is in deeper, Federal
waters many miles away.

Again, the gulf coast is a working
coast, and it has been proven over the
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decades that multiple industries can
successfully coexist.

When my colleague from Florida
brought up his concerns about poten-
tial conflicts with the Department of
Defense operations in the Gulf of Mex-
ico, I took that very seriously. Ensur-
ing that our military is equipped to
train and test is vitally important.
However, it is simply not true that the
eastern Gulf of Mexico must be com-
pletely free of energy production in
order for the military to conduct oper-
ations. Our military’s own testing data
from the last 5 years makes that very
clear. This map shows all the Depart-
ment of Defense testing done in the
last b years in the eastern Gulf of Mex-
ico. The Department of Defense used
only 19 percent of the eastern Gulf of
Mexico during the last 5 years. To put
it differently, 81 percent of the gulf
went untouched.

When you look even more closely at
the space regularly used by our mili-
tary, it becomes clear that this objec-
tion to energy production in the east-
ern gulf does not pass the smell test.

This is the Panhandle of Florida.
Right here is the State of Alabama.
For those who are interested in it, the
Florida-Alabama bar is right there, and
this is where folks from Louisiana love
to go and enjoy themselves.

This is, if you will, zoomed in on the
last map and shows the spaces the mili-
tary used for more than 14 days during
that b-year period. So over 5 years,
these are the spaces it used for more
than 14 days—not per year but over the
5 years. Only 0.5 percent of the eastern
Gulf of Mexico was used by the Depart-
ment of Defense for more than 14 days
over the last 5 years—0.5 percent. That
means that the Department of Defense
regularly uses only 1 out of every 200
acres in the gulf.

I have met with both the Interior De-
partment and the Defense Department
and urged them to work together to en-
sure the best use of Federal waters.
This data shows that it can be done.

I am confident that, under the Trump
administration’s proposal, we can pro-
vide thousands of Americans with
good-paying jobs, boost our energy
manufacturing and security, strength-
en our economy, and do it in a way
that is environmentally responsible
and protects our communities.

I applaud today’s announcements be-
cause it will make a true difference for
our country and for the American peo-
ple, the American worker who has not
done well over the last 8 years but
under this administration has begun to
do well, and this is the next step in
making sure that his and her future is
as bright as it ever could be.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. COR-
NYN). The Senator from Utah.

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Senator from
Texas, Mr. CORNYN, be recognized at
the conclusion of my remarks.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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REMEMBERING THOMAS S. MONSON

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, I rise today
to honor the life of a truly remarkable
man: Thomas S. Monson, the president
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints.

On Tuesday night, at the age of 90,
President Monson was called home by
his Heavenly Father. I expect that his
reunion with his wife Frances was a
joyous occasion, and I am confident
that this reunion will provide comfort
to his three children and eight grand-
children.

But President Monson’s legacy is far
greater than his family, even though
that was of paramount importance to
President Monson and his wife Frances.
President Monson’s legacy also in-
cludes the countless men and women
whose lives were touched by him, as
well as the confident, global church he
helped to shepherd, to expand, and to
strengthen.

Consider this: In the 54 years Thomas
Monson served as an apostle, church
membership swelled from 2 million to
16 million. That accomplishment is a
blessing from God, but it was realized
by saints like President Monson, who
devoted their lives to serving Him—in
his case, starting at an exceptionally
young age.

Thomas Monson was born and raised
in Salt Lake City in a large and de-
voutly faithful family. He attended
Utah State University. He served with
honor in the U.S. Navy Reserve, and he
worked for a time in printing, includ-
ing for the Deseret News.

By the age of 22, he was the bishop of
a ward, a local congregation in Salt
Lake City, charged with guiding over
1,000 people in their walks with Christ.

By 36 he was a member of the
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, one of
the youngest people ever to receive
that special calling.

But Brother Monson did not give in
to hubris as a result of those unex-
pected and, in many cases, early pro-
motions. Quite the opposite, he was
humbled by the very heavy mantle
that had been placed on his shoulders
with each of these callings.

Members of President Monson’s ward
remember the young bishop as a steady
companion to people who were endur-
ing struggles and hardship. There were
80 widows in his ward, and Bishop Mon-
son took the time to visit every single
one of them on a regular basis. Also in
his ward were 18 servicemen fighting in
the Korean war. Every month, he sent
letters to those 18 men to remind them
that they had not been forgotten, and
even decades later, he would speak of
these servicemen and widows during
the church’s General Conference meet-
ing. His love for them could still be felt
by those in attendance.

Those stories illustrate the kind of
man President Monson truly was. I can
testify to this fact through personal
anecdotes of my own, including the
fact that in 2010, shortly after I had
been elected to the U.S. Senate, Presi-
dent Monson invited me, along with
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my wife Sharon and our three children,
to visit with him in his office in Salt
Lake City. He prayed with us, encour-
aged us, and offered us counsel. As
much as anything, we just felt honored
that he would take the time to meet
with us and show interest in our lives.

This is perhaps the single most con-
sistent thread in President Monson’s
life. He was someone who at every step
of his life, at every stage of his service,
was always willing to reach out to oth-
ers, to visit them even without anyone
else expecting it. He was known—fa-
mous, in fact—for routinely inter-
rupting his daily routine just to visit
someone who happened to be sick, who
happened to be in the hospital, who
happened to be going through some-
thing difficult. President Monson
didn’t always know the reason why he
needed to visit the person in advance;
he just knew it needed to be done, and
he always did.

There are lessons that we can learn
here in the U.S. Senate about this type
of service—this type of service that is
selfless, that is eternal in its scope and
in its reach, this type of service that
blesses the lives of other human beings
without any expectation of remunera-
tion. He was a leader who understood
how even small, seemingly insignifi-
cant acts of kindness could affect peo-
ple’s lives in profound, lasting ways.

He always urged his brothers and sis-
ters within the church and elsewhere
to be on the lookout for signs that God
was calling them to help. ‘“‘Never fail to
follow a prompting of the Holy Spirit,”
he would say, and on a regular basis, he
did just that. This could mean visiting
a relative in the hospital or delivering
a meal to a coworker who was mourn-
ing a loss or just checking in on a
friend he hadn’t seen in a while.

For President Monson, it was always
about taking time for that personal
connection. President Monson Kknew
that little encounters build strong re-
lationships—and strong saints.

In 2008, President Thomas S. Monson
was called to lead the church. He
proved to be a good steward of the
church in a fast-moving world and in
an expanding, growing faith commu-
nity. Many obituaries have already
noted how in 2012 he lowered the age
requirement for missionaries, a deci-
sion that increased the missionary
force in short order from 52,000 to al-
most 70,000. That is almost 20,000 more
young people to spread the Gospel and
daily serve in those communities
around the world.

