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The stress that this is putting on the 

schools is serious. We are in a budget 
crisis in Connecticut. Schools have al-
ready had their funding cut from Hart-
ford. Yet these schools are now having 
to staff up to deal with this influx of 
students from Puerto Rico. We are glad 
to do it. We see it as our obligation, 
and we know that these kids will be a 
part of Connecticut’s strength. But it 
is not easy to do when we haven’t au-
thorized any money to help States like 
Connecticut to deal with this influx of 
students. At McDonough Middle School 
in Hartford, these kids are thriving, 
but they have had to set up a new im-
mersion lab to handle all these kids 
coming in. They have had to hire new 
staff to teach English as a second lan-
guage. These are schools that were al-
ready seeing their funding hemorrhage 
from the State government. 

The impact is real on McDonough 
Middle School. The impact is real on 
Tara and her family from Washington. 
The impact is real for an important 
supplier in our industrial base, Electric 
Boat. If we just continue to push CR 
after CR, these families, schools, and 
companies will not succeed. This isn’t 
about political headlines. This isn’t 
about numbers on a page. This is about 
real-world impact for businesses, fami-
lies, and schools. 

So let’s get the job done. Let’s write 
a budget. Let’s at least agree to the 
overall budget numbers. Let’s fund the 
Children’s Health Insurance Program. 
Let’s get Puerto Rico, Florida, and 
Texas everything they need. News 
flash: That is our job. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Alaska. 
f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO EARL BUSH 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 
today I wish to recognize Earl Bush, 
the judge-executive in Bracken Coun-
ty, KY, who will retire at the end of his 
current term. In my home State, a 
judge-executive is the highest elected 
county official, and since 2011, Earl has 
earned a reputation for accomplish-
ment on behalf of the people of 
Bracken County. 

After graduating from Western Ken-
tucky University, Earl served our Na-
tion in the U.S. Air Force, earning the 
rank of captain. For the next three 
decades, Earl worked at Dayton Power 
and Light in various construction man-
agement positions. 

In 2010, Earl decided to put his efforts 
to work for his neighbors because, like 
so many of us in public life, he wanted 
to make a difference. Along with his 

team, Earl has spent his time in office 
working to help the men and women of 
Bracken County. As a former county 
judge-executive myself, I know first-
hand about Earl’s wide-ranging respon-
sibilities. Looking at his results, Earl 
seems to have found success. 

In addition to equipment upgrades 
and road improvements, Earl has also 
championed the addition of rec-
reational trails and a fishing lake at a 
local industrial park. Working with 
other officials, Earl also lowered taxes 
and helped the county’s largest em-
ployer bring new jobs to Bracken Coun-
ty. By nearly any standard, that is an 
impressive record of accomplishment 
for a public official. 

I have enjoyed every opportunity I 
have had to work with Earl. Through-
out his time in office, he has been a 
strong partner as we serve the people 
of Kentucky. In retirement, Earl looks 
forward to spending more time with his 
wife and grandchildren. He also plans 
to work with his brother to restore 
classic cars. Along with many in 
Bracken County, I wish him a relaxing 
next chapter, and I am confident that 
my Senate colleagues will join me. 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I was 

necessarily absent for votes relative to 
the nominations of Michael Lawrence 
Brown to be a U.S. district judge for 
the Northern District of Georgia and 
Walter David Counts III to be a U.S. 
district judge for the Western District 
of Texas. 

On vote No. 7, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on confirma-
tion of the Brown nomination. 

On vote No. 8, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on the motion 
to invoke cloture on the Counts nomi-
nation. 

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
following statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 
∑ Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, I was 
necessarily absent for the votes on the 
confirmation of Executive Calendar 
No. 389, the motion to invoke cloture 
on Executive Calendar No. 435, and the 
confirmation of Executive Calendar 
No. 435. 

On vote No. 7, had I been present, I 
would have voted yea on the confirma-
tion of Executive Calendar No. 389. 

On vote No. 8, had I been present, I 
would have voted yea on the motion to 
invoke cloture on Executive Calendar 
No. 435. 

On vote No. 9, had I been present, I 
would have voted yea on the confirma-
tion of Executive Calendar No. 435. 

Mr. President, I was also necessarily 
absent for the vote on the motion to 
proceed to the House message to ac-
company S. 139. 

On vote No. 10, had I been present, I 
would have voted nay on the motion to 
proceed to the House message to ac-
company S. 139.∑ 

250TH ANNIVERSARY OF SANFORD, 
MAINE 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, today I 
wish to commemorate the 250th anni-
versary of the city of Sanford, ME. 
Sanford was built with a spirit of de-
termination and resiliency that still 
guides the community today, and this 
is a time to celebrate the generations 
of hard-working and caring people who 
have made it such a wonderful place to 
live, work, and raise families. 

The year of Sanford’s incorporation, 
1768, was but one milestone in a long 
journey of progress, a journey that is 
inextricably linked to the history of 
our Nation. In 1661, British Army Gen-
eral William Phillips purchased large 
tracts of land from two chiefs of local 
Abenaki Tribes for his growing lumber 
business. Called Phillipstown, the lands 
remained largely uninhabited due to 
the ongoing conflict between England 
and France for control of the northern 
American Colonies. 

Hostilities in the region ceased in 
1739, and the new community grew rap-
idly, reaching a population of 1,500 
within just a few decades. At the time 
the town was incorporated in 1768, 
Maine was a province of Massachu-
setts, and the Governor of Massachu-
setts used the occasion to honor Peleg 
Sanford, stepson of William Phillips 
and former four-term British Governor 
for the State of Rhode Island. 

When the American Colonists fought 
for independence, Sanford stood with 
them. The city’s cemeteries contain 
the headstones of 33 patriots who 
joined freedom’s cause. 

With the Mousam River providing 
power, Sanford was home to more than 
a dozen sawmills and gristmills. In the 
1860s, Sanford truly became a city of 
industry when Thomas Goodall estab-
lished a massive textile mill that pro-
duced everything from material for 
clothing to railroad car upholstery. 
Skilled textile workers poured into 
Sanford from Europe and French Can-
ada, giving the city an international 
flavor that still exists today. 

In the 1950s, the owners of Sanford’s 
textile mills began moving operations 
to southern States, leaving behind 
thousands of jobless workers and vast, 
empty factories. Local business and 
community leaders responded with the 
energy and determination that defines 
the city, traveling throughout the 
country to entice new employers. Not-
ing this remarkable effort, LIFE maga-
zine called Sanford ‘‘the town that re-
fused to die.’’ Today Sanford has a di-
versified industrial base, from textiles 
to technology. 

Sanford is among Maine’s oldest mu-
nicipalities, but it also is Maine’s new-
est city, having changed its charter 
from the town form of government to 
that of a city in 2013. It is also new in 
the sense of embracing the technology 
of the future through the construction 
of both the largest municipally owned 
broadband network in Maine for eco-
nomic development and a 50-megawatt 
solar array for renewable energy gen-
eration. The new Academic and Career 
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