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Lieutenant LeTourneau tragically
died Saturday evening, giving his life
protecting his community while battling a row house fire in subfreezing
temperatures in the city of Philadelphia.
Matt graduated from Cardinal O’Hara
High School in 1993 in Delaware County, and he served 11 years as a member
of the Philadelphia Fire Department.
He joined the Springfield Fire Company in 1991 at the age of 16, and he
served and continued to serve as an instructor at the Delaware County Emergency Services Training Center, where
he was praised by his colleagues for his
skill and the knowledge that he passed
on to them about how to keep themselves safe.
He served his community with dedication, commitment, and courage, his
colleagues said. ‘‘We took a big loss in
the fire service,’’ J.J. Bonsall, one of
his closest friends said. ‘‘He was one of
the greatest firefighters we know.’’
He was also a participant in something called Redpaw Emergency Relief
Team, making sure that animals that
are harmed in fires have a safe place.
Madam Speaker, I thank Lieutenant
Matt LeTourneau for his service and
sacrifice for the community that he
loved. The condolences and gratitude of
an entire region are with his mother,
with his extended family, his friends,
and the firefighters from Springfield
and Philadelphia fire companies.
f

RECOGNIZING STOP THE BLEED
TRAINING COURSES
(Mr. BIGGS asked and was given permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his remarks.)
Mr. BIGGS. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the Stop the Bleed
training courses offered by the American College of Surgeons.
Every year, more than 180,000 Americans die from injuries sustained in a
myriad of ways. What many people
may not know is that a large number
of these fatalities result not from instantaneous trauma but, rather, from
blood loss. From the moment a major
injury occurs, the clock is ticking. Uncontrolled bleeding can kill us in as little as 5 to 10 minutes.
Bleeding is a preventable cause of
death, and that is why the Stop the
Bleed effort is such a valuable program. The American College of Surgeons, working in partnership with
many other organizations, has now
made this training easily available to
Americans across this country.
I had the opportunity to participate
in Stop the Bleed training myself, and
as part of my course, I learned how to
properly apply bandages and tourniquets. And do you know, what? It actually was kind of fun.
We should do everything possible to
ensure that more accidents don’t become tragedies. This effort must include integrating blood loss prevention
into our preparedness toolkit. Let’s all
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be ready to come to the aid of our fellow citizens if the need ever arises.
Madam Speaker, let’s stop the bleed.
f

HONORING THE LEGACY OF DR.
RICHARD ALBERTA
(Mr. BISHOP of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)
Mr. BISHOP of Michigan. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to honor the legacy of a constituent of mine in my district, Dr. Richard Alberta, senior pastor at Cornerstone Evangelical Presbyterian Church in Brighton, Michigan. On December 31, 2017, Dr. Alberta
stepped down from the pulpit after 40
years of service.
Originally from New York, Dr. Alberta was raised in a nonreligious
home. After marrying his high school
sweetheart, Donna, he embarked on a
successful career until, one day, something changed. He attended a church
service and realized the missing puzzle
piece in his life was to do whatever he
can to pursue and prayerfully consider
the path felt by the love of his Lord
and devotion to his ministry.
Over the past four decades, Dr. Alberta dedicated his time, wisdom, and
leadership to the Lord and the church.
His friendship and faithful guidance
has made a lasting impression on the
lives of so many.
As he begins his next chapter, I wish
him all the best, and I commend him
on his unwavering commitment to his
congregation and to our community as
a whole.
f

b 1230
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. ROSLEHTINEN). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule
XX, the Chair will postpone further
proceedings today on motions to suspend the rules on which a recorded vote
or the yeas and nays are ordered, or
votes objected to under clause 6 of rule
XX.
The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.
f

DOMESTIC
EXPLOSIVES
DETECTION CANINE CAPACITY BUILDING ACT OF 2017
Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 4577) to establish
a working group to determine ways to
develop a domestic canine breeding
network to produce high quality explosives detection canines, and for other
purposes, as amended.
The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The text of the bill is as follows:
H.R. 4577
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Domestic
Explosives Detection Canine Capacity Building Act of 2017’’.
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SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:
(1) BEHAVIORAL STANDARDS.—The term ‘‘behavioral standards’’ means standards for the
evaluation of explosives detection working
canines for certain factors, including canine
temperament, work drive, suitability for
training, environmental factors used in evaluations, and canine familiarity with natural
or man-made surfaces or working conditions
relevant to the canine’s expected work area.
(2) MEDICAL STANDARDS.—The term ‘‘medical standards’’ means standards for the
evaluation of explosives detection working
canines for certain factors, including canine
health, management of heredity health conditions, breeding practices, genetics, pedigree, and long-term health tracking.
(3) TECHNICAL STANDARDS.—The term
‘‘technical standards’’ means standards for
the evaluation of explosives detection working canines for certain factors, including canine search techniques, handler-canine communication, detection testing conditions and
logistics, and learned explosive odor libraries.
SEC. 3. DOMESTIC CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days

after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Homeland Security, acting
through the Administrator of the Transportation Security Administration, shall establish a working group to determine ways to
develop a decentralized domestic canine
breeding network to produce high quality explosives detection canines and modernize canine training standards.
(b) WORKING GROUP COMPOSITION.—The
working group established under subsection
(a) shall be comprised of representatives
from the following:
(1) The Transportation Security Administration.
(2) The Science and Technology Directorate of the Department of Homeland Security.
(3) National domestic canine associations
with expertise in breeding and pedigree.
(4) Universities with expertise related to
explosives detection canines and canine
breeding.
(5) Domestic canine breeders and vendors.
(c) CHAIRPERSONS.—The Administrator for
the Transportation Security Administration
shall approve of two individuals from among
the representatives of the working group
specified in subsection (b) to serve as the
Chairpersons of the working group. One such
Chairperson shall be from the entities specified in paragraphs (1) and (2) of such subsection, and the other such Chairperson shall
be from the entities specified in paragraphs
(3), (4), and (5) of such subsection.
(d) PRELIMINARY STANDARDS AND RECOMMENDATIONS.—Not later than 180 days
after the establishment of the working group
under subsection (a), such working group
shall submit to the Administrator of the
Transportation Security Administration preliminary behavioral standards, medical
standards, and technical standards for the
domestic canine breeding network and canine training described in such subsection,
including recommendations on how the
Transportation Security Administration can
engage stakeholders to further the development of such network and training.
(e) STRATEGY.—Not later than 180 days
after submission of recommendations to the
Administrator of the Transportation Security Administration under subsection (c), the
Administrator shall submit to the Committee on Homeland Security of the House of
Representatives and the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate a strategy for expanding the domestic canine breeding network described in
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