But President Monson did far more
than that to strengthen the church’s
commitment to caring for the least in
our community. Under his leadership,
the church expanded its poverty and
disaster relief programs. He even added
“‘caring for the poor and needy’ to the
church’s official mission statement.

President Monson lived in Utah al-
most his entire life, but his heart was
with the church spreading throughout
the world. During the depths of the
Cold War, he helped lead the Latter-
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day Saints trapped behind the Iron
Curtain. Mormons in the Soviet Union
were poor just like everyone else. They
didn’t have a temple, and their govern-
ments forbade them from traveling
abroad. As a result, they didn’t have
access to temple ceremonies that are
central to our faith. That didn’t sit
well with President Monson.

As he told his brothers and sisters
from the pulpit during a trip to East
Germany, he wanted them to share in
“every blessing” of the faith. So he
gave everything he had to help those
people, even the shirt off his own
back—aquite literally. He returned from
one trip to the Soviet Union in his
house slippers because he had given his
spare clothes to the less fortunate, a
funny story that brings to mind the
words of the Savior: “[For] I was a
stranger, and ye took me in: [I was]
naked, and ye clothed me.”

Around that time, President Monson
began two decades of quiet diplomacy
with the Soviet authorities, including
with Erich Honecker himself. His labor
reaped a tremendous harvest. In a re-
gime that was hostile to religion and
to outsiders, he won approval for Mor-
mon missionaries to come and spread
the Gospel.

In 1985, he won an even bigger tri-
umph when a temple opened behind the
Iron Curtain in Freiberg, Germany.
Ninety thousand East Germans at-
tended the dedication of that temple.

He had followed a prompting of the
Lord. The result was nothing less than
that dramatic, impactful tear in the
Iron Curtain, one that had stifled reli-
gious belief, but religious belief was fa-
cilitated by this noble servant of the
Lord Jesus Christ.

These are just a few stories from
President Monson’s life that I have
shared, and I would like to conclude
with just one more. Not long ago,
President Monson was asked what he
wanted for his birthday, which was
coming up. Here was his simple re-
sponse:

Do something for someone else on that day
to make his or her life better. Find someone
who is having a hard time, or is ill, or lonely,
and do something for them. That’s all I
would ask.

President Monson was always look-
ing for little ways to help other people.
That wish is as true in death as it was
in life. In lieu of flowers for his funeral,
the church has requested contributions
be made to the church’s Humanitarian
Aid Fund.

President Monson’s legacy will out-
last his death because he chose to fol-
low the One who conquered death, tak-
ing upon Himself the sins, the trans-
gressions, the pains, the miseries of all
mankind so that we, too, might return
to live with Him.

President Monson will be missed.
President Monson, God be with you
until we meet again.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CAS-
SIDY). The majority whip.
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE CONGRESS

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I know
we are back, fresh from the holidays,
at the start of a new year, and all of us
are already thinking a lot and working
hard on the tasks we have at hand. We
have a lot to do, especially before the
next continuing resolution expires on
January 19.

But I don’t want to make the mis-
take of failing to recount the good
work we were able to accomplish on be-
half of the American people in 2017 be-
cause, sometimes, in the hustle and
bustle of life, we fail to acknowledge
those things that we have actually
been able to do, for which we ought to
be grateful, and that our constituents
need to know about. I would like to
take just a few minutes to do exactly
that because, unfortunately, in the
hyperpolitical and hyperpolarized po-
litical environment we live in today—
especially with the advent of social
media—there are always some
naysayers and pundits who want to
offer their comments. One of the things
I have noticed most about many of
those naysayers and pundits when they
comment on what is happening here in
Washington is how little they know
about the facts. The facts matter, and
I want to offer those for the public’s
consideration now.

In January of last year, the Nation
was quickly called to order following
the inauguration of President Trump.
One of his first actions was to nomi-
nate Neil Gorsuch to the U.S. Supreme
Court. I think most of us were aston-
ished at the quality of this selection,
many of us not being familiar with the
Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals on
which Justice Gorsuch served in Den-
ver, CO.

Justice Gorsuch was quickly con-
firmed in April, and then we moved on
to fill other judicial vacancies, which,
of course, are the prerogative of the
President to make that nomination
and to then be confirmed with the ad-
vice and consent of the Senate. We,
like the President, have made filling
these judicial vacancies a priority.

The fact is, though, that the Senate
is in the personnel business. In other
words, our friends in the House of Rep-
resentatives don’t have to vote on con-
firmation of judges and other Presi-
dential nominees, but we in the Senate
have that responsibility. All told, we
have confirmed 19 men and women to
the Federal bench in 2017, setting a
record for appellate judges confirmed
during a President’s first year in office.
Two of them, Jim Ho and Don Willett,
I am pleased to say, will serve from
Texas on the Fifth Circuit Court of Ap-
peals that sits in New Orleans. These
are exceptionally qualified nominees—
and typical in that description of the
types of people that President Trump
has selected to serve in the Federal ju-
diciary.

But our work wasn’t just confined to
confirming the President’s nominees.
After 8 years of overreach, hundreds of
burdensome rules passed during the
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previous administration—many in the
waning hours of President Obama’s
Presidency—were rolled back or sus-
pended. I am glad Congress did its part,
using the Congressional Review Act to
roll back 15 harmful regulations last
year. As much as anything, I think
that has contributed to the soaring
stock market, the increase in con-
sumer confidence, and the extraor-
dinary rebound of our economy.

As last summer began, we passed a
bill funding Texas priorities. It funded
things like the National Space Admin-
istration programs at Houston’s John-
son Space Center, which will advance
missions, hopefully back to the moon
and eventually to Mars. We allowed
through that funding to make sure
that the Department of Homeland Se-
curity had what they needed to hire ad-
ditional Border Patrol and agents at
ports of entry to improve those check-
points and to add immigration court
judges too.

I remember thinking about Hurri-
cane Harvey. A friend of mine years
ago asked the rhetorical question: Do
you know what makes God laugh? Then
he answered: When we make plans.

Hurricane Harvey is perhaps an ex-
ample of that, because we were making
other plans when we got this natural
disaster known as Hurricane Harvey.

Texas was pummeled with the most
extreme rain event in the history of
the United States, devastating more
than 28,000 square miles along the
coast. I, along with the entire Texas
congressional delegation, helped secure
roughly $30 billion for recovery efforts,
but the thing I am most proud of is the
way ordinary Texans responded to
their neighbors in need. They weren’t
waiting around for Washington to act
first. They wanted to act to help their
neighbors, their community, and their
State.

