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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. SIMPSON).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
January 30, 2018.

I hereby appoint the Honorable MICHAEL K.
SIMPSON to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 8, 2018, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties. All time shall be
equally allocated between the parties,
and in no event shall debate continue
beyond 11:50 a.m. Each Member, other
than the majority and minority leaders
and the minority whip, shall be limited
to 5 minutes.

———

THE VITAL ROLE OF MENTORS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. CosTA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to speak about the vital role that men-
tors play in the lives of young people
every day. Mentors provide our young
people with guidance and support at a
time when they begin to make impor-
tant decisions that will affect their
lives forever.

Mentoring programs have dem-
onstrated positive impacts on youth
across the country. Young people who

meet regularly with their mentors are
46 percent less likely to use illegal
drugs. Young people who are at risk for
dropping out of high school but who
had mentors are 55 percent more likely
to enroll in college and 78 percent more
likely to begin volunteering regularly
in their own communities.

We have great mentoring programs
in our San Joaquin Valley that I have
the honor and privilege to represent
filled with individuals dedicated to pro-
viding support and guidance to youth.
Some of the critical programs include,
but are not limited to, Big Brothers
Big Sisters of Central California, Focus
Forward, and Care Fresno.

When I was a senior at Fresno State,
just a few years ago, I was a mentor in
the Big Brother program. And let me
tell you, my little brother, Phillip
Yancey, I still remember to this day. I
thought I was doing a good thing by
giving some of my time, but I will tell
you that I gained much more in appre-
ciation for the challenges that this
young man had. For the 18 months I
was his mentor, I hope I made a dif-
ference; but, clearly, I know that Phil-
lip made a difference in my life. So, it
is a two-way street. Mentoring is not
just helping those young people in our
communities, but, I will tell you, it is
a rewarding experience.

Sadly, still, there are an estimated 9
million young people throughout the
United States who do not have mentors
or positive adult role models as a part
of their lives outside of their home.
That is why I join with many of my
colleagues in cosponsoring the resolu-
tion to make January National Men-
toring Month. We need to raise aware-
ness of the significant roles that men-
tors play in the lives of young people
across the United States, and we need
to promote the creation and expansion
of quality mentoring programs.

Lastly, I want to take a moment to
thank out there all who have partici-
pated in various types of mentoring

programs across this great country of
ours. You are making a difference.
HONORING THERESA DIMAGGIO

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize Ms. Theresa DiMaggio as
the Heroine of the Month for Califor-
nia’s 16th Congressional District.

Theresa is a fierce advocate for vet-
erans. She has dedicated her career to
ensuring that veterans receive only the
best care and treatment.

Why? She is a veteran herself. For
over 11 years she has worked in the
United States Department of Veterans
Affairs, including the VA medical facil-
ity in Fresno, California, which serves
veterans in my district, an important
hospital. Here, I had the pleasure to
work with Theresa to make sure that
our San Joaquin Valley veterans and
their families received the high-quality
care and service they deserve.

Theresa will continue to serve our
veterans in the Veterans Administra-
tion San Diego Healthcare System. We
will miss her in our valley.

Stephen Bauman, the director of the
Fresno VA hospital, described Theresa
in this way:

In my 40 years in working with the Federal
Government, I have rarely worked with
someone that is so focused on supporting our
fellow veterans. Theresa’s dedication and her
commitment to our Nation’s heroes is unpar-
alleled. She works tirelessly to ensure each
veteran is provided the best support possible
and has truly been an inspiration to me. She
will be missed by all of us who worked with
her.

Theresa is a veteran herself. She
proudly served, as I said, this country
in the United States Army. Altogether,
she has been serving our Nation honor-
ably for 19 years, an incredible record.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
join me in recognizing the outstanding
service of Theresa DiMaggio, her
strong commitment to supporting our
veterans, and the example that she has
set for all of us. We cannot thank her
enough for her service to our country.

Congratulations on a job well done,
and God bless.
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LOOKING FORWARD TO THE
STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today just hours be-
fore our 45th President, Donald Trump,
will deliver his first State of the Union
Address.

Members of Congress and guests will
fill this Chamber tonight to hear the
President speak about a host of issues
impacting America, from economic
growth to trade deals and infrastruc-
ture investments, to immigration re-
form. I look forward to hearing the
President speak about the administra-
tion’s successes to date and the plans
for the future.

The President and the First Lady,
Melania Trump, have invited 15 guests
to attend the speech tonight, including
veterans, law enforcement officers,
first responders, and families who have
lost loved ones in the fight against the
MS-13 street gang. All the guests in
this Chamber tonight, invited by Mem-
bers of both parties, represent a wide
cross section of America, and I know
that all have hope that our greatest
days truly do lie ahead.

Just weeks ago, the House passed the
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act for the Amer-
ican people to get our economy moving
again. In February, Americans will see
and are beginning to see, today, more
money in their paychecks. We deliv-
ered a fairer, simpler, pro-family Tax
Code to give more money back to tax-
payers and spur economic growth.

As the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act is im-
plemented, we are hearing story after
story about how this is already making
a difference in millions of people’s lives
across the country. We have already
seen positive results, and we look for-
ward to hearing more from President
Trump tonight on his vision for a safe,
strong, and proud America.

Hundreds of companies across the
Nation are sharing the benefit of the
GOP tax reform with their workers.
They are raising wages, awarding bo-
nuses, and increasing 401(k) matching
contributions. I want to highlight just
some of the companies in the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania that are invest-
ing in their employees:

1st Summit Bank in Johnstown,
Pennsylvania, provided a $1,000 bonus
to all full-time employees on top of
their 2017 year-end bonuses, raised its
salary ranges, and increased its chari-
table giving budget by 10 percent.

AccuWeather of State College in my
Fifth Congressional District provided
special year-end bonuses to all employ-
ees over and above other compensation
benefits and year-end bonuses to which
employees may be entitled. Company
leaders said: ‘““The bonuses are possible
due to the company’s robust financial
performance in 2017 and strong con-
fidence in the growing U.S. and global
economy now that the tax bill has
passed.”
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Fulton Financial in Lancaster raised
its base wage to $12 per hour, awarded
bonuses for its 3,700 employees, and is
increasing charitable contributions by
$2 million.

Kish Bancorp in Belleville awarded
$500 bonuses to part-time employees,
$1,000 bonuses to full-time employees,
is adding $10 million to capital expend-
itures over the next 3 years, and will
raise their base wage.

This is just a fraction of what is hap-
pening in the Commonwealth and in
States across the Nation. The benefits
of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act are just
beginning to be seen, and I have great
faith that the benefits will just con-
tinue to grow for the American people.

Mr. Speaker, tonight I know the
President will be talking about his
record-setting accomplishments in his
first year, how the policies of his ad-
ministration are lifting all Americans
and setting a foundation for building a
safe, strong, and proud America. From
jobs and the economy to his $1 trillion
plan for rebuilding our depleted infra-
structure, to important immigration
reforms, I know that he will cover a lot
of ground tonight and will speak from
the heart.

I also hope to hear about our na-
tional security, from rebuilding our
military to the ongoing efforts to de-
feat terrorists around the world who
try to harm America and Americans.

I know the President’s State of the
Union Address will resonate with our
American values and unite us with pa-
triotism and greater opportunities. I
welcome the President tonight to this
Chamber, as well as the First Lady and
all the guests, and I look forward to
hearing his important message for the
future of our country.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF BISHOP ALEXIS THOMAS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Arizona (Mr. GALLEGO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life and legacy of
Bishop Alexis Thomas, who passed
away on January 18, 2018.

Bishop Thomas was many things to
many people. He was an inspiring pas-
tor. He was a father, a son, and a broth-
er. He was a dynamic and passionate
leader not just at Pilgrim Rest Baptist
Church, but throughout our commu-
nity in Phoenix. Under his careful
stewardship, Pilgrim Rest grew by
leaps and bounds.

However, Bishop Thomas’ service ex-
tended well beyond the church. Bishop
Thomas founded the African American
Christian Clergy Coalition and co-
founded the African American Stra-
tegic Alliance Coalition in Phoenix.
Thanks to these endeavors and many
others, Bishop Thomas will be remem-
bered as a man with a remarkable vi-
sion for change who was taken from us
way too soon.

Mr. Speaker, I was proud to call
Bishop Thomas my friend. I can per-
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sonally attest that he worked miracles,
large and small, every day in Phoenix
and in Arizona. He touched more lives
than we will ever know. And though we
are devastated by his loss, we know
that his legacy of service and love will
live forever in our community.
——

PAYING TRIBUTE TO LYLE WELLS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. ZELDIN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to pay tribute to two leaders, one
from the First Congressional District
of New York, from the North Fork.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay tribute to
Lyle Wells, whose family farm is over
350 years old. Liyle was taken from our
community too soon. He was a leader,
a former president of the Long Island
Farm Bureau, and a one-time member
of the Riverhead Town Planning Board.

He positively led and left a great im-
pact and legacy on the next generation
of farmers who really do need to be bet-
ter cultivated to give that opportunity
to be able to thrive.

Long Island Farm Bureau Adminis-
trative Director Rob Carpenter, talk-
ing about Wells’ impact and a relation-
ship going back decades, said: ‘‘He
would take all the time needed to ex-
plain a program to anyone who wanted
to learn about farming—a legislator, a
community member, another farmer.
It’s a big loss. You just can’t replace a
Lyle.”

It was also observed that everyone
would start laughing because of his
style of laughter. It was an honor that
he graced our community and our
town. Him having gone through life in
this community made the rest of us
better. That was the positive impact of
Lyle Wells.

A memorial service will be held for
Lyle this Thursday, February 1, begin-
ning at 11 a.m. on the hill at Wells
Homestead Acres, located at 185 Phil-
lips Lane in Aquebogue.

We will pray for Lyle’s family. We
are thinking about Lyle, and he will
certainly be looking over what hope-
fully will be 350 more years of great
farming on that family farm.

PAYING TRIBUTE TO RABBI ISAIAH ZELDIN

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, I also rise
today to pay tribute to Rabbi Isaiah
Zeldin, who just passed away at the age
of 97.

For me, Rabbi Zeldin was Uncle Shy.
For the Stephen Wise Temple in Los
Angeles, he was their founder, their
rabbi, their teacher, and their friend,
according to the announcement they
posted on their website.

Rabbi Zeldin was born in Brooklyn,
New York. His father’s picture, Morris,
is in my office. Morris Zeldin was a re-
spected scholar and ardent Zionist.
Rabbi Zeldin moved to Los Angeles in
1954 to establish the California branch
of Hebrew Union College and served as
an 11-State regional director of the
Union of American Hebrew Congrega-
tions.
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In 1964, he and a nucleus of 35 fami-
lies founded Stephen Wise Temple on a
beautiful 18-acre mountain site situ-
ated between the city’s two largest
Jewish population centers: the West
Side and San Fernando Valley.

O 1015

It is a beautiful temple. When you
are there for a service and hear the
great singers and see the sunset out the
windows, you know that you are in a
very special place. This temple became
one of the largest Jewish congregations
in the entire world.

Uncle Shy, we miss you. We thank
you, and we know that you have im-
pacted tens of thousands of people so
positively, and we will honor you, re-
member you for your legacy and your
impact on generations to come.

——
RECOGNIZING OFELIA RUDER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise this morning in recognition of
Ofelia Ruder, who will be celebrating
her 90th birthday this May.

Ofelia Ruder is the executive director
of the Cuban Hebrew Congregation, a
religious organization in my congres-
sional district that was dedicated to
providing a home for Jews coming out
of Cuba.

Like me and my family and so many
others, Mr. Speaker, Ofelia Ruder was
forced to flee Castro’s brutal tyranny.
In 1960, she arrived in the TUnited
States, this great land of opportunity,
with her husband and two boys. Soon
thereafter, sadly, she lost her husband
to cancer and was faced with a chal-
lenge of raising her two small children
by herself. They both eventually be-
came dedicated civil servants working
to improve our south Florida commu-
nity.

Mr. Speaker, in the 50 years that
Ofelia Ruder has served at the syna-
gogue, she has touched the lives of so
many and has been a beacon of hope for
all those who know her. Her work has
earned her many awards and recogni-
tions for her contributions to our coun-
ty, to the Cuban Hebrew Congregation,
and to Israel. I am very thankful for
Ofelia Ruder’s service.

‘““Feliz cumpleanos,”
day,” Ofelia.

HONORING PALMETTO BAY NATIVE, MIKI EREZ

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to honor Palmetto Bay resi-
dent Miki Erez, a constituent of my
congressional district who recently
competed in the 2018 Fitbit Miami Mar-
athon and Half Marathon.

Miki was injured while serving in the
Israeli Air Force during the 1973 Yom
Kippur War, where he suffered multiple
spinal injuries. Despite three spinal op-
erations over an 18-month period, Miki
never let his injuries slow him down.

Miki’s experiences led him to create
a revolutionary home training system

“happy birth-
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for wheelchair users called Wheelchair
Fitness Solutions. This system, the
first of its kind, was designed specifi-
cally for disabled individuals.

Miki also participates in a range of
activities in south Florida, including
wheelchair basketball and swimming,
as well as contributing to the spinal
cord injury community and veterans
associations. Forty years later, his in-
juries have not prevented him from
being an active and inspiring member
of our south Florida community.

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to rep-
resent people like Miki who inspire
others each and every day.

Congratulations to Miki Erez.

——
PROVIDE TERMINALLY ILL PA-
TIENTS WITH LIFESAVING
TREATMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5
minutes.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to once again urge this
House to put right-to-try legislation on
the floor and to provide Americans
with terminal illnesses potentially life-
saving treatment.

Matt Bellina, my constituent, a 31-
year old Navy veteran, husband, father
of three, and an ALS warrior who has
been a partner in this fight, recently
sent me the following message: ‘“‘In
ALS there is only one active phase IIT
trial. The drug is NurOwn, and it looks
incredibly promising, but I didn’t meet
the exclusion criteria, so I am unable
to participate in this trial. It looks
like the drug has a good shot of mak-
ing it to market in quarter one of 2020.
Unfortunately, there is a good chance
that I will be dead by then.

“The right-to-try bill is the only via-
ble option for me at this point. I am
begging you and the rest of Congress to
get this done. I want to be there to
watch my three boys grow up.”’

Mr. Speaker, we must not delay this
lifesaving legislation any longer. I urge
House leadership to put this bill on the
floor for a vote. Terminally ill patients
across this country are depending on
us.

RECOGNIZING OLYMPIANS FROM BUCKS COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize the exceptional
athletes from Bucks County who will
be representing our Nation in the 2018
Winter Olympics next month.

Jamie Greubel Poser, from Newtown,
Pennsylvania, will represent the
United States as a member of the bob-
sled team.

Ryan Gunderson, from Bensalem,
Pennsylvania, will be joining the U.S.
Olympic hockey team as a defender.

Brian O’Neill, from Yardley, Pennsyl-
vania, will join the U.S. hockey team
as a forward.

Jamie is a veteran of competition at
this level, having won a bronze medal
at both the 2017 World Champion-
ships—also held in South Korea—as
well as the 2014 Sochi Winter Olympics.
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For Brian O’Neill, this will be his
first experience as an Olympic compet-
itor. A standout player at Germantown
Academy and Yale University, Brian
went on to play for the New Jersey
Devils before eventually playing for
the Kontinental Hockey League.

Ryan Gunderson, also a first-time
Olympic competitor, led Holy Ghost
Prep to its first Flyers Cup. He cur-
rently plays in the Swedish Hockey
League.

Mr. Speaker, I wish Ryan, Jamie, and
Brian great success. They will, no
doubt, make Bucks County and our en-
tire Nation proud.

——

DEFENSE BUDGET

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Missouri (Mrs. HARTZLER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, as
Members of Congress, we have an ex-
plicit constitutional responsibility to
provide for the common defense. Yet
some of my colleagues would rather
use our military as a bargaining chip
for political reasons.

For 3 days, our military was held
hostage while the government shut
down for an unrelated immigration
issue. For 3 days, military families
across the globe faced fear and uncer-
tainty over whether they would be paid
on time. Unfortunately, this is not the
last time or the first time our military
has been used as a political pawn. Year
after year, defense spending is held
hostage, causing our readiness to reach
a dangerously low level.

In testimony before the House Armed
Services Committee, Secretary Mattis
stated: “No enemy in the field has done
more to harm the readiness of our mili-
tary than sequestration.”

We are facing a host of threats from
every direction; threats that jeopardize
our safety, our freedom, and our way of
life. North Korea is aggressively pur-
suing a nuclear arsenal that can target
the United States and our allies. Chi-
na’s land reclamation has sparked
international clashes. Russian oppor-
tunistic aggression is threatening our
allies and could trigger a NATO alli-
ance response. Violent extremists are
threatening global stability as their
evil idealogy poisons minds and in-
duces followers to kill innocent people.
Iran continues to invoke instability by
sponsoring terrorism around the globe.

We expect our military to be able to
respond to each of these threats, yet
years of budget cuts and continuing
resolutions have degrade our military’s
capabilities and destroyed morale.

Here are the stunning and sobering
facts:

Less than half of the Navy’s aircraft
can fly due to maintenance and spare
parts delays.

Of the 58 Army combat brigade teams
that our Nation depends on to deploy
overseas to defend our freedoms, only
five could be called upon to fight to-
night.
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Last year, two Navy destroyers were
involved in collisions that tragically
claimed the lives of 17 sailors. These
ships will undergo repairs for years to
come.

I saw this personally in September
when I toured the USS Fitzgerald in a
naval base in Japan. I stood in the
room where seven sailors died when
their ship collided with a commercial
freighter, tearing a hole in the side of
the ship and flooding their room where
they were sleeping with water in less
than 2 minutes, giving them too little
time to escape. It was heart-wrenching
to see, and it remains heartbreaking to
think about the pain these families
will endure for years to come.

Perhaps saddest of all is that these
accidents were not due to an enemy at-
tack. They were due to training lapses
and poor leadership which was exacer-
bated by high demand for service, com-
bined with a lack of funding for needed
ships and a lack of training because of
defense cuts.

Last year alone, 80 U.S. servicemem-
bers were Kkilled in readiness-related
accidents, nearly four times the num-
ber that were killed in hostilities.

Our men and women in uniform de-
serve better. We owe it to them to pro-
vide them with all that they need as
they stand ready to actively fight a re-
surgent Russia, an emergent China, an
unstable North Korea, an unpredictable
Iran, and widespread violent extre-
mism.

We cannot expect our sons and
daughters to volunteer for military
service and thereby volunteer to be
placed in harm’s way without proper
equipment and adequate training.

Mr. Speaker, we must end this deadly
cycle of continuing resolutions. We
must end sequestration and provide for
the common defense. We must approve
a long-term budget that provides des-
perately needed increases in funding
for the military.

American military superiority is not
a God-given right or a law of nature. It
has been earned on the backs of a moti-
vated volunteer force. It is our duty to
ensure that force is well-equipped and
well-trained. The current normal is un-
acceptable and irresponsible.

Mr. Speaker, I call on my colleagues
to end this travesty and to stand with
our military as they stand for freedom
for us every day.

——
A DEVOLUTION IS TAKING PLACE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I proudly rise and stand in the well
of the Congress of the United States of
America to address the question of the
State of the Union.

What is the State of the Union?

Mr. Speaker, the State of the Union
is one of devolution. We are devolving
into the normalization of inequality;
inequality in a way that allows us to
pass a $1.5 trillion giveaway that will
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reward the rich for being rich and pun-
ish the poor for being poor.

We are devolving into hyperpartisan
political events by the hijacking of a
Supreme Court Justice when Justice
Gorsuch was appointed to the Supreme
Court.

We are evolving and devolving into
the hijacking of justice itself because
we now find that there are those who
believe that there is a deep-state con-
spiracy within the Justice Department;
that somehow there is this belief that
the Justice Department should be as-
saulted and attacked; that it should be
demeaned; that it should be discred-
ited.

We are devolving into, Mr. Speaker,
the normalization of disqualifying big-
otry, as evidenced by some of the state-
ments that have come from the Presi-
dency; statements that would nor-
malize language such as: there are
some ‘‘fine people” among those who
are bigots, racists, and persons perpe-
trating hate in Charlottesville, as evi-
denced by the notion that we can allow
people to say ugly things about other
countries and, in a sense, develop a
race-based immigration policy.

Mr. Speaker, we are devolving into a
society that recognizes a rising stock
market as the acid test for everything
when, in fact, it is only proof that
some people are doing better while
many others are not.

There is a devolution taking place,
and I, Mr. Speaker, contend that there
is a solution to this devolution. The so-
lution is the impeachment of an unfit
President.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-

gaging in personalities toward the
President.
————
J 1030
TONIGHT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. KELLY) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, tonight I will have the privi-
lege of hearing the State of the Union
Address that I have been waiting to
hear since I first came to Congress 7
years ago.

Tonight our entire country will hear
a confident message of undeniable good
news for all Americans—not based on
fantasy and hope, but on facts and un-
deniable success.

Tonight the President of the United
States will come to the people’s House
and speak to a nation that is far better
off today than we were just 1 year ago
in every measurable way.

Now, this success did not come by ac-
cident. Over the past year, by working
with a wunified Congress, President
Trump was able to begin implementing
his agenda to Make America Great
Again.

Let’s revisit what he has done when
it comes to accomplishments.
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The signing of the Tax Cuts and Jobs
Act marked the first time our Tax
Code was updated in over 31 years. It
lowered tax rates for all taxpayers
across the board, and it cut the cor-
porate tax rate down from 35 percent to
21 percent which allows us to compete
globally. It permanently repealed
ObamaCare’s individual mandate. It
opened up ANWR for drilling and brand
new energy exploration.

When it comes to deregulation, he
signed 15 CRA bills into law in less
than a year, imposed a groundbreaking
rule on the Federal bureaucracy to kill
two regulations for every new regula-
tion written, and has rolled back more
job-killing red tape than every Presi-
dent before him combined.

When it comes to the courts, by ap-
pointing conservatives like Neil
Gorsuch to the Supreme Court and a
historic number to the appellate
courts, he is restoring constitu-
tionalism and common sense to our ju-
diciary system. These appointments
will reverberate for generations to
come.

Now, when it comes to the outcomes,
the entire stock market is at an all-
time high. Contrary to what some peo-
ple will speak, this affects the pensions
of all Americans. Female unemploy-
ment is at its lowest level since 2001.
Black and Hispanic unemployment are
at their lowest levels ever. For 13 dif-
ferent States, overall unemployment is
at its lowest rate since we first began
recording it.

New manufacturing orders are in-
creasing at their fastest pace in 14
years. Quarterly GDP is exceeding ex-
pectations and is on track for a 3 per-
cent annual growth rate for the first
time in 13 years. Consumer confidence
is at its highest level since 2000. Job
market confidence is at its highest
level ever, and because of the Tax Cuts
and Jobs Act alone, more than 3 mil-
lion American workers—and count-
ing—are receiving $1,000 bonuses, or
more, wage increases, and/or benefit in-
creases. Now, in my own city that I
live in, NexTier Bank gave over 250 of
its associates a $1,000 bonus. Those are
hardly crumbs when it comes to hard-
working American taxpayers.

Abroad, the Islamic State—once
thought to be unstoppable—is now
shattered. Military morale, recently at
rock bottom, is now soaring. Our
troops are currently receiving their
largest pay raise in 8 years.

When it comes to liberty and con-
science issues, we ended the war on re-
ligious liberty. We tore up the so-called
HHS contraceptive mandate; no more
nuns fighting for their survival in the
Supreme Court; and we reinstated the
Mexico City policy the first weekend in
office.

When it comes to energy, we ended
the war on coal, we stopped the EPA’s
so-called Clean Power Plan, we ap-
proved both the Keystone XL and Da-
kota pipelines, and we have plans in
place to dramatically expand offshore
drilling.
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When it comes to American leader-
ship, we pulled out of the Paris climate
accord, we ended the Cuba appease-
ment, we condemned and decertified
the Iran deal, and Guantanamo Bay is
still open with no threat of closing.

By changing the rules of engagement,
trusting our generals, and unleashing
our military might, he has overseen
the total destruction of the ISIS ca-
liphate. The entire world is safer be-
cause of American leadership. Through
his words and deeds—most recently
with Jerusalem—the world sees Amer-
ica leading with moral clarity and con-
fidence again.

Mr. Speaker, tonight I will have the
privilege of hearing the State of the
Union that I have been waiting to hear
for 7 years. Tonight we will look at an
economy and a State of the Union that
is as strong as Pittsburgh steel.

Our economy is roaring, and Amer-
ica’s optimism is soaring. Our citizens
are becoming more prosperous. Our law
enforcement is becoming empowered
and not undermined. Our military is
growing stronger by the day. Our inter-
national credibility is being restored.
Our friends, once again, trust us; and
our enemies, once again, fear us. The
whole world knows that we will also
put America first.

But this is just the start. There is
still much work left to be done. But as
of today, the facts say it all: America
is winning again.

————
MILITARY PAYCHECKS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) for 56 minutes.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, it is
nice to have the United States econ-
omy starting to win again. It was a
great tribute to the President’s leader-
ship that we got a tax bill done that is
already reaping fantastic benefits for
S0 many across the country.

It is rather amagzing to see people in
some parts of the media who have
taken surveys already to see if people
have benefited from a tax bill that ac-
tually applies to the taxes due at the
end of this year even before they get
their February paycheck that will ac-
tually reflect those savings. But 1
guess if your goal is to undermine the
President at every turn rather than to
be fair and impartial media, that is the
kind of thing you do in January. You
do it quickly before individuals have a
chance to say and know how much the
tax bill will improve their lives.

It is also rather amazing to hear peo-
ple from this body refer to a $1,000
bonus as crumbs. One would think you
would have to basically be a multi-
millionaire to think of $1,000 as
crumbs. But for those of us who cashed
out most everything we had in order to
come be a servant in Congress, $1,000 is
still a lot of money. It will pay a lot of
bills. It is good for American families
and individuals that they are able to do
that.

I do want to call attention to some-
thing that my friend, Mrs. HARTZLER,
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referenced, and that is the threat of
paychecks not coming to our military
when they are in harm’s way pro-
tecting our very freedoms that allow us
to debate and push through legislation.

Going back to 2011, I saw the mili-
tary used as pawns in order to force—
or try to force—Republicans to vote for
a bad continuing resolution that broke
many of our promises. I had encour-
aged the Speaker, at that time, that we
needed to do something to make sure
that our military—the military pay—
was treated as our Social Security pay-
checks were treated where they are on
automatic pilot, and even if there is a
shutdown, those checks continue to go
out.

I know that is a surprise to some of
our seniors because, in the last admin-
istration, the President and others con-
tinually told people that, if there was a
shutdown, the Social Security checks
would not be going out. Unfortunately,
that was just a problem of ignorance,
and, of course, there is no House rule
that objects to our pointing out igno-
rance of a fact. But the fact is Social
Security checks go out automatically.
If someone is entitled to an increase in
their Social Security check, that does
not occur until after the shutdown is

over.
After 1 saw that the Republican
Speaker, back in 2011, after being

warned that we shouldn’t use our mili-
tary pay as leverage to get people to
vote for a bill that they shouldn’t vote
for, I actually filed a bill before that
CR came due that would ensure that
the military was paid as Social Secu-
rity. If you are entitled to a promotion
or additional pay, that doesn’t come
until the shutdown is over.

That bill has again been filed in this
Congress. The name is the ASAP bill,
Armed Services Always Paid. We need
to go ahead and bring that bill to the
floor, push the Senate to do the same
thing, and put our military’s pay on
automatic pilot. They would never
have to worry.

Having served in the military, in the
U.S. Army, for 4 years, I know our
military is being paid better than we
were back when I was on Active Duty.
But even still, I know too many in our
military who are barely getting by on
what they are paid. The last thing they
need is to be in harm’s way dodging
bullets or IEDs or rocket-propelled gre-
nades and have to be worrying whether
their loved ones back in the United
States are going to have the check so
that they can pay their car payment
and their home payment.

Let’s pass this ASAP bill
diately.

imme-

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 40
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

——
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

We give You thanks, O God, for giv-
ing us another day.

As You make available to Your peo-
ple the grace and knowledge to meet
the needs of the day, we pray that Your
spirit will be upon the Members of this
people’s House, giving them the rich-
ness of Your wisdom.

Bless the Members of the majority
party as they prepare and gather these
next days. May they, with those who
accompany them, travel safely and
meet in peace.

Bless also the minority party as they
prepare for their own gathering. May
these days be filled with hopeful antici-
pation.

Bless also the President as he visits
the people’s House to address the Na-
tion this evening.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from California (Mr. PANETTA) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. PANETTA led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

——————

AMERICANS ARE BETTER OFF

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
the differences are stark between
President Obama’s first year in office
and President Trump’s first year in of-
fice. If you just listen to the liberal
media, you would think our country is
worse off under President Trump. How-
ever, if you follow the facts, Americans
are far better off.
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In 2009, 4 million jobs were lost. In
2017, 1.7 million jobs were created.

Gross domestic product in President
Obama’s first year went down 2.8 per-
cent. It was up 2.3 percent last year.

Unemployment in 2009 increased from
7.8 percent to 9.9 percent. It fell in 2017
from 4.8 percent to 4.1 percent, a 17-
year low.

The Standard & Poor’s stock market
index was at 1,115 President Obama’s
first year. It recently hit 2,673.

President Trump’s policies are help-
ing more Americans get back to work,
pay less in taxes, and build their retire-
ment and savings accounts. These are
the facts.

Mr. Speaker, Americans can accu-
rately say they are better off today
than they were 8 years ago, or even 1
year ago.

——————

BUILD BRIDGES, NOT WALLS

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Madam
Speaker, 2017 was a year marked with
division and distraction, a disservice to
Americans seeking solutions to real
challenges facing our Nation.

My hope is that the new year pro-
vides an opportunity to move away
from divisive discourse and toward con-
structive dialogue and real outcomes.
This year, we can take real steps to
strengthen Medicare and Social Secu-
rity, as well as ensuring access to qual-
ity and affordable healthcare for all
Americans.

This year, we can promote job
growth and success for all Americans
by making smart, targeted invest-
ments in education and scientific re-
search, as well as preparing our work-
force for the 21st century.

