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on a bill that has made a huge difference to millions of Americans.
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PENNSYLVANIA FARM SHOW
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.
Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, over the weekend, the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania kicked
off one of my favorite events, the Pennsylvania Farm Show.
For more than a century, farmers
have gathered each January at the
Pennsylvania Farm Show in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. This week, we are
having the 102nd Pennsylvania Farm
Show. This weeklong event is the largest indoor agriculture exposition in the
Nation, showcasing over 6,000 animals,
featuring nearly 12,000 exhibits, and
more than half a million visitors.
Each year, I host a listening session
at the Farm Show and we cover a range
of topics during the public forum, from
raising awareness about agriculture
education to hearing very real concerns from our dairy farmers and more.
As we embark on crafting the next
farm bill, the 2018 listening session was
extremely important.
I want to thank the following Members who were able to join this year’s
Farm Show: Agriculture Committee
Ranking Member COLLIN PETERSON,
Congressman DWIGHT EVANS, Congressman TOM MARINO, Congressman ROGER
MARSHALL, and Congressman LLOYD
SMUCKER. I also want to thank USDA
Under Secretary Greg Ibach for coming
up to join us. I was honored to be
joined by Pennsylvania Department of
Agriculture Secretary Russell Redding.
The Pennsylvania Farm Show truly
does bring together so many different
people in the ag community and it is
an event like none other. As vice chairman of the House Agriculture Committee, I am very proud of this fine
event that takes place in the Commonwealth.
The Farm Show complex houses 24
acres under one roof, spreading
throughout 11 buildings, including
three arenas. There is no admission fee
and it is a great event for the entire
family. There are numerous educational shows that are all free of
charge.
The Pennsylvania Farm Show provides an atmosphere for everyone to
walk through, observe, and educate
themselves about different areas of agriculture, the Commonwealth’s largest
industry, which brings in nearly $6.9
billion annually in agricultural cash
receipts. Almost half a million jobs are
tied to the industry, which positively
impacts all Pennsylvanians.
Undoubtedly, one of the most popular
attractions at the Pennsylvania Farm
Show is the Food Court. Located in the
Expo Hall and Main Hall of the complex, the Food Court offers visitors a
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variety of Pennsylvania products—PA
Preferred products—and it generates
income to support the nonprofit Pennsylvania Agricultural Commodity Organizations.
Mr. Speaker, over a century ago, the
first Pennsylvania Farm Show was a 3day exhibit. Today, the event is a
weeklong, 8-day celebration of how the
agricultural industry touches our everyday lives. Proudly, this event draws
visitors from across the country to
highlight everything our State has to
offer when it comes to ag.
Numerous students participate in the
event as well from 4–H clubs and FAA
organizations.
The Pennsylvania Farm Show truly
showcases our Nation’s farmers and
landowners, and I was thrilled to again
take part in the best agricultural expo
in the country.
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THE NATIONAL DEBT AND OUR
SHARED FUTURE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. COSTA) for 5 minutes.
Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to talk about the national debt and our
shared future. Our country has been on
an unsustainable fiscal path, regardless
of which party has been in power, and
we all know this. As a result, our national debt is the largest it has ever
been.
As of this week, the national debt is
in excess of $20 trillion. This works out
to be an average of $62,670 debt for
every man, woman, and child in the
United States. It is outrageous. It is a
completely unacceptable amount of
debt, and we have it because of irresponsible governing and a lack of political courage here in our Nation’s Capital.
Sadly, this Congress has chosen to
continue
this
irresponsible
and
unsustainable fiscal course. The tax
cut
legislation
that
Republicans
rammed through the Congress last
month will add $1.45 billion to our deficit over 10 years, estimated, and over
$2.2 trillion to our national debt. We
are going in the wrong direction.
But there is something I think that I
have learned about this tax legislation
last month, and that is that it seems
that deficits matter under Democratic
administrations, but under Republican
administrations, deficits don’t matter
at all.
So when it comes to lifting our debt
ceiling later this year, I would expect
or hope to see every Republican who
voted for the tax bill that adds $2.2 trillion to our deficit—our debt to vote to
increase the debt ceiling, seeing as
deficits no longer matter.
Let’s think about this $2.2 trillion
tax bill that will add to our debt. That
is $2.2 trillion in additional moneys
that our children will have to pay for
unless we do something. We can be fiscally responsible, and we must be fiscally responsible. But to act to change
this course, we must stop digging this
hole bigger.
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I had a farmer friend who once told
me: JIM, I’ve got a theory about holes,
and that is, once you find yourself in
one, just stop digging. Sometimes you
think if you dig harder and faster,
you’re going to get out of it. Just stop.
Mr. Speaker, this will be difficult, especially considering the opportunity
we missed to put the Nation back on a
fiscally responsible path with the tax
reform effort last year. Yet there are
important steps that we can take—and
Congress should—to balance our budget
and to keep it from getting worse, like
the amendment proposed by Representative STEPHANIE MURPHY from Florida,
a balanced budget amendment.
We should also move to implement
targeted reforms on government spending, both mandatory and discretionary
spending, in ways that contribute to
economic growth and invest in our future. It is tough work. It requires political courage and the willingness to
reach across the aisle, for Democrats
and Republicans to join hands and
jump, in essence, on these tough decisions.
The last time we had such an opportunity to address the challenge was in
March of 2012, when Congressman JIM
COOPER from Tennessee presented a
budget resolution similar to the recommendations under Simpson-Bowles.
That plan would have reduced the deficit over $4 trillion over a 10-year period.
Sadly, the political courage was in
short supply then on that day, as it is
now. There were 38 of us who were willing to support the plan. I was attacked
by political groups on the left and on
the right for taking such a vote, but
that vote was the right thing to do and
I was proud to take it.
Congress has a chance to do the right
thing now. Congress has to come together. We need Democrats and Republicans to put our Nation’s fiscal house
back in order for the sake of all Americans.
The Blue Dog Coalition, of which I
am a co-chair, has a long history of
standing for fiscal responsibility, even
when it was hard. Bridging the divide
between Republicans and Democrats,
both in Congress and this administration, is what we must do.
So as we are debating today how to
put together the votes for the concurrent resolution to fund our Nation’s
budget for the rest of this year, let’s
think about this. Let’s work together.
What a novel concept.
As I stand here today, as a Blue Dog,
as a proud Representative of California’s 16th Congressional District, and
as a concerned American, ready to
reach across the aisle to create the bipartisan, long-term policy solutions
that will help us tackle our national
debt and our deficit, and that will help
put us back on a fiscally sustainable
path, I invite my colleagues and my
fellow Americans to join me.
This is what good governance is really all about. This is where responsible
leadership is necessary. It is what
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