Recognizing we have the Presiding
Officer from Louisiana, I just want to
make special note of the Cajun Navy
that came over from Louisiana to help
rescue people off of their rooftops. That
is part of what makes not only Texas
and Louisiana great, but it is what
makes America great, too, when people
will come to the aid of their fellow
Americans.

As Texans tore out sheetrock and
molded carpet in their living rooms,
Federal resources helped piece together
the lives disrupted. Now we have to
make sure we complete the task by de-
livering additional relief not only to
Texas but to Florida, Puerto Rico, and
the Virgin Islands, as well as to those
States devastated by the wildfires out
West. The House having passed a sub-
stantial disaster relief bill and sent it
over to us, I am hopeful that is some-
thing we will take up and pass very
soon, perhaps as soon as January 19.

I spoke about natural disasters, but
now let me turn to a manmade dis-
aster. After the hurricane, Texas was
dealt a second blow just 2 months
later, when a man opened fire at a
church in Sutherland Springs, TX.
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With multiple convictions for domestic
violence, a felony conviction, and a
history of mental illness, this indi-
vidual should never have been able to
legally purchase a firearm because,
under existing law, those conditions
disqualify you from being able to pur-
chase a firearm, if you are a convicted
felon, convicted of domestic violence,
or have a history of mental illness.

That is why, following this terrible
disaster where 26 people were killed, I
introduced the bipartisan Fix NICS
Act—that is, Fix the National Instant
Criminal Background Check System
Act—to ensure existing laws are en-
forced and convicted felons don’t ex-
ploit our background check system by
lying and buying. I am going to con-
tinue to urge the passage of this impor-
tant piece of legislation, which is, as I
say, bipartisan, as it should be.

The fall of 2017 gave way to winter
and soon came the flurries of snow not
only here in Washington but back
home in Texas. The week before Christ-
mas, we completed comprehensive tax
reform—a historic overhaul of the Tax
Code and the first in more than three
decades.

We said originally that our goals
were threefold: One was to make the
Tax Code simpler; the second was to
make sure everybody in every tax
bracket saw a decrease in their tax li-
ability; and third was to make the
American Tax Code competitive in the
global economy. Until that point, we
had the highest tax rate in the indus-
trialized world, which caused compa-
nies to move or invest offshore and cre-
ate jobs in other countries rather than
the United States because we had the
most burdensome tax in the industri-
alized world.

As I said, this bill—mow law—reduces
taxes in all income brackets and boosts
the standard deduction and child tax
credit. This means that only 1 out of 10
taxpayers will likely choose to itemize
because they will actually benefit more
from the standard deduction along
with the child tax credit. It will allow
businesses to add jobs, raise wages, and
reinvest in the United States from
overseas. For example, a family of four
making the median income will see
their taxes drop by more than $2,000—a
reduction of nearly 58 percent.

Tax reform complements an economy
that has already been truly unleashed
under this administration. Just since
January, the economy has added 1.7
million new jobs, and over the last two
quarters, our economy has grown at
more than 3 percent—as compared to
an average of only 1.9 percent under
the previous administration.

While not historic in the sense that
the tax bill was historic, there is other
legislation we passed with little fan-
fare but significant impact that I
would like to mention.

One is a bill I championed called the
PROTECT Our Children Act, which re-
authorizes task forces to combat child
exploitation online. The second I would
like to mention is a bill that tackled
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elder abuse. A third, called the SAFER
Act—which was signed today by the
President—reauthorizes rape kit audits
and prioritizes the training of pediatric
nurses handling sexual assault cases.

I was shocked and chagrined a year
or so ago to learn there could be as
many as 400,000 untested rape kits ei-
ther sitting in evidence lockers or in
laboratories untested. Now, thanks to
the Debbie Smith Act—named after a
heroic woman who has championed the
funding of Federal efforts to identify
and test this backlog of rape kits—that
number is far smaller today, but reau-
thorization of the SAFER Act is impor-
tant to keep our commitment to vic-
tims of sexual assault that we will do
everything in our power to help them
identify their assailant and bring them
to justice, and, at the same time, exon-
erate people who may be falsely ac-
cused because there is no DNA match.

Finally, other legislation I filed and
has now been signed into law assists
police departments in hiring military
veterans. We know our police depart-
ments are always in need of good, high-
ly qualified applicants for those impor-
tant first responder jobs. Once signed
by the President, it will streamline the
process that Active-Duty personnel and
reservist members go through to apply
for their commercial driver’s license.

We know it is a long and arduous
process to apply for a commercial driv-
er’s license, so why not take our Ac-
tive-Duty military who are soon to re-
tire or our veterans and expedite their
ability to qualify for a commercial
driver’s license when they leave the
military?

As I said, these bills don’t grab big
headlines, but they chip away at prob-
lems and were passed on a bipartisan
basis—which I think puts the lie to the
canard that nothing ever gets done in
Washington.

The job of men and women in Con-
gress is to serve the people who elected
us. This last year we made important
strides, but our work is just beginning.
As I said at the outset, there is much
that lies ahead. Many Americans and
many Texans are still knocking at the
door of greater prosperity. I hope we
will make it our New Year’s resolution
to open that door a little wider in 2018.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RESCINDING THE COLE MEMO

Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, I rise
today because earlier on this day, the
Trump administration and Attorney
General Jeff Sessions rescinded the
Justice Department’s policy known as
the Cole memo.

The Cole memo is a policy issued
under the Obama administration in-
structing prosecutors to shift away
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from a focus on nonviolent marijuana
crimes and toward more serious crimes
that threaten our communities. This
memo was a critical step and a move in
the right direction, undoing some of
the catastrophic damage that has been
caused by the failed War on Drugs. It
was a step forward for the Federal Gov-
ernment in mending our broken drug
policies that have so hurt our Nation
in so many ways. I believe it was a step
forward that the vast majority of
Americans who believe the War on
Drugs failed agree with. It was a step
forward that improved Americans’
safety, saved money, and better aligned
our laws with our most fundamental
values of fairness, equality, and jus-
tice. Yet, today, Attorney General Jeff
Sessions has instructed the Depart-
ment of Justice to not just double
down on failed policy but to turn back
the clock and undermine the well-being
of our country.

The policy change actually goes
against what Jeff Sessions promised
elected officials in this body before his
confirmation. We already heard from
the other CORY in the Senate—Repub-
lican Senator CORY GARDNER—that he
had a commitment from the Attorney
General before his confirmation that
this is not what he would do.