This year, we can commit ourselves
to building a foundation for a stronger
America by making investments in our
Nation’s roads, waterways, infrastruc-
ture, and communities.

Madam Speaker, as we consider the
State of the Union, this Congress has
two choices: build walls or build
bridges. Bridges 1lead to Dbetter
healthcare, to better jobs, to a better
economy to make America great again,
and again, and again.

————

ECONOMIC REVIVAL

(Mr. ROTHFUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROTHFUS. Madam Speaker,
today is State of the Union day, and it
is an opportunity for the Nation to
hear from the President on the
progress we have been making and the
challenges that lie ahead.

One thing I am looking forward to is
hearing about how the Tax Cuts and
Jobs Act and the regulatory reforms
we have seen over the past year are
causing our economy to roar back to
life, creating more jobs and putting
more money in people’s pockets.
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Fifty-five years ago, President Ken-
nedy delivered a State of the Union
that recognized the power of tax cuts
that put money back into the private
sector. Talking about the economy,
President Kennedy said: ‘“To achieve
these greater gains, one step, above all,
is essential . . . a substantial reduction
and revision in Federal income taxes.”

I am glad President Trump and Con-
gress have followed President Ken-
nedy’s and President Reagan’s model.
The economic revival happening today
is not only lifting incomes, it is what is
going to generate the tax revenues that
will help us meet the challenges that
lie ahead. That is something for all
Americans to celebrate.

REMEMBERING DARBY WORTH

(Mr. PANETTA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PANETTA. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to recognize and remember
Darby Worth, an activist, a community
member of my hometown, and most
importantly, she was one of the teach-
ers at my elementary school.

Mrs. Worth, as I knew her, worked 20
years at Tularcitos Elementary School,
the school where I went and my daugh-
ters go today. Now, I didn’t know that
at the time, but many years ago before
she was a teacher, she was well versed
in environmental and social activism.

By the time she did take up teaching,
she had already traveled to San Fran-
cisco many times to protest the Viet-
nam war. Well after she retired from
Tularcitos, Darby was unrelenting in

her commitment to social justice,
women’s rights, challenging corporate
power, and, yes, fighting climate
change.

She had many movements that she
was behind, and it is understandable
considering that she felt strongly that
everything is interconnected. That is
why, at 90, she was already planning
and fighting the county to be buried in
her front yard.

Madam Speaker, I am not sure if she
was laid to rest in that location, but I
do know that Mrs. Worth will always
be remembered not for just being a
teacher to children, but because of her
interconnectivity to all of us. She was
somebody that we all learned from.

CELEBRATING MAPLE LEAF
FARMS’ 60TH ANNIVERSARY

(Mrs. WALORSKI asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate Maple Leaf
Farms on celebrating 60 wonderful
years. This family-owned operation has
been a staple in northern Indiana and
the U.S. duck industry since 1958.

While 60 years of successful oper-
ations is a tremendous accomplish-
ment, Maple Leaf Farms’ expansion,
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production capabilities, and newest
global ventures speak volumes to the
dedication and ingenuity of the Tucker
family. I am proud to learn of the
strong business model and outstanding
leadership of the Tuckers that has led
Maple Leaf Farms to handle 10 million
ducks a year and supply products
worldwide.

It is truly an honor to represent such
passionate and committed Hoosier
farmers as the Tuckers. I am grateful
for the positive contributions they
have made to our community.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of Second Dis-
trict Hoosiers, I want to thank Maple
Leaf Farms for strengthening Indiana’s
farming community, and I wish them
all the best in their next 60 years.

——————

GIVE HUMAN TRAFFICKING
SURVIVORS RELIEF

(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. GABBARD. Madam Speaker, too
often when we think about human traf-
ficking as a tragedy, we think about it
as something that goes on in someone
else’s country, in some other place
other than our home.

Most people are surprised to find out
that thousands of men, women, and
children right here in the TUnited
States are enslaved by human traf-
ficking every year. In my home State
of Hawaii, an estimated 1,500 to 2,500
victims are impacted each year with
girls as young as 10 and 11 years old re-
cruited and kidnapped from malls,
beaches, and schools.

So as we work to confront and stop
perpetrators of human trafficking, we
also need to change the way that we
treat survivors of this heinous crime.
Because even after the horrors that
these individuals go through of rape,
physical abuse, Kkidnapping, and so
much more, these survivors are too
often charged as criminals themselves,
thrown in jail, and shackled with a
criminal record that follows them
wherever they go.

We need to end this cycle of crim-
inalization and give survivors an op-
portunity to heal and move on with
their lives by passing the Trafficking
Survivors Relief Act.

Madam Speaker, as Human Traf-
ficking Awareness Month comes to a
close, I urge my colleagues to join me,
to pass this important legislation and
empower change for those who need it
the most.

———

HUMAN TRAFFICKING AWARENESS
MONTH—A STORY OF HOPE

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker,
Tonya was 13 years old when she met
Eddie. They struck up a relationship
and the two moved in together in Dal-
las, Texas. But what seemed to be a
‘“‘normal’’ relationship turned out not
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to be. Eddie turned Tonya into a sex
slave.

Eddie sold Tonya to men for money.
She was the victim of sex trafficking.
Night after night, Tonya was forced to
be with potential suitors. With her
body being used for profit and no es-
cape in sight, Tonya had almost given
up hope. But help arrived when Home-
land Security Special Agent Keith
Owens receive a tip and the outlaw was
arrested. He was sentenced to 12 years
in prison. Tonya was freed from her
shackles of modern-day slavery.

This is Human Trafficking Awareness
Month, Madam Speaker, and our fight
for Tonya and others is not over. We
must remain vigilant. Society has to
rescue their victims, restore them, and
put the slave masters in the jailhouse.

And that is just the way it is.

————

CHINA IS DESTROYING TIBETAN
BUDDHISM

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. McCGOVERN. Madam Speaker,
last week, Human Rights Watch re-
ported that the Chinese Government
has imposed draconian new controls on
Larung Gar, the famous Tibetan Bud-
dhist center of learning.

An official document says Com-
munist Party cadres are taking over
management, finances, security, ad-
missions, and even the choice of text-
books. This follows last year’s
demolitions and expulsions.

China says it respects constitu-
tionally protected religious beliefs.
That is a lie. When the state puts offi-
cials who are required to be atheists in
charge of your religious institutions,
that is not religious freedom. When ad-
mission requires a firm political stand,
when the state tells you what to teach
and students must honor the Com-
munist Party, that is not religious
freedom.

Sadly, the White House has been si-
lent as human rights abuses in China
worsen. Enough is enough. Congress
must pass the Reciprocal Access to
Tibet Act. If the President won’t act,
Congress must ensure there are con-
sequences for China’s egregious actions
to control and destroy Tibetan Bud-
dhism.

——
CUBA: COMMUNIST FAILURE

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, The Epoch Times this
month presented an extraordinary ex-
pose by economist Daniel Lacalle that
Cuba ‘‘still serves as the best example
of why communism doesn’t work and
will never work.”

Cuba was once one of Latin Amer-
ica’s wealthiest countries when Com-
munists seized power. But now the Cas-
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tro regime—like any socialist govern-
ment—is a machine of squandering sub-
sidies.

Between 1960 and 1990, Cuba received
more than $65 billion from the Soviet
Union, also hundreds of millions of dol-
lars from international organizations.
Despite this, the NationMaster ranking
ranks Cuba last, 176th in the world,
with an average salary of $25.05 per
month in 2014. The only way Cuba can
catch up with other developing coun-
tries is by ridding itself of communism.

Former British Prime Minister Mar-
garet Thatcher has been proven right
again: ‘“The trouble with socialism is
that eventually you run out of other
people’s money.”’

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

Madam Speaker, our sympathy this
week goes to the people of Afghanistan
in the global war who have suffered
mass murders in Kabul by the Taliban,
reaffirming that we must defeat ter-
rorism overseas.

RECOGNIZING THE EXTRAOR-
DINARY YOUTH OF THE VIRGIN
ISLANDS

(Ms. PLASKETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. PLASKETT. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to recognize some extraor-
dinary youth from the Virgin Islands.

I want to start off by congratulating
two distinguished scholars from my
district, Rose Kleeger from Country
Day High School, and Mansi Totwani
from Antilles High School.

Of the nearly 3.6 million high school
seniors graduating this year, Rose and
Mansi are among the 4,500 students
named as candidates for the 2018 Presi-
dential Scholars Program.

In the world of athletics, Alabama
State sophomore and St. Croix native,
Nia Jack, was fifth in the women’s 60-
meter dash at the Fred Wilt Invita-
tional this week. In the same meet, fel-
low Crucian and Purdue sophomore,
Myia Dorsey, ran fourth overall in the
women’s 400 meters and led the win-
ning women’s 1,600-meter relay team.

At the Arkansas State University In-
vitational, St. Croix’ Malique Smith
won his men’s 400-meter heat in a sea-
son’s best.

Madam Speaker, I want to congratu-
late these scholars and athletes coming
from the Virgin Islands. Despite the
profound devastation of hurricanes this
year which demolished our territory
and the delay in funding to rebuild our
islands, they are examples of the
strength and resilience of Virgin Is-
landers to excel no matter what.

I thank them for their excellence.
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TAX CUTS BENEFITING MON-
TANA’S SMALL BUSINESSES AND
WORKERS

(Mr. GIANFORTE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GIANFORTE. Madam Speaker,
because of the tax cuts passed by con-
gressional Republicans and signed by
President Trump, small-business own-
ers in Montana are expanding their
businesses and giving raises and bo-
nuses to their employees.

An insurance broker in Harlem is
giving a pay raise to all of his employ-
ees and hiring another staff member. A
small business in Stevensville is giving
pay raises to all of their employees,
and a local grocery store owner in St.
Ignatius is giving employees a raise,
increasing the starting wage, and pro-
viding his workers with a bonus.

The leader on the other side of the
aisle may deride these bonuses, raises,
and investments as crumbs, but they
make a real difference to the folks I
represent back in Montana. I look for-
ward to sharing more good news about
how the tax cuts congressional Repub-
licans and President Trump enacted
last year are benefiting Montana.

—————

HONORING A GREAT AMERICAN ON
HIS BIRTHDAY

(Ms. CHENEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. CHENEY. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to honor a great American on his
birthday: my dad, Dick Cheney.

I can imagine no better role model
than this good and great man. He loved
his time serving in this Chamber as the
gentleman from Wyoming. Throughout
a career spanning decades, including
during some of the most challenging
times our Nation has faced, he was a
steady and wise hand who always led
with the courage of his convictions.

No matter the burden he carried, he
has always been there for us as a lis-
tener and teacher. He taught my sister
and me to love our country, to read
history and learn from it, to listen
more than you talk, that a man’s word
should be his bond, and that we owe all
we have as Americans to the brave men
and women in uniform who fought and
died to keep us free.

Madam Speaker, the gratitude I have
for my dad as an American is surpassed
only by my love for him as his daugh-
ter.

Happy birthday, Dad.

——————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO JUSTICE
WILLIAM COUSINS

(Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois.
Madam Speaker, I rise to pay tribute
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to a dear friend, Justice William Cous-
ins, who passed away a couple days ago
at the age of 90.

Bill was a former member of the Chi-
cago City Council, called an inde-
pendent alderman; a circuit court
judge; and an appellate court justice
who always sought fairness. He was a
gentleman, a scholar, and a Harvard
graduate. I commend him for his public
service.

———
HUMAN TRAFFICKING

(Mr. LAHOOD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAHOOD. Madam Speaker, every
year, over 14,000 people are trafficked
into the United States. Human traf-
ficking is modern-day slavery and is
going on in our communities all across
the country. That is why, last week, in
my district, I hosted a roundtable with
local law enforcement, healthcare offi-
cials, victim advocates, and elected of-
ficials as part of a Human Trafficking
Awareness Month seminar to discuss
how we can combat this problem.

What we found is a lack of awareness
and communication on this issue. The
area that I represent contains major
highways that are beltways for traf-
fickers, which only makes it easier for
this crime to continue.

What we determined is that we need
further training for law enforcement
and healthcare providers so that this
kind of abuse can be more easily iden-
tified and reported. We should also re-
examine sentencing, as criminals cur-
rently face harsher sentences for drug
trafficking than for human trafficking.

The bills we voted on yesterday are
positive steps in this fight against
human trafficking and, hopefully, just
the first of many to come. We must do
all we can to raise awareness and end
this humanitarian problem.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF AYDEN
O’MALLEY

(Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois.
Madam Speaker, I rise today with a
heavy heart to honor Ayden O’Malley.
Ayden is the daughter of Denny and
Rosalind O’Malley of Nokomis, Illinois.

Along with many of her friends and
hundreds of other young people from I1-
linois, Ayden traveled here to D.C. ear-
lier this month to attend the March for
Life. During their trip, Ayden was hos-
pitalized after she experienced a seri-
ous medical episode.

After countless prayers and 5 days of
fighting, Ayden gained her angel wings.
As her mom said: ‘‘So often answered
prayers may not be the answers we
want.”

Ayden was an eighth grader at St.
Louis Catholic School, where she was
on the honor roll, played volleyball and
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softball, and volunteered in her com-
munity as often as she could. Everyone
who knew Ayden said she had a bright,
vibrant spirit that brought joy to ev-
eryone around her.

While they were here in D.C., I met
with Ayden’s group, but, unfortu-
nately, I never had the honor of meet-
ing her. I admire Ayden’s convictions
and willingness to be a voice for those
who cannot speak for themselves.

I ask this House to join me in pray-
ing for strength and healing for
Ayden’s family, friends, and the
Nokomis community during this dif-
ficult time.

———

REMEMBERING THE “CHAL-
LENGER” ANNIVERSARY 32
YEARS LATER

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, Sunday marked 32
years since the space shuttle Challenger
disaster.

On January 28, 1986, NASA launched
the 10th flight of the space shuttle
Challenger, and it broke apart 73 sec-
onds into its flight, killing all seven
crew members on board. It was dev-
astating for those watching at Kennedy
Space Center in Florida, for those
viewing at home, and for our Nation as
a whole.

I rise today to remember the Chal-
lenger’s dedicated crew:

Michael Smith, Dick Scobee, Ronald
McNair, Ellison Onizuka, Christa
McAuliffe, Gregory Jarvis, and Judith
Resnick.

As President Reagan said in a tele-
vised address 32 years ago: ‘“We will
never forget them, nor the last time we
saw them, this morning, as they pre-
pared for their journey and waved
good-bye and °‘slipped the surly bonds
of Earth’ to ‘touch the face of God.””’

Madam Speaker, these crew members
had a passion for exploration. They in-
spired children around the world who
dreamed of going to space. Through en-
couraging STEM study—science, tech-
nology, engineering, and math—we can
continue to preserve their legacy and
inspire another generation of explorers.

—————

ELECTING A MEMBER TO A CER-
TAIN STANDING COMMITTEE OF
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES

Ms. CHENEY. Madam Speaker, by di-
rection of the Republican Conference, I
offer a privileged resolution and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 719

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
ber be, and is hereby, elected to the fol-
lowing standing committee of the House of
Representatives:

COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES: Mr.
Curtis.
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The resolution was agreed to.
A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF SENATE AMENDMENTS TO
H.R. 695, CHILD PROTECTION IM-
PROVEMENTS ACT OF 2017

Ms. CHENEY. Madam Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 714 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 714

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to take from the
Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 695) to amend
the National Child Protection Act of 1993 to
establish a national criminal history back-
ground check system and criminal history
review program for certain individuals who,
related to their employment, have access to
children, the elderly, or individuals with dis-
abilities, and for other purposes, with the
Senate amendments thereto, and to consider
in the House, without intervention of any
point of order, a single motion offered by the
chair of the Committee on Appropriations or
his designee that the House: (1) concur in the
Senate amendment to the title; and (2) con-
cur in the Senate amendment to the text
with an amendment consisting of the text of
Rules Committee Print 115-56. The Senate
amendments and the motion shall be consid-
ered as read. The motion shall be debatable
for one hour equally divided and controlled
by the chair and ranking minority member
of the Committee on Appropriations. The
previous question shall be considered as or-
dered on the motion to adoption without in-
tervening motion or demand for division of
the question.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
WALORSKI). The gentlewoman from Wy-
oming is recognized for 1 hour.

Ms. CHENEY. Madam Speaker, for
the purpose of debate only, I yield the
customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from  Massachusetts (Mr.
MCGOVERN), pending which I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. Dur-
ing consideration of this resolution, all
time yielded is for the purpose of de-
bate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. CHENEY. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Wyoming?

There was no objection.

Ms. CHENEY. Madam Speaker, I rise
in support of House Resolution 714,
which provides for consideration of a
single motion to concur in the Senate
amendments to H.R. 695, the Depart-
ment of Defense Appropriations Act for
Fiscal Year 2018.

Madam Speaker, we meet here today,
122 days into the current fiscal year.
FY 2018 is one-third over, and yet the
United States Congress has been un-
able to appropriate funds for the de-
fense of our Nation.

I ask my colleagues, Madam Speaker,
to pause and let that sink in. The fiscal
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year is over 30 percent done, and we
have been unable to appropriate the
funds our military needs to defend the
Nation.

Madam Speaker, this is nothing new.
The United States Congress has forced
the U.S. military to operate like this
under continuing resolutions for 9 of
the last 10 years. The rule and the un-
derlying bill that we are debating and
voting on today, Madam Speaker, is a
crucial step towards reversing this dan-
gerous trend.

This Defense Appropriations bill is a
clean bill. It clears away all the poli-
tics. It clears away all the posturing. It
clears away all the jargon and the
process arguments.

Madam Speaker, this is an up-or-
down vote on the one issue that mat-
ters more than any other: providing for
the common defense of our Republic.

The question before this House today
is whether we will do our constitu-
tional duty and provide the funds for
those who are putting their lives on
the line for all of us. There is no other
question, Madam Speaker. And for
those who vote ‘‘no,” there will be no
place to hide when history comes to
ask why they failed to do their duty.

Our military has been strangled for
the last decade, Madam Speaker.
Obama-era budget cuts are certainly to
blame. The Obama administration’s de-
fense budgets were based on a set of
dangerous policies and false assump-
tions:

They assumed we could withdraw
from the Middle East and the terrorists
would stop fighting.

They assumed we could talk North
Korea out of their nuclear program
with a policy of ‘‘strategic patience.”

They assumed Russian and Chinese
efforts to upend the global world order
the United States built and sustained
with our allies over 70 years were no
threat to our national security.

Perhaps worst of all, Madam Speak-
er, they assumed that paying billions
of dollars to the regime in Tehran in
exchange for wunverifiable promises
from the mullahs about their nuclear
program would serve America’s inter-
ests. Never before, Madam Speaker, has
an American President been so wrong
about so much at the expense of so
many.

But we in Congress must also accept
some of the blame. While the previous
administration was pursuing policies
that aided our adversaries and harmed
our national interests, the United
States Congress adopted the Budget
Control Act, a law that has proven dev-
astating to the security of our Nation.

Beginning with the Budget Control
Act in 2011, the United States Congress
imposed arbitrary spending caps on do-
mestic and defense discretionary
spending. We handcuffed the military,
Madam Speaker. No longer could they
ask: What are the threats, and what do
we need to defend ourselves? Instead,
our men and women in uniform were
faced with arbitrary caps and, in 2013,
sequestration.
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When the supercommittee that was
established by the Budget Control Act
failed to come to any agreement on
cuts in mandatory spending—manda-
tory spending being the real driver,
Madam Speaker, of our national debt—
sequestration kicked in. This was like
taking a meat cleaver to every account
in the defense budget at a time of war
when our adversaries are gaining in
strength, readiness, and capability
every day.

By every measure, Madam Speaker,
the Budget Control Act has failed.
Since its passage in 2011, the national
debt has grown by nearly $4 trillion.
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Five years ago, the CBO estimated
that the U.S. debt would reach 80 per-
cent of GDP by 2029. Today, Madam
Speaker, the CBO projects that will
happen by 2022. The Budget Control Act
has failed to do what it intended to do.

Madam Speaker, we have got to ac-
knowledge something else. The Budget
Control Act created the concept on
which our current budget negotiations
are stalled. The idea, espoused espe-
cially by my colleagues on the other
side of the aisle, that we must have
“parity”’—for every dollar we increase
defense spending, they demand a dollar
increase in domestic spending—is 1lu-
nacy, Madam Speaker.

We are the people’s elected Rep-
resentatives with the responsibility for
stewardship over taxpayer dollars. We
are responsible for appropriating funds
for the Nation. Those funds should be
appropriated based upon our deter-
mination of the needs and priorities,
not based upon some arbitrary concept
of parity.

The dysfunction in this budget proc-
ess is now so great, Madam Speaker,
that, because of the BCA, we are in the
process of actually spending more on
programs we don’t need. It is time to
fully repeal the BCA.

Madam Speaker, my colleague on the
Rules Committee, Mr. MCGOVERN, will
no doubt shortly point out that Repub-
licans control the House and the Sen-
ate and the White House. He is right, of
course. But Mr. MCGOVERN also knows
that it takes 60 votes to pass anything
in the Senate, which gives the Demo-
crats and their leader, CHUCK SCHUMER,
power far beyond what they would oth-
erwise enjoy to block action.

Mr. Speaker, as you know, we have
passed all 12 appropriations bills
through this body, including this De-
fense Appropriations bill, only to have
these bills languish in the Senate.

Mr. Speaker, the defense of this Na-
tion must no longer be held hostage to
the rules of the United States Senate.
If 60 United States Senators cannot be
found to do what is right and fund our
military, then, Mr. Speaker, that body
has a constitutional obligation to
change its rules and stop allowing a
small minority to hold our military
hostage for political reasons.

The threat is real and the situation
is dire, Mr. Speaker. Today, we have
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the smallest Army since before World
War II, the smallest Navy since before
World War I, and the smallest and old-
est Air Force we have ever had.

Only 5 of 58 brigade combat teams in
the Army are ‘‘ready to fight tonight.”
Funding for future readiness against
competitors like Russia and China has
been cut by over 70 percent in the last
10 years. As North Korea’s missile pro-
gram advances, the U.S. inventory of
missile defense interceptors is dan-
gerously low. Less than half of the
Navy’s aircraft can fly, due to mainte-
nance and spare parts issues. Only 50
percent of the Air Force’s combat
forces are sufficiently ready for a high-
ly contested fight against a peer adver-
sary.

Mr. Speaker, we are running out of
bombs. Our supply of precision muni-
tions has been depleted by budget cuts
and increased operations. Fatal acci-
dents are increasing. This is all hap-
pening, Mr. Speaker, as the global
threat environment is more complex,
more imminent, and more grave than
at any time since World War II. Every
day we fail to do our duty in this body,
the risk to our troops increases, and it
becomes easier for our adversaries to
close the capabilities gap.

Surely, Mr. Speaker, on this issue we
can set politics aside and do what is
right for our Republic, for our freedom,
and for every man and woman standing
watch on the front lines for all of us.
Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I urge support
of this rule and the underlying bill, and
I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

(Mr. McCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentlewoman from Wyoming
(Ms. CHENEY) for the customary 30 min-
utes.

Mr. Speaker, here we go again, lit-
erally. Today we are considering, for
the third time, the FY 2018 Defense Ap-
propriations Act. The House took up
and passed this bill in July. The House
took up and passed this bill in Sep-
tember. And now, we will take it up
and pass it once again under a com-
pletely closed process for the third
time.

I know, Mr. Speaker, that many peo-
ple think that the third time is the
charm, but in this case, I think the
third time is a farce.

There are a couple of minor changes
to this version of the bill. For example,
once again, it has $1.18 billion to fund
President Trump’s request to send 3,500
more U.S. troops to Afghanistan, fund-
ing which has been attached to prior
spending bills.

It also has a general provision that
turns off sequestration for defense
spending. So it busts the budget caps
but exempts itself from any con-
sequences. That is a neat little trick,
Mr. Speaker.

But, really, why are we wasting our
time on this bill for a third time?
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Here is a little bit of a reality check,
Mr. Speaker. Neither this defense bill
nor any other appropriations bill can
move until the House and Senate Re-
publican leadership get their act to-
gether, negotiate a budget agreement
that works for all our Federal pro-
grams, and finally set the top-line
numbers for all the appropriations
bills. Then, and only then, will our ap-
propriators be able to begin negotia-
tions on the final FY 2018 omnibus
spending bill to fund all our Federal

programs, defense and nondefense
alike, through the rest of the fiscal
year.

It would have been nice if this had
been done in September, Mr. Speaker,
or maybe by October or the end of No-
vember or the end of December. One
might have hoped to have finally com-
pleted the job by the end of this month.
That would be 4 whole months into fis-
cal year 2018. But we all know that is
not going to happen.

Now, I don’t know about you, Mr.
Speaker, but I sure hope we can get
these FY 2018 appropriations bills all
done before we have to start working
on the fiscal year 2019 appropriations
bills.

There is a very simple reason why
there is no budget agreement. The Re-
publicans are squabbling among them-
selves over either raising the budget
caps or making even deeper cuts in do-
mestic spending. It is like the Repub-
lican rightwing is fighting with the Re-
publican extreme rightwing.

I will again remind my colleagues, as
my colleague from Wyoming did, Re-
publicans control everything. They
control the House. They control the
Senate. They control the Presidency. I
wish they didn’t, but they are in
charge. It is their job to keep the lights
running. But there is an incompetence
that is on display here that I have
never, ever seen in all my years of gov-
ernment.

What should be happening is that the
Republican leadership should be reach-
ing out to the House and Senate Demo-
cratic leadership and negotiating a real
bipartisan budget agreement, one that
has votes in both Chambers.

What a radical idea, to actually sit
down and negotiate a bipartisan agree-
ment that will get bipartisan votes.
The notion that they can present legis-
lation on the House floor in this kind
of my-way-or-the-highway approach
and expect Democrats to vote for it is
ludicrous. We are not going to get ev-
erything we want. We know that. We
are in the minority. But our values
need to be represented in these overall
budget negotiations as well.

So they should do their job. Sit down
and work out a deal. That is what they
are supposed to do when they are in
charge. Instead, here we are entering
our fifth month of fiscal year 2018 and
no budget agreement, which translates
into no final appropriations bills be-
cause the appropriations committees
don’t know what their top-line spend-
ing ceiling is for any of the remaining
bills, including defense.
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It doesn’t matter how many times
they send this same bill over to the
Senate. It can’t come back to us as a
final House-Senate conference report
without a budget agreement.

They should do their job. We can’t
get a budget agreement until the Re-
publicans stop fighting amongst them-
selves and decide to work for the good
of the American people and the Amer-
ican military. They should do their job.

I know today that we will hear a lot
about how important it is to fund our
military. Of course, that is important.
You won’t hear anybody in this House
argue against that. But it is also im-
portant to fund things like the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. They help
protect us here in the United States
from potential terrorist attacks.

It is also important to fund the Jus-
tice Department. There are many anti-
terrorism programs in the Justice De-
partment that are important to pro-
tecting the citizens of this country. To
suggest that somehow they don’t mat-
ter, I think, is just wrong.

Isn’t it important that we support
our Veterans Affairs Department to
support our veterans who have sac-
rificed so much for this country? To
say that somehow they are not a pri-
ority, I don’t think that is right.

It is important to fund the State De-
partment. It is important to fund
Transportation, Health and Human
Services, Agriculture, Education,
Housing and Urban Development, the
Energy Department, the Interior De-
partment, and all our Federal bureaus,
agencies, and programs.

America’s national security is more
than just our military. It is our local
law enforcement. It is our courts. It is
our hospitals, our schools, our roads,
and our bridges. It is investing in our
communities, cities, and our towns. It
is taking care of our veterans, our sen-
iors, and our children. It is helping our
local farmers, businesses, and compa-
nies survive and thrive.

If we fail in these duties, Mr. Speak-
er, then what is there left to defend?

Time and time again, Secretary of
Defense Mattis has declared that the
greatest damage to our military comes
from continuing to fund defense by a
series of short-term continuing resolu-
tions, one after another after another.
Yet that is exactly what Republicans
in Congress are doing.

So, please, Mr. Speaker, let’s have no
more crocodile tears about defense
spending and how important our mili-
tary is. If the military were really a
priority for the Republican leadership
and not just a good sound bite, then
they would have reached a budget
agreement and finished the FY 2018 ap-
propriation bills—all of them—last
year.

Mr. Speaker, right now, Federal
agencies, including the Pentagon, are
operating under a fourth continuing
resolution. Even if, by some miracle, a
budget agreement is reached today or
by next Monday, Congress will still
need to pass a fifth CR by next Thurs-
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day, February 8, because there is no
way the appropriators will be able to
start and finish their negotiations on a
final omnibus in just a few days.

So, Mr. Speaker, the bill before us,
under a completely closed process, is
theater. It is not about our military. It
is not about the defense of this coun-
try. It is about a sound bite. It is about
trying to provide some smoke so the
people don’t realize that the Repub-
licans who run this government don’t
know how to do their job. It is nothing
more than face-saving for the most ex-
treme Members of the Republican Con-
ference. It does nothing that hasn’t
been done twice before. It means noth-
ing. It is a waste of time.

Since the House is really only work-
ing 1 day this week—namely, today—
then we could have brought up legisla-
tion that hasn’t already moved twice
through the House but for which action
is desperately overdue.

We could have brought up the reau-
thorization of our community health
centers, which help more than 24 mil-
lion Americans access essential
healthcare. Or how about the reauthor-
ization of the Maternal, Infant, and
Early Childhood Home Visiting Pro-
gram, which helps young families all
across this country?

The Republican Ileadership delib-
erately chose to let the authorization
for each of these critical programs ex-
pire in September. They haven’t even
lifted a finger since to reauthorize
them. We could have easily taken care
of their reauthorization today in a cou-
ple of hours and sent those bills over to
the Senate rather than spending the
same amount of time passing the same
defense bill for a third time.

Mr. Speaker, defense spending and all
other Federal programs are in a mess
today because the Republicans are in-
capable of running the government. It
is that simple. Each day it becomes
even more clear that the Republican
leadership not only can’t govern, they
are not even interested in governing.
Everything we are doing on this day is
going nowhere, and my Republican
friends know that.

