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No veteran deserves to be denied
care, and this law brings needed ac-
countability to the VA.

Healthcare is another issue I hear
frequently about when I speak with
families and businesses across my dis-
trict, especially ensuring our rural
communities have the access they
need.

In September, I introduced the
CHIME Act, a bipartisan bill to extend
the Community Health Center Fund for
5 years. Federally Qualified Health
Centers like Hudson Headwaters, North
Country Family Health, and the Com-
munity Health Center of the North
Country provide over 95,000 people in
my district with critical healthcare
and preventative services.

I am pleased that this bill has over
200 cosponsors. The overwhelming bi-
partisan support for the CHIME Act
was instrumental in the House passing
legislation to extend the Community
Health Center Fund for 2 years.

I have also been a strong supporter of
CHIP and I voted to pass a 5-year reau-
thorization in the House in November.

While we work to have long-term so-
lutions for these two programs signed
into law, I was pleased to pass a crit-
ical extension for them in December.

Mr. Speaker, last year was busy
working hard to grow our North Coun-
try economy, increase access to edu-
cation, serve our brave veterans, and
much more. I am honored every day to
serve New York’s 21st District in Con-
gress and I look forward to continuing
to work my hardest in 2018.

———

SUPPORTING THOSE LIVING WITH
ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5
minutes.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to share the story of Philip
Gutis.

Mr. Gutis is from New Hope, Pennsyl-
vania. At the age of 56, he has been di-
agnosed with early-onset Alzheimer’s
disease. Early-onset Alzheimer’s cur-
rently affects hundreds of thousands of
Americans who are under the age of 65.
Diagnoses for this debilitating neuro-
logical disease in its early stages can
be arduous and frustrating, as many of
the symptoms resemble less serious
issues like stress.

Mr. Gutis recently visited my dis-
trict office to discuss living with this
disease. He detailed the pain, stress,
and confusion that he felt when first
diagnosed. He described how simple
tasks can become challenging when
dealing with memory loss. But his mes-
sage was not to complain about his ail-
ment, it was to be a voice for other in-
dividuals who live with Alzheimer’s,
those who are unable to have their
voices be heard.

Alzheimer’s is a serious neurological
disease. Though there is no cure, treat-
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ment for symptoms can help slow the
progressive effects of dementia.

I stand in support of Mr. Gutis and
all those living with Alzheimer’s.

DOYLESTOWN HEALTH FOUNDATION

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, the
Doylestown Health Foundation is a
healthcare network that has provided
critical care to the Bucks County com-
munity for over 90 years. In recogni-
tion of its continued work, Doylestown
Health recently received $10 million in
gifts, the largest amount in their his-
tory.

The pair of $56 million donations were
given by two families with close ties to
the Doylestown Health Foundation.
Richard and Angela Clark have had
four generations of family cared for at
Doylestown Hospital, while Alex
Gorsky, the CEO of Johnson & John-
son, and his wife, Patricia, have served
on the hospital board and board of di-
rectors, respectively.

Supporting institutions in our com-
munity through charitable donations
are crucial to community prosperity.
The generous gifts of the Clark and
Gorsky families are earmarked for
vital projects like a new heart and vas-
cular center.

With contributions like these, the
Doylestown Health Foundation will be
able to continue providing optimal
care to those in our Bucks County
community.

———————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Lasky, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed without
amendment a bill of the House of the
following title:

H.R. 3759. An act to provide for the estab-
lishment and maintenance of a Family
Caregiving Strategy, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed a bill of the fol-
lowing title in which the concurrence
of the House is requested:

S. 1425. An act to reauthorize the Inte-
grated Coastal and Ocean Observation Sys-
tem Act of 2009, and for other purposes.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF SHER-
IFF’S DEPUTY ZACKARI PARRISH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Colorado (Mr. BUCK) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize the heroism and bravery
of Douglas County Sheriff’s Deputy
Zackari Parrish.

I attended Deputy Parrish’s funeral
this past Friday and heard what a
great husband, father, son, and law en-
forcement officer he was. He was a fa-
ther of two young daughters; a husband
to his wife, Gracie; a son to his loving
parents; and a colleague to many of the
Douglas County Sheriff’s Office.

Zackari lost his life 10 days ago, re-
sponding to a domestic disturbance call
in Highlands Ranch, Colorado. Ser-
geant David Buyers spoke of Zackari’s
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bravery that day, saying that he didn’t
flinch, he didn’t back down, he didn’t
hesitate. But he also did everything in
his power, according to the sheriff, to
talk down the gunman.

Sadly, we can’t always win the bat-
tles against evil, and on that day,
Zackari lost. But a lost battle is not a
lost war. Zackari knew he fought in a
war to defend the innocent and to
stand up for good.

It is an honor to speak about a hero.
We have the chance to honor one of
those people who devoted their life to
others. People like Zackari remind us
that our world is not lost, evil will not
win the day, and we can give more to
this world than we take from it.

Zackari is a hero for the people of
Douglas County, Colorado, his fellow
sheriff’s deputies, and the State of Col-
orado. I pray for his family, friends,
and fellow deputies as they charge
ahead in life without their loved one. I
pray that God will give them peace in
this time and that God will be glorified
even in the midst of this horrible trial.
I pray for the other law enforcement
members, the other heroes wounded
that day, as well: Michael Doyle, Tay-
lor Davis, Jeff Pelle, and Thomas
O’Donnell.

We can never repay their sacrifices
for our community. We can only com-
mit ourselves to never forget the cost
they willingly paid for us.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 6 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Lord our God, we give You thanks for
giving us another year.

At the beginning of this new session,
surround us with Your Holy Spirit. En-
compass with Your power all the walls
and the dome of this building, truly a
symbol to the world of inalienable
rights and the freedom of people.

Guide and protect Your elected serv-
ants in government and all who work
in this place. May all who visit here be
treated with respect and kindness.

May the comings and goings of Your
people be under the seal of Your loving
care, and may all our work be done for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.
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