This is an attack on our most sacred
ideals and the very purpose of the De-
partment of Justice, which is to pro-
tect Americans, to elevate ideals of
justice, and to do right by people. It is
a failure of this administration, which
said—our President said during his
campaign that he would honor what
States are doing. It is a betrayal by our
Attorney General, who gave a commit-
ment to at least one Republican Mem-
ber of this body. But most signifi-
cantly, it will hurt America. It ignores
the fact that there is a growing bipar-
tisan consensus that the War on Drugs
has failed. It sacrifices our critical, ur-
gently needed resources in our commau-
nities, violating our values and de-
stroying families, and has failed to
make us safer.

Let me walk through those four
points one by one—first, this massive
waste of public resources that are ur-
gently needed in other areas. In the
last four decades in this country, we
have spent so much on these policies at
the same time that we are disinvesting
from public education, from our public
colleges, disinvesting from investments
and innovation, investments in science
and research. Yet we have spent tril-
lions of dollars on this failed War on
Drugs.

We have created a nation that says
we are the land of the free, but we are
the incarceration nation on the planet
Earth. One out of every four incarcer-
ated people on this planet is impris-
oned here in the United States of
America. One out of every three incar-
cerated women on the planet is incar-
cerated right here in the United States
of America.

Between the time of 1990 and 2005, we
have devoted so much of our resources
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to building new prisons. During that
time, we were building a new prison in
the United States every 10 days to keep
up with the massive amount of people
who were being driven into our prisons.
One new prison was being built every 10
days as our infrastructure and our
roads and bridges crumbled.

We have sidelined the resources of
our law enforcement officials. I know
this, having been a former mayor. The
precious time, resources, and energy of
our law enforcement officials have
been sidelined, redirecting them to
marijuana enforcement, and for what?

At a time when we have real issues to
deal with in our country, such as a
drug epidemic; at a time when people
cannot afford treatment and when
there are waiting lists for treatment
because we don’t have the resources to
deal with this opioid epidemic, we are
instead using our resources to enforce
marijuana laws.

The Centers for Disease Control, the
CDC, reported last year that 91 Ameri-
cans die every single day from the
opioid epidemic in this country. Mean-
while, according to FBI data from 2014,
one American is arrested every single
minute for marijuana possession—one
American every minute for marijuana
possession. That is about 1,700 Ameri-
cans being arrested every day for mari-
juana possession, using police re-
sources, resources to put people in jail,
to hold them, to feed them, court re-
sources. All that can be used better and
invested in our society to deal with the
ravages of the opioid epidemic. Police
resources that could be used to chase
after violent offenders are instead
being used for marijuana possession. It
is somehow crazy that we think we can
arrest our way out of a problem.

Doubling down on these failed efforts
makes no sense. It is a massive waste
of our precious resources as a society.

No. 2, it is also perpetuating injustice
in our country. We believe that every-
one in this Nation should have equal
justice under the law. Those are the
words written on the Supreme Court.
But we know this War on Drugs has not
been a War on Drugs, it has been a war
on people—and not all people but cer-
tain people, the most vulnerable peo-
ple. It has been a war on people, a war
on mentally ill people. It has been a
war on people of color.

The unequal application of mari-
juana laws has created a justice system
where outcomes are often more depend-
ent upon race and class than dependent
upon guilt or innocence. In privileged
communities and places all across this
country, marijuana is being used with
little fear of consequences and openly
spoken about and joked about with lit-
tle understanding of the painful fact
that the War on Drugs in America has
scarcely affected their lives but the
War on Drugs, because of the unequal
application of the laws, is affecting
people in other communities.

I have seen this personally. I went to
Stanford and to Yale, and I watched
drug use being done openly—marijuana
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use. There are no FBI investigations,
no sting operations set up to go after
the privileged in this country.

There are people in this body who
openly admit to using marijuana with
no consequence. But if you are poor or
vulnerable in the TUnited States of
America, they are coming after you,
and there will be consequences. I have
had countless conversations with elect-
ed officials about their own personal
drug use because it is outrageous to
me, this outrageous hypocrisy that
they could flaunt drug rules while poor
people and people of color suffer as a
result of our marijuana laws.

The facts are clear. The dispropor-
tionate enforcement of marijuana laws
has helped to create a system of mas-
sive injustice in our country, and it is
obvious. There is no difference in
America between Blacks and Whites
using marijuana, no difference between
Blacks and Whites selling marijuana.
Blacks are 3.7 times more likely to be
arrested for marijuana possession than
a White person is. This is a targeting of
certain communities, a targeting of
low-income people who are having
their lives devastated by this unequal
application of the law. Jeff Sessions’
announcement today will make the
problem worse.

People don’t understand what it
means to have a felony conviction for
marijuana possession. Most people
have no understanding that this is a
lifetime sentence in America. It not
only affects the individual’s ability to
get a job, you can’t get a Pell grant if
you have a felony conviction for mari-
juana usage, which many people in this
body have done. You can’t get a busi-
ness license with a felony conviction
for marijuana. You can’t get food
stamps. You can’t get public housing.

It devastates individuals economi-
cally, but it devastates their families
as well. It destroys the lives of children
when suddenly the earner in their fam-
ily, who is guilty of no more a serious
crime than some of my colleagues—
suddenly they have to pick up the
pieces after one of their parents is sent
away to prison. Missing 1 or 2 days of
work often means losing your job, not
being able to make your car payment
or rental payment. We know that for
children, where their father is in pris-
on, they are more than five times more
likely than their peers to be expelled or
suspended from school.

This marijuana enforcement is dev-
astating families—the fundamental
building blocks of communities—and it
is devastating communities. These
laws weaken our overall economic
health. One study found that if it
weren’t for the mass incarceration ex-
plosion as a result of the War on Drugs,
the poverty rate in this country would
be 20 percent lower.

We have a self-inflicted wound by
wasting the resources—police resources
and financial resources—of this coun-
try, and we have another self-inflicted
wound by destroying families and com-
munities economically.
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It also has hurt our safety as a coun-
try. There are communities all across
this Nation that worry about the safe-
ty of their children, the safety of their
families, and the safety of their neigh-
borhoods. By taking these critical re-
sources away from law enforcement,
this is a sacrifice of our efforts to make
communities safe and strong.

In 2016, more Americans were ar-
rested for marijuana possession than
for all violent crimes combined. How
many unsolved murders are there? How
many unsolved assaults? How much vi-
olence and crime should our police be
investigating as opposed to dealing
with marijuana prohibition? We have
fewer police resources, fewer officers.
We have occupied our prisons with
more marijuana arrests than for rape,
murder, aggravated assault, or even
the unsolved robberies alone in our
country because we are spending our
precious police resources on marijuana
prohibition. Our history shows this is
true.