This, again, is about theater. It is not
about troops. It is not about our secu-
rity. It is about giving them some
cover to justify the incompetence that
is on display here.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I want to say
to my colleagues on the Republican
side that we don’t need lectures from
them about America’s national secu-
rity. When it comes to forcing their
terrible policies on the American peo-
ple, they say ‘‘yes, yes, yes”’ to Presi-
dent Trump; but when it comes to
holding President Trump accountable
and protecting American democracy,
all they say is “nyet.”

Clearly, House Republicans’ desire to
protect President Trump has clouded
their judgment and caused them to lose
sight of what is at stake: the security
and integrity of our democracy.

Mr. Speaker, President Trump’s own
CIA Director, our former colleague,
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CIA Director Mike Pompeo, recently
admitted that Russia is currently
working to undermine the upcoming
election and has been doing so for dec-
ades.
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And, just yesterday, President
Trump refused to impose defense and
intelligence sanctions on entities pur-
chasing Russian military equipment.
In July, Congress passed an over-
whelmingly bipartisan bill requiring
President Trump to impose defense and
intelligence sanctions on entities pur-
chasing Russian military equipment.
His decision, yesterday, to refuse to do
so tells us all we need to know about
where his loyalties lie.

And still, Mr. Speaker, all the other
side continues to do, day after day, is
assault the rule of law. They have led
an all-out assault on our Department
of Justice and on our FBI to smear
Special Counsel Robert Mueller’s in-
vestigation, attempting to tarnish the
credibility of our Federal law enforce-
ment along the way, and sowing doubt
and confusion about the very ability of
anyone in law enforcement to conduct
an impartial investigation.

And let’s not forget that we are not
talking about some hypothetical inves-
tigation. Here are the facts:

The President’s former National Se-
curity Advisor has pled guilty to lying
to the FBI about his contacts with the
Russian Ambassador.

The President’s former foreign policy
adviser pled guilty after he lied about
his contacts with the Russian Govern-
ment.

And the President’s former campaign
manager has been indicted by a grand
jury for, among other things, con-
spiracy against the United States of
America.

Now the Republicans are trying to
whip up a controversy out of thin air
with a misleading cherry-picked memo
written by their own staff, which con-
tains significant inaccuracies and
omissions that misrepresent the under-
lying intelligence.

Associate Attorney General Stephen
Boyd stated:

“We believe it would be extraor-
dinarily reckless for the committee to
disclose such information publicly
without giving the Department and the
FBI the opportunity to review the
memorandum and to advise the com-
mittee of the risk of harm to national
security and to ongoing investigations
that could come from public release.”

‘“‘Indeed, we do not understand why
the committee would possibly seek to
disclose classified and law enforcement
sensitive information without first
consulting with the relevant members
of the intelligence community.”’

Mr. Speaker, Republicans are doing
this in a ridiculous attempt to dis-
credit an entire investigation, which
has already found a serious effort to at-
tack our democracy.

This is a deeply, deeply irresponsible
attempt to undermine Special Counsel
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Mueller’s investigation, regardless of
the profound damage that it does to
our democratic institutions and na-
tional security agencies. It is offensive
to the Nation, and it is just plain
wrong.

I would remind my Republican col-
leagues that we are here to uphold the
rule of law, not the rule of Trump. I
understand that, in this Chamber,
there are powerful political incentives
to circle the wagons amongst my Re-
publican friends around this White
House, but the truth is the truth, and
there is nobody, nobody in this coun-
try, including the President of the
United States, who should be above the
law.

Mr. Speaker, I would say to my col-
leagues that when we are talking about
defending the national security of our
country, what has gone on in this
Chamber these last few days, in my
opinion, is a threat to our national se-
curity.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate, as always,
the candor of my colleague, Mr.
MCGOVERN. But, I have to say, I am
having a hard time understanding why
it is, when he is so clearly knowledge-
able about the damage that CRs do to
the military, we are, today, presenting
an opportunity for this entire House to
stop that process for this entire House
to provide the kind of reliable, secure,
sufficient funding that our troops need;
yvet, I would imagine, many colleagues
on the other side of the aisle are going
to vote ‘“‘no”’ on that.

I think it is important, though, to
recognize some facts, Mr. Speaker:

The first of those is, for all the talk
about a budget agreement, it was the
leadership on the other side of the aisle
that refused to go to a meeting at the
White House a couple of months ago
and pulled out completely of the talks
last year.

It was also, with all due respect, Mr.
Speaker, the leadership on the other
side of the aisle, the Democrat leader-
ship, that shut the government down 2
weeks ago. So it is awfully hard, I am
sure, to be able to convince constitu-
ents back home that they really want
to get this job done and get things
moving when they continue to stop the
process, to gum up the works, and even
to shut down the government.

Mr. Speaker, I know that every Mem-
ber of this body cares deeply about the
U.S. troops. And I know that every
Member of this body wants what is
right for this Nation. But there is a big
difference between having the luxury of
talking about support for the troops
and actually voting for the funds they
need to do their job. Talk does not buy
equipment; talk does not get our
planes back in the air; talk does not
provide pay raises for our troops; talk
does not provide the kind of protection
our servicemen and -women need, the
equipment that they need, to do their
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job; talk does not roll back Russia, or
China, or Iran, or North Korea.

For that, the Pentagon needs money.
The only way that our military will
get money is if we appropriate: if we
break the cycle of continuing resolu-
tions and pass this appropriations bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 minutes to the
gentleman from Alabama (Mr. BYRNE),
my dear friend and colleague from the
Rules Committee.

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman for yielding, and I ap-
preciate all of the work that she does
on behalf of our Nation’s military men
and women.

Mr. Speaker, here we are again. Once
again, this House will vote to fully
fund our Nation’s military and critical
national security programs.

I have said this many times before,
but I will continue saying it because
the point is so very important: the
global threat environment facing the
United States today is greater than at
any time since the conclusion of World
War II.

North Korea is continuing to build
its nuclear weapon program, which
poses a direct threat to the United
States and our servicemembers sta-
tioned abroad.

Terrorist groups, like ISIS and al-
Qaida, may be weakened in Iraq and
Syria, but their influence continues to
spread to other areas throughout the
Middle East and Africa.

The situation in Afghanistan is deep-
ly concerning. Look no further than
the recent wave of attacks by the
Taliban in Kabul.

China is continuing to build up its
military and exert aggression in the
South China Sea.

Russia and Putin remain emboldened
as they take provocative actions in
Ukraine, throughout Eastern Europe,
and even in the Pacific.

Other countries continue to catch up
to our Nation’s capabilities in the
space domain.

Iran is showing more and more in-
volvement in the Middle East and con-
tinues to support terrorist groups that
threaten our allies, like Israel.

Not to even mention the evolving and
serious threats posed to the United
States by state actors and rogue actors
when it comes to cybersecurity.

Despite so many real and wide-rang-
ing threats, our military has not re-
ceived the funding that is necessary to
keep up.

As the gentlewoman said, we have
the smallest Army since before World
War II, the smallest Navy since before
World War I, and the smallest and old-
est Air Force we have ever had.

The military does not work like a
spigot. You can’t just turn it on when
a crisis happens and expect everything
to work and all of our servicemembers
to be ready. Training takes time, and
building equipment takes even more
time. We have to prepare now for the
crisis of tomorrow.

The commandant of the Marine
Corps, General Robert Neller, put it
best when he said:
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‘“Marines don’t get ready when the
crisis occurs.”

“The instability of the current fiscal
environment, compounded by current
shortfalls in our operation and mainte-
nance accounts, impact our ability to
maintain a ‘ready bench.’”’

Secretary of the Air Force Heather
Wilson also recently stated that: ‘“We
are stretching the force to the limit,
and we need to start turning the corner
on readiness.”

I could go on for hours talking about
the real challenges facing our military.
But, instead of looking back, I want
this Congress to look ahead and solve
these problems, instead of just contin-
ually talking about them.

This Defense funding bill includes
$659.2 billion in full-year funding for
the Department of Defense. That in-
cludes increases in military operations
and maintenance accounts. That in-
cludes a 2.4 percent pay raise for our
troops, which would be the largest in 8
years. That includes increased funding
for missile defense systems and pro-
grams, which is so important, given
the threat posed by North Korea.

That includes funding for 11 new
Navy ships, including three littoral
combat ships, which are built, in part,
by Austal USA in my district. That in-
cludes critical funding for training and
readiness operations.

That also includes much-needed
money for research and development to
ensure our military continues to have
the most innovative and state-of-the-
art equipment at their disposal.

All told, this bill would be a land-
mark step toward rebuilding our mili-
tary, standing up to our adversaries,
and supporting the men and women
who work every single day to keep the
American people safe.

Now, I hear my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle saying that this
bill has no chance in the Senate. While
I don’t understand why our colleagues
and the Senate would not want to fund
our military, I have a strong rebuttal
to that argument.

If the Senate wants to add non-
defense programs to this bill or make
changes, then they should take this
bill up, make whatever changes or ad-
ditions that they desire, and send the
bill back over to the House. It simply
makes no sense to just declare this bill
dead and not take a vote on it.

I intend to talk to my two home
State Senators about passing this bill,
and I expect they will be supportive of
this effort because they understand the
need to fund our Nation’s military.

But I reject the notion that we
shouldn’t be passing this bill and send-
ing it over to the Senate. I am tired of
the Senate not acting on our govern-
ment funding bills, and I think we
should keep sending funding bills over
there until they take one up and actu-
ally pass it. This ridiculous crisis of
funding our government from one crisis
to the next must end.

So, Mr. Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support this legislation and,
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once again, send a military funding bill
over to the Senate. Here, in the House,
we must continue to fulfill one of our
most basic responsibilities outlined in
the Constitution: to provide for the
common defense.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WEBER of Texas). The time of the gen-
tleman has expired.

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield an
additional 30 seconds to the gentleman
from Alabama.

Mr. BYRNE. With this funding bill,
we can move back toward a position of
peace through strength, and we can
keep American families safe.

Mr. Speaker, I urge the adoption of
the rule and the underlying legislation.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I would just respond to
my colleague from Wyoming who said
that talk will not fund our military, or
that talk will not upgrade our military
equipment, and I agree. Nobody is ask-
ing the other side to talk. We are ask-
ing them to do their job. We are asking
them to go and sit down with Repub-
licans and Democrats and work out a
deal on the budget caps.

In order to do any of this stuff, we
have to know how much we can spend.
Before you go shopping, you have to
know how much you are going to
spend.

I know my Republican friends don’t
want to take responsibility for what is
clearly incompetence, but, the bottom
line is, in the Senate, the Senate Ap-
propriations Subcommittee on Defense
hasn’t even marked up the Defense Ap-
propriations bill yet. And the last time
I checked, the Republicans controlled
the Senate—I wish they didn’t, but the
Republicans control the Senate. And as
my colleague from Wyoming knows,
bills don’t move in the House or the
Senate without the Republican leader-
ship moving it.

So I think it is clear that this Repub-
lican-controlled government can’t do
its job, and November can’t come soon
enough, for me, because I think there
needs to be a major change here. We
need people in charge who understand
that the American people come first,
not some rightwing ideology, who un-
derstand the meaning that the Amer-
ican people comes first means doing
your job.

Mr. Speaker, I am going to urge that
my colleagues vote to defeat the pre-
vious question, and I will give a little
explanation why.

Mr. Speaker, this past weekend,
President Trump tweeted that he
wants to show that “Democrats do not
want to solve DACA, only use it.”” Well,
I would beg to differ. This is the 19th
time that we have attempted to bring
the bipartisan bill, H.R. 3440, the
Dream Act, for a vote on the House
floor, and, if we defeat the previous
question, we will bring that bill up.

We have made our position clear: we
want immigration policies that make
America safer, without betraying our
core values as a nation.
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President Trump made his position
clear as well. He has tweeted and said,
time and time again: ‘“My standard is
very simple: America First and Make
America Great Again.”

Exactly what does he mean by Amer-
ica First?

According to the conservative Cato
Institute, repealing DACA would cost
the government over $60 billion and
would reduce economic growth by $280
billion over the next decade. That
doesn’t sound like an America First
policy to me.

If we defeat the previous question, I
will offer an amendment to the rule to
bring up H.R. 3440, the Dream Act: this
bipartisan, bicameral legislation that
would help hundreds of thousands of
young people, who are American in
every way, except on paper.

I regret very much that the leader-
ship in this House has refused, time
and time again, to allow us to debate
and deliberate on this issue. We have a
bill called the Dream Act. If it was
brought to the floor, it would pass
overwhelmingly. Every Democrat
would support it, and I bet a big chunk
of Republicans would support it as
well, and we could end this once and
for all.
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The Republican leadership is so pa-
thetically terrified of a narrow,
xenophobic, bigoted element of their
base that they cannot bring themselves
to allow us to even consider such a bill,
and I regret that very much.

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent to insert the text of my amend-
ment in the RECORD, along with extra-
neous material, immediately prior to
the vote on the previous question.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?

There was no objection.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
4 minutes to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. GONZALEZ) to discuss our proposal.

Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask my colleagues to vote ‘“‘no’ on
the previous question so that we can
immediately bring the Dream Act to
the floor.

I stand before you today with a re-
opened government, ready to transform
discussion into action. This is the 19th
time that we have requested a vote on
the Dream Act.

Congress did not create this emer-
gency. This is a mere negotiation tac-
tic brought about by the actions of a
single man.

The time for tactics is over. Now is
the time to put your vote to work and
break the deadlock issue.

We are a nation of immigrants, refu-
gees, and asylum seekers. A great man
once said: ‘“The bosom of America is
open to receive not only the opulent
and the respected stranger, but the op-
pressed and persecuted of all nations
and religions, whom we shall welcome
to a participation with all our rights
and privileges. . . .”
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That man was George Washington,
Mr. Speaker, our country’s first Presi-
dent.

Now let us take a moment to reflect
on this and how President Washington
saw our country. George Washington
would welcome an opulent and re-
spected stranger, you know, like folks
from Norway. However, we should also
welcome the oppressed and the per-
secuted of all nations and all religions
in the world.

Compare George Washington’s words
to President Trump’s, who said: “I do
business with the Mexican people, but
you have people coming through the
border that are from all over. And they
are bad. They are really bad. You have
people coming in, and I am not just
saying Mexicans. I am talking about
people who are from all over that are
killers and rapists, and they are com-
ing into this country.”

Please, Mr. Speaker, do not let this
era be known as the day that America
surrendered. Do not let our country go
down the path of religious persecution.
Do not let our country fall to the dic-
tates of convenience.

The United States of America sets
the tone for the rest of the world. In
other words, Mr. Speaker, if we do not
help the less fortunate than us, who
can we count on?

It is not easy to say no, Mr. Speaker.
It is easy to surrender. It is a rare oc-
casion where an easy choice is the
right choice.

It is up to us, the leaders of our coun-
try, to take the hard path, the path
taken by our ancestors.

About 800,000 young people living in
our country, also known as DREAMers,
are facing an uncertain future.

Many criticize how DACA was cre-
ated, some even criticize the granting
of a status quo on immigrants. I say
this is un-American. I say to these crit-
ics that it is time to become problem
solvers for our country.

We only have a few days left under
the current continuing resolution to
pass a bill that provides DACA recipi-
ents a pathway to citizenship. We made
a promise to the American people and
to 800,000 DREAMers who are American
in every way except on paper.

To all the DREAMers, I want you to
know that I stand with you.

Today I call on every Member of Con-
gress to remember that we are a nation
founded by immigrants. I call on you
to give these DREAMers a chance.
Let’s get it done.

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, we have seen now on
display in this debate exactly the prob-
lem and, frankly, it is despicable, Mr.
Speaker.

We are in a situation where our col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle
are holding hostage funding for our
troops over the issue of illegal immi-
gration. There is no other way to de-
scribe it. There is no other way to—I
can’t put it into words. The people who
are watching, I am sure, have seen it
on the floor right now.
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If my colleagues feel so strongly
about support for the troops, there is a
very easy answer. And that answer is
to vote for this bill, to vote to support
this appropriation, not to try to divert
attention, not to try to talk about
other issues, not to try to talk about
the extent to which we haven’t reached
a deal.

We have got a bill and we are putting
it on the floor. It funds the troops. It
ends the damage that has been done by
the continuing resolutions. They ought
to vote for it, we ought to pass it, and
then our colleagues in the Senate
should do the same.

They cannot, at the same time, say
that they support our troops, that they
support resources for the troops, and
then go through all of these contor-
tions trying to explain why it is they
are going to vote ‘‘no’’ on this issue.

I would also just say, Mr. Speaker,
the fact that the United States Senate
right now is either incapable or unable
of doing its constitutional duty does
not absolve us in this House of the obli-
gation to do ours, and that is to pro-
vide funding and resources for the U.S.
military.

It is absolutely a broken system. We
are in a situation where I would ask
my colleagues to think, as they are ar-
guing on this floor, debating on this
floor today, about the parents of men
and women who are deployed, to think
about what this debate must sound like
to them, to think about trying to ex-
plain to them why it is when we have
a bill that provides the funding the
military needs, our colleagues on the
other side of the aisle are going to vote
“no”” because of some budget process,
some budget procedure, because of ne-
gotiations over DACA, because of any
other reason under the sun they can
imagine.

Vote ‘‘yes” on this bill, vote ‘‘yes”
for this rule, and then we can go on and
deal with these other issues. But, Mr.
Speaker, none of those other issues will
matter. If we fail to do what is right
for the military, none of those other
issues will matter.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I really appreciate the
people who write the Republican talk-
ing points because they keep on trying
to change the subject to try to confuse
the American people.

My colleague knows that this battle
is not over the DREAMers, although we
all think it is immoral that these
young people have been treated so ter-
ribly and so cruelly, and we believe
that there needs to be a resolution to
that.

The bottom line is that we need to
negotiate budget caps so we know how
much we can spend on not only de-
fense, but nondefense appropriations so
we can keep our government running.
This should have been done months
ago.

So if we really care about our troops,
then where is the bipartisan agreement
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to raise the budget caps so that we
know we have a budget deal? Where is
this bipartisan agreement?

My Republican friends have known
that this is the deal for a long time,
yet, again, they are tied in knots be-
cause they are fighting amongst them-
selves. Their rightwing is having a bat-
tle with their extreme rightwing; and
there is even an extreme, extreme
rightwing that not only does not want
to raise any nondefense spending budg-
et caps, but wants to cut domestic
spending.

I would say to my colleagues that
this is about more than the DREAMers.
In fact, this is about community health
centers. I mean, people rely on commu-
nity health centers all across this
country to get their healthcare. We are
not dealing with that.

This is about funding our veterans.
The men and women who serve our
country, who we put their lives in
harm’s way, shouldn’t we make sure
that their budget is funded? I mean,
Homeland Security.

So, I mean, there is a whole bunch of
stuff here, but this is really simple to
fix. It requires the Republican leader-
ship and this Republican government
to do its job. That is all we are asking.
Do your job, negotiate a deal for a
budget agreement to fund the govern-
ment for the rest of the year, then we
are done, and we go on to fight other
things. But there is an easy way to do
this: come up with some numbers,
work it out with your leadership, work
it out with our leadership, and let’s
move that.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I think that if my col-
league on the other side of the aisle
spent more time focused on doing his
job and less time on telling us to do
ours, we would be in a lot better shape.
I think the American people deserve to
know what is going on in these budget
negotiations.

What is going on in these budget ne-
gotiations, Mr. Speaker, is that the
leadership on the other side of the aisle
continues to move the goalpost. They
enjoy this political fight, this political
dance. They enjoy the sense that they
can hold us hostage, they can hold the
troops hostage.

They seem to not have any concern
at all about the fact that we are now 30
percent of the way through the fiscal
year and our troops have not been
funded.

So behind closed doors, what is going
on is moving the goalpost; it is Lucy
and the football. They want to con-
tinue playing these games.

So I would suggest that my colleague
on the other side of the aisle ought to
turn his focus and attention on his own
leadership and ask them to do their
job.

In the meantime, Mr. Speaker, we
are in a position where we are today
considering a bill that will fund the
military.
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I applaud my colleague’s efforts to
try again and again and again to make
the case that he believes in funding the
military, he believes we ought to have
a full year appropriation, he believes
we have got to get out from under the
CR, and, therefore, he is going to vote
“no” on this bill. It takes, really, focus
and attention and talent to be able to
do that, so I applaud that effort, but
the reality is the reality, Mr. Speaker.
We are in a position today where we
have the opportunity to vote to fund
the troops, and we ought to do that.

Mr. Speaker, I am prepared to close,
and I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, let me say again, the
Republicans are in charge. I wish we
were in the majority. If we created this
mess, the Republicans would have
every right to criticize us, but we are
not in charge. I regret that very much.
I think it is not good for the country
that we have a Republican House, a Re-
publican Senate, and a Republican
President, because I think a lot of the
priorities of the American people are
not being addressed.

All the Republican leadership needs
to do is get together and do their job
and negotiate a deal on the budget
caps, and let us approve defense and
nondefense spending for the rest of the
year and get away from these CRs. It is
in their hands.

As I said, the Senate Subcommittee
on Defense Appropriations hasn’t even
had a markup in their committee. I
mean, they are controlled by Repub-
licans. You can’t blame us for every-
thing.

Bottom line is you are in charge.
When you are in charge, you have to
keep the lights on. That is your respon-
sibility. Unfortunately, my Republican
friends don’t want to do this.

I have never, ever, seen this kind of
incompetence in our government, ever,
in all my years. This has to end. Again,
the way it ends is when the Republican
leadership decides to negotiate a budg-
et agreement with the House and Sen-
ate leaders, Republicans and Demo-
crats alike.

Mr. Speaker, we all believe that we
ought to support our military, we
ought to make sure we have the best
military, second to none. We want to
fund that, but we also understand that
it is important to fund the Department
of Homeland Security, which protects
us from terrorist attacks here at home.
I am sorry my Republican friends don’t
see that as a priority.

We also believe we ought to fund vet-
erans’ health. I am sorry my Repub-
lican friends don’t see that as a pri-
ority.

We believe in funding community
health centers. We believe in making
sure that our States have the money to
be able to rebuild their aging infra-
structures. I am sorry that that is not
a priority, but it is to us.

The entire budget is a priority to us,
and I don’t think it is too much to ask

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

the leadership of this House and the
leadership of the Senate to make sure
that everything is funded and that the
needs of the entire country are met,
and not kind of picking one over an-
other over another.

The other thing I would say is that,
if we want to have a talk about na-
tional security, we ought to focus on
what is happening right here with the
Republicans and the House Intelligence
Committee playing politics with an in-
vestigation into Russia’s attack on our
democracy.

You ought to be concerned about a
President of the United States who
doesn’t seem at all worried that the
Russians interfered in our election,
that according to his own CIA head
says they are still trying to interfere
in our election, and we can’t even get
this President to impose congression-
ally mandated sanctions.

Is there anything that Russia can do
to us that will cause this President to
stand up and defend our country or to
even say something mildly critical
about Vladimir Putin, whom he
praises, a man who Kkills journalists
and human rights defenders and polit-
ical opponents?

Enough. I mean, stop this
politicization of the Russia investiga-
tion. This should be bipartisan, getting
to the bottom of this. Wherever it
leads, it leads, but this is serious. You
want to talk about a threat to our
country, to our homeland, and to our
democracy, look at what Russia is
doing to us each and every day.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I would urge
my colleagues to vote ‘“‘no’ on the pre-
vious question so that we can bring up
the Dream Act so we can actually pro-
tect these wonderful people who have
been such great members of our com-
munity, who have been first respond-
ers, who have saved lives in the
aftermaths of hurricanes, who serve in
our military.

We have to stop holding them for
ransom. They are not hostages. We
ought to stop holding them for ransom
for a stupid wall that costs $25 billion.

When I think about $25 billion, I can
think of a lot of things to do with $25
billion that could help the people of
this country rather than building a ri-
diculous wall that someone could buy a
ladder to climb over or a shovel to dig
under.
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We have to do better, so vote ‘“‘no’ on
the previous question, vote ‘‘no’ on
this rule, and send a message to the
leadership of this House: Get back to
work and do your job. You are in
charge. It is your job to keep this gov-
ernment running. Work out a deal on
the budget cap. Fund everything. That
is your job.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair.

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.
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Mr. Speaker, some things are com-
plicated, but this one isn’t. Our col-
leagues, if they are so concerned about
the national security of this Nation,
there is a very easy thing for them to
do, and that is to vote for this Defense
Appropriations bill.

It is really important for us, as we
are having this debate, to remember
the facts; and the facts of the budget
negotiations are that it was the Demo-
crat leadership that walked away from
the table and stalled the negotiations.
It was the Democrat leadership, Mr.
Speaker, that shut down the govern-
ment.

So the Republicans, right now, un-
derstanding and recognizing how cru-
cial it is for us to get the Defense De-
partment out from under these dam-
aging continuing resolutions, to pro-
vide them with sufficient, secure fund-
ing, reliable funding, we are moving a
clean Defense Appropriations bill.

Our colleagues on the other side of
the aisle can yell all they want about
having us do our job, and, Mr. Speaker,
I appreciate that. Our job, our most
important job, our job that is crucial
and sacred above all others, is to pro-
vide funding and resources for the mili-
tary of this Nation. That is what this
bill does. That is why we are, today,
presented with an opportunity to do
the right thing.

With this bill, with a vote in support
of this rule, and a vote in support of
the underlying bill, we can begin to re-
verse the damage of the last 7 years.

It is time, Mr. Speaker, to stop with
these political games. It is time to stop
moving the goalposts. It is time to stop
holding defense spending hostage to il-
legal immigration issues, holding de-
fense spending hostage to increased do-
mestic spending. It is time to stop. Our
troops are on the front lines fighting
and dying for us, and our actions in
this body are putting them at greater
risk.

It is not, Mr. Speaker, as though we
can sit here and fail to act, and we are
just delaying. Our failure to act is put-
ting our men and women in uniform at
greater risk. Our failure to act is aid-
ing our adversaries.

I would urge my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle, frankly, to look
in the mirror and to recognize that
they are the ones right now who hold
the key, as do the Members of the
United States Senate, to making sure
that we get these resources to our men
and women in uniform.

I would say, once again, Mr. Speaker,
if we fail to do this, if we fail to do our
constitutional duty, nothing else we do
matters. There are no other individuals
in this Nation who are charged the way
we are with providing for the common
defense, and it is an individual duty
and obligation of every single one of
us.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to call to
mind the words spoken by Ronald
Reagan 35 years ago. As we engage in
the political theater that my colleague
on the other side of the aisle men-
tioned in this House, it needs to stop,
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and we need to remember what is im-
portant.

Ronald Reagan said: ‘It is up to us in
our time to choose, and choose wisely,
between the hard but necessary task of
preserving peace and freedom, and the
temptation to ignore our duty and
blindly hope for the best while the en-
emies of freedom grow stronger day by
day.”

Mr. Speaker, it is truly up to us. It is
an individual obligation on each Mem-
ber of this body. Therefore, I urge
adoption of both the rule and the Sen-
ate amendments to H.R. 695.

The material previously referred to
by Mr. MCGOVERN is as follows:

AN AMENDMENT TO H. RES. 714 OFFERED BY

MR. MCGOVERN

At the end of the resolution, add the fol-
lowing new sections:

SEC. 2. Immediately upon adoption of this
resolution the Speaker shall, pursuant to
clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the House
resolved into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 3440) to authorize the
cancellation of removal and adjustment of
status of certain individuals who are long-
term United States residents and who en-
tered the United States as children and for
other purposes. The first reading of the bill
shall be dispensed with. All points of order
against consideration of the bill are waived.
General debate shall be confined to the bill
and shall not exceed one hour equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on
the Judiciary. After general debate the bill
shall be considered for amendment under the
five-minute rule. All points of order against
provisions in the bill are waived. At the con-
clusion of consideration of the bill for
amendment the Committee shall rise and re-
port the bill to the House with such amend-
ments as may have been adopted. The pre-
vious question shall be considered as ordered
on the bill and amendments thereto to final
passage without intervening motion except
one motion to recommit with or without in-
structions. If the Committee of the Whole
rises and reports that it has come to no reso-
lution on the bill, then on the next legisla-
tive day the House shall, immediately after
the third daily order of business under clause
1 of rule XIV, resolve into the Committee of
the Whole for further consideration of the
bill.

SEC. 3. Clause 1(c) of rule XIX shall not
apply to the consideration of H.R. 3440.

THE VOTE ON THE PREVIOUS QUESTION: WHAT
IT REALLY MEANS

This vote, the vote on whether to order the
previous question on a special rule, is not
merely a procedural vote. A vote against or-
dering the previous question is a vote
against the Republican majority agenda and
a vote to allow the Democratic minority to
offer an alternative plan. It is a vote about
what the House should be debating.

Mr. Clarence Cannon’s Precedents of the
House of Representatives (VI, 308-311), de-
scribes the vote on the previous question on
the rule as ‘‘a motion to direct or control the
consideration of the subject before the House
being made by the Member in charge.”” To
defeat the previous question is to give the
opposition a chance to decide the subject be-
fore the House. Cannon cites the Speaker’s
ruling of January 13, 1920, to the effect that
“the refusal of the House to sustain the de-
mand for the previous question passes the
control of the resolution to the opposition”
in order to offer an amendment. On March

15, 1909, a member of the majority party of-
fered a rule resolution. The House defeated
the previous question and a member of the
opposition rose to a parliamentary inquiry,
asking who was entitled to recognition.
Speaker Joseph G. Cannon (R-Illinois) said:
“The previous question having been refused,
the gentleman from New York, Mr. Fitz-
gerald, who had asked the gentleman to
yield to him for an amendment, is entitled to
the first recognition.”

The Republican majority may say ‘‘the
vote on the previous question is simply a
vote on whether to proceed to an immediate
vote on adopting the resolution . . . [and]
has no substantive legislative or policy im-
plications whatsoever.”” But that is not what
they have always said. Listen to the Repub-
lican Leadership Manual on the Legislative
Process in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, (6th edition, page 135). Here’s
how the Republicans describe the previous
question vote in their own manual: ‘“Al-
though it is generally not possible to amend
the rule because the majority Member con-
trolling the time will not yield for the pur-
pose of offering an amendment, the same re-
sult may be achieved by voting down the pre-
vious question on the rule. ... When the
motion for the previous question is defeated,
control of the time passes to the Member
who led the opposition to ordering the pre-
vious question. That Member, because he
then controls the time, may offer an amend-
ment to the rule, or yield for the purpose of
amendment.”’

In Deschler’s Procedure in the U.S. House
of Representatives, the subchapter titled
“Amending Special Rules’ states: ‘‘a refusal
to order the previous question on such a rule
[a special rule reported from the Committee
on Rules] opens the resolution to amend-
ment and further debate.”” (Chapter 21, sec-
tion 21.2) Section 21.3 continues: ‘“Upon re-
jection of the motion for the previous ques-
tion on a resolution reported from the Com-
mittee on Rules, control shifts to the Mem-
ber leading the opposition to the previous
question, who may offer a proper amendment
or motion and who controls the time for de-
bate thereon.”

Clearly, the vote on the previous question
on a rule does have substantive policy impli-
cations. It is one of the only available tools
for those who oppose the Republican major-
ity’s agenda and allows those with alter-
native views the opportunity to offer an al-
ternative plan.

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time, and I
move the previous question on the res-
olution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on ordering the previous
question.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 9 of rule XX, the Chair
will reduce to 5 minutes the minimum
time for any electronic vote on the
question of adoption of the resolution.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 232, nays
187, not voting 11, as follows:

[Roll No. 47]
YEAS—232
Abraham Allen Amodei
Aderholt Amash Arrington
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Babin
Bacon
Banks (IN)
Barletta
Barr
Barton
Bergman
Biggs
Bilirakis
Bishop (MI)
Bishop (UT)
Black
Blackburn
Blum

Bost

Brady (TX)
Brat
Bridenstine
Brooks (AL)
Brooks (IN)
Buchanan
Buck
Bucshon
Budd
Burgess
Byrne
Calvert
Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Chabot
Cheney
Coffman
Cole
Collins (GA)
Collins (NY)
Comer
Comstock

Costello (PA)
Cramer
Crawford
Culberson
Curtis
Davidson
Davis, Rodney
Denham
Dent
DeSantis
DesJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Donovan
Duffy
Duncan (SC)
Duncan (TN)
Dunn
Emmer
Estes (KS)
Farenthold
Faso
Ferguson
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Flores
Fortenberry
Foxx
Frelinghuysen
Gaetz
Gallagher
Garrett
Gianforte
Gibbs
Gohmert
Goodlatte
Gosar
Gowdy

Adams
Aguilar
Barragan
Bass
Beatty
Bera
Beyer
Bishop (GA)
Blunt Rochester
Bonamici
Boyle, Brendan
F.
Brady (PA)
Brown (MD)
Brownley (CA)
Bustos
Butterfield
Capuano
Carbajal
Carson (IN)
Cartwright

Granger
Graves (GA)
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Griffith
Grothman
Guthrie
Handel
Harper
Harris
Hartzler
Hensarling
Herrera Beutler
Hice, Jody B.
Higgins (LA)
Hill
Holding
Hollingsworth
Hudson
Huizenga
Hultgren
Hunter
Hurd
Issa
Jenkins (KS)
Jenkins (WV)
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (OH)
Johnson, Sam
Jones
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Katko
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kinzinger
Knight
Kustoff (TN)
Labrador
LaHood
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Lance
Latta
Lewis (MN)
LoBiondo
Long
Loudermilk
Love
Lucas
MacArthur
Marchant
Marino
Marshall
Massie
Mast
McCarthy
McCaul
McHenry
McKinley
McMorris
Rodgers
McSally
Meadows
Meehan
Messer
Mitchell
Moolenaar
Mooney (WV)
Mullin
Newhouse
Noem
Norman
Nunes

NAYS—187

Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Chu, Judy
Cicilline
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Connolly
Cooper
Correa
Costa

Crist
Crowley
Cuellar
Davis (CA)
Dayvis, Danny
DeFazio
DeGette
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Olson
Palazzo
Palmer
Paulsen
Perry
Pittenger
Poe (TX)
Poliquin
Posey
Ratcliffe
Reed
Reichert
Renacci
Rice (SC)
Roby
Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rohrabacher
Rokita
Rooney, Francis
Rooney, Thomas
dJ.
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross
Rothfus
Rouzer
Royce (CA)
Russell
Rutherford
Sanford
Scalise
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Sensenbrenner
Sessions
Shimkus
Shuster
Simpson
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Smucker
Stefanik
Stewart
Stivers
Taylor
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tipton
Trott
Turner
Upton
Valadao
Wagner
Walberg
Walden
Walker
Walorski
Walters, Mimi
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Williams
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Woodall
Yoder
Yoho
Young (AK)
Young (IA)
Zeldin

Delaney

DeLauro

DelBene

Demings

DeSaulnier

Deutch

Dingell

Doggett

Doyle, Michael
F.

Ellison
Engel
Eshoo
Espaillat
Esty (CT)
Evans
Foster
Frankel (FL)
Fudge
Gabbard
Gallego
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Garamendi
Gomez
Gonzalez (TX)
Gottheimer
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Grijalva
Gutiérrez
Hanabusa
Hastings
Heck
Higgins (NY)
Himes
Hoyer
Huffman
Jackson Lee
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Kaptur
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Khanna
Kihuen
Kildee
Kilmer

Kind
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster (NH)
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Lawrence
Lawson (FL)
Lee

Levin

Lewis (GA)
Lieu, Ted
Lipinski
Loebsack
Lofgren
Lowenthal
Lowey

Blumenauer
Cardenas
Courtney
Cummings

Ms.

Lujan Grisham,
M.
Lujan, Ben Ray
Lynch
Maloney,
Carolyn B.
Maloney, Sean
Matsui
McCollum
McEachin
McGovern
McNerney
Meeks
Meng
Moore
Moulton
Murphy (FL)
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Nolan
Norcross
O’Halleran
O’Rourke
Pallone
Panetta
Pascrell
Payne
Pelosi
Perlmutter
Peters
Peterson
Pingree
Pocan
Polis
Price (NC)
Quigley
Raskin
Rice (NY)
Richmond
Rosen
Roybal-Allard
Ruiz
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Ruppersberger
Rush
Ryan (OH)
Sanchez
Sarbanes
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schneider
Schrader
Scott (VA)
Scott, David
Serrano
Sewell (AL)
Shea-Porter
Sherman
Sinema
Sires
Slaughter
Smith (WA)
Soto
Speier
Suozzi
Swalwell (CA)
Takano
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Titus
Tonko
Torres
Tsongas
Vargas
Veasey
Vela
Velazquez
Visclosky
Walz
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters, Maxine
Watson Coleman
Welch
Wilson (FL)
Yarmuth

NOT VOTING—I11

Curbelo (FL)
Johnson, E. B.
Kennedy
Luetkemeyer
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WILSON of Florida,

McClintock
Pearce
Tenney

Messrs.

GARAMENDI and WELCH changed
their vote from ‘‘yea’ to ‘‘nay.”

So the previous question was ordered.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speaker, had
| been present, | would have voted “yea” on
rollcall No. 045, “yea” on rollcall No. 046, and
“yea” on rollcall No. 047.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.

The

question is on the resolution.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

RECORDED VOTE

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I de-
mand a recorded vote.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This is a
5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 236, noes 183,
not voting 11, as follows:

Abraham
Aderholt
Allen
Amodei
Arrington
Babin
Bacon
Banks (IN)
Barletta
Barr
Barton
Bergman

[Roll No. 48]

AYES—236

Biggs
Bilirakis
Bishop (MI)
Bishop (UT)
Black
Blackburn
Blum

Bost

Brady (TX)
Brat
Bridenstine
Brooks (AL)

Brooks (IN)
Buchanan
Buck
Bucshon
Budd
Burgess
Byrne
Calvert
Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Chabot
Cheney

Coffman
Cole

Collins (GA)
Collins (NY)
Comer
Comstock
Conaway
Cook
Costello (PA)
Cramer
Crawford
Crist
Culberson
Curbelo (FL)
Curtis
Davidson
Dayvis, Rodney
Denham
Dent
DeSantis
DesJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Donovan
Duffy
Duncan (SC)
Duncan (TN)
Dunn
Emmer
Estes (KS)
Farenthold
Faso
Ferguson
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Flores
Fortenberry
Foxx
Frelinghuysen
Gaetz
Gallagher
Garrett
Gianforte
Gibbs
Gohmert
Goodlatte
Gosar
Gottheimer
Gowdy
Granger
Graves (GA)
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Griffith
Grothman
Guthrie
Handel
Harper
Harris
Hartzler
Hensarling
Herrera Beutler
Hice, Jody B.
Higgins (LA)
Hill

Holding
Hollingsworth
Hudson
Huizenga

Adams
Aguilar
Amash
Barragan
Bass
Beatty
Bera
Beyer
Bishop (GA)
Blunt Rochester
Bonamici
Boyle, Brendan
F.
Brady (PA)
Brown (MD)
Brownley (CA)
Bustos
Butterfield
Capuano
Carbajal
Carson (IN)
Cartwright
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Chu, Judy
Cicilline
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Clay

Hultgren
Hunter
Hurd
Issa
Jenkins (KS)
Jenkins (WV)
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (OH)
Johnson, Sam
Jones
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Katko
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kinzinger
Knight
Kustoff (TN)
Labrador
LaHood
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Lance
Latta
Lewis (MN)
LoBiondo
Long
Loudermilk
Love
Lucas
MacArthur
Marchant
Marino
Marshall
Mast
McCarthy
McCaul
McHenry
McKinley
McMorris
Rodgers
McSally
Meadows
Meehan
Messer
Mitchell
Moolenaar
Mooney (WV)
Mullin
Murphy (FL)
Newhouse
Noem
Norman
Nunes
Olson
Palazzo
Palmer
Paulsen
Perry
Pittenger
Poe (TX)
Poliquin
Posey
Ratcliffe
Reed
Reichert

NOES—183

Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Connolly
Cooper
Correa
Costa
Crowley
Cuellar
Davis (CA)
Davis, Danny
DeFazio
DeGette
Delaney
DeLauro
DelBene
Demings
DeSaulnier
Deutch
Dingell
Doggett
Doyle, Michael
F.
Ellison
Engel
Eshoo
Espaillat
Esty (CT)
Evans

Renacci
Rice (SC)
Roby
Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rohrabacher
Rokita
Rooney, Francis
Rooney, Thomas
J.
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross
Rothfus
Rouzer
Royce (CA)
Russell
Rutherford
Sanford
Scalise
Schneider
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Sensenbrenner
Sessions
Shimkus
Shuster
Simpson
Sinema
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Smucker
Stefanik
Stewart
Stivers
Taylor
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tipton
Trott
Turner
Upton
Valadao
Wagner
Walberg
Walden
Walker
Walorski
Walters, Mimi
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Williams
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Woodall
Yoder
Yoho
Young (AK)
Young (IA)
Zeldin

Foster
Frankel (FL)
Fudge
Gabbard
Gallego
Garamendi
Gomez
Gonzalez (TX)
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Grijalva
Gutiérrez
Hanabusa
Hastings
Heck
Higgins (NY)
Himes

Hoyer
Huffman
Jackson Lee
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Kaptur
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Khanna
Kihuen
Kildee
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Kilmer Moulton Schrader
Kind Nadler Scott (VA)
Krishnamoorthi Napolitano Scott, David
Kuster (NH) Neal Serrano
Langevin Nolan Sewell (AL)
Larsen (WA) Norcross Shea-Porter
Larson (CT) O’Halleran Sherman
Lawrence O’Rourke Sires
Lawson (FL) Pallone Slaughter
Lee‘ Panetta Smith (WA)
Levin Pascrell Soto
Lewis (GA) Payne Spei

N X peier
Lieu, Ted Pelosi S X

s . uozzi
Lipinski Perlmutter Swalwell (CA)
Loebsack Peters waw

Takano

Lofgren Peterson Thompson (CA)
Lowenthal Pingree
Lowey Pocan Thompson MS)
Lujan Grisham, Polis Titus

M. Price (NC) Tonko
Lujan, Ben Ray  Quigley Torres
Lynch Raskin Tsongas
Maloney, Rice (NY) Vargas

Carolyn B. Richmond Veasey
Maloney, Sean  Rosen Vela
Massie Roybal-Allard Velazquez
Matsui Ruiz Visclosky
McCollum Ruppersberger Walz
McEachin Rush Wasserman
McGovern Ryan (OH) Schultz
McNerney Sanchez Waters, Maxine
Meeks Sarbanes Watson Coleman
Meng Schakowsky Wilson (FL)
Moore Schiff Yarmuth

NOT VOTING—11
Blumenauer Johnson, E. B. Pearce
Cardenas Kennedy Tenney
Courtney Luetkemeyer Welch
Cummings MecClintock
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Mr. MARCHANT changed his vote
from ‘“‘no” to ‘“‘aye.”

So the resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated against:

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, had | been
present, | would have voted “nay” on rolicall
No. 48.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, | was unavoid-
ably detained. Had | been present, | would
have voted “yea” on rollcall No. 47 and “yea”
on rollcall No. 48.

————

PERMISSION FOR MEMBER TO BE
CONSIDERED AS FIRST SPONSOR
OF H.R. 1098

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that I may hereafter be
considered to be the first sponsor of
H.R. 1098, a bill originally introduced
by Representative TIBERI of Ohio, for
the purposes of adding cosponsors and
requesting reprintings pursuant to
clause 7 of rule XII.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

———

CHILD PROTECTION
IMPROVEMENTS ACT OF 2017

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MITCHELL). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentlewoman from Texas?
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There was no objection.

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to House Resolution 714, I call up
the bill (H.R. 695) to amend the Na-
tional Child Protection Act of 1993 to
establish a national criminal history
background check system and criminal
history review program for certain in-
dividuals who, related to their employ-
ment, have access to children, the el-
derly, or individuals with disabilities,
and for other purposes, with the Senate
amendments thereto, and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Clerk will designate the Senate amend-
ments.

Senate amendments:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Child Protec-
tion Improvements Act of 2017"°.

SEC. 2. NATIONAL CRIMINAL HISTORY BACK-
GROUND CHECK AND CRIMINAL HIS-
TORY REVIEW PROGRAM.

The National Child Protection Act of 1993 (34
U.S.C. 40101 et seq.) is amended—

(1) in section 3 (34 U.S.C. 40102)—

(4) by striking ‘‘provider’’ each place it ap-
pears and inserting ‘‘covered individual’’;

(B) by striking ‘“‘provider’s’’ each place it ap-
pears and inserting ‘‘covered individual’s’’;

(C) by amending subsection (a)(3) to read as
follows:

“(3)(A) The Attorney General shall establish a
program, in accordance with this section, to
provide qualified entities located in States that
do mot have in effect procedures described in
paragraph (1), or qualified entities located in
States that do mot prohibit the use of the pro-
gram established under this paragraph, with ac-
cess to mational criminal history background
checks on, and criminal history reviews of, cov-
ered individuals.

‘“‘(B) A qualified entity described in subpara-
graph (A) may submit to the appropriate des-
ignated entity a request for a national criminal
history background check on, and a criminal
history review of, a covered individual. Quali-
fied entities making a request under this para-
graph shall comply with the guidelines set forth
in subsection (b), and with any additional ap-
plicable procedures set forth by the Attorney
General or by the State in which the entity is lo-
cated.’’;

(D) in subsection (b)—

(i) in paragraph (1)(E), by striking “‘unsuper-
vised’’;

(ii) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting
the following:

“(2)(A) that the State, or in a State that does
not have in effect procedures described in sub-
section (a)(1), the designated entity, ensures
that—

““(i) each covered individual who is the subject
of a background check under subsection (a) is
entitled to obtain a copy of any background
check report;

‘“(ii) each covered individual who is the sub-
ject of a background check under subsection (a)
is provided a process by which the covered indi-
vidual may appeal the results of the background
check to challenge the accuracy or completeness
of the information contained in the background
report of the covered individual; and

“(iii)(I) each covered individual described in
clause (ii) is given notice of the opportunity to
appeal;

“(1I) each covered individual described in
clause (ii) will receive instructions on how to
complete the appeals process if the covered indi-
vidual wishes to challenge the accuracy or com-
pleteness of the information contained in the
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background report of the covered individual;
and

“(II1) the appeals process is completed in a
timely manner for each covered individual de-
scribed in clause (ii); and

‘“‘(B) the State, or in a State that does not
have in effect procedures described in subsection
(a)(1), the designated entity, may allow for a re-
view process—

“(i) through which the State or designated en-
tity, as the case may be, may determine that a
covered individual who is the subject of a back-
ground check under subsection (a) is disquali-
fied for a crime specified in subsection (f)(2)(C);
and

““(it) which shall be consistent with title VII of
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000e et
seq.);”’;

(iii) in paragraph (3), by inserting after “‘au-
thorized agency’ the following: ‘“‘or designated
entity, as applicable,”’; and

(iv) in paragraph (4), by inserting after “au-
thorized agency’ the following: ‘‘or designated
entity, as applicable,’’;

(E) in subsection (d), by inserting after ‘‘offi-
cer or employee thereof,”’ the following: ‘‘, nor
shall any designated entity nor any officer or
employee thereof,”’;

(F) by amending subsection (e) to read as fol-
lows:

““(e) FEES.—

‘(1) STATE PROGRAM.—In the case of a back-
ground check conducted pursuant to a State re-
quirement adopted after December 20, 1993, con-
ducted with fingerprints on a covered indi-
vidual, the fees collected by authorized State
agencies and the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion may not exceed the actual cost of the back-
ground check conducted with fingerprints.

““(2) FEDERAL PROGRAM.—In the case of a na-
tional criminal history background check and
criminal history review conducted pursuant to
the procedures established pursuant to sub-
section (a)(3), the fees collected by a designated
entity shall be set at a level that will ensure the
recovery of the full costs of providing all such
services. The designated entity shall remit the
appropriate portion of such fee to the Attorney
General, which amount is in accordance with
the amount published in the Federal Register to
be collected for the provision of a criminal his-
tory background check by the Federal Bureau
of Investigation.

““(3) ENSURING FEES DO NOT DISCOURAGE VOL-
UNTEERS.—A fee system under this subsection
shall be established in a manner that ensures
that fees to qualified entities for background
checks do not discourage volunteers from par-
ticipating in programs to care for children, the
elderly, or individuals with disabilities. A fee
charged to a qualified entity that is not orga-
nized under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 may not be less than the
total sum of the costs of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation and the designated entity.”’; and

(G) by inserting after subsection (e) the fol-
lowing:

“(f) NATIONAL CRIMINAL HISTORY BACK-
GROUND CHECK AND CRIMINAL HISTORY REVIEW
PROGRAM.—

‘(1) NATIONAL CRIMINAL HISTORY BACK-
GROUND CHECK.—Upon a designated entity re-
ceiving notice of a request submitted by a quali-
fied entity pursuant to subsection (a)(3), the
designated entity shall forward the request to
the Attorney General, who shall, acting through
the Director of the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion, complete a fingerprint-based check of the
national criminal history background check sys-
tem, and provide the information received in re-
sponse to such national criminal history back-
ground check to the appropriate designated en-
tity. The designated entity may, upon request
from a qualified entity, complete a check of a
State criminal history database.

““(2) CRIMINAL HISTORY REVIEW.—

‘“(A) DESIGNATED ENTITIES.—The Attorney
General shall designate, and enter into an
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agreement with, one or more entities to make de-
terminations described in paragraph (2). The At-
torney General may not designate and enter
into an agreement with a Federal agency under
this subparagraph.

‘““(B) DETERMINATIONS.—A designated entity
shall, upon the receipt of the information de-
scribed in paragraph (1), make a determination
of fitness described in subsection (b)(4), using
the criteria described in subparagraph (C).

“(C) CRIMINAL HISTORY REVIEW CRITERIA.—A
covered individual may be determined to be
unfit under subsection (b)(4) if the covered indi-
vidual—

““(i) refuses to conmsent to a criminal back-
ground check under this section;

“‘(ii) knowingly makes a materially false state-
ment in connection with a criminal background
check under this section;

‘“(iii) is registered, or is required to be reg-
istered, on a State sex offender registry or repos-
itory or the National Sex Offender Registry es-
tablished under the Adam Walsh Child Protec-
tion and Safety Act of 2006 (34 U.S.C. 20901 et
seq.);

“‘(iv) has been convicted of a felony consisting
of—

“(I) murder, as described in section 1111 of
title 18, United States Code;

‘““(1I) child abuse or neglect;

‘“(II1) a crime against children,
child pornography;

“(1V) spousal abuse;

“(V) a crime involving rape or sexual assault;

“(VI) kidnapping;

‘““(VII) arson;

‘““(VIII) physical assault or battery; or

‘“(IX) a drug-related offense committed during
the preceding 5 years;

‘“(v) has been convicted of a wviolent mis-
demeanor committed as an adult against a
child, including—

(1) child abuse;

“(II) child endangerment;

“(1I1) sexual assault; or

‘“(1IV) of a misdemeanor involving child por-
nography; or

“(vi) in the case of a covered individual who
has, seeks to have, or may have access to the el-
derly or individuals with disabilities, has been
convicted of any criminal offense relating to the
abuse, exploitation, or neglect (as those terms
are defined in section 2011 of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 13975)) of an elder or an indi-
vidual with disabilities.”’; and

(2) in section 5 (34 U.S.C. 40104)—

(A) by amending paragraph (9) to read as fol-
lows:

‘““(9) the term ‘covered individual’ means an
individual—

“(A) who has, seeks to have, or may have ac-
cess to children, the elderly, or individuals with
disabilities, served by a qualified entity; and

‘“(B) who—

‘“(i) is employed by or volunteers with, or
seeks to be employed by or volunteer with, a
qualified entity; or

““(ii) owns or operates, or seeks to own or op-
erate, a qualified entity;”’;

(B) in paragraph (10), by striking ‘“‘and’ at
the end;

(C) in paragraph (11), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘; and’’; and

(D) by inserting after paragraph (11) the fol-
lowing:

“(12) the term ‘designated entity’ means an
entity designated by the Attorney General under
section 3(f)(2)(A).”.

SEC. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Act and the amendments made by this
Act shall be fully implemented by not later than
1 year after the date of enactment of this Act.

Amend the title so as to read: ‘“‘A bill to
amend the National Child Protection Act of
1993 to establish a voluntary national crimi-
nal history background check system and
criminal history review program for certain

including
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individuals who, related to their employ-
ment, have access to children, the elderly, or
individuals with disabilities, and for other
purposes.”.

MOTION TO CONCUR

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I have a
motion at the desk.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Clerk will designate the motion.

The text of the motion is as follows:

Ms. Granger moves that the House concur
in the Senate amendment to the title of H.R.
695 and that the House concur in the Senate
amendment to the text of H.R. 695 with an
amendment consisting of the text of Rules
Committee Print 115-56.

The text of the House amendment to
the Senate amendment to the text is as
follows:

In lieu of the matter proposed to be in-
serted by the Senate, insert the following:

That the following sums are appropriated,
out of any money in the Treasury not other-
wise appropriated, for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2018, for military functions ad-
ministered by the Department of Defense
and for other purposes, namely:

TITLE I
MILITARY PERSONNEL
MILITARY PERSONNEL, ARMY

For pay, allowances, individual clothing,
subsistence, interest on deposits, gratuities,
permanent change of station travel (includ-
ing all expenses thereof for organizational
movements), and expenses of temporary duty
travel between permanent duty stations, for
members of the Army on active duty (except
members of reserve components provided for
elsewhere), cadets, and aviation cadets; for
members of the Reserve Officers’ Training
Corps; and for payments pursuant to section
156 of Public Law 97-377, as amended (42
U.S.C. 402 note), and to the Department of
Defense Military Retirement Fund,
$41,427,054,000.

MILITARY PERSONNEL, NAVY

For pay, allowances, individual clothing,
subsistence, interest on deposits, gratuities,
permanent change of station travel (includ-
ing all expenses thereof for organizational
movements), and expenses of temporary duty
travel between permanent duty stations, for
members of the Navy on active duty (except
members of the Reserve provided for else-
where), midshipmen, and aviation cadets; for
members of the Reserve Officers’ Training
Corps; and for payments pursuant to section
156 of Public Law 97-377, as amended (42
U.S.C. 402 note), and to the Department of
Defense Military Retirement Fund,
$28,707,918,000 (reduced by $2,000,000) (in-
creased by $2,000,000).

MILITARY PERSONNEL, MARINE CORPS

For pay, allowances, individual clothing,
subsistence, interest on deposits, gratuities,
permanent change of station travel (includ-
ing all expenses thereof for organizational
movements), and expenses of temporary duty
travel between permanent duty stations, for
members of the Marine Corps on active duty
(except members of the Reserve provided for
elsewhere); and for payments pursuant to
section 156 of Public Law 97-377, as amended
(42 U.S.C. 402 note), and to the Department of
Defense Military Retirement Fund,
$13,165,714,000.

MILITARY PERSONNEL, AIR FORCE

For pay, allowances, individual clothing,
subsistence, interest on deposits, gratuities,
permanent change of station travel (includ-
ing all expenses thereof for organizational
movements), and expenses of temporary duty
travel between permanent duty stations, for

The
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members of the Air Force on active duty (ex-
cept members of reserve components pro-
vided for elsewhere), cadets, and aviation ca-
dets; for members of the Reserve Officers’
Training Corps; and for payments pursuant
to section 156 of Public Law 97-377, as
amended (42 U.S.C. 402 note), and to the De-
partment of Defense Military Retirement
Fund, $28,738,320,000.
RESERVE PERSONNEL, ARMY

For pay, allowances, clothing, subsistence,
gratuities, travel, and related expenses for
personnel of the Army Reserve on active
duty under sections 10211, 10302, and 3038 of
title 10, United States Code, or while serving
on active duty under section 12301(d) of title
10, United States Code, in connection with
performing duty specified in section 12310(a)
of title 10, United States Code, or while un-
dergoing reserve training, or while per-
forming drills or equivalent duty or other
duty, and expenses authorized by section
16131 of title 10, United States Code; and for
payments to the Department of Defense Mili-
tary Retirement Fund, $4,721,128,000.

RESERVE PERSONNEL, NAVY

For pay, allowances, clothing, subsistence,
gratuities, travel, and related expenses for
personnel of the Navy Reserve on active duty
under section 10211 of title 10, United States
Code, or while serving on active duty under
section 12301(d) of title 10, United States
Code, in connection with performing duty
specified in section 12310(a) of title 10, United
States Code, or while undergoing reserve
training, or while performing drills or equiv-
alent duty, and expenses authorized by sec-
tion 16131 of title 10, United States Code; and
for payments to the Department of Defense
Military Retirement Fund, $1,987,662,000.

RESERVE PERSONNEL, MARINE CORPS

For pay, allowances, clothing, subsistence,
gratuities, travel, and related expenses for
personnel of the Marine Corps Reserve on ac-
tive duty under section 10211 of title 10,
United States Code, or while serving on ac-
tive duty under section 12301(d) of title 10,
United States Code, in connection with per-
forming duty specified in section 12310(a) of
title 10, United States Code, or while under-
going reserve training, or while performing
drills or equivalent duty, and for members of
the Marine Corps platoon leaders class, and
expenses authorized by section 16131 of title
10, United States Code; and for payments to
the Department of Defense Military Retire-
ment Fund, $762,793,000.

RESERVE PERSONNEL, AIR FORCE

For pay, allowances, clothing, subsistence,
gratuities, travel, and related expenses for
personnel of the Air Force Reserve on active
duty under sections 10211, 10305, and 8038 of
title 10, United States Code, or while serving
on active duty under section 12301(d) of title
10, United States Code, in connection with
performing duty specified in section 12310(a)
of title 10, United States Code, or while un-
dergoing reserve training, or while per-
forming drills or equivalent duty or other
duty, and expenses authorized by section
16131 of title 10, United States Code; and for
payments to the Department of Defense Mili-
tary Retirement Fund, $1,808,434,000.

NATIONAL GUARD PERSONNEL, ARMY

For pay, allowances, clothing, subsistence,
gratuities, travel, and related expenses for
personnel of the Army National Guard while
on duty under sections 10211, 10302, or 12402 of
title 10 or section 708 of title 32, United
States Code, or while serving on duty under
section 12301(d) of title 10 or section 502(f) of
title 32, United States Code, in connection
with performing duty specified in section
12310(a) of title 10, United States Code, or
while undergoing training, or while per-
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forming drills or equivalent duty or other
duty, and expenses authorized by section
16131 of title 10, United States Code; and for
payments to the Department of Defense Mili-
tary Retirement Fund, $8,252,426,000.
NATIONAL GUARD PERSONNEL, AIR FORCE

For pay, allowances, clothing, subsistence,
gratuities, travel, and related expenses for
personnel of the Air National Guard on duty
under sections 10211, 10305, or 12402 of title 10
or section 708 of title 32, United States Code,
or while serving on duty under section
12301(d) of title 10 or section 502(f) of title 32,
United States Code, in connection with per-
forming duty specified in section 12310(a) of
title 10, United States Code, or while under-
going training, or while performing drills or
equivalent duty or other duty, and expenses
authorized by section 16131 of title 10, United
States Code; and for payments to the Depart-
ment of Defense Military Retirement Fund,
$3,406,137,000.