Historians now attest to the com-
plete and utter failure of another pro-
hibition in this country, which is the
prohibition of alcohol. It arguably
made people less safe. It led to more
drinking and was a blow to our econ-
omy and the ability of our officers to
do their job. It was even a blow to offi-
cers’ safety and security.

If we are serious about making our
communities safer or stronger, families
more secure, we should be focusing on
how to undo the catastrophic damage
of marijuana prohibition, not double
down on it.

I say all of this as someone who ran
a police department in Newark. It was
under my authority as mayor. My offi-
cers would talk about the churn of peo-
ple they arrested again and again on
nonviolent charges—which, by the way,
many of our law enforcement officers
may have engaged in and people in po-
sitions of authority, like Senators and
Presidents, have done themselves,
deepening the distrust between officers
and the community.

I saw firsthand how the dispropor-
tionate enforcement of our drug laws
made communities of mine
overcriminalized and underprotected—
overcriminalizing possession of mari-
juana and underprotecting them on se-
rious crimes.

This is an issue which I know too per-
sonally. I have seen this from walking
privileged and elite communities like
universities or here in Washington, and
I know it because I may be the only
Senator who, when I go home, I go
home to an inner-city community. I go
home to a community where my census
track is about $14,000 per household. I
love my neighborhood. I love my com-
munity. I love my neighbors, but it is
outrageous to me that communities
like mine and all over this country
have seen the vicious impact of the
War on Drugs, while other commu-
nities—elite communities—can brag
and joke about their marijuana usage.

I am proud that I spent most of my
adult life working with the people of
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Newark, NJ—a city that is rich with
culture, that is rich with art, that is
rich with civic engagement—but I
know, from Camden to Paterson, to
Passaic, to Newark, there are commu-
nities like mine that, every single day,
are getting the devastating blow of this
prohibition—this war on marijuana.

I see the anguish people feel about
the unjustness and the unfairness of it
all and having lives upended for getting
caught with small amounts of mari-
juana. I have seen countless people who
couldn’t find a job or a decent place to
live to support their families.

I will never forget, as a city council-
man in Newark, waiting in line at the
DMYV. A guy came over and told me the
story that he was issued a uniform. He
finally had a job that had a pension. He
could support his family and move out
of a bad neighborhood into a better
one. He was so excited. They ran his
record, and 18 years earlier he had a
nonviolent, marijuana-related charge,
and they took it all away from him.
Think about that comparison to the
highest office in the land, where mari-
juana users have occupied with no con-
sequence—the hypocrisy of it all.

These aren’t just a few people. These
are hundreds of thousands of Ameri-
cans who are bearing the brunt of non-
violent charges for marijuana. They
have had their lives destroyed. They
have that lifetime sentence of, time
and time again, having to check a box
about a marijuana arrest, having their
uniforms taken away, opportunities
closed.

I have seen how these laws make us
less safe. When are we going to get
back to this understanding that we—
all of us as Americans—put our hand
on our heart and we make a pledge; we
swear an oath that we will be a nation
of liberty and justice, not for the privi-
leged, not for the elite, but we will be
a nation of liberty and justice for all.

Countless people have talked about
equal justice under the law. They have
talked about these ideals and prin-
ciples from this floor. They talked
about it in the suffrage movement.
They talked about it in the civil rights
movement. It goes all the way back to
slavery. Frederick Douglass, on the
24th anniversary of the Emancipation
Proclamation, made a statement that
was as true then as it is now. He said:

Where justice is denied, where poverty is
enforced, where ignorance prevails, and
where any one class is made to feel that soci-
ety is an organized conspiracy to oppress,
rob and degrade them, neither persons nor
property will be safe.

Well, this is the War on Drugs. This
is the marijuana prohibition. It has
been a systematic oppression of poor
people in our country. It has destroyed
and devastated individuals, families,
communities, and cities. It has bled
our national treasure. It has filled our
jails to the point where we had to build
more and more of them. It has taken
away resources from investing in drug
treatment or education, which we
know not only drives down drug use
but empowers people economically.
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This is the War on Drugs. This is the
war on marijuana. Attorney General
Sessions’ policy rescission today will
only make these problems worse, at a
time that the majority of the Amer-
ican public agrees with me—agrees
that this prohibition must end. The
majority of the American people un-
derstand that this policy makes our
communities less safe, wastes tax-
payers’ money, makes it more difficult
for police officers to do their jobs, and
ultimately hurts the struggling folks
at the bottom of the economic ladder
most. It disproportionately affects
Black and Brown Americans. They are
the ones who are bearing the brunt of
our failure to get rid of this prohibi-
tion.

Let’s be clear about what this set-
back is. The American people know the
War on Drugs has failed. They want
change. Republicans and Democrats
and Independents in States all across
our country are making change at
their legislature, at the ballot box—
voting in a repeal of these awful, un-
fair, wasteful policies all across this
country. In red States and blue States,
Americans are marching, are standing
up, and are fighting to change these
laws.

We know States that have legalized
marijuana have seen a massive in-
crease in revenue and decreased rates
of serious crime. Crime is going down
in those communities. They have been
able to put more resources to use to ad-
dress urgent public needs like edu-
cation and infrastructure.

In Colorado, arrest rates have de-
creased and State revenue has in-
creased. Washington State has seen a
10-percent decrease in violent crime
over the 3-year period following legal-
ization.

It is time for Congress to step up to
the plate. It is time for us to once
again live up to our oath. It is time for
us once again to fight to make our
country a place of liberty and justice
for all.

I know right now Attorney General
Jeff Sessions and President Trump are
standing squarely on the wrong side of
history. I know what our ancestors
have taught us about the arc of the
moral universe bending toward justice.
I know this is not a matter of if but a
matter of when we will have sane mari-
juana policies in this country and end
the prohibition that is destroying
neighborhoods. I know these things.

How long will people suffer? How
long will we waste resources? How long
will we make ourselves less safe? How
long? This fight is more than about a
substance—a plant. It is more. It is
about the soul of our Nation. It is
about our ideals. It is about justice. It
is about justice for veterans who rely
on medical marijuana to treat their
PTSD. They fought for us, they stood
for us, and now, according to Jeff Ses-
sions, with the use of medical mari-
juana to deal with their PTSD, they
are criminals.

That is not the America I believe in.
It is about justice for the man who has
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a criminal record for doing something
that three out of four Presidents have
done—who now can’t get a job, can’t
get a business license, and can’t move
his family to a better home.