TITLE II
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, ARMY

For expenses, not otherwise provided for,
necessary for the operation and maintenance
of the Army, as authorized by Ilaw,
$38,483,846,000 (reduced by $5,000,000) (reduced
by $5,600,000) (reduced by $6,000,000): Provided,
That not to exceed $12,478,000 can be used for
emergencies and extraordinary expenses, to
be expended on the approval or authority of
the Secretary of the Army, and payments
may be made on his certificate of necessity
for confidential military purposes.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, NAVY

For expenses, not otherwise provided for,
necessary for the operation and maintenance
of the Navy and the Marine Corps, as author-
ized by law, $45,980,133,000 (reduced by
$5698,000) (reduced by $7,000,000): Provided,
That not to exceed $15,055,000 can be used for
emergencies and extraordinary expenses, to
be expended on the approval or authority of
the Secretary of the Navy, and payments
may be made on his certificate of necessity
for confidential military purposes.
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, MARINE CORPS

For expenses, not otherwise provided for,
necessary for the operation and maintenance
of the Marine Corps, as authorized by law,
$6,885,884,000.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, AIR FORCE

For expenses, not otherwise provided for,
necessary for the operation and maintenance
of the Air Force, as authorized by law,
$38,592,745,000: Provided, That not to exceed
$7,699,000 can be used for emergencies and ex-
traordinary expenses, to be expended on the
approval or authority of the Secretary of the
Air Force, and payments may be made on his
certificate of necessity for confidential mili-
tary purposes.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, DEFENSE-WIDE
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For expenses, not otherwise provided for,
necessary for the operation and maintenance
of activities and agencies of the Department
of Defense (other than the military depart-
ments), as authorized by law, $33,771,769,000
(increased by  $5,000,000) (reduced by
$10,000,000) (reduced by $100,000) (increased by
$100,000) (reduced by $194,897,000) (increased
by $194,897,000) (reduced by $26,200,000) (re-
duced by $20,000,000) (reduced by $6,000,000)
(reduced by $4,000,000) (reduced by $20,000,000)
(reduced by $1,000,000) (reduced by $10,000,000)
(reduced by $2,500,000) (reduced by $2,000,000)
(reduced by $8,000,000) (reduced by $6,250,000)
(reduced by $10,000,000) (reduced by
$10,000,000) (reduced by $30,000,000) (reduced
by $34,734,000) (reduced by $60,000,000): Pro-
vided, That not more than $15,000,000 may be
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used for the Combatant Commander Initia-
tive Fund authorized under section 166a of
title 10, United States Code: Provided further,
That not to exceed $36,000,000 can be used for
emergencies and extraordinary expenses, to
be expended on the approval or authority of
the Secretary of Defense, and payments may
be made on his certificate of necessity for
confidential military purposes: Provided fur-
ther, That of the funds provided under this
heading, not less than $38,458,000 shall be
made available for the Procurement Tech-
nical Assistance Cooperative Agreement
Program, of which not less than $3,600,000
shall be available for centers defined in 10
U.S.C. 2411(1)(D): Provided further, That none
of the funds appropriated or otherwise made
available by this Act may be used to plan or
implement the consolidation of a budget or
appropriations liaison office of the Office of
the Secretary of Defense, the office of the
Secretary of a military department, or the
service headquarters of one of the Armed
Forces into a legislative affairs or legislative
liaison office: Provided further, That
$9,385,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, is available only for expenses relat-
ing to certain classified activities, and may
be transferred as necessary by the Secretary
of Defense to operation and maintenance ap-
propriations or research, development, test
and evaluation appropriations, to be merged
with and to be available for the same time
period as the appropriations to which trans-
ferred: Provided further, That any ceiling on
the investment item unit cost of items that
may be purchased with operation and main-
tenance funds shall not apply to the funds
described in the preceding proviso: Provided
further, That of the funds provided under this
heading, $415,000,000, of which $100,000,000 to
remain available until September 30, 2019,
shall be available to provide support and as-
sistance to foreign security forces or other
groups or individuals to conduct, support or
facilitate counterterrorism, crisis response,
or other Department of Defense security co-
operation programs: Provided further, That
the transfer authority provided under this
heading is in addition to any other transfer
authority provided elsewhere in this Act.
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, ARMY
RESERVE
For expenses, not otherwise provided for,
necessary for the operation and mainte-
nance, including training, organization, and
administration, of the Army Reserve; repair
of facilities and equipment; hire of passenger
motor vehicles; travel and transportation;
care of the dead; recruiting; procurement of
services, supplies, and equipment; and com-
munications, $2,870,163,000.
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, NAVY RESERVE
For expenses, not otherwise provided for,
necessary for the operation and mainte-
nance, including training, organization, and
administration, of the Navy Reserve; repair
of facilities and equipment; hire of passenger
motor vehicles; travel and transportation;
care of the dead; recruiting; procurement of
services, supplies, and equipment; and com-
munications, $1,038,507,000.
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, MARINE CORPS
RESERVE
For expenses, not otherwise provided for,
necessary for the operation and mainte-
nance, including training, organization, and
administration, of the Marine Corps Reserve;
repair of facilities and equipment; hire of
passenger motor vehicles; travel and trans-
portation; care of the dead; recruiting; pro-
curement of services, supplies, and equip-
ment; and communications, $282,337,000.
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, AIR FORCE
RESERVE
For expenses, not otherwise provided for,
necessary for the operation and mainte-
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nance, including training, organization, and
administration, of the Air Force Reserve; re-
pair of facilities and equipment; hire of pas-
senger motor vehicles; travel and transpor-
tation; care of the dead; recruiting; procure-
ment of services, supplies, and equipment;
and communications, $3,233,745,000.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, ARMY
NATIONAL GUARD

For expenses of training, organizing, and
administering the Army National Guard, in-
cluding medical and hospital treatment and
related expenses in non-Federal hospitals;
maintenance, operation, and repairs to
structures and facilities; hire of passenger
motor vehicles; personnel services in the Na-
tional Guard Bureau; travel expenses (other
than mileage), as authorized by law for
Army personnel on active duty, for Army
National Guard division, regimental, and
battalion commanders while inspecting units
in compliance with National Guard Bureau
regulations when specifically authorized by
the Chief, National Guard Bureau; supplying
and equipping the Army National Guard as
authorized by law; and expenses of repair,
modification, maintenance, and issue of sup-
plies and equipment (including aircraft),
$7,275,820,000.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, AIR NATIONAL
GUARD

For expenses of training, organizing, and
administering the Air National Guard, in-
cluding medical and hospital treatment and
related expenses in non-Federal hospitals;
maintenance, operation, and repairs to
structures and facilities; transportation of
things, hire of passenger motor vehicles; sup-
plying and equipping the Air National
Guard, as authorized by law; expenses for re-
pair, modification, maintenance, and issue of
supplies and equipment, including those fur-
nished from stocks under the control of
agencies of the Department of Defense; trav-
el expenses (other than mileage) on the same
basis as authorized by law for Air National
Guard personnel on active Federal duty, for
Air National Guard commanders while in-
specting units in compliance with National
Guard Bureau regulations when specifically
authorized by the Chief, National Guard Bu-
reau, $6,735,930,000.

UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE
ARMED FORCES

For salaries and expenses necessary for the
United States Court of Appeals for the
Armed Forces, $14,538,000, of which not to ex-
ceed $5,000 may be used for official represen-
tation purposes.

ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION, ARMY
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For the Department of the Army,
$215,809,000, to remain available until trans-
ferred: Provided, That the Secretary of the
Army shall, upon determining that such
funds are required for environmental res-
toration, reduction and recycling of haz-
ardous waste, removal of unsafe buildings
and debris of the Department of the Army,
or for similar purposes, transfer the funds
made available by this appropriation to
other appropriations made available to the
Department of the Army, to be merged with
and to be available for the same purposes
and for the same time period as the appro-
priations to which transferred: Provided fur-
ther, That upon a determination that all or
part of the funds transferred from this appro-
priation are not necessary for the purposes
provided herein, such amounts may be trans-
ferred back to this appropriation: Provided
further, That the transfer authority provided
under this heading is in addition to any
other transfer authority provided elsewhere
in this Act.
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ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION, NAVY
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For the Department of the Navy,
$288,915,000 (increased by $34,734,000) (in-
creased by $30,000,000), to remain available
until transferred: Provided, That the Sec-
retary of the Navy shall, upon determining
that such funds are required for environ-
mental restoration, reduction and recycling
of hazardous waste, removal of unsafe build-
ings and debris of the Department of the
Navy, or for similar purposes, transfer the
funds made available by this appropriation
to other appropriations made available to
the Department of the Navy, to be merged
with and to be available for the same pur-
poses and for the same time period as the ap-
propriations to which transferred: Provided
further, That upon a determination that all
or part of the funds transferred from this ap-
propriation are not necessary for the pur-
poses provided herein, such amounts may be
transferred back to this appropriation: Pro-
vided further, That the transfer authority
provided under this heading is in addition to
any other transfer authority provided else-
where in this Act.

ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION, AIR FORCE

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For the Department of the Air Force,
$308,749,000 (increased by $30,000,000), to re-
main available until transferred: Provided,
That the Secretary of the Air Force shall,
upon determining that such funds are re-
quired for environmental restoration, reduc-
tion and recycling of hazardous waste, re-
moval of unsafe buildings and debris of the
Department of the Air Force, or for similar
purposes, transfer the funds made available
by this appropriation to other appropriations
made available to the Department of the Air
Force, to be merged with and to be available
for the same purposes and for the same time
period as the appropriations to which trans-
ferred: Provided further, That upon a deter-
mination that all or part of the funds trans-
ferred from this appropriation are not nec-
essary for the purposes provided herein, such
amounts may be transferred back to this ap-
propriation: Provided further, That the trans-
fer authority provided under this heading is
in addition to any other transfer authority
provided elsewhere in this Act.
ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION, DEFENSE-WIDE

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For the Department of Defense, $9,002,000
(increased by $10,000,000), to remain available
until transferred: Provided, That the Sec-
retary of Defense shall, upon determining
that such funds are required for environ-
mental restoration, reduction and recycling
of hazardous waste, removal of unsafe build-
ings and debris of the Department of De-
fense, or for similar purposes, transfer the
funds made available by this appropriation
to other appropriations made available to
the Department of Defense, to be merged
with and to be available for the same pur-
poses and for the same time period as the ap-
propriations to which transferred: Provided
further, That upon a determination that all
or part of the funds transferred from this ap-
propriation are not necessary for the pur-
poses provided herein, such amounts may be
transferred back to this appropriation: Pro-
vided further, That the transfer authority
provided under this heading is in addition to
any other transfer authority provided else-
where in this Act.

ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION, FORMERLY

USED DEFENSE SITES

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For the Department of the Army,
$233,673,000, to remain available until trans-
ferred: Provided, That the Secretary of the
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Army shall, upon determining that such
funds are required for environmental res-
toration, reduction and recycling of haz-
ardous waste, removal of unsafe buildings
and debris at sites formerly used by the De-
partment of Defense, transfer the funds made
available by this appropriation to other ap-
propriations made available to the Depart-
ment of the Army, to be merged with and to
be available for the same purposes and for
the same time period as the appropriations
to which transferred: Provided further, That
upon a determination that all or part of the
funds transferred from this appropriation are
not necessary for the purposes provided here-
in, such amounts may be transferred back to
this appropriation: Provided further, That the
transfer authority provided under this head-
ing is in addition to any other transfer au-
thority provided elsewhere in this Act.

OVERSEAS HUMANITARIAN, DISASTER, AND

C1vic AID

For expenses relating to the Overseas Hu-
manitarian, Disaster, and Civic Aid pro-
grams of the Department of Defense (con-
sisting of the programs provided under sec-
tions 401, 402, 404, 407, 2557, and 2561 of title
10, United States Code), $107,900,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2018.

COOPERATIVE THREAT REDUCTION ACCOUNT

For assistance, including assistance pro-
vided by contract or by grants, under pro-
grams and activities of the Department of
Defense Cooperative Threat Reduction Pro-
gram authorized under the Department of
Defense Cooperative Threat Reduction Act,
$324,600,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2019.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, NATIONAL
DEFENSE RESTORATION FUND
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

In addition to amounts provided elsewhere
in this Act, there is appropriated
$5,000,000,000, for the ‘“‘Operation and Mainte-
nance, National Defense Restoration Fund’’:
Provided, That such funds provided under
this heading shall only be available for pro-
grams, projects and activities necessary to
implement the 2018 National Defense Strat-
egy: Provided further, That such funds shall
not be available for transfer until 30 days
after the Secretary has submitted, and the
congressional defense committees have ap-
proved, the proposed allocation plan for the
use of such funds to implement such strat-
egy: Provided further, That such allocation
plan shall include a detailed justification for
the use of such funds and a description of
how such investments are necessary to im-
plement the strategy: Provided further, That
the Secretary of Defense may transfer these
funds only to operation and maintenance ac-
counts: Provided further, That the funds
transferred shall be merged with and shall be
available for the same purposes and for the
same time period, as the appropriation to
which transferred: Provided further, That
none of the funds made available under this
heading may be transferred to any program,
project, or activity specifically limited or
denied by this Act: Provided further, That the
transfer authority provided under this head-
ing is in addition to any other transfer au-
thority available to the Department of De-
fense.

TITLE III
PROCUREMENT
AIRCRAFT PROCUREMENT, ARMY

For construction, procurement, produc-
tion, modification, and modernization of air-
craft, equipment, including ordnance, ground
handling equipment, spare parts, and acces-
sories therefor; specialized equipment and
training devices; expansion of public and pri-
vate plants, including the land necessary
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therefor, for the foregoing purposes, and
such lands and interests therein, may be ac-
quired, and construction prosecuted thereon
prior to approval of title; and procurement
and installation of equipment, appliances,
and machine tools in public and private
plants; reserve plant and Government and
contractor-owned equipment layaway; and
other expenses necessary for the foregoing
purposes, $4,456,533,000, to remain available
for obligation until September 30, 2020.
MISSILE PROCUREMENT, ARMY

For construction, procurement, produc-
tion, modification, and modernization of
missiles, equipment, including ordnance,
ground handling equipment, spare parts, and
accessories therefor; specialized equipment
and training devices; expansion of public and
private plants, including the land necessary
therefor, for the foregoing purposes, and
such lands and interests therein, may be ac-
quired, and construction prosecuted thereon
prior to approval of title; and procurement
and installation of equipment, appliances,
and machine tools in public and private
plants; reserve plant and Government and
contractor-owned equipment layaway; and
other expenses necessary for the foregoing
purposes, $2,581,600,000, to remain available
for obligation until September 30, 2020.

PROCUREMENT OF WEAPONS AND TRACKED

COMBAT VEHICLES, ARMY

For construction, procurement, produc-
tion, and modification of weapons and
tracked combat vehicles, equipment, includ-
ing ordnance, spare parts, and accessories
therefor; specialized equipment and training
devices; expansion of public and private
plants, including the land necessary there-
for, for the foregoing purposes, and such
lands and interests therein, may be acquired,
and construction prosecuted thereon prior to
approval of title; and procurement and in-
stallation of equipment, appliances, and ma-
chine tools in public and private plants; re-
serve plant and Government and contractor-
owned equipment layaway; and other ex-
penses necessary for the foregoing purposes,
$3,556,175,000, to remain available for obliga-
tion until September 30, 2020.

PROCUREMENT OF AMMUNITION, ARMY

For construction, procurement, produc-
tion, and modification of ammunition, and
accessories therefor; specialized equipment
and training devices; expansion of public and
private plants, including ammunition facili-
ties, authorized by section 2854 of title 10,
United States Code, and the land necessary
therefor, for the foregoing purposes, and
such lands and interests therein, may be ac-
quired, and construction prosecuted thereon
prior to approval of title; and procurement
and installation of equipment, appliances,
and machine tools in public and private
plants; reserve plant and Government and
contractor-owned equipment layaway; and
other expenses necessary for the foregoing
purposes, $1,811,808,000, to remain available
for obligation until September 30, 2020.

OTHER PROCUREMENT, ARMY

For construction, procurement, produc-
tion, and modification of vehicles, including
tactical, support, and non-tracked combat
vehicles; the purchase of passenger motor ve-
hicles for replacement only; communications
and electronic equipment; other support
equipment; spare parts, ordnance, and acces-
sories therefor; specialized equipment and
training devices; expansion of public and pri-
vate plants, including the land necessary
therefor, for the foregoing purposes, and
such lands and interests therein, may be ac-
quired, and construction prosecuted thereon
prior to approval of title; and procurement
and installation of equipment, appliances,
and machine tools in public and private
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plants; reserve plant and Government and
contractor-owned equipment layaway; and
other expenses necessary for the foregoing
purposes, $6,356,044,000 (increased by
$30,000,000), to remain available for obliga-
tion until September 30, 2020.
AIRCRAFT PROCUREMENT, NAVY

For construction, procurement, produc-
tion, modification, and modernization of air-
craft, equipment, including ordnance, spare
parts, and accessories therefor; specialized
equipment; expansion of public and private
plants, including the land necessary there-
for, and such lands and interests therein,
may be acquired, and construction pros-
ecuted thereon prior to approval of title; and
procurement and installation of equipment,
appliances, and machine tools in public and
private plants; reserve plant and Govern-
ment and contractor-owned equipment lay-
away, $17,908,270,000, to remain available for
obligation until September 30, 2020.

WEAPONS PROCUREMENT, NAVY

For construction, procurement, produc-
tion, modification, and modernization of
missiles, torpedoes, other weapons, and re-
lated support equipment including spare
parts, and accessories therefor; expansion of
public and private plants, including the land
necessary therefor, and such lands and inter-
ests therein, may be acquired, and construc-
tion prosecuted thereon prior to approval of
title; and procurement and installation of
equipment, appliances, and machine tools in
public and private plants; reserve plant and
Government and contractor-owned equip-
ment layaway, $3,387,826,000 (increased by
$26,200,000), to remain available for obliga-
tion until September 30, 2020.

PROCUREMENT OF AMMUNITION, NAVY AND

MARINE CORPS

For construction, procurement, produc-
tion, and modification of ammunition, and
accessories therefor; specialized equipment
and training devices; expansion of public and
private plants, including ammunition facili-
ties, authorized by section 2854 of title 10,
United States Code, and the land necessary
therefor, for the foregoing purposes, and
such lands and interests therein, may be ac-
quired, and construction prosecuted thereon
prior to approval of title; and procurement
and installation of equipment, appliances,
and machine tools in public and private
plants; reserve plant and Government and
contractor-owned equipment layaway; and
other expenses necessary for the foregoing
purposes, $735,6561,000, to remain available for
obligation until September 30, 2020.

SHIPBUILDING AND CONVERSION, NAVY

For expenses necessary for the construc-
tion, acquisition, or conversion of vessels as
authorized by law, including armor and ar-
mament thereof, plant equipment, appli-
ances, and machine tools and installation
thereof in public and private plants; reserve
plant and Government and contractor-owned
equipment layaway; procurement of critical,
long lead time components and designs for
vessels to be constructed or converted in the
future; and expansion of public and private
plants, including land necessary therefor,
and such lands and interests therein, may be
acquired, and construction prosecuted there-
on prior to approval of title, as follows:

Ohio Replacement Submarine (AP),
$842,853,000;

Carrier Replacement Program,
$1,869,646,000;

Carrier Replacement Program (AP),

$2,561,058,000;
Virginia Class Submarine, $3,305,315,000;
Virginia Class Submarine (AP),
$1,920,596,000;
CVN Refueling Overhauls, $1,569,669,000;
CVN Refueling Overhauls (AP), $75,897,000;
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DDG-1000 Program, $164,976,000;
DDG-51 Destroyer, $3,499,079,000;
DDG-51 Destroyer (AP), $90,336,000;
Littoral Combat Ship, $1,566,971,000;
Expeditionary Sea Base, $635,000,000;
LHA Replacement, $1,695,077,000;
TAO Fleet Oiler, $449,415,000;

TAO Fleet Oiler (AP), $75,068,000;

Ship to Shore Connector, $390,554,000;

Service Craft, $23,994,000;

Towing, Salvage, and Rescue
$76,204,000;

LCU 1700, $31,850,000;

For outfitting, post delivery, conversions,
and first destination transportation,
$542,626,000; and

Completion of Prior Year Shipbuilding
Programs, $117,542,000.

In all: $21,503,726,000, to remain available
for obligation until September 30, 2022: Pro-
vided, That additional obligations may be in-
curred after September 30, 2022, for engineer-
ing services, tests, evaluations, and other
such budgeted work that must be performed
in the final stage of ship construction: Pro-
vided further, That none of the funds provided
under this heading for the construction or
conversion of any naval vessel to be con-
structed in shipyards in the United States
shall be expended in foreign facilities for the
construction of major components of such
vessel: Provided further, That none of the
funds provided under this heading shall be
used for the construction of any naval vessel
in foreign shipyards: Provided further, That
funds appropriated or otherwise made avail-
able by this Act for production of the com-
mon missile compartment of nuclear-pow-
ered vessels may be available for multiyear
procurement of critical components to sup-
port continuous production of such compart-
ments only in accordance with the provi-
sions of subsection (i) of section 2218a of title
10, United States Code (as added by section
1023 of the National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law 114-
328)).

Ship,

OTHER PROCUREMENT, NAVY

For procurement, production, and mod-
ernization of support equipment and mate-
rials not otherwise provided for, Navy ord-
nance (except ordnance for new aircraft, new
ships, and ships authorized for conversion);
the purchase of passenger motor vehicles for
replacement only; expansion of public and
private plants, including the land necessary
therefor, and such lands and interests there-
in, may be acquired, and construction pros-
ecuted thereon prior to approval of title; and
procurement and installation of equipment,
appliances, and machine tools in public and
private plants; reserve plant and Govern-
ment and contractor-owned equipment lay-
away, $7,852,952,000, to remain available for
obligation until September 30, 2020.

PROCUREMENT, MARINE CORPS

For expenses necessary for the procure-
ment, manufacture, and modification of mis-
siles, armament, military equipment, spare
parts, and accessories therefor; plant equip-
ment, appliances, and machine tools, and in-
stallation thereof in public and private
plants; reserve plant and Government and
contractor-owned equipment layaway; vehi-
cles for the Marine Corps, including the pur-
chase of passenger motor vehicles for re-
placement only; and expansion of public and
private plants, including land necessary
therefor, and such lands and interests there-
in, may be acquired, and construction pros-
ecuted thereon prior to approval of title,
$1,818,846,000 (increased by $20,000,000), to re-
main available for obligation until Sep-
tember 30, 2020.

AIRCRAFT PROCUREMENT, AIR FORCE

For construction, procurement, and modi-

fication of aircraft and equipment, including
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armor and armament, specialized ground
handling equipment, and training devices,
spare parts, and accessories therefor; special-
ized equipment; expansion of public and pri-
vate plants, Government-owned equipment
and installation thereof in such plants, erec-
tion of structures, and acquisition of land,
for the foregoing purposes, and such lands
and interests therein, may be acquired, and
construction prosecuted thereon prior to ap-
proval of title; reserve plant and Govern-
ment and contractor-owned equipment lay-
away; and other expenses necessary for the
foregoing purposes including rents and trans-
portation of things, $16,553,196,000 (increased
by $16,000,000), to remain available for obliga-
tion until September 30, 2020.
MISSILE PROCUREMENT, AIR FORCE
For construction, procurement, and modi-
fication of missiles, rockets, and related
equipment, including spare parts and acces-
sories therefor; ground handling equipment,
and training devices; expansion of public and
private plants, Government-owned equip-
ment and installation thereof in such plants,
erection of structures, and acquisition of
land, for the foregoing purposes, and such
lands and interests therein, may be acquired,
and construction prosecuted thereon prior to
approval of title; reserve plant and Govern-
ment and contractor-owned equipment lay-
away; and other expenses necessary for the
foregoing purposes including rents and trans-
portation of things, $2,203,101,000, to remain
available for obligation until September 30,
2020.
SPACE PROCUREMENT, AIR FORCE
For construction, procurement, and modi-
fication of spacecraft, rockets, and related
equipment, including spare parts and acces-
sories therefor; ground handling equipment,
and training devices; expansion of public and
private plants, Government-owned equip-
ment and installation thereof in such plants,
erection of structures, and acquisition of
land, for the foregoing purposes, and such
lands and interests therein, may be acquired,
and construction prosecuted thereon prior to
approval of title; reserve plant and Govern-
ment and contractor-owned equipment lay-
away; and other expenses necessary for the
foregoing purposes including rents and trans-
portation of things, $3,210,355,000, to remain
available for obligation until September 30,
2020.
PROCUREMENT OF AMMUNITION, AIR FORCE
For construction, procurement, produc-
tion, and modification of ammunition, and
accessories therefor; specialized equipment
and training devices; expansion of public and
private plants, including ammunition facili-
ties, authorized by section 2854 of title 10,
United States Code, and the land necessary
therefor, for the foregoing purposes, and
such lands and interests therein, may be ac-
quired, and construction prosecuted thereon
prior to approval of title; and procurement
and installation of equipment, appliances,
and machine tools in public and private
plants; reserve plant and Government and
contractor-owned equipment layaway; and
other expenses necessary for the foregoing
purposes, $1,316,977,000, to remain available
for obligation until September 30, 2020.
OTHER PROCUREMENT, AIR FORCE
For procurement and modification of
equipment (including ground guidance and
electronic control equipment, and ground
electronic and communication equipment),
and supplies, materials, and spare parts
therefor, not otherwise provided for; the pur-
chase of passenger motor vehicles for re-
placement only; lease of passenger motor ve-
hicles; and expansion of public and private
plants, Government-owned equipment and
installation thereof in such plants, erection
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of structures, and acquisition of land, for the
foregoing purposes, and such lands and inter-
ests therein, may be acquired, and construc-
tion prosecuted thereon, prior to approval of
title; reserve plant and Government and con-
tractor-owned equipment layaway,
$19,318,814,000, to remain available for obliga-
tion until September 30, 2020.
PROCUREMENT, DEFENSE-WIDE

For expenses of activities and agencies of
the Department of Defense (other than the
military departments) necessary for procure-
ment, production, and modification of equip-
ment, supplies, materials, and spare parts
therefor, not otherwise provided for; the pur-
chase of passenger motor vehicles for re-
placement only; expansion of public and pri-
vate plants, equipment, and installation
thereof in such plants, erection of struc-
tures, and acquisition of land for the fore-
going purposes, and such lands and interests
therein, may be acquired, and construction
prosecuted thereon prior to approval of title;
reserve plant and Government and con-
tractor-owned equipment layaway,
$5,239,239,000 (reduced by $10,000,000), to re-
main available for obligation until Sep-
tember 30, 2020.

DEFENSE PRODUCTION ACT PURCHASES

For activities by the Department of De-
fense pursuant to sections 108, 301, 302, and
303 of the Defense Production Act of 1950 (50
U.S.C. 4518, 4531, 4532, and 4533), $67,401,000, to
remain available until expended.

PROCUREMENT, NATIONAL DEFENSE
RESTORATION FUND
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

In addition to amounts provided elsewhere
in this Act, there is appropriated
$12,622,931,000, for the ‘‘Procurement, Na-
tional Defense Restoration Fund’’: Provided,
That such funds provided under this heading
shall only be available for programs, projects
and activities necessary to implement the
2018 National Defense Strategy: Provided fur-
ther, That such funds shall not be available
for transfer until 30 days after the Secretary
has submitted, and the congressional defense
committees have approved, the proposed al-
location plan for the use of such funds to im-
plement such strategy: Provided further, That
such allocation plan shall include a detailed
justification for the use of such funds and a
description of how such investments are nec-
essary to implement the strategy: Provided
further, That the Secretary of Defense may
transfer these funds only to procurement ac-
counts: Provided further, That the funds
transferred shall be merged with and shall be
available for the same purposes and for the
same time period, as the appropriation to
which transferred: Provided further, That
none of the funds made available under this
heading may be transferred to any program,
project, or activity specifically limited or
denied by this Act, except for missile defense
requirements resulting from urgent or emer-
gent operational needs: Provided further,
That the transfer authority provided under
this heading is in addition to any other
transfer authority available to the Depart-
ment of Defense.

TITLE IV
RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST AND
EVALUATION
RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST AND
EVALUATION, ARMY

For expenses necessary for basic and ap-
plied scientific research, development, test
and evaluation, including maintenance, re-
habilitation, lease, and operation of facili-
ties and equipment, $9,674,222,000 (increased
by $6,000,000) (increased by $4,000,000) (in-
creased by  $12,000,000) (increased by
$5,000,000), to remain available for obligation
until September 30, 2019.
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RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST AND
EVALUATION, NAVY

For expenses necessary for basic and ap-
plied scientific research, development, test
and evaluation, including maintenance, re-
habilitation, lease, and operation of facili-
ties and equipment, $17,196,521,000 (increased
by $5698,000) (increased by $20,000,000) (reduced
by $2,500,000) (increased by $24,000,000), to re-
main available for obligation until Sep-
tember 30, 2019: Provided, That funds appro-
priated in this paragraph which are available
for the V-22 may be used to meet unique
operational requirements of the Special Op-
erations Forces.

RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST AND
EVALUATION, AIR FORCE

For expenses necessary for basic and ap-
plied scientific research, development, test
and evaluation, including maintenance, re-
habilitation, lease, and operation of facili-
ties and equipment, $33,874,980,000 (increased
by $5,000,000) (increased by $6,000,000) (in-
creased by $10,000,000) (reduced by $30,000,000)
(increased by $30,000,000), to remain available
for obligation until September 30, 2019.

RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST AND
EVALUATION, DEFENSE-WIDE

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For expenses of activities and agencies of
the Department of Defense (other than the
military departments), necessary for basic
and applied scientific research, development,
test and evaluation; advanced research
projects as may be designated and deter-
mined by the Secretary of Defense, pursuant
to law; maintenance, rehabilitation, lease,
and operation of facilities and equipment,
$20,698,353,000 (reduced by $16,000,000) (re-
duced by $12,000,000) (reduced by $2,500,000)
(reduced by $12,500,000) (increased by
$20,000,000) (reduced by $20,000,000) (reduced
by $4,135,000) (increased by $4,135,000) (re-
duced by $27,500,000) (increased by
$10,000,000), to remain available for obliga-
tion until September 30, 2019: Provided, That,
of the funds made available in this para-
graph, $250,000,000 for the Defense Rapid In-
novation Program shall only be available for
expenses, not otherwise provided for, to in-
clude program management and oversight,
to conduct research, development, test and
evaluation to include proof of concept dem-
onstration; engineering, testing, and valida-
tion; and transition to full-scale production:
Provided further, That the Secretary of De-
fense may transfer funds provided herein for
the Defense Rapid Innovation Program to
appropriations for research, development,
test and evaluation to accomplish the pur-
pose provided herein: Provided further, That
this transfer authority is in addition to any
other transfer authority available to the De-
partment of Defense: Provided further, That
the Secretary of Defense shall, not fewer
than 30 days prior to making transfers from
this appropriation, notify the congressional
defense committees in writing of the details
of any such transfer.