This is not justice. This is not the
America I know we are. This is about
the mother I stood next to with her
child who had Dravet syndrome—who
fell into seizure after seizure multiple
times a day—who was a marijuana ref-
ugee, leaving a State that didn’t end
prohibition to go to a State that had
medical marijuana laws. According to
Jeff Sessions, she is a criminal.

This is not our America. This is not
the land of truth and justice to treat a
parent like that—like a criminal. This
is about families and communities that
too long have been fractured by the in-
action of this body to address the over-
criminalization of our country. This is
about the very values people fight for
and stand for. This is about who we
will be. We cannot fall into this Nation
where the privileged and the elite have
certain laws and the poor and the
struggling have others.

What Jeff Sessions did today is un-
conscionable, unacceptable, and I will
fight against it because when I go
home, I see the communities in strug-
gle. I can’t turn my head and not un-
derstand that there are millions of
Americans who are hurting from this
decades-long War on Drugs.

This is a self-inflicted wound that
goes deep to the bone of our country. It
undermines our health and well-being,
and too many suffer because of it. We
have to fight. I feel this sense of hope-
fulness because around this country,
Democrats and Republicans on the
State level are making changes. They
are marching forward. They are
undoing past wrongs. I feel a sense of
hope and promise, and even though
today we were delivered a painful blow
by our Federal Government to cast a
shadow against every American citizen
who is using medical marijuana—every
American citizen who is doing things
Senators have done—I still know that
truth will go marching on. I still know
we are a nation of justice. I know we
are better than this, and I know what
our future holds.

I ask my colleagues to reject this ac-
tion by the Attorney General, to speak
out against this devastating reality.
There are Senators here who represent
States where the people have spoken.
It is now time we speak for the people.
It is now time we speak for our coun-
try’s ideals. It is now time we don’t
just speak the words of our pledge but
we make this country, in truth, a na-
tion of liberty and justice for all.

Thank you.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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IRAN

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, I have
two topics I want to speak about today;
one is Iran.

There is no question that Iran is the
principal state sponsor of terrorism in
the world. Both the Obama administra-
tion and the Trump administration
have without hesitation made that
point. The Iranian regime provides
money and it provides material support
for groups such as Hamas and
Hezbollah and a host of other terrorist
groups. They have threatened to wipe
out Israel, one of our closest allies.
Their threat is to frankly wipe Israel
off the map. And they have systemati-
cally trampled on the fundamental
freedoms that all people everywhere
would want to have. They have done
that by taking those freedoms away
from their own citizens and those
human rights away from their own
citizens.

In recent days, we have seen what
happens after a decade of that kind of
corruption and oppression. Protesters
began a week ago to protest. It was, by
all accounts, unexpected by the pre-
vious protest groups, by the military,
or by the government. It spread to at
least 50 cities, where brave people
wanting to stand up—and in the streets
began standing up by the thousands—
to protest a government that denies
them their rights, a government that
has impoverished their country while
it funnels billions of dollars to terror-
ists across the Middle East and across
the world.

Where did those dollars come from?
Unfortunately, too many of those dol-
lars came from us.

I came to the floor, to this spot,
nearly 2 years ago to ask that same
question about where that money came
from, after the Obama administration
paid Iran what amounted to $1.7 billion
in what appeared to be a ransom for
the release of five American hostages.
At the time it was explained: Well, this
is just money that we have had for a
long time, which was part of an eco-
nomic agreement, a foreign military
sale that we have held on to. It turned
out that the story was not true. We
later learned that $400 million of that
payment was delivered in pallets of
cash that came off an airplane. The
pallets were stacked high with cash.
And, on top of the $100 billion in sanc-
tion relief, we had another stack of bil-
lions of dollars in just straight cash—
the sanctions relief, under the terribly
thought-out Iranian nuclear deal, and
the cash to apparently grease the skids
so that agreement and others could
happen.

We have heard of other things in re-
cent days where the administration
turned its back on bad things that were
happening in order to see that the Ira-
nian deal was going to go through.
Now, if the Iranian deal had been a
good deal, that would have been one
thing, but to turn your back on bad
things so that another bad thing can
happen is even worse.

January 4, 2018

So where is this money going? Pro-
testers have seen that the money that
we delivered to them and the sanctions
relief that we delivered to them didn’t
g0 to them and didn’t go to their econ-
omy. It continued to finance terror
around the world and war in other
countries.

The State Department, once again, in
their assessment said:

Iran remained the foremost state sponsor
of terrorism in 2016 as groups supported by
Iran maintained their capability to threaten
U.S. interests and allies. The Iranian Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps—Qods Force,
along with Iranian partners, allies, and prox-
ies, continued to play a destabilizing role in
military conflicts in Iraq, Syria, and Yemen.

Those assessments always come
about a year late, after you have had
time to assess the previous year. I have
no doubt that the same assessment for
2016 will also be the assessment for the
year we just ended—2017.

Frankly, the Iranian people are tired
of it. They are angry. They are putting
their lives on the line to protest.

The response of the Iranian Govern-
ment has been predictable. First of all,
they blame others for creating these
problems. They said that we were agi-
tating those freedom fighters in their
country, those freedom protesters.
They censored access to the social
media. They have cracked down by ar-
resting hundreds of people. The reports
are that at least 20 people have been
killed.

It is clear that their behavior hasn’t
changed; the hope that the Iranian deal
would somehow bring the long sought-
after moderates in the current govern-
ment to the forefront has not hap-
pened. We should support the Iranian
people.

I join the administration in express-
ing my support for the men and
women, young and old, and the courage
that they have demonstrated as they
stand up and try to achieve the great-
ness of that country, with its long her-
itage and its incredible assets in loca-
tion and in resources, which they
should be able to achieve; they just
have not been allowed to do that.

The last time this happened, our
country was very quiet. This time, our
government is speaking up. Hopefully,
others will join in. The European coun-
tries have more economic impact in
Iran than we do, and there is a good
reason for that. We have been very
thoughtful of wanting to support this
regime. They have not. It is time for
them to speak up as well.

So I join the administration, I join
the President, and I encourage friends
of freedom around the world to not let
this moment pass again—to not, one
more time, act as if nothing has hap-
pened, and that, somehow, this is ex-
actly what the Iranian Government
says it is, because it is almost never
what the Iranian Government says it
is. We wish for those who care about
freedom to stand up and defend and en-
courage those who are seeking a great-
er freedom.
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FEMA DECISION

Mr. President, the other issue I want
to speak about today very briefly is
that I want to commend the adminis-
tration and the Federal Emergency
Management Agency for a decision
they just made. That decision was to
make houses of worship eligible for
Federal disaster aid. This is in line
with legislation that I introduced in
September of last year. Senator GILLI-
BRAND and I introduced this legislation
after the impact of Hurricane Sandy on
houses of worship.

FEMA’s Public Assistance Program
provides financial grants for the repair,
reconstruction, and replacement of pri-
vate nonprofit facilities—private non-
profit facilities. However, until yester-
day, houses of worship were ineligible
for FEMA public assistance grants.

As we saw last year, houses of wor-
ship—churches, synagogues, mosques,
and other places—are critical institu-
tions within communities. They help
feed people in need and, in trying to re-
spond to disaster, they provide comfort
and shelter during those disasters.
FEMA not only did the right thing by
making houses of worship eligible for
disaster assistance, it did what our
Constitution demands.

According to FEMA officials, the
change in policy was prompted by the
Supreme Court’s ruling in the case of
Trinity Lutheran Church of Columbia,
Inc. v. Comer. We have a provision in
our constitution which I argued
against and other Missouri elected offi-
cials filed amicus briefs against where
we said our constitution was wrong in
finding that religious, not-for-profit or-
ganizations couldn’t be eligible for
State programs simply because they
were religious. That is not what the
U.S. Constitution says. It is not what
the Supreme Court determined State
constitutions have a right to do.

So FEMA has taken an important
step. I think it is equally important
now that we make this policy perma-
nent law. It is the right thing to do. It
deserves to be permanently the right
thing to do. I am hoping that we see
the legislation that I have introduced
and that many have cosponsored in
whatever is the next supplemental dis-
aster funding. Money is going to be
spent. Let’s go ahead and properly au-
thorize it, as the Supreme Court said
we had every right to do and as FEMA
has decided that it is the right thing to
do.

We are in a new year. We have new
challenges. One of the goals we have is
to be sure that we move forward in
strengthening our economy, to help
those responding to disasters and ex-
panding opportunities for hard-working
families. We have done that with regu-
latory reform, with judges who will de-
termine what the law says, and with a
tax bill where people will soon see in
their paycheck that it is actually all
about hard-working families.

I have an editorial from the Joplin
Globe today. A tornado struck a com-
munity in 2011, and over 100 people
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were Kkilled. According to the Joplin
Globe editorial—just to remind me of
the numbers—some 28 churches were
either destroyed or damaged by the
tornado that came through Joplin. A
significant number were totally de-
stroyed. I have been to a number of
those buildings that have been re-
placed, but they were replaced without
any of the kind of assistance that other
not-for-profits would have had.

The Joplin Globe editorial ends with
this:

Floods, fires, tornadoes and hurricanes
don’t treat churches differently. Neither
should FEMA.

Again, I congratulate FEMA for the
decision they made on this topic.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Joplin Globe editorial be
printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the Joplin Globe]
OUR VIEW: FEMA AID FOR CHURCHES

During Joplin’s 2011 tornado, some 28
churches were either destroyed or damaged.
But those that were still standing quickly
opened doors and became centers for those
left homeless after this national disaster.

That’s why we applaud the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency’s announcement
that houses of worship are eligible for FEMA
Public Assistance program grants, which
provide funding for the repair, reconstruc-
tion or replacement of private nonprofit
sites.

That’s thanks to U.S. Sen. Roy Blunt, R-
Mo., who introduced the legislation in Sep-
tember to make houses of worship perma-
nently eligible for disaster assistance. Sen.
Claire McCaskill, the Democrat from Mis-
souri, also added her name to the bill in a
show of bipartisan support.

Both Blunt and McCaskill, in statements
put out on Wednesday, recognize the value
churches can play in disasters.

“I'm glad to see FEMA do the right thing
by ensuring houses of worship are eligible for
disaster aid on the same terms as other non-
profits,” Blunt said. ‘“‘As we saw again last
year, houses of worship serve a vital role
during disasters, providing shelter, food and
other services for families who need it the
most.”’

Previously, houses of worship were ineli-
gible for FEMA Public Assistance program
grants. FEMA’s announcement on Wednes-
day means that churches, synagogues or
mosques affected by disasters declared on or
after Aug. 23, 2017, and for applications for
assistance that were pending with FEMA as
of Aug. 23, 2017, are eligible for assistance.

Blunt’s right. Legislation is still needed to
ensure houses of worship remain eligible for
disaster assistance under federal law on a
permanent basis. Floods, fires, tornadoes and
hurricanes don’t treat churches differently.
Neither should FEMA.

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BLUNT). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The
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TRIBUTE TO JAMES CHARLES

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, for
the past year or so, I have been coming
to the floor nearly every week, and I
know the Presiding Officer looks at
this as possibly his favorite time of the
week because he gets to hear a lot of
these ‘‘Alaskan of the Week’ speeches.
I know the pages love them. I come to
the floor to talk about my State, really
brag about my State, and recognize an
Alaskan who has made a difference—
made a difference in their community,
whether it is a small community or a
big community in the State, in the
country.

I have repeatedly stated—I am sure
not all my colleagues agree, but maybe
some of them do—that Alaskans live in
the greatest State in the greatest
country in the world. We certainly
have the most beautiful landscapes and
all the seasons. I was in Fairbanks and
Anchorage over the holidays. It was
wonderful. Winter is such a great time
in the great State of Alaska. For those
who love snow, Alaska is the place to
be, so we want everyone to come visit.
But it is truly the people and strong
communities throughout Alaska that
make our State so great—such a wel-
coming place.

For those of us who live in Alaska,
sustainable community is everything.
Living in one of the most magnificent
places on Earth, also, certainly has its
challenges. We depend on each other.
Our traditional knowledge, our inge-
nuity, our warm-hearted nature, and
our determination to overcome these
challenges is what makes our State
great and is often the theme of our
‘“Alaskan of the Week’’ speeches.

Today I wish to transport you to the
village of Tuntutuliak—a village of
about 400 people, southwest of Bethel,
AK, on the 700-mile long, mighty
Kuskokwim River—and introduce you
to a truly amagzing elder who, for 77
years, has worked tirelessly for his
community and for our State. This is
James Charles, who is our Alaskan of
the Week.

Over the past decades, when there
has been a meeting on the Kuskokwim
concerning fish or wildlife or subsist-
ence, James has been there helping to
create and shape a fishing and hunting
community and regulations, not only
for the region but for the entire State
of Alaska.