OPERATIONAL TEST AND EVALUATION,
DEFENSE

For expenses, not otherwise provided for,
necessary for the independent activities of
the Director, Operational Test and Evalua-
tion, in the direction and supervision of
operational test and evaluation, including
initial operational test and evaluation which
is conducted prior to, and in support of, pro-
duction decisions; joint operational testing
and evaluation; and administrative expenses
in connection therewith, $210,900,000, to re-
main available for obligation until Sep-
tember 30, 2019.
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RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST AND EVALUA-
TION, NATIONAL DEFENSE RESTORATION
FUND

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

In addition to amounts provided elsewhere
in this Act, there 1is appropriated
$1,000,000,000, for the ‘‘Research, Develop-
ment, Test and Evaluation, National Defense
Restoration Fund’: Provided, That such
funds provided under this heading shall only
be available for programs, projects and ac-
tivities necessary to implement the 2018 Na-
tional Defense Strategy: Provided further,
That such funds shall not be available for
transfer until 30 days after the Secretary has
submitted, and the congressional defense
committees have approved, the proposed al-
location plan for the use of such funds to im-
plement such strategy: Provided further, That
such allocation plan shall include a detailed
justification for the use of such funds and a
description of how such investments are nec-
essary to implement the strategy: Provided
further, That the Secretary of Defense may
transfer these funds only to research, devel-
opment, test and evaluation accounts: Pro-
vided further, That the funds transferred
shall be merged with and shall be available
for the same purposes and for the same time
period, as the appropriation to which trans-
ferred: Provided further, That none of the
funds made available under this heading may
be transferred to any program, project, or
activity specifically limited or denied by
this Act, except for missile defense require-
ments resulting from urgent or emergent
operational needs: Provided further, That the
transfer authority provided under this head-
ing is in addition to any other transfer au-
thority available to the Department of De-
fense.

TITLE V
REVOLVING AND MANAGEMENT FUNDS
DEFENSE WORKING CAPITAL FUNDS

For the Defense Working Capital Funds,
$1,586,596,000.
TITLE VI

OTHER DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
PROGRAMS

DEFENSE HEALTH PROGRAM

For expenses, not otherwise provided for,
for medical and health care programs of the
Department of Defense as authorized by law,
$33,931,566,000 (increased by $7,000,000) (in-
creased by $1,000,000) (increased by
$10,000,000) (increased by $2,000,000) (increased
by $2,000,000) (increased by $10,000,000) (in-
creased by $5,000,000) (increased by
$10,000,000); of which $31,735,923,000 (increased
by $2,000,000) (increased by $5,000,000) shall be
for operation and maintenance, of which not
to exceed one percent shall remain available
for obligation until September 30, 2019, and
of which up to $15,349,700,000 may be avail-
able for contracts entered into under the
TRICARE program; of which $895,328,000, to
remain available for obligation until Sep-
tember 30, 2020, shall be for procurement; and
of which $1,300,315,000 (increased by $7,000,000)
(increased by $1,000,000) (increased by
$10,000,000) (increased by $2,000,000) (increased
by $10,000,000) (increased by $10,000,000), to re-
main available for obligation until Sep-
tember 30, 2019, shall be for research, devel-
opment, test and evaluation: Provided, That,
notwithstanding any other provision of law,
of the amount made available under this
heading for research, development, test and
evaluation, not less than $8,000,000 shall be
available for HIV prevention educational ac-
tivities undertaken in connection with
United States military training, exercises,
and humanitarian assistance activities con-
ducted primarily in African nations: Provided
further, That of the funds provided under this
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heading for research, development, test and
evaluation, not less than $627,100,000 shall be
made available to the United States Army
Medical Research and Materiel Command to
carry out the congressionally directed med-
ical research programs.
CHEMICAL AGENTS AND MUNITIONS
DESTRUCTION, DEFENSE

For expenses, not otherwise provided for,
necessary for the destruction of the United
States stockpile of lethal chemical agents
and munitions in accordance with the provi-
sions of section 1412 of the Department of
Defense Authorization Act, 1986 (50 U.S.C.
1521), and for the destruction of other chem-
ical warfare materials that are not in the
chemical weapon stockpile, $961,732,000, of
which $104,237,000 shall be for operation and
maintenance, of which no less than
$49,401,000 shall be for the Chemical Stock-
pile Emergency Preparedness Program, con-
sisting of $21,045,000 for activities on mili-
tary installations and $28,356,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2019, to assist
State and local governments; $18,081,000 shall
be for procurement, to remain available
until September 30, 2020, of which $18,081,000
shall be for the Chemical Stockpile Emer-
gency Preparedness Program to assist State
and local governments; and $839,414,000, to
remain available until September 30, 2019,
shall be for research, development, test and
evaluation, of which $750,700,000 shall only be
for the Assembled Chemical Weapons Alter-
natives program.

DRUG INTERDICTION AND COUNTER-DRUG
ACTIVITIES, DEFENSE
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For drug interdiction and counter-drug ac-
tivities of the Department of Defense, for
transfer to appropriations available to the
Department of Defense for military per-
sonnel of the reserve components serving
under the provisions of title 10 and title 32,
United States Code; for operation and main-
tenance; for procurement; and for research,
development, test and evaluation,
$854,814,000, of which $532,648,000 shall be for
counter-narcotics support; $120,813,000 shall
be for the drug demand reduction program;
and $201,353,000 shall be for the National
Guard counter-drug program: Provided, That
the funds appropriated under this heading
shall be available for obligation for the same
time period and for the same purpose as the
appropriation to which transferred: Provided
further, That upon a determination that all
or part of the funds transferred from this ap-
propriation are not necessary for the pur-
poses provided herein, such amounts may be
transferred back to this appropriation: Pro-
vided further, That the transfer authority
provided under this heading is in addition to
any other transfer authority contained else-
where in this Act.

OFFICE OF THE INSPECTOR GENERAL

For expenses and activities of the Office of
the Inspector General in carrying out the
provisions of the Inspector General Act of
1978, as amended, $336,887,000, of which
$334,087,000 shall be for operation and main-
tenance, of which not to exceed $700,000 is
available for emergencies and extraordinary
expenses to be expended on the approval or
authority of the Inspector General, and pay-
ments may be made on the Inspector Gen-
eral’s certificate of necessity for confidential
military purposes; and of which $2,800,000, to
remain available until September 30, 2019,
shall be for research, development, test and
evaluation.

TITLE VII
RELATED AGENCIES
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY RETIREMENT
AND DISABILITY SYSTEM FUND

For payment to the Central Intelligence

Agency Retirement and Disability System
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Fund, to maintain the proper funding level
for continuing the operation of the Central
Intelligence Agency Retirement and Dis-
ability System, $514,000,000.

INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY MANAGEMENT

ACCOUNT
For necessary expenses of the Intelligence
Community Management Account,
$522,100,000.
TITLE VIII

GENERAL PROVISIONS

SEC. 8001. No part of any appropriation
contained in this Act shall be used for pub-
licity or propaganda purposes not authorized
by the Congress.

SEC. 8002. During the current fiscal year,
provisions of law prohibiting the payment of
compensation to, or employment of, any per-
son not a citizen of the United States shall
not apply to personnel of the Department of
Defense: Provided, That salary increases
granted to direct and indirect hire foreign
national employees of the Department of De-
fense funded by this Act shall not be at a
rate in excess of the percentage increase au-
thorized by law for civilian employees of the
Department of Defense whose pay is com-
puted under the provisions of section 5332 of
title 5, United States Code, or at a rate in ex-
cess of the percentage increase provided by
the appropriate host nation to its own em-
ployees, whichever is higher: Provided fur-
ther, That this section shall not apply to De-
partment of Defense foreign service national
employees serving at United States diplo-
matic missions whose pay is set by the De-
partment of State under the Foreign Service
Act of 1980: Provided further, That the limita-
tions of this provision shall not apply to for-
eign national employees of the Department
of Defense in the Republic of Turkey.

SEC. 8003. No part of any appropriation
contained in this Act shall remain available
for obligation beyond the current fiscal year,
unless expressly so provided herein.

SEC. 8004. No more than 20 percent of the
appropriations in this Act which are limited
for obligation during the current fiscal year
shall be obligated during the last 2 months of
the fiscal year: Provided, That this section
shall not apply to obligations for support of
active duty training of reserve components
or summer camp training of the Reserve Of-
ficers’ Training Corps.

(TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 8005. Upon determination by the Sec-
retary of Defense that such action is nec-
essary in the national interest, he may, with
the approval of the Office of Management
and Budget, transfer not to exceed
$4,500,000,000 of working capital funds of the
Department of Defense or funds made avail-
able in this Act to the Department of De-
fense for military functions (except military
construction) between such appropriations
or funds or any subdivision thereof, to be
merged with and to be available for the same
purposes, and for the same time period, as
the appropriation or fund to which trans-
ferred: Provided, That such authority to
transfer may not be used unless for higher
priority items, based on unforeseen military
requirements, than those for which origi-
nally appropriated and in no case where the
item for which funds are requested has been
denied by the Congress: Provided further,
That the Secretary of Defense shall notify
the Congress promptly of all transfers made
pursuant to this authority or any other au-
thority in this Act: Provided further, That no
part of the funds in this Act shall be avail-
able to prepare or present a request to the
Committees on Appropriations for re-
programming of funds, unless for higher pri-
ority items, based on unforeseen military re-
quirements, than those for which originally
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appropriated and in no case where the item
for which reprogramming is requested has
been denied by the Congress: Provided fur-
ther, That a request for multiple
reprogrammings of funds using authority
provided in this section shall be made prior
to June 30, 2017: Provided further, That trans-
fers among military personnel appropria-
tions shall not be taken into account for pur-
poses of the limitation on the amount of
funds that may be transferred under this sec-
tion.

SEC. 8006. (a) With regard to the list of spe-
cific programs, projects, and activities (and
the dollar amounts and adjustments to budg-
et activities corresponding to such programs,
projects, and activities) contained in the ta-
bles titled Explanation of Project Level Ad-
justments in the explanatory statement re-
garding this Act, the obligation and expendi-
ture of amounts appropriated or otherwise
made available in this Act for those pro-
grams, projects, and activities for which the
amounts appropriated exceed the amounts
requested are hereby required by law to be
carried out in the manner provided by such
tables to the same extent as if the tables
were included in the text of this Act.

(b) Amounts specified in the referenced ta-
bles described in subsection (a) shall not be
treated as subdivisions of appropriations for
purposes of section 8005 of this Act: Provided,
That section 8005 shall apply when transfers
of the amounts described in subsection (a)
occur between appropriation accounts.

SEC. 8007. (a) Not later than 60 days after
enactment of this Act, the Department of
Defense shall submit a report to the congres-
sional defense committees to establish the
baseline for application of reprogramming
and transfer authorities for fiscal year 2018:
Provided, That the report shall include—

(1) a table for each appropriation with a
separate column to display the President’s
budget request, adjustments made by Con-
gress, adjustments due to enacted rescis-
sions, if appropriate, and the fiscal year en-
acted level;

(2) a delineation in the table for each ap-
propriation both by budget activity and pro-
gram, project, and activity as detailed in the
Budget Appendix; and

(3) an identification of items of special
congressional interest.

(b) Notwithstanding section 8005 of this
Act, none of the funds provided in this Act
shall be available for reprogramming or
transfer until the report identified in sub-
section (a) is submitted to the congressional
defense committees, unless the Secretary of
Defense certifies in writing to the congres-
sional defense committees that such re-
programming or transfer is necessary as an
emergency requirement: Provided, That this
subsection shall not apply to transfers from
the following appropriations accounts:

(1) “Environmental Restoration, Army’’;

(2) “Environmental Restoration, Navy’’;

(3) “Environmental Restoration,
Force’’;

(4) “Environmental Restoration, Defense-
Wide”’

(5) “Environmental Restoration, Formerly
Used Defense Sites’’; and

(6) “Drug Interdiction and Counter-drug
Activities, Defense”’.

(TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 8008. During the current fiscal year,
cash balances in working capital funds of the
Department of Defense established pursuant
to section 2208 of title 10, United States
Code, may be maintained in only such
amounts as are necessary at any time for
cash disbursements to be made from such
funds: Provided, That transfers may be made
between such funds: Provided further, That
transfers may be made between working cap-
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ital funds and the ‘“‘Foreign Currency Fluc-
tuations, Defense’ appropriation and the
“Operation and Maintenance’ appropriation
accounts in such amounts as may be deter-
mined by the Secretary of Defense, with the
approval of the Office of Management and
Budget, except that such transfers may not
be made unless the Secretary of Defense has
notified the Congress of the proposed trans-
fer: Provided further, That except in amounts
equal to the amounts appropriated to work-
ing capital funds in this Act, no obligations
may be made against a working capital fund
to procure or increase the value of war re-
serve material inventory, unless the Sec-
retary of Defense has notified the Congress
prior to any such obligation.

SEC. 8009. Funds appropriated by this Act
may not be used to initiate a special access
program without prior notification 30 cal-
endar days in advance to the congressional
defense committees.

SEC. 8010. None of the funds provided in
this Act shall be available to initiate: (1) a
multiyear contract that employs economic
order quantity procurement in excess of
$20,000,000 in any one year of the contract or
that includes an unfunded contingent liabil-
ity in excess of $20,000,000; or (2) a contract
for advance procurement leading to a
multiyear contract that employs economic
order quantity procurement in excess of
$20,000,000 in any one year, unless the con-
gressional defense committees have been no-
tified at least 30 days in advance of the pro-
posed contract award: Provided, That no part
of any appropriation contained in this Act
shall be available to initiate a multiyear
contract for which the economic order quan-
tity advance procurement is not funded at
least to the limits of the Government’s li-
ability: Provided further, That no part of any
appropriation contained in this Act shall be
available to initiate multiyear procurement
contracts for any systems or component
thereof if the value of the multiyear con-
tract would exceed $500,000,000 unless specifi-
cally provided in this Act: Provided further,
That no multiyear procurement contract can
be terminated without 30-day prior notifica-
tion to the congressional defense commit-
tees: Provided further, That the execution of
multiyear authority shall require the use of
a present value analysis to determine lowest
cost compared to an annual procurement:
Provided further, That none of the funds pro-
vided in this Act may be used for a
multiyear contract executed after the date
of the enactment of this Act unless in the
case of any such contract—

(1) the Secretary of Defense has submitted
to Congress a budget request for full funding
of units to be procured through the contract
and, in the case of a contract for procure-
ment of aircraft, that includes, for any air-
craft unit to be procured through the con-
tract for which procurement funds are re-
quested in that budget request for produc-
tion beyond advance procurement activities
in the fiscal year covered by the budget, full
funding of procurement of such unit in that
fiscal year;

(2) cancellation provisions in the contract
do not include consideration of recurring
manufacturing costs of the contractor asso-
ciated with the production of unfunded units
to be delivered under the contract;

(3) the contract provides that payments to
the contractor under the contract shall not
be made in advance of incurred costs on
funded units; and

(4) the contract does not provide for a price
adjustment based on a failure to award a fol-
low-on contract.

Funds appropriated in title III of this Act
may be used, subject to section 2306b of title
10 , United States Code, for multiyear pro-
curement contracts as follows: V-22 Osprey
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aircraft variants; up to 13 SSN Virginia Class
Submarines and Government-furnished
equipment; and DDG-51 Arleigh Burke class
Flight IIT guided missile destroyers, the MK
41 Vertical Launching Systems, and associ-
ated Government-furnished systems and sub-
systems.

SEC. 8011. Within the funds appropriated
for the operation and maintenance of the
Armed Forces, funds are hereby appropriated
pursuant to section 401 of title 10, United
States Code, for humanitarian and civic as-
sistance costs under chapter 20 of title 10,
United States Code. Such funds may also be
obligated for humanitarian and civic assist-
ance costs incidental to authorized oper-
ations and pursuant to authority granted in
section 401 of chapter 20 of title 10, United
States Code, and these obligations shall be
reported as required by section 401(d) of title
10, United States Code: Provided, That funds
available for operation and maintenance
shall be available for providing humani-
tarian and similar assistance by using Civic
Action Teams in the Trust Territories of the
Pacific Islands and freely associated states
of Micronesia, pursuant to the Compact of
Free Association as authorized by Public
Law 99-239: Provided further, That upon a de-
termination by the Secretary of the Army
that such action is beneficial for graduate
medical education programs conducted at
Army medical facilities located in Hawaii,
the Secretary of the Army may authorize
the provision of medical services at such fa-
cilities and transportation to such facilities,
on a nonreimbursable basis, for civilian pa-
tients from American Samoa, the Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, the
Marshall Islands, the Federated States of Mi-
cronesia, Palau, and Guam.

SEC. 8012. (a) During the current fiscal
year, the civilian personnel of the Depart-
ment of Defense may not be managed on the
basis of any end-strength, and the manage-
ment of such personnel during that fiscal
year shall not be subject to any constraint
or limitation (known as an end-strength) on
the number of such personnel who may be
employed on the last day of such fiscal year.

(b) The fiscal year 2019 budget request for
the Department of Defense as well as all jus-
tification material and other documentation
supporting the fiscal year 2019 Department of
Defense budget request shall be prepared and
submitted to the Congress as if subsections
(a) and (b) of this provision were effective
with regard to fiscal year 2019.

(c) As required by section 1107 of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2014 (Public Law 113-66; 10 U.S.C. 2358
note) civilian personnel at the Department
of Army Science and Technology Reinven-
tion Laboratories may not be managed on
the basis of the Table of Distribution and Al-
lowances, and the management of the work-
force strength shall be done in a manner con-
sistent with the budget available with re-
spect to such Laboratories.

(d) Nothing in this section shall be con-
strued to apply to military (civilian) techni-
cians.

SEC. 8013. None of the funds made available
by this Act shall be used in any way, directly
or indirectly, to influence congressional ac-
tion on any legislation or appropriation mat-
ters pending before the Congress.

SEC. 8014. None of the funds appropriated
by this Act shall be available for the basic
pay and allowances of any member of the
Army participating as a full-time student
and receiving benefits paid by the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs from the Department of
Defense Education Benefits Fund when time
spent as a full-time student is credited to-
ward completion of a service commitment:
Provided, That this section shall not apply to
those members who have reenlisted with this
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option prior to October 1, 1987: Provided fur-
ther, That this section applies only to active
components of the Army.

(TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 8015. Funds appropriated in title III of
this Act for the Department of Defense Pilot
Mentor-Protégé Program may be transferred
to any other appropriation contained in this
Act solely for the purpose of implementing a
Mentor-Protégé Program developmental as-
sistance agreement pursuant to section 831
of the National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 1991 (Public Law 101-510; 10
U.S.C. 2302 note), as amended, under the au-
thority of this provision or any other trans-
fer authority contained in this Act.

SEC. 8016. None of the funds in this Act
may be available for the purchase by the De-
partment of Defense (and its departments
and agencies) of welded shipboard anchor and
mooring chain 4 inches in diameter and
under unless the anchor and mooring chain
are manufactured in the United States from
components which are substantially manu-
factured in the United States: Provided, That
for the purpose of this section, the term
“manufactured” shall include cutting, heat
treating, quality control, testing of chain
and welding (including the forging and shot
blasting process): Provided further, That for
the purpose of this section substantially all
of the components of anchor and mooring
chain shall be considered to be produced or
manufactured in the United States if the ag-
gregate cost of the components produced or
manufactured in the United States exceeds
the aggregate cost of the components pro-
duced or manufactured outside the United
States: Provided further, That when adequate
domestic supplies are not available to meet
Department of Defense requirements on a
timely basis, the Secretary of the service re-
sponsible for the procurement may waive
this restriction on a case-by-case basis by
certifying in writing to the Committees on
Appropriations that such an acquisition
must be made in order to acquire capability
for national security purposes.

SEC. 8017. None of the funds available to
the Department of Defense may be used to
demilitarize or dispose of M-1 Carbines, M-1
Garand rifles, M-14 rifles, .22 caliber rifles,
.30 caliber rifles, or M-1911 pistols, or to de-
militarize or destroy small arms ammuni-
tion or ammunition components that are not
otherwise prohibited from commercial sale
under Federal law, unless the small arms
ammunition or ammunition components are
certified by the Secretary of the Army or
designee as unserviceable or unsafe for fur-
ther use.

SEC. 8018. No more than $500,000 of the
funds appropriated or made available in this
Act shall be used during a single fiscal year
for any single relocation of an organization,
unit, activity or function of the Department
of Defense into or within the National Cap-
ital Region: Provided, That the Secretary of
Defense may waive this restriction on a case-
by-case basis by certifying in writing to the
congressional defense committees that such
a relocation is required in the best interest
of the Government.

SEC. 8019. Of the funds made available in
this Act, $20,000,000 shall be available for in-
centive payments authorized by section 504
of the Indian Financing Act of 1974 (25 U.S.C.
1544): Provided, That a prime contractor or a
subcontractor at any tier that makes a sub-
contract award to any subcontractor or sup-
plier as defined in section 1544 of title 25,
United States Code, or a small business
owned and controlled by an individual or in-
dividuals defined under section 4221(9) of
title 25, United States Code, shall be consid-
ered a contractor for the purposes of being
allowed additional compensation under sec-
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tion 504 of the Indian Financing Act of 1974
(25 U.S.C. 1544) whenever the prime contract
or subcontract amount is over $500,000 and
involves the expenditure of funds appro-
priated by an Act making appropriations for
the Department of Defense with respect to
any fiscal year: Provided further, That not-
withstanding section 1906 of title 41, United
States Code, this section shall be applicable
to any Department of Defense acquisition of
supplies or services, including any contract
and any subcontract at any tier for acquisi-
tion of commercial items produced or manu-
factured, in whole or in part, by any subcon-
tractor or supplier defined in section 1544 of
title 25, United States Code, or a small busi-
ness owned and controlled by an individual
or individuals defined under section 4221(9) of
title 25, United States Code.

SEC. 8020. Funds appropriated by this Act
for the Defense Media Activity shall not be
used for any national or international polit-
ical or psychological activities.

SEC. 8021. During the current fiscal year,
the Department of Defense is authorized to
incur obligations of not to exceed $350,000,000
for purposes specified in section 2350j(c) of
title 10, United States Code, in anticipation
of receipt of contributions, only from the
Government of Kuwait, under that section:
Provided, That, upon receipt, such contribu-
tions from the Government of Kuwait shall
be credited to the appropriations or fund
which incurred such obligations.

SEC. 8022. (a) Of the funds made available
in this Act, not less than $43,100,000 shall be
available for the Civil Air Patrol Corpora-
tion, of which—

(1) $30,800,000 shall be available from ‘‘Op-
eration and Maintenance, Air Force’ to sup-
port Civil Air Patrol Corporation operation
and maintenance, readiness, counter-drug
activities, and drug demand reduction activi-
ties involving youth programs;

(2) $10,600,000 shall be available from ‘‘Air-
craft Procurement, Air Force’’; and

(3) $1,700,000 shall be available from ‘‘Other
Procurement, Air Force’” for vehicle pro-
curement.

(b) The Secretary of the Air Force should
waive reimbursement for any funds used by
the Civil Air Patrol for counter-drug activi-
ties in support of Federal, State, and local
government agencies.

SEC. 8023. (a) None of the funds appro-
priated in this Act are available to establish
a new Department of Defense (department)
federally funded research and development
center (FFRDC), either as a new entity, or as
a separate entity administrated by an orga-
nization managing another FFRDC, or as a
nonprofit membership corporation con-
sisting of a consortium of other FFRDCs and
other nonprofit entities.

(b) No member of a Board of Directors,
Trustees, Overseers, Advisory Group, Special
Issues Panel, Visiting Committee, or any
similar entity of a defense FFRDC, and no
paid consultant to any defense FFRDC, ex-
cept when acting in a technical advisory ca-
pacity, may be compensated for his or her
services as a member of such entity, or as a
paid consultant by more than one FFRDC in
a fiscal year: Provided, That a member of any
such entity referred to previously in this
subsection shall be allowed travel expenses
and per diem as authorized under the Federal
Joint Travel Regulations, when engaged in
the performance of membership duties.

(c) Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, none of the funds available to the de-
partment from any source during the current
fiscal year may be used by a defense FFRDC,
through a fee or other payment mechanism,
for construction of new buildings not located
on a military installation, for payment of
cost sharing for projects funded by Govern-
ment grants, for absorption of contract over-
runs, or for certain charitable contributions,
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not to include employee participation in
community service and/or development.

(d) Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, of the funds available to the department
during fiscal year 2018, not more than 6,000
staff years of technical effort (staff years)
may be funded for defense FFRDCs: Provided,
That, of the specific amount referred to pre-
viously in this subsection, not more than
1,180 staff years may be funded for the de-
fense studies and analysis FFRDCs: Provided
further, That this subsection shall not apply
to staff years funded in the National Intel-
ligence Program (NIP) and the Military In-
telligence Program (MIP).

(e) The Secretary of Defense shall, with the
submission of the department’s fiscal year
2019 budget request, submit a report pre-
senting the specific amounts of staff years of
technical effort to be allocated for each de-
fense FFRDC during that fiscal year and the
associated budget estimates.

(f) Notwithstanding any other provision of
this Act, the total amount appropriated in
this Act for FFRDCs is hereby reduced by
$210,000,000.

SEC. 8024. None of the funds appropriated
or made available in this Act shall be used to
procure carbon, alloy, or armor steel plate
for use in any Government-owned facility or
property under the control of the Depart-
ment of Defense which were not melted and
rolled in the United States or Canada: Pro-
vided, That these procurement restrictions
shall apply to any and all Federal Supply
Class 9515, American Society of Testing and
Materials (ASTM) or American Iron and
Steel Institute (AISI) specifications of car-
bon, alloy or armor steel plate: Provided fur-
ther, That the Secretary of the military de-
partment responsible for the procurement
may waive this restriction on a case-by-case
basis by certifying in writing to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate that adequate
domestic supplies are not available to meet
Department of Defense requirements on a
timely basis and that such an acquisition
must be made in order to acquire capability
for national security purposes: Provided fur-
ther, That these restrictions shall not apply
to contracts which are in being as of the date
of the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 8025. For the purposes of this Act, the
term ‘‘congressional defense committees”
means the Armed Services Committee of the
House of Representatives, the Armed Serv-
ices Committee of the Senate, the Sub-
committee on Defense of the Committee on
Appropriations of the Senate, and the Sub-
committee on Defense of the Committee on
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives.

SEC. 8026. During the current fiscal year,
the Department of Defense may acquire the
modification, depot maintenance and repair
of aircraft, vehicles and vessels as well as the
production of components and other Defense-
related articles, through competition be-
tween Department of Defense depot mainte-
nance activities and private firms: Provided,
That the Senior Acquisition Executive of the
military department or Defense Agency con-
cerned, with power of delegation, shall cer-
tify that successful bids include comparable
estimates of all direct and indirect costs for
both public and private bids: Provided further,
That Office of Management and Budget Cir-
cular A-76 shall not apply to competitions
conducted under this section.

SEC. 8027. (a)(1) If the Secretary of Defense,
after consultation with the United States
Trade Representative, determines that a for-
eign country which is party to an agreement
described in paragraph (2) has violated the
terms of the agreement by discriminating
against certain types of products produced in
the United States that are covered by the
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agreement, the Secretary of Defense shall re-
scind the Secretary’s blanket waiver of the
Buy American Act with respect to such
types of products produced in that foreign
country.

(2) An agreement referred to in paragraph
(1) is any reciprocal defense procurement
memorandum of understanding, between the
United States and a foreign country pursu-
ant to which the Secretary of Defense has
prospectively waived the Buy American Act
for certain products in that country.

(b) The Secretary of Defense shall submit
to the Congress a report on the amount of
Department of Defense purchases from for-
eign entities in fiscal year 2018. Such report
shall separately indicate the dollar value of
items for which the Buy American Act was
waived pursuant to any agreement described
in subsection (a)(2), the Trade Agreement
Act of 1979 (19 U.S.C. 2501 et seq.), or any
international agreement to which the United
States is a party.

(c) For purposes of this section, the term
Buy American Act means chapter 83 of title
41, United States Code.

SEC. 8028. During the current fiscal year,
amounts contained in the Department of De-
fense Overseas Military Facility Investment
Recovery Account established by section
2921(c)(1) of the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act of 1991 (Public Law 101-510; 10 U.S.C.
2687 note) shall be available until expended
for the payments specified by section
2921(c)(2) of that Act.

SEC. 8029. (a) Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, the Secretary of the Air
Force may convey at no cost to the Air
Force, without consideration, to Indian
tribes located in the States of Nevada, Idaho,
North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, Or-
egon, Minnesota, and Washington
relocatable military housing units located at
Grand Forks Air Force Base, Malmstrom Air
Force Base, Mountain Home Air Force Base,
Ellsworth Air Force Base, and Minot Air
Force Base that are excess to the needs of
the Air Force.

(b) The Secretary of the Air Force shall
convey, at no cost to the Air Force, military
housing units under subsection (a) in accord-
ance with the request for such units that are
submitted to the Secretary by the Operation
Walking Shield Program on behalf of Indian
tribes located in the States of Nevada, Idaho,
North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, Or-
egon, Minnesota, and Washington. Any such
conveyance shall be subject to the condition
that the housing units shall be removed
within a reasonable period of time, as deter-
mined by the Secretary.

(c) The Operation Walking Shield Program
shall resolve any conflicts among requests of
Indian tribes for housing units under sub-
section (a) before submitting requests to the
Secretary of the Air Force under subsection
(b).
(d) In this section, the term Indian tribe
means any recognized Indian tribe included
on the current list published by the Sec-
retary of the Interior under section 104 of the
Federally Recognized Indian Tribe Act of
1994 (Public Law 103-454; 108 Stat. 4792; 25
U.S.C. 479a-1).

SEC. 8030. During the current fiscal year,
appropriations which are available to the De-
partment of Defense for operation and main-
tenance may be used to purchase items hav-
ing an investment item unit cost of not more
than $250,000.

SEC. 8031. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to—

(1) disestablish, or prepare to disestablish,
a Senior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps
program in accordance with Department of
Defense Instruction Number 1215.08, dated
June 26, 2006; or

(2) close, downgrade from host to extension
center, or place on probation a Senior Re-
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serve Officers’ Training Corps program in ac-
cordance with the information paper of the
Department of the Army titled ‘“‘Army Sen-
ior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps (SROTC)
Program Review and Criteria’’, dated Janu-
ary 27, 2014.