James was born in 1940 in a fish camp
below Helmick Point on the
Kuskokwim River. During that time,
Alaska was being devastated by a tu-
berculosis epidemic. In fact, in the
mid-20th century, Alaska Native people
experienced the highest incidence of
tuberculosis of any population ever.
This is one of the many challenges we
talk about.

Sadly, the epidemic took James’s fa-
ther, his uncle, and both grandparents,
leaving his mother and the community
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to care for her three children. The com-
munity—like many still, unfortu-
nately, in Alaska—didn’t have hos-
pitals or clinics. They didn’t have med-
icine. The Federal Government basi-
cally turned a blind eye to the havoc
that this disease was wreaking over all
of Alaska, particularly in our small vil-
lages.

What the community did have was
each other. They had food, and they
had the bounty of the land. They had
elders to help teach the young people
in the village the true meaning of sub-
sistence living.

James’s mother, Emma, hunted and
fished to feed the family, and she and
James’s uncle taught James how to be
a conservationist, only taking enough
fish and wild game to survive and en-
suring enough was left for other vil-
lagers—lessons he has passed on to the
younger generations of Alaskans, year
after year.

James met his wife Nancy 50 years
ago. She lived in another village. He
met her when he was out trapping for
food. He said:

I walked 52 miles and found my wife at the
end of my trapline. It was my best catch
[ever].

James’s accomplishments are legion.
He spent 22 years in the Alaska Na-
tional Guard, like so many Alaskan
Natives who serve at higher rates in
the U.S. military than any other eth-
nic group in the country. He has served
on the Federal Subsistence Regional
Advisory Council, the Fish and Game
Advisory Council, and the Kuskokwim
River Salmon Management Working
Group.

James travels all around our great
State, attending different meetings and
testifying at the Board of Fish and
Game. He has dedicated his life to fish
and wildlife conservation so he can set
an example for Alaskans today and fu-
ture generations, including his own
family.

He has 5 children, 15 grandchildren,
and 12 great-grandchildren. He is so
committed to keeping the culture and
tradition alive that none of his kids or
great grandkids are allowed into his
house unless they are able to speak
Yupik, the traditional language of his
people.

For all his work to help continue a
vital tradition of subsistence and con-
servation in Alaska, James was award-
ed the conservationist of the year
award by the Fish and Wildlife Service
this past summer, which he accepted at
this year’s Alaska Federation of Na-
tives Convention.

For his work, James is our Alaskan
of the Week.

Thank you, James, for all you have
done for the great State of Alaska.

TRIBUTE TO ALEX SCHENCK

Mr. President, I wish to say a few
words about one of the members of my
staff, who happens to be on the floor
with me right now. Alex Schenck, un-
fortunately for me, is leaving my office
on January 5 to pursue another oppor-
tunity in Washington, DC.
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Alex has been in my office since 2015.
He has been a legislative correspondent
and rose to be a legislative aide where
he oversaw issues related to my work
on both the Environment and Public
Works Committee and the Commerce,
Science, and Transportation Com-
mittee. Most notably and importantly
for this body and, I believe, for the en-
tire country, Alex was the key member
of my staff who drafted S. 756, the Save
Our Seas Act, the SOS Act, an impor-
tant bipartisan piece of legislation we
worked on with Senator WHITEHOUSE
and others. It passed the Senate last
year.

This legislation, which is awaiting
movement in the House, will address a
very important issue not only for Alas-
ka but for the entire country, which is
the epidemic of marine debris affecting
our oceans, our shorelines, inland wa-
terways, coasts across the globe, fish
and wildlife habitat, and the health
and sustainability of our fisheries.

What Alex was able to do in terms of
this bill is very impressive. He brought
together an impressive coalition of in-
dustry and conservation groups to sup-
port the bill. In addition to working on
that important legislation—which we
are hopeful will move in the House and
get signed by the President—Alex ran
point on hearings that I chaired at the
Subcommittee on Oceans, Atmosphere,
Fisheries, and Coast Guard.

He has a bachelor of science degree
from High Point University in North
Carolina and a master’s degree in ap-
plied political science from American
University. He is an avid outdoorsman,
as you can probably tell. He is a good-
natured and extremely hard-working
member of my team.

He will be sorely missed. We wish
him the very best.

Thank you, Alex.

I yield the floor

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant bill clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session for a
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO KELLY FLYNN

e Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, this
week I have the distinct honor of rec-
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ognizing Montana Representative Kelly
Flynn of Broadwater County for his
service to the State of Montana. Kelly
is currently serving his fourth term in
the Montana State Legislature. He
continues to serve with an unyielding
commitment to his constituents and
the well-being of the State, while also
fighting cancer. This past November,
Kelly made the motion to adjourn the
legislative special session, concluding,
“Cancer may take my body but it will
never take my heart and soul.”

Kelly’s heart and soul are Montana
through and through. Kelly is a ranch-
er and outfitter who serves as chair-
man of the Montana House of Rep-
resentatives Fish, Wildlife, and Parks
Committee. He has also served on the
Governor’s Council for Private Lands
and Public Wildlife and the Montana
Board of Outfitters and is currently
serving as a member of the Broadwater
County Farm Bureau. Montana has
benefited greatly from his decades of
service.

Kelly has been a friend of mine for
years. His work ethic is exceptional,
and he is the best master of ceremonies
in Broadwater County. His commit-
ment to others represents the heart
and soul of Montana.e

———

TRIBUTE TO JUNE RYCHALSKI

e Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, this
week, I have the distinct honor of rec-
ognizing June Rychalski for her service
with the Montana Department of Mili-
tary Affairs. She has served Montana
with grace, diligence, a positive atti-
tude, and genuine care for the people of
the Treasure State.

During her 35 years of service, June
has been secretary to the senior Army
adviser, administrative assistant to the
adjutant general, and next month will
complete her career with the Montana
Veterans Affairs Division. June dem-
onstrated compassion and profes-
sionalism on a daily basis. Her ability
to help a grieving family member navi-
gate the challenges of veteran burial
honors or steer a distressed veteran in
the right direction to attain benefits is
highly commendable. Her presence in
the Montana Department of Military
Affairs will be missed, but the
mentorship she provided agency per-
sonnel over the years will ensure that
her legacy endures. To her coworkers,
June was regarded as their greatest ad-
vocate.

When June retires, she plans to do
what she has always done: continue to
take good care of others. At age 83,
June’s example is inspiring. Her work
ethic, compassion, and commitment to
excellence represent the best of Mon-
tana values.

Thank you, June, for your service. I
wish you the best in retirement and ap-
preciate all you have done for our
State.®

———

TRIBUTE TO BARBARA JOHNSON

e Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
wish to recognize the career of Barbara
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