SEC. 8032. The Secretary of Defense shall
issue regulations to prohibit the sale of any
tobacco or tobacco-related products in mili-
tary resale outlets in the United States, its
territories and possessions at a price below
the most competitive price in the local com-
munity: Provided, That such regulations
shall direct that the prices of tobacco or to-
bacco-related products in overseas military
retail outlets shall be within the range of
prices established for military retail system
stores located in the United States.

SEC. 8033. (a) During the current fiscal
year, none of the appropriations or funds
available to the Department of Defense
Working Capital Funds shall be used for the
purchase of an investment item for the pur-
pose of acquiring a new inventory item for
sale or anticipated sale during the current
fiscal year or a subsequent fiscal year to cus-
tomers of the Department of Defense Work-
ing Capital Funds if such an item would not
have been chargeable to the Department of
Defense Business Operations Fund during fis-
cal year 1994 and if the purchase of such an
investment item would be chargeable during
the current fiscal year to appropriations
made to the Department of Defense for pro-
curement.

(b) The fiscal year 2019 budget request for
the Department of Defense as well as all jus-
tification material and other documentation
supporting the fiscal year 2019 Department of
Defense budget shall be prepared and sub-
mitted to the Congress on the basis that any
equipment which was classified as an end
item and funded in a procurement appropria-
tion contained in this Act shall be budgeted
for in a proposed fiscal year 2019 procure-
ment appropriation and not in the supply
management business area or any other area
or category of the Department of Defense
Working Capital Funds.

SEC. 8034. None of the funds appropriated
by this Act for programs of the Central In-
telligence Agency shall remain available for
obligation beyond the current fiscal year, ex-
cept for funds appropriated for the Reserve
for Contingencies, which shall remain avail-
able until September 30, 2019: Provided, That
funds appropriated, transferred, or otherwise
credited to the Central Intelligence Agency
Central Services Working Capital Fund dur-
ing this or any prior or subsequent fiscal
year shall remain available until expended:
Provided further, That any funds appropriated
or transferred to the Central Intelligence
Agency for advanced research and develop-
ment acquisition, for agent operations, and
for covert action programs authorized by the
President under section 503 of the National
Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3093) shall re-
main available until September 30, 2019.

SEC. 8035. Notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of law, funds made available in this
Act and hereafter for the Defense Intel-
ligence Agency may be used for the design,
development, and deployment of General De-
fense Intelligence Program intelligence com-
munications and intelligence information
systems for the Services, the Unified and
Specified Commands, and the component
commands.

SEC. 8036. Of the funds appropriated to the
Department of Defense under the heading
“Operation and Maintenance, Defense-
Wide”’, not less than $12,000,000 shall be made
available only for the mitigation of environ-
mental impacts, including training and tech-
nical assistance to tribes, related adminis-
trative support, the gathering of informa-
tion, documenting of environmental damage,
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and developing a system for prioritization of
mitigation and cost to complete estimates
for mitigation, on Indian lands resulting
from Department of Defense activities.

SEC. 8037. (a) None of the funds appro-
priated in this Act may be expended by an
entity of the Department of Defense unless
the entity, in expending the funds, complies
with the Buy American Act. For purposes of
this subsection, the term Buy American Act
means chapter 83 of title 41, United States
Code.

(b) If the Secretary of Defense determines
that a person has been convicted of inten-
tionally affixing a label bearing a ‘‘Made in
America’ inscription to any product sold in
or shipped to the United States that is not
made in America, the Secretary shall deter-
mine, in accordance with section 2410f of
title 10, United States Code, whether the per-
son should be debarred from contracting
with the Department of Defense.

(c) In the case of any equipment or prod-
ucts purchased with appropriations provided
under this Act, it is the sense of the Congress
that any entity of the Department of De-
fense, in expending the appropriation, pur-
chase only American-made equipment and
products, provided that American-made
equipment and products are cost-competi-
tive, quality competitive, and available in a
timely fashion.

SEC. 8038. (a) Except as provided in sub-
sections (b) and (c), none of the funds made
available by this Act may be used—

(1) to establish a field operating agency; or

(2) to pay the basic pay of a member of the
Armed Forces or civilian employee of the de-
partment who is transferred or reassigned
from a headquarters activity if the member
or employee’s place of duty remains at the
location of that headquarters.

(b) The Secretary of Defense or Secretary
of a military department may waive the lim-
itations in subsection (a), on a case-by-case
basis, if the Secretary determines, and cer-
tifies to the Committees on Appropriations
of the House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate that the granting of the waiver will re-
duce the personnel requirements or the fi-
nancial requirements of the department.

(c) This section does not apply to—

(1) field operating agencies funded within
the National Intelligence Program;

(2) an Army field operating agency estab-
lished to eliminate, mitigate, or counter the
effects of improvised explosive devices, and,
as determined by the Secretary of the Army,
other similar threats;

(3) an Army field operating agency estab-
lished to improve the effectiveness and effi-
ciencies of biometric activities and to inte-
grate common biometric technologies
throughout the Department of Defense; or

(4) an Air Force field operating agency es-
tablished to administer the Air Force Mor-
tuary Affairs Program and Mortuary Oper-
ations for the Department of Defense and au-
thorized Federal entities.

SEC. 8039. (a) None of the funds appro-
priated by this Act shall be available to con-
vert to contractor performance an activity
or function of the Department of Defense
that, on or after the date of the enactment of
this Act, is performed by Department of De-
fense civilian employees unless—

(1) the conversion is based on the result of
a public-private competition that includes a
most efficient and cost effective organiza-
tion plan developed by such activity or func-
tion;

(2) the Competitive Sourcing Official deter-
mines that, over all performance periods
stated in the solicitation of offers for per-
formance of the activity or function, the
cost of performance of the activity or func-
tion by a contractor would be less costly to
the Department of Defense by an amount
that equals or exceeds the lesser of—
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(A) 10 percent of the most efficient organi-
zation’s personnel-related costs for perform-
ance of that activity or function by Federal
employees; or

(B) $10,000,000; and

(3) the contractor does not receive an ad-
vantage for a proposal that would reduce
costs for the Department of Defense by—

(A) not making an employer-sponsored
health insurance plan available to the work-
ers who are to be employed in the perform-
ance of that activity or function under the
contract; or

(B) offering to such workers an employer-
sponsored health benefits plan that requires
the employer to contribute less towards the
premium or subscription share than the
amount that is paid by the Department of
Defense for health benefits for civilian em-
ployees under chapter 89 of title 5, United
States Code.

(b)(1) The Department of Defense, without
regard to subsection (a) of this section or
subsection (a), (b), or (c) of section 2461 of
title 10, United States Code, and notwith-
standing any administrative regulation, re-
quirement, or policy to the contrary shall
have full authority to enter into a contract
for the performance of any commercial or in-
dustrial type function of the Department of
Defense that—

(A) is included on the procurement list es-
tablished pursuant to section 2 of the Javits-
Wagner-O’Day Act (section 8503 of title 41,
United States Code);

(B) is planned to be converted to perform-
ance by a qualified nonprofit agency for the
blind or by a qualified nonprofit agency for
other severely handicapped individuals in ac-
cordance with that Act; or

(C) is planned to be converted to perform-
ance by a qualified firm under at least 51 per-
cent ownership by an Indian tribe, as defined
in section 4(e) of the Indian Self-Determina-
tion and Education Assistance Act (25 U.S.C.
450b(e)), or a Native Hawaiian Organization,
as defined in section 8(a)(15) of the Small
Business Act (156 U.S.C. 637(a)(15)).

(2) This section shall not apply to depot
contracts or contracts for depot mainte-
nance as provided in sections 2469 and 2474 of
title 10, United States Code.

(c) The conversion of any activity or func-
tion of the Department of Defense under the
authority provided by this section shall be
credited toward any competitive or out-
sourcing goal, target, or measurement that
may be established by statute, regulation, or
policy and is deemed to be awarded under the
authority of, and in compliance with, sub-
section (h) of section 2304 of title 10, United
States Code, for the competition or out-
sourcing of commercial activities.

(RESCISSIONS)

SEC. 8040. Of the funds appropriated in De-
partment of Defense Appropriations Acts,
the following funds are hereby rescinded
from the following accounts and programs in
the specified amounts: Provided, That no
amounts may be rescinded from amounts
that were designated by the Congress for
Overseas Contingency Operations/Global War
on Terrorism or as an emergency require-
ment pursuant to the Concurrent Resolution
on the Budget or the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985, as
amended:

““Aircraft
$274,000,000;

““Aircraft Procurement, Air Force’, 2016/
2018, $82,700,000;

‘“‘Missile Procurement, Army’’,
$19,319,000;

‘“Procurement of Weapons and Tracked
Combat Vehicles, Army’’, 2017/2019, $9,764,000;

““Other Procurement, Army’’, 2017/2019,
$10,000,000;

Procurement, Navy’’, 2016/2018,

2017/2019,
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“Aijrcraft Procurement, 2017/2019,
$105,600,000;

“Weapons Procurement, Navy’, 2017/2019,
$54,122,000;

‘“Shipbuilding and Conversion, Navy’’, 2017/
2021, $45,116,000;

““‘Aircraft Procurement, Air Force’, 2017/
2019, $63,293,000;

‘‘Missile Procurement, Air Force’’,
2019, $31,639,000;

‘“‘Space Procurement, Air Force’’, 2017/2019,
$15,000,000;

““Other Procurement, Air Force’’, 2017/2019,
$105,000,000;

‘“‘Research, Development, Test and Evalua-
tion, Navy”’, 2017/2018, $34,128,000;

“Research, Development, Test and Evalua-
tion, Air Force’’, 2017/2018, $41,700,000.

SEC. 8041. None of the funds available in
this Act may be used to reduce the author-
ized positions for military technicians (dual
status) of the Army National Guard, Air Na-
tional Guard, Army Reserve and Air Force
Reserve for the purpose of applying any ad-
ministratively imposed civilian personnel
ceiling, freeze, or reduction on military tech-
nicians (dual status), unless such reductions
are a direct result of a reduction in military
force structure.

SEC. 8042. None of the funds appropriated
or otherwise made available in this Act may
be obligated or expended for assistance to
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
unless specifically appropriated for that pur-
pose.

SEC. 8043. Funds appropriated in this Act
for operation and maintenance of the Mili-
tary Departments, Combatant Commands
and Defense Agencies shall be available for
reimbursement of pay, allowances and other
expenses which would otherwise be incurred
against appropriations for the National
Guard and Reserve when members of the Na-
tional Guard and Reserve provide intel-
ligence or counterintelligence support to
Combatant Commands, Defense Agencies and
Joint Intelligence Activities, including the
activities and programs included within the
National Intelligence Program and the Mili-
tary Intelligence Program: Provided, That
nothing in this section authorizes deviation
from established Reserve and National Guard
personnel and training procedures.

SEC. 8044. (a) None of the funds available to
the Department of Defense for any fiscal
year for drug interdiction or counter-drug
activities may be transferred to any other
department or agency of the United States
except as specifically provided in an appro-
priations law.

(b) None of the funds available to the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency for any fiscal year
for drug interdiction or counter-drug activi-
ties may be transferred to any other depart-
ment or agency of the United States except
as specifically provided in an appropriations
law.

SEC. 8045. None of the funds appropriated
by this Act may be used for the procurement
of ball and roller bearings other than those
produced by a domestic source and of domes-
tic origin: Provided, That the Secretary of
the military department responsible for such
procurement may waive this restriction on a
case-by-case basis by certifying in writing to
the Committees on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives and the Senate,
that adequate domestic supplies are not
available to meet Department of Defense re-
quirements on a timely basis and that such
an acquisition must be made in order to ac-
quire capability for national security pur-
poses: Provided further, That this restriction
shall not apply to the purchase of ‘‘commer-
cial items”’, as defined by section 103 of title
41, United States Code, except that the re-
striction shall apply to ball or roller bear-
ings purchased as end items.

Navy”’,

2017/
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SEC. 8046. None of the funds made available
by this Act for Evolved Expendable Launch
Vehicle service competitive procurements
may be used unless the competitive procure-
ments are open for award to all certified pro-
viders of Evolved Expendable Launch Vehi-
cle-class systems: Provided, That the award
shall be made to the provider that offers the
best value to the government.

SEC. 8047. In addition to the amounts ap-
propriated or otherwise made available else-
where in this Act, $44,000,000 is hereby appro-
priated to the Department of Defense: Pro-
vided, That upon the determination of the
Secretary of Defense that it shall serve the
national interest, the Secretary shall make
grants in the amounts specified as follows:
$20,000,000 to the United Service Organiza-
tions and $24,000,000 to the Red Cross.

SEC. 8048. None of the funds in this Act
may be used to purchase any supercomputer
which is not manufactured in the United
States, unless the Secretary of Defense cer-
tifies to the congressional defense commit-
tees that such an acquisition must be made
in order to acquire capability for national se-
curity purposes that is not available from
United States manufacturers.

SEC. 8049. Notwithstanding any other pro-
vision in this Act, the Small Business Inno-
vation Research program and the Small
Business Technology Transfer program set-
asides shall be taken proportionally from all
programs, projects, or activities to the ex-
tent they contribute to the extramural budg-
et.

SEC. 8050. None of the funds available to
the Department of Defense under this Act
shall be obligated or expended to pay a con-
tractor under a contract with the Depart-
ment of Defense for costs of any amount paid
by the contractor to an employee when—

(1) such costs are for a bonus or otherwise
in excess of the normal salary paid by the
contractor to the employee; and

(2) such bonus is part of restructuring costs
associated with a business combination.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 8051. During the current fiscal year,
no more than $30,000,000 of appropriations
made in this Act under the heading ‘‘Oper-
ation and Maintenance, Defense-Wide’’ may
be transferred to appropriations available for
the pay of military personnel, to be merged
with, and to be available for the same time
period as the appropriations to which trans-
ferred, to be used in support of such per-
sonnel in connection with support and serv-
ices for eligible organizations and activities
outside the Department of Defense pursuant
to section 2012 of title 10, United States
Code.

SEC. 8052. During the current fiscal year, in
the case of an appropriation account of the
Department of Defense for which the period
of availability for obligation has expired or
which has closed under the provisions of sec-
tion 1552 of title 31, United States Code, and
which has a negative unliquidated or unex-
pended balance, an obligation or an adjust-
ment of an obligation may be charged to any
current appropriation account for the same
purpose as the expired or closed account if—

(1) the obligation would have been properly
chargeable (except as to amount) to the ex-
pired or closed account before the end of the
period of availability or closing of that ac-
count;

(2) the obligation is not otherwise properly
chargeable to any current appropriation ac-
count of the Department of Defense; and

(3) in the case of an expired account, the
obligation is not chargeable to a current ap-
propriation of the Department of Defense
under the provisions of section 1405(b)(8) of
the National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 1991, Public Law 101-510, as

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

amended (31 U.S.C. 1551 note): Provided, That
in the case of an expired account, if subse-
quent review or investigation discloses that
there was not in fact a negative unliquidated
or unexpended balance in the account, any
charge to a current account under the au-
thority of this section shall be reversed and
recorded against the expired account: Pro-
vided further, That the total amount charged
to a current appropriation under this section
may not exceed an amount equal to 1 percent
of the total appropriation for that account.

SEC. 8053. (a) Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, the Chief of the National
Guard Bureau may permit the use of equip-
ment of the National Guard Distance Learn-
ing Project by any person or entity on a
space-available, reimbursable basis. The
Chief of the National Guard Bureau shall es-
tablish the amount of reimbursement for
such use on a case-by-case basis.

(b) Amounts collected under subsection (a)
shall be credited to funds available for the
National Guard Distance Learning Project
and be available to defray the costs associ-
ated with the use of equipment of the project
under that subsection. Such funds shall be
available for such purposes without fiscal
year limitation.

SEC. 8054. None of the funds available to
the Department of Defense may be obligated
to modify command and control relation-
ships to give Fleet Forces Command oper-
ational and administrative control of United
States Navy forces assigned to the Pacific
fleet: Provided, That the command and con-
trol relationships which existed on October
1, 2004, shall remain in force until a written
modification has been proposed to the House
and Senate Appropriations Committees: Pro-
vided further, That the proposed modification
may be implemented 30 days after the notifi-
cation unless an objection is received from
either the House or Senate Appropriations
Committees: Provided further, That any pro-
posed modification shall not preclude the
ability of the commander of United States
Pacific Command to meet operational re-
quirements.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 80565. Of the funds appropriated in this
Act under the heading ‘‘Operation and Main-
tenance, Defense-Wide”’, $25,000,000 (in-
creased by $10,000,000) shall be for continued
implementation and expansion of the Sexual
Assault Special Victims’ Counsel Program:
Provided, That the funds are made available
for transfer to the Department of the Army,
the Department of the Navy, and the Depart-
ment of the Air Force: Provided further, That
funds transferred shall be merged with and
available for the same purposes and for the
same time period as the appropriations to
which the funds are transferred: Provided fur-
ther, That this transfer authority is in addi-
tion to any other transfer authority provided
in this Act.

SEC. 8056. None of the funds appropriated in
title IV of this Act may be used to procure
end-items for delivery to military forces for
operational training, operational use or in-
ventory requirements: Provided, That this re-
striction does not apply to end-items used in
development, prototyping, and test activi-
ties preceding and leading to acceptance for
operational use: Provided further, That this
restriction does not apply to programs fund-
ed within the National Intelligence Program:
Provided further, That the Secretary of De-
fense may waive this restriction on a case-
by-case basis by certifying in writing to the
Committees on Appropriations of the House
of Representatives and the Senate that it is
in the national security interest to do so.

SEC. 8057. (a) The Secretary of Defense
may, on a case-by-case basis, waive with re-
spect to a foreign country each limitation on
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the procurement of defense items from for-
eign sources provided in law if the Secretary
determines that the application of the limi-
tation with respect to that country would in-
validate cooperative programs entered into
between the Department of Defense and the
foreign country, or would invalidate recip-
rocal trade agreements for the procurement
of defense items entered into under section
25631 of title 10, United States Code, and the
country does not discriminate against the
same or similar defense items produced in
the United States for that country.

(b) Subsection (a) applies with respect to—

(1) contracts and subcontracts entered into
on or after the date of the enactment of this
Act; and

(2) options for the procurement of items
that are exercised after such date under con-
tracts that are entered into before such date
if the option prices are adjusted for any rea-
son other than the application of a waiver
granted under subsection (a).

(c) Subsection (a) does not apply to a limi-
tation regarding construction of public ves-
sels, ball and roller bearings, food, and cloth-
ing or textile materials as defined by section
XI (chapters 50-65) of the Harmonized Tariff
Schedule of the United States and products
classified under headings 4010, 4202, 4203, 6401
through 6406, 6505, 7019, 7218 through 7229,
7304.41 through 7304.49, 7306.40, 7502 through
7508, 8105, 8108, 8109, 8211, 8215, and 9404.

SEC. 8058. None of the funds appropriated
or otherwise made available by this or other
Department of Defense Appropriations Acts
may be obligated or expended for the purpose
of performing repairs or maintenance to
military family housing units of the Depart-
ment of Defense, including areas in such
military family housing units that may be
used for the purpose of conducting official
Department of Defense business.

SEC. 8059. Notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of law, funds appropriated in this Act
under the heading ‘‘Research, Development,
Test and Evaluation, Defense-Wide’’ for any
new start advanced concept technology dem-
onstration project or joint capability dem-
onstration project may only be obligated 45
days after a report, including a description
of the project, the planned acquisition and
transition strategy and its estimated annual
and total cost, has been provided in writing
to the congressional defense committees:
Provided, That the Secretary of Defense may
waive this restriction on a case-by-case basis
by certifying to the congressional defense
committees that it is in the national inter-
est to do so.

SEC. 8060. The Secretary of Defense shall
continue to provide a classified quarterly re-
port to the House and Senate Appropriations
Committees, Subcommittees on Defense on
certain matters as directed in the classified
annex accompanying this Act.

SEC. 8061. Notwithstanding section 12310(b)
of title 10, United States Code, a Reserve
who is a member of the National Guard serv-
ing on full-time National Guard duty under
section 502(f) of title 32, United States Code,
may perform duties in support of the ground-
based elements of the National Ballistic Mis-
sile Defense System.

SEC. 8062. None of the funds provided in
this Act may be used to transfer to any non-
governmental entity ammunition held by
the Department of Defense that has a center-
fire cartridge and a United States military
nomenclature designation of ‘“‘armor pene-
trator”, ‘‘armor piercing (AP)”’, ‘‘armor
piercing incendiary (API)”, or ‘‘armor-pierc-
ing incendiary tracer (API-T)”, except to an
entity performing demilitarization services
for the Department of Defense under a con-
tract that requires the entity to dem-
onstrate to the satisfaction of the Depart-
ment of Defense that armor piercing projec-
tiles are either:



H710

(1) rendered incapable of reuse by the de-
militarization process; or

(2) used to manufacture ammunition pur-
suant to a contract with the Department of
Defense or the manufacture of ammunition
for export pursuant to a License for Perma-
nent Export of Unclassified Military Articles
issued by the Department of State.

SEC. 8063. Notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of law, the Chief of the National
Guard Bureau, or his designee, may waive
payment of all or part of the consideration
that otherwise would be required under sec-
tion 2667 of title 10, United States Code, in
the case of a lease of personal property for a
period not in excess of 1 year to any organi-
zation specified in section 508(d) of title 32,
United States Code, or any other youth, so-
cial, or fraternal nonprofit organization as
may be approved by the Chief of the National
Guard Bureau, or his designee, on a case-by-
case basis.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 8064. Of the amounts appropriated in
this Act under the heading ‘‘Operation and
Maintenance, Army”’, $66,881,780 shall remain
available until expended: Provided, That,
notwithstanding any other provision of law,
the Secretary of Defense is authorized to
transfer such funds to other activities of the
Federal Government: Provided further, That
the Secretary of Defense is authorized to
enter into and carry out contracts for the ac-
quisition of real property, construction, per-
sonal services, and operations related to
projects carrying out the purposes of this
section: Provided further, That contracts en-
tered into under the authority of this section
may provide for such indemnification as the
Secretary determines to be necessary: Pro-
vided further, That projects authorized by
this section shall comply with applicable
Federal, State, and local law to the max-
imum extent consistent with the national se-
curity, as determined by the Secretary of
Defense.

SEC. 8065. (a) None of the funds appro-
priated in this or any other Act may be used
to take any action to modify—

(1) the appropriations account structure
for the National Intelligence Program budg-
et, including through the creation of a new
appropriation or new appropriation account;

(2) how the National Intelligence Program
budget request is presented in the unclassi-
fied P-1, R-1, and O-1 documents supporting
the Department of Defense budget request;

(3) the process by which the National Intel-
ligence Program appropriations are appor-
tioned to the executing agencies; or

(4) the process by which the National Intel-
ligence Program appropriations are allotted,
obligated and disbursed.

(b) Nothing in section (a) shall be con-
strued to prohibit the merger of programs or
changes to the National Intelligence Pro-
gram budget at or below the Expenditure
Center level, provided such change is other-
wise in accordance with paragraphs (a)(1)-(3).

(c) The Director of National Intelligence
and the Secretary of Defense may jointly,
only for the purposes of achieving auditable
financial statements and improving fiscal re-
porting, study and develop detailed proposals
for alternative financial management proc-
esses. Such study shall include a comprehen-
sive counterintelligence risk assessment to
ensure that none of the alternative processes
will adversely affect counterintelligence.

(d) Upon development of the detailed pro-
posals defined under subsection (c), the Di-
rector of National Intelligence and the Sec-
retary of Defense shall—

(1) provide the proposed alternatives to all
affected agencies;

(2) receive certification from all affected
agencies attesting that the proposed alter-
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natives will help achieve auditability, im-
prove fiscal reporting, and will not adversely
affect counterintelligence; and

(3) not later than 30 days after receiving all
necessary certifications under paragraph (2),
present the proposed alternatives and certifi-
cations to the congressional defense and in-
telligence committees.

SEC. 8066. In addition to amounts provided
elsewhere in this Act, $5,000,000 (increased by
$5,000,000) is hereby appropriated to the De-
partment of Defense, to remain available for
obligation until expended: Provided, That
notwithstanding any other provision of law,
that upon the determination of the Sec-
retary of Defense that it shall serve the na-
tional interest, these funds shall be available
only for a grant to the Fisher House Founda-
tion, Inc., only for the construction and fur-
nishing of additional Fisher Houses to meet
the needs of military family members when
confronted with the illness or hospitalization
of an eligible military beneficiary.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 8067. Of the amounts appropriated in
this Act under the headings ‘‘Procurement,
Defense-Wide’ and ‘‘Research, Development,
Test and Evaluation, Defense-Wide”’,
$705,800,000 shall be for the Israeli Coopera-
tive Programs: Provided, That of this
amount, $92,000,000 shall be for the Secretary
of Defense to provide to the Government of
Israel for the procurement of the Iron Dome
defense system to counter short-range rock-
et threats, subject to the U.S.-Israel Iron
Dome Procurement Agreement, as amended;
$221,500,000 shall be for the Short Range Bal-
listic Missile Defense (SRBMD) program, in-
cluding cruise missile defense research and
development under the SRBMD program, of
which $120,000,000 shall be for co-production
activities of SRBMD missiles in the United
States and in Israel to meet Israel’s defense
requirements consistent with each nation’s
laws, regulations, and procedures, subject to
the U.S.-Israeli co-production agreement for
SRBMD, as amended; $205,000,000 shall be for
an upper-tier component to the Israeli Mis-
sile Defense Architecture, of which
$120,000,000 shall be for co-production activi-
ties of Arrow 3 Upper Tier missiles in the
United States and in Israel to meet Israel’s
defense requirements consistent with each
nation’s laws, regulations, and procedures,
subject to the U.S.-Israeli co-production
agreement for Arrow 3 Upper Tier, as amend-
ed; $105,000,000 shall be for testing of the
upper-tier component to the Israeli Missile
Defense Architecture in the United States;
and $82,300,000 shall be for the Arrow System
Improvement Program including develop-
ment of a long range, ground and airborne,
detection suite: Provided further, That the
transfer authority provided under this provi-
sion is in addition to any other transfer au-
thority contained in this Act.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 8068. Of the amounts appropriated in
this Act under the heading ‘‘Shipbuilding
and Conversion, Navy’’, $117,5642,000 shall be
available until September 30, 2018, to fund
prior year shipbuilding cost increases: Pro-
vided, That upon enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of the Navy shall transfer funds to
the following appropriations in the amounts
specified: Provided further, That the amounts
transferred shall be merged with and be
available for the same purposes as the appro-
priations to which transferred to:

(1) Under the heading ‘‘Shipbuilding and
Conversion, Navy’, 2012/2018: Carrier Re-
placement Program $20,000,000;

(2) Under the heading ‘‘Shipbuilding and
Conversion, Navy’, 2008/2018: DDG-51 De-
stroyer $19,436,000;

(3) Under the heading ‘‘Shipbuilding and
Conversion, Navy’’, 2012/2018: Littoral Com-
bat Ship $6,394,000;
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(4) Under the heading ‘‘Shipbuilding and
Conversion, Navy’’, 2012/2018: LHA Replace-
ment $14,200,000;

(6) Under the heading ‘‘Shipbuilding and
Conversion, Navy’, 2013/2018: DDG-51 De-
stroyer $31,941,000;

(6) Under the heading ‘‘Shipbuilding and
Conversion, Navy’’, 2014/2018: Litoral Combat
Ship $20,471,000; and

(7) Under the heading ‘‘Shipbuilding and
Conversion, Navy’’, 2015/2018: LCAC $5,100,000.

SEC. 8069. Funds appropriated by this Act,
or made available by the transfer of funds in
this Act, for intelligence activities are
deemed to be specifically authorized by the
Congress for purposes of section 504 of the
National Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3094)
during fiscal year 2018 until the enactment of
the Intelligence Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2018.

SEC. 8070. None of the funds provided in
this Act shall be available for obligation or
expenditure through a reprogramming of
funds that creates or initiates a new pro-
gram, project, or activity unless such pro-
gram, project, or activity must be under-
taken immediately in the interest of na-
tional security and only after written prior
notification to the congressional defense
committees.

SEC. 8071. The budget of the President for
fiscal year 2018 submitted to the Congress
pursuant to section 1105 of title 31, United
States Code, shall include separate budget
justification documents for costs of United
States Armed Forces’ participation in con-
tingency operations for the Military Per-
sonnel accounts, the Operation and Mainte-
nance accounts, the Procurement accounts,
and the Research, Development, Test and
Evaluation accounts: Provided, That these
documents shall include a description of the
funding requested for each contingency oper-
ation, for each military service, to include
all Active and Reserve components, and for
each appropriations account: Provided fur-
ther, That these documents shall include es-
timated costs for each element of expense or
object class, a reconciliation of increases and
decreases for each contingency operation,
and programmatic data including, but not
limited to, troop strength for each Active
and Reserve component, and estimates of the
major weapons systems deployed in support
of each contingency: Provided further, That
these documents shall include budget exhib-
its OP-5 and OP-32 (as defined in the Depart-
ment of Defense Financial Management Reg-
ulation) for all contingency operations for
the budget year and the two preceding fiscal
years.

SEC. 8072. None of the funds in this Act
may be used for research, development, test,
evaluation, procurement or deployment of
nuclear armed interceptors of a missile de-
fense system.

SEC. 8073. Notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of this Act, to reflect savings due to
favorable foreign exchange rates, the total
amount appropriated in this Act is hereby
reduced by $289,000,000.

SEC. 8074. None of the funds appropriated
or made available in this Act shall be used to
reduce or disestablish the operation of the
53rd Weather Reconnaissance Squadron of
the Air Force Reserve, if such action would
reduce the WC-130 Weather Reconnaissance
mission below the levels funded in this Act:
Provided, That the Air Force shall allow the
53rd Weather Reconnaissance Squadron to
perform other missions in support of na-
tional defense requirements during the non-
hurricane season.

SEC. 8075. None of the funds provided in
this Act shall be available for integration of
foreign intelligence information unless the
information has been lawfully collected and
processed during the conduct of authorized
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foreign intelligence activities: Provided, That
information pertaining to United States per-
sons shall only be handled in accordance
with protections provided in the Fourth
Amendment of the United States Constitu-
tion as implemented through Executive
Order No. 12333.

SEC. 8076. (a) None of the funds appro-
priated by this Act may be used to transfer
research and development, acquisition, or
other program authority relating to current
tactical unmanned aerial vehicles (TUAVs)
from the Army.

(b) The Army shall retain responsibility
for and operational control of the MQ-1C
Gray Eagle Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV)
in order to support the Secretary of Defense
in matters relating to the employment of un-
manned aerial vehicles.

SEC. 8077. None of the funds appropriated
by this Act for programs of the Office of the
Director of National Intelligence shall re-
main available for obligation beyond the
current fiscal year, except for funds appro-
priated for research and technology, which
shall remain available until September 30,
2019.

SEc. 8078. For purposes of section 1553(b) of
title 31, United States Code, any subdivision
of appropriations made in this Act under the
heading ‘‘Shipbuilding and Conversion,
Navy” shall be considered to be for the same
purpose as any subdivision under the heading
“Shipbuilding and Conversion, Navy’’ appro-
priations in any prior fiscal year, and the 1
percent limitation shall apply to the total
amount of the appropriation.

SEC. 8079. (a) Not later than 60 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Direc-
tor of National Intelligence shall submit a
report to the congressional intelligence com-
mittees to establish the baseline for applica-
tion of reprogramming and transfer authori-
ties for fiscal year 2018: Provided, That the
report shall include—

(1) a table for each appropriation with a
separate column to display the President’s
budget request, adjustments made by Con-
gress, adjustments due to enacted rescis-
sions, if appropriate, and the fiscal year en-
acted level;

(2) a delineation in the table for each ap-
propriation by Expenditure Center and
project; and

(3) an identification of items of special
congressional interest.

(b) None of the funds provided for the Na-
tional Intelligence Program in this Act shall
be available for reprogramming or transfer
until the report identified in subsection (a) is
submitted to the congressional intelligence
committees, unless the Director of National
Intelligence certifies in writing to the con-
gressional intelligence committees that such
reprogramming or transfer is necessary as an
emergency requirement.

SEC. 8080. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to eliminate, re-
structure, or realign Army Contracting Com-
mand—New Jersey or make disproportionate
personnel reductions at any Army Con-
tracting Command—New Jersey sites with-
out 30-day prior notification to the congres-
sional defense committees.

(RESCISSION)

SEC. 8081. Of the unobligated balances
available to the Department of Defense, the
following funds are permanently rescinded
from the following accounts and programs in
the specified amounts to reflect excess cash
balances in the Department of Defense Ac-
quisition Workforce Development Fund:

From ‘“‘Department of Defense Acquisition
Workforce Development Fund, Defense”,
$10,000,000.

SEC. 8082. None of the funds made available
by this Act for excess defense articles, assist-
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ance under section 333 of title 10, United
States Code, or peacekeeping operations for
the countries designated annually to be in
violation of the standards of the Child Sol-
diers Prevention Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-
457; 22 U.S.C. 2370c-1) may be used to support
any military training or operation that in-
cludes child soldiers, as defined by the Child
Soldiers Prevention Act of 2008, unless such
assistance is otherwise permitted under sec-
tion 404 of the Child Soldiers Prevention Act
of 2008.

SEC. 8083. (a) None of the funds provided for
the National Intelligence Program in this or
any prior appropriations Act shall be avail-
able for obligation or expenditure through a
reprogramming or transfer of funds in ac-
cordance with section 102A(d) of the National
Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3024(d)) that—

(1) creates a new start effort;

(2) terminates a program with appropriated
funding of $10,000,000 or more;

(3) transfers funding into or out of the Na-
tional Intelligence Program; or

(4) transfers funding between appropria-
tions, unless the congressional intelligence
committees are notified 30 days in advance
of such reprogramming of funds; this notifi-
cation period may be reduced for urgent na-
tional security requirements.

(b) None of the funds provided for the Na-
tional Intelligence Program in this or any
prior appropriations Act shall be available
for obligation or expenditure through a re-
programming or transfer of funds in accord-
ance with section 102A(d) of the National Se-
curity Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3024(d)) that re-
sults in a cumulative increase or decrease of
the levels specified in the classified annex
accompanying the Act unless the congres-
sional intelligence committees are notified
30 days in advance of such reprogramming of
funds; this notification period may be re-
duced for urgent national security require-
ments.

SEC. 8084. The Director of National Intel-
ligence shall submit to Congress each year,
at or about the time that the President’s
budget is submitted to Congress that year
under section 1105(a) of title 31, United
States Code, a future-years intelligence pro-
gram (including associated annexes) reflect-
ing the estimated expenditures and proposed
appropriations included in that budget. Any
such future-years intelligence program shall
cover the fiscal year with respect to which
the budget is submitted and at least the four
succeeding fiscal years.

SEC. 8085. For the purposes of this Act, the
term ‘‘congressional intelligence commit-
tees”” means the Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence of the House of Rep-
resentatives, the Select Committee on Intel-
ligence of the Senate, the Subcommittee on
Defense of the Committee on Appropriations
of the House of Representatives, and the
Subcommittee on Defense of the Committee
on Appropriations of the Senate.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 8086. During the current fiscal year,
not to exceed $11,000,000 from each of the ap-
propriations made in title II of this Act for
‘“‘Operation and Maintenance, Army”’, ‘‘Oper-
ation and Maintenance, Navy’’, and ‘‘Oper-
ation and Maintenance, Air Force’” may be
transferred by the military department con-
cerned to its central fund established for
Fisher Houses and Suites pursuant to section
2493(d) of title 10, United States Code.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 8087. Not to exceed $500,000,000 appro-
priated by this Act for operation and mainte-
nance may be available for the purpose of
making remittances and transfer to the De-
fense Acquisition Workforce Development
Fund in accordance with section 1705 of title
10, United States Code.
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SEC. 8088. (a) Any agency receiving funds
made available in this Act, shall, subject to
subsections (b) and (c), post on the public
website of that agency any report required
to be submitted by the Congress in this or
any other Act, upon the determination by
the head of the agency that it shall serve the
national interest.

(b) Subsection (a) shall not apply to a re-
port if—

(1) the public posting of the report com-
promises national security; or

(2) the report contains proprietary infor-
madtion.

(c) The head of the agency posting such re-
port shall do so only after such report has
been made available to the requesting Com-
mittee or Committees of Congress for no less
than 45 days.

SEC. 8089. (a) None of the funds appro-
priated or otherwise made available by this
Act may be expended for any Federal con-
tract for an amount in excess of $1,000,000,
unless the contractor agrees not to—

(1) enter into any agreement with any of
its employees or independent contractors
that requires, as a condition of employment,
that the employee or independent contractor
agree to resolve through arbitration any
claim under title VII of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964 or any tort related to or arising out
of sexual assault or harassment, including
assault and battery, intentional infliction of
emotional distress, false imprisonment, or
negligent hiring, supervision, or retention;
or

(2) take any action to enforce any provi-
sion of an existing agreement with an em-
ployee or independent contractor that man-
dates that the employee or independent con-
tractor resolve through arbitration any
claim under title VII of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964 or any tort related to or arising out
of sexual assault or harassment, including
assault and battery, intentional infliction of
emotional distress, false imprisonment, or
negligent hiring, supervision, or retention.

(b) None of the funds appropriated or oth-
erwise made available by this Act may be ex-
pended for any Federal contract unless the
contractor certifies that it requires each
covered subcontractor to agree not to enter
into, and not to take any action to enforce
any provision of, any agreement as described
in paragraphs (1) and (2) of subsection (a),
with respect to any employee or independent
contractor performing work related to such
subcontract. For purposes of this subsection,
a ‘‘covered subcontractor’ is an entity that
has a subcontract in excess of $1,000,000 on a
contract subject to subsection (a).

(c) The prohibitions in this section do not
apply with respect to a contractor’s or sub-
contractor’s agreements with employees or
independent contractors that may not be en-
forced in a court of the United States.

(d) The Secretary of Defense may waive
the application of subsection (a) or (b) to a
particular contractor or subcontractor for
the purposes of a particular contract or sub-
contract if the Secretary or the Deputy Sec-
retary personally determines that the waiver
is necessary to avoid harm to national secu-
rity interests of the United States, and that
the term of the contract or subcontract is
not longer than necessary to avoid such
harm. The determination shall set forth with
specificity the grounds for the waiver and for
the contract or subcontract term selected,
and shall state any alternatives considered
in lieu of a waiver and the reasons each such
alternative would not avoid harm to na-
tional security interests of the United
States. The Secretary of Defense shall trans-
mit to Congress, and simultaneously make
public, any determination under this sub-
section not less than 15 business days before
the contract or subcontract addressed in the
determination may be awarded.
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(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 8090. From within the funds appro-
priated for operation and maintenance for
the Defense Health Program in this Act, up
to $115,519,000, shall be available for transfer
to the Joint Department of Defense-Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Medical Facility
Demonstration Fund in accordance with the
provisions of section 1704 of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010,
Public Law 111-84: Provided, That for pur-
poses of section 1704(b), the facility oper-
ations funded are operations of the inte-
grated Captain James A. Lovell Federal
Health Care Center, consisting of the North
Chicago Veterans Affairs Medical Center, the
Navy Ambulatory Care Center, and sup-
porting facilities designated as a combined
Federal medical facility as described by sec-
tion 706 of Public Law 110-417: Provided fur-
ther, That additional funds may be trans-
ferred from funds appropriated for operation
and maintenance for the Defense Health Pro-
gram to the Joint Department of Defense-
Department of Veterans Affairs Medical Fa-
cility Demonstration Fund upon written no-
tification by the Secretary of Defense to the
Committees on Appropriations of the House
of Representatives and the Senate.

SEC. 8091. None of the funds appropriated
or otherwise made available by this Act may
be used by the Department of Defense or a
component thereof in contravention of the
provisions of section 130h of title 10, United
States Code.

SEC. 8092. Appropriations available to the
Department of Defense may be used for the
purchase of heavy and light armored vehicles
for the physical security of personnel or for
force protection purposes up to a limit of
$450,000 per vehicle, notwithstanding price or
other limitations applicable to the purchase
of passenger carrying vehicles.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 8093. Upon a determination by the Di-
rector of National Intelligence that such ac-
tion is necessary and in the national inter-
est, the Director may, with the approval of
the Office of Management and Budget, trans-
fer not to exceed $1,500,000,000 of the funds
made available in this Act for the National
Intelligence Program: Provided, That such
authority to transfer may not be used unless
for higher priority items, based on unfore-
seen intelligence requirements, than those
for which originally appropriated and in no
case where the item for which funds are re-
quested has been denied by the Congress:
Provided further, That a request for multiple
reprogrammings of funds using authority
provided in this section shall be made prior
to June 30, 2017.

SEC. 8094. None of the funds appropriated
or otherwise made available in this or any
other Act may be used to transfer, release,
or assist in the transfer or release to or with-
in the United States, its territories, or pos-
sessions Khalid Sheikh Mohammed or any
other detainee who—

(1) is not a United States citizen or a mem-
ber of the Armed Forces of the United
States; and

(2) is or was held on or after June 24, 2009,
at United States Naval Station, Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba, by the Department of Defense.

SEC. 8095. (a) None of the funds appro-
priated or otherwise made available in this
or any other Act may be used to construct,
acquire, or modify any facility in the United
States, its territories, or possessions to
house any individual described in subsection
(c) for the purposes of detention or imprison-
ment in the custody or under the effective
control of the Department of Defense.

(b) The prohibition in subsection (a) shall
not apply to any modification of facilities at
United States Naval Station, Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba.
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(¢c) An individual described in this sub-
section is any individual who, as of June 24,
2009, is located at United States Naval Sta-
tion, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and who—

(1) is not a citizen of the United States or
a member of the Armed Forces of the United
States; and

(2) is—

(A) in the custody or under the effective
control of the Department of Defense; or

(B) otherwise under detention at United
States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba.

SEC. 8096. None of the funds appropriated
or otherwise made available in this Act may
be used to transfer any individual detained
at United States Naval Station Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba, to the custody or control of the
individual’s country of origin, any other for-
eign country, or any other foreign entity ex-
cept in accordance with section 1034 of the
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2016 (Public Law 114-92) and section
1034 of the National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law 114-328).

SEC. 8097. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used in contravention of
the War Powers Resolution (60 U.S.C. 1541 et

seq.).

SEC. 8098. (a) None of the funds appro-
priated or otherwise made available by this
or any other Act may be used by the Sec-
retary of Defense, or any other official or of-
ficer of the Department of Defense, to enter
into a contract, memorandum of under-
standing, or cooperative agreement with, or
make a grant to, or provide a loan or loan
guarantee to Rosoboronexport or any sub-
sidiary of Rosoboronexport.

(b) The Secretary of Defense may waive
the limitation in subsection (a) if the Sec-
retary, in consultation with the Secretary of
State and the Director of National Intel-
ligence, determines that it is in the vital na-
tional security interest of the United States
to do so, and certifies in writing to the con-
gressional defense committees that, to the
best of the Secretary’s knowledge:

(1) Rosoboronexport has ceased the trans-
fer of lethal military equipment to, and the
maintenance of existing lethal military
equipment for, the Government of the Syrian
Arab Republic;

(2) The armed forces of the Russian Federa-
tion have withdrawn from Crimea, other
than armed forces present on military bases
subject to agreements in force between the
Government of the Russian Federation and
the Government of Ukraine; and

(3) Agents of the Russian Federation have
ceased taking active measures to destabilize
the control of the Government of Ukraine
over eastern Ukraine.

(c) The Inspector General of the Depart-
ment of Defense shall conduct a review of
any action involving Rosoboronexport with
respect to a waiver issued by the Secretary
of Defense pursuant to subsection (b), and
not later than 90 days after the date on
which such a waiver is issued by the Sec-
retary of Defense, the Inspector General
shall submit to the congressional defense
committees a report containing the results
of the review conducted with respect to such
waiver.

SEC. 8099. None of the funds made available
in this Act may be used for the purchase or
manufacture of a flag of the United States
unless such flags are treated as covered
items under section 2533a(b) of title 10,
United States Code.

SEC. 8100. (a) Of the funds appropriated in
this Act for the Department of Defense,
amounts may be made available, under such
regulations as the Secretary of Defense may
prescribe, to local military commanders ap-
pointed by the Secretary, or by an officer or
employee designated by the Secretary, to
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provide at their discretion ex gratia pay-
ments in amounts consistent with subsection
(d) of this section for damage, personal in-
jury, or death that is incident to combat op-
erations of the Armed Forces in a foreign
country.

(b) An ex gratia payment under this sec-
tion may be provided only if—

(1) the prospective foreign civilian recipi-
ent is determined by the local military com-
mander to be friendly to the United States;

(2) a claim for damages would not be com-
pensable under chapter 163 of title 10, United
States Code (commonly known as the ‘‘For-
eign Claims Act’’); and

(3) the property damage, personal injury,
or death was not caused by action by an
enemy.

(c) NATURE OF PAYMENTS.—Any payments
provided under a program under subsection
(a) shall not be considered an admission or
acknowledgement of any legal obligation to
compensate for any damage, personal injury,
or death.

(d) AMOUNT OF PAYMENTS.—If the Sec-
retary of Defense determines a program
under subsection (a) to be appropriate in a
particular setting, the amounts of payments,
if any, to be provided to civilians determined
to have suffered harm incident to combat op-
erations of the Armed Forces under the pro-
gram should be determined pursuant to regu-
lations prescribed by the Secretary and
based on an assessment, which should in-
clude such factors as cultural appropriate-
ness and prevailing economic conditions.

(e) LEGAL ADVICE.—Local military com-
manders shall receive legal advice before
making ex gratia payments under this sub-
section. The legal advisor, under regulations
of the Department of Defense, shall advise on
whether an ex gratia payment is proper
under this section and applicable Depart-
ment of Defense regulations.

(f) WRITTEN RECORD.—A written record of
any ex gratia payment offered or denied
shall be kept by the local commander and on
a timely basis submitted to the appropriate
office in the Department of Defense as deter-
mined by the Secretary of Defense.

(g) REPORT.—The Secretary of Defense
shall report to the congressional defense
committees on an annual basis the efficacy
of the ex gratia payment program including
the number of types of cases considered,
amounts offered, the response from ex gratia
payment recipients, and any recommended
modifications to the program.

SEC. 8101. None of the funds available in
this Act to the Department of Defense, other
than appropriations made for necessary or
routine refurbishments, upgrades or mainte-
nance activities, shall be used to reduce or to
prepare to reduce the number of deployed
and non-deployed strategic delivery vehicles
and launchers below the levels set forth in
the report submitted to Congress in accord-
ance with section 1042 of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2012.

SEC. 8102. The Secretary of Defense shall
post grant awards on a public Website in a
searchable format.

SEC. 8103. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to fund the perform-
ance of a flight demonstration team at a lo-
cation outside of the United States: Provided,
That this prohibition applies only if a per-
formance of a flight demonstration team at
a location within the United States was can-
celed during the current fiscal year due to
insufficient funding.

SEC. 8104. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used by the National Se-
curity Agency to—

(1) conduct an acquisition pursuant to sec-
tion 702 of the Foreign Intelligence Surveil-
lance Act of 1978 for the purpose of targeting
a United States person; or
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(2) acquire, monitor, or store the contents
(as such term is defined in section 2510(8) of
title 18, United States Code) of any elec-
tronic communication of a United States
person from a provider of electronic commu-
nication services to the public pursuant to
section 501 of the Foreign Intelligence Sur-
veillance Act of 1978.

SEC. 8105. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be obligated or expended to
implement the Arms Trade Treaty until the
Senate approves a resolution of ratification
for the Treaty.

SEC. 8106. None of the funds made available
in this or any other Act may be used to pay
the salary of any officer or employee of any
agency funded by this Act who approves or
implements the transfer of administrative
responsibilities or budgetary resources of
any program, project, or activity financed by
this Act to the jurisdiction of another Fed-
eral agency not financed by this Act unless
explicity provided for in a Defense Appro-
priations Act: Provided, That this limitation
shall not apply to transfers of funds ex-
pressly provided for in Defense Appropria-
tions Acts, or provisions of Acts providing
supplemental appropriations for the Depart-
ment of Defense.

SEC. 8107. None of the funds made available
in this Act may be obligated for activities
authorized under section 1208 of the Ronald
W. Reagan National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2005 (Public Law 112-81;
125 Stat. 1621) to initiate support for, or ex-
pand support to, foreign forces, irregular
forces, groups, or individuals unless the con-
gressional defense committees are notified in
accordance with the direction contained in
the classified annex accompanying this Act,
not less than 15 days before initiating such
support: Provided, That none of the funds
made available in this Act may be used
under section 1208 for any activity that is
not in support of an ongoing military oper-
ation being conducted by United States Spe-
cial Operations Forces to combat terrorism:
Provided further, That the Secretary of De-
fense may waive the prohibitions in this sec-
tion if the Secretary determines that such
waiver is required by extraordinary -cir-
cumstances and, by not later than 72 hours
after making such waiver, notifies the con-
gressional defense committees of such waiv-
er.

SEC. 8108. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used with respect to Iraq
in contravention of the War Powers Resolu-
tion (60 U.S.C. 1541 et seq.), including for the
introduction of United States armed forces
into hostilities in Iraq, into situations in
Iraq where imminent involvement in hos-
tilities is clearly indicated by the cir-
cumstances, or into Iraqi territory, airspace,
or waters while equipped for combat, in con-
travention of the congressional consultation
and reporting requirements of sections 3 and
4 of such Resolution (60 U.S.C. 1542 and 1543).

SEC. 8109. None of the funds provided in
this Act for the T-AO Fleet Oiler or the Tow-
ing, Salvage, and Rescue Ship programs shall
be used to award a new contract that pro-
vides for the acquisition of the following
components unless those components are
manufactured in the United States: Auxil-
iary equipment (including pumps) for ship-
board services; propulsion equipment (in-
cluding engines, reduction gears, and propel-
lers); shipboard cranes; and spreaders for
shipboard cranes.

SEC. 8110. The amount appropriated in title
II of this Act for ‘‘Operation and Mainte-
nance, Army” is hereby reduced Dby
$75,000,000 to reflect excess cash balances in
Department of Defense Working Capital
Funds.

SEC. 8111. Notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of this Act, to reflect savings due to
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lower than anticipated fuel costs, the total
amount appropriated in title II of this Act is
hereby reduced by $1,007,267,000.

SEC. 8112. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used for Government
Travel Charge Card expenses by military or
civilian personnel of the Department of De-
fense for gaming, or for entertainment that
includes topless or nude entertainers or par-
ticipants, as prohibited by Department of
Defense FMR, Volume 9, Chapter 3 and De-
partment of Defense Instruction 1015.10 (en-
closure 3, 14a and 14b).

SEC. 8113. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to propose, plan for,
or execute a new or additional Base Realign-
ment and Closure (BRAC) round.

SEC. 8114. Of the amounts appropriated in
this Act for ‘‘Operation and Maintenance,
Navy’’, $289,255,000, to remain available until
expended, may be used for any purposes re-
lated to the National Defense Reserve Fleet
established under section 11 of the Merchant
Ship Sales Act of 1946 (50 U.S.C. 4405): Pro-
vided, That such amounts are available for
reimbursements to the Ready Reserve Force,
Maritime Administration account of the
United States Department of Transportation
for programs, projects, activities, and ex-
penses related to the National Defense Re-
serve Fleet.

SEC. 8115. None of the funds made available
by this Act for the Joint Surveillance Target
Attack Radar System recapitalization pro-
gram may be obligated or expended for pre-
milestone B activities after March 31, 2018,
except for source selection and other activi-
ties necessary to enter the engineering and
manufacturing development phase.

SEC. 8116. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to carry out the clo-
sure or realignment of the United States
Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 8117. Additional readiness funds made
available in title II of this Act for ‘‘Oper-
ation and Maintenance, Army’’, ‘‘Operation
and Maintenance, Navy’, ‘Operation and
Maintenance, Marine Corps’’, and ‘‘Operation
and Maintenance, Air Force” may be trans-
ferred to and merged with any appropriation
of the Department of Defense for activities
related to the Zika virus in order to provide
health support for the full range of military
operations and sustain the health of the
members of the Armed Forces, civilian em-
ployees of the Department of Defense, and
their families, to include: research and de-
velopment, disease surveillance, vaccine de-
velopment, rapid detection, vector controls
and surveillance, training, and outbreak re-
sponse: Provided, That the authority pro-
vided in this section is subject to the same
terms and conditions as the authority pro-
vided in section 8005 of this Act.

SEC. 8118. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able in this Act may be used to maintain or
establish a computer network unless such
network is designed to block access to por-
nography websites.

(b) Nothing in subsection (a) shall limit
the use of funds necessary for any Federal,
State, tribal, or local law enforcement agen-
cy or any other entity carrying out criminal
investigations, prosecution, or adjudication
activities, or for any activity necessary for
the national defense, including intelligence
activities.

SEC. 8119. Notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of law, any transfer of funds appro-
priated or otherwise made available by this
Act to the Global Engagement Center pursu-
ant to section 1287 of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (Pub-
lic Law 114-328) shall be made in accordance
with section 8005 or 9002 of this Act, as appli-
cable.
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SEC. 8120. No amounts credited or other-
wise made available in this or any other Act
to the Department of Defense Acquisition
Workforce Development Fund may be trans-
ferred to:

(1) the Rapid Prototyping Fund established
under section 804(d) of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016 (10
U.S.C. 2302 note); or

(2) credited to a military-department spe-
cific fund established under section 804(d)(2)
of the National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2016 (as amended by section
897 of the National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2017).

(INCLUDING TRANSFER FUND)

SEC. 8121. In addition to amounts provided
elsewhere in this Act for military personnel
pay, including active duty, reserve and Na-
tional Guard personnel, $206,400,000 is hereby
appropriated to the Department of Defense
and made available for transfer only to mili-
tary personnel accounts: Provided, That the
transfer authority provided under this head-
ing is in addition to any other transfer au-
thority provided elsewhere in this Act.

SEC. 8122. In addition to amounts provided
elsewhere in this Act, there is appropriated
$235,000,000, for an additional amount for
“Operation and Maintenance, Defense-
Wide”’, to remain available until expended:
Provided, That such funds shall only be avail-
able to the Secretary of Defense, acting
through the Office of Economic Adjustment
of the Department of Defense, or for transfer
to the Secretary of Education, notwith-
standing any other provision of law, to make
grants, conclude cooperative agreements, or
supplement other Federal funds to construct,
renovate, repair, or expand elementary and
secondary public schools on military instal-
lations in order to address capacity or facil-
ity condition deficiencies at such schools:
Provided further, That in making such funds
available, the Office of Economic Adjust-
ment or the Secretary of Education shall
give priority consideration to those military
installations with schools having the most
serious capacity or facility condition defi-
ciencies as determined by the Secretary of
Defense: Provided further, That as a condition
of receiving funds under this section a local
educational agency or State shall provide a
matching share as described in the notice ti-
tled ‘“‘Department of Defense Program for
Construction, Renovation, Repair or Expan-
sion of Public Schools Located on Military
Installations’ published by the Department
of Defense in the Federal Register on Sep-
tember 9, 2011 (76 Fed. Reg. 55883 et seq.): Pro-
vided further, That these provisions apply to
funds provided under this section, and to
funds previously provided by Congress to
construct, renovate, repair, or expand ele-
mentary and secondary public schools on
military installations in order to address ca-
pacity or facility condition deficiencies at
such schools to the extent such funds remain
unobligated on the date of enactment of this
section.

SEC. 8123. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to carry out the
changes to the Joint Travel Regulations of
the Department of Defense described in the
memorandum of the Per Diem Travel and
Transportation Allowance Committee titled
“UTD/CTD for MAP 118-13/CAP 118-13 - Flat
Rate Per Diem for Long Term TDY” and
dated October 1, 2014.

SEC. 8124. In carrying out the program de-
scribed in the memorandum on the subject of
“Policy for Assisted Reproductive Services
for the Benefit of Seriously or Severely Ill/
Injured (Category II or III) Active Duty
Service Members” issued by the Assistant
Secretary of Defense for Health Affairs on
April 3, 2012, and the guidance issued to im-
plement such memorandum, the Secretary of
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Defense shall apply such policy and guid-
ance, except that—

(1) the limitation on periods regarding em-
bryo cryopreservation and storage set forth
in part III(G) and in part IV(H) of such
memorandum shall not apply; and

(2) the term ‘‘assisted reproductive tech-
nology”’ shall include embryo
cryopreservation and storage without limita-

tion on the duration of such
cryopreservation and storage.
TITLE IX

OVERSEAS CONTINGENCY OPERATIONS/
GLOBAL WAR ON TERRORISM
MILITARY PERSONNEL
MILITARY PERSONNEL, ARMY

For an additional amount for ‘‘Military
Personnel, Army’’, $2,635,317,000: Provided,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress for Overseas Contingency Operations/
Global War on Terrorism pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

MILITARY PERSONNEL, NAVY

For an additional amount for ‘‘Military
Personnel, Navy’’, $377,857,000: Provided, That
such amount is designated by the Congress
for Overseas Contingency Operations/Global
War on Terrorism pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)({i) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

MILITARY PERSONNEL, MARINE CORPS

For an additional amount for ‘‘Military
Personnel, Marine Corps’, $103,800,000: Pro-
vided, That such amount is designated by the
Congress for Overseas Contingency Oper-
ations/Global War on Terrorism pursuant to
section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budg-
et and Emergency Deficit Control Act of
1985.

MILITARY PERSONNEL, AIR FORCE

For an additional amount for ‘‘Military
Personnel, Air Force’, $912,779,000: Provided,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress for Overseas Contingency Operations/
Global War on Terrorism pursuant to section
261(b)(2)(A)({i) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

RESERVE PERSONNEL, ARMY

For an additional amount for ‘‘Reserve
Personnel, Army’’, $24,942,000: Provided, That
such amount is designated by the Congress
for Overseas Contingency Operations/Global
War on Terrorism pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

RESERVE PERSONNEL, NAVY

For an additional amount for ‘‘Reserve
Personnel, Navy’, $9,091,000: Provided, That
such amount is designated by the Congress
for Overseas Contingency Operations/Global
War on Terrorism pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

RESERVE PERSONNEL, MARINE CORPS

For an additional amount for ‘‘Reserve
Personnel, Marine Corps’, $2,328,000: Pro-
vided, That such amount is designated by the
Congress for Overseas Contingency Oper-
ations/Global War on Terrorism pursuant to
section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budg-
et and Emergency Deficit Control Act of
1985.

RESERVE PERSONNEL, AIR FORCE

For an additional amount for ‘‘Reserve
Personnel, Air Force’’, $20,569,000: Provided,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress for Overseas Contingency Operations/
Global War on Terrorism pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

NATIONAL GUARD PERSONNEL, ARMY

For an additional amount for ‘‘National

Guard Personnel, Army’’, $184,589,000: Pro-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

vided, That such amount is designated by the
Congress for Overseas Contingency Oper-
ations/Global War on Terrorism pursuant to
section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budg-
et and Emergency Deficit Control Act of
1985.

NATIONAL GUARD PERSONNEL, AIR FORCE

For an additional amount for ‘‘National
Guard Personnel, Air Force’’, $5,004,000: Pro-
vided, That such amount is designated by the
Congress for Overseas Contingency Oper-
ations/Global War on Terrorism pursuant to
section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budg-
et and Emergency Deficit Control Act of
1985.

MILITARY PERSONNEL, NATIONAL DEFENSE

RESTORATION FUND
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

In addition to amounts provided elsewhere
in this Act, there is appropriated
$1,000,000,000, for the ‘‘Military Personnel,
National Defense Restoration Fund’: Pro-
vided, That such funds provided under this
heading shall only be available for programs,
projects and activities necessary to imple-
ment the 2018 National Defense Strategy:
Provided further, That such funds shall not be
available for transfer until 30 days after the
Secretary has submitted, and the congres-
sional defense committees have approved,
the proposed allocation plan for the use of
such funds to implement such strategy: Pro-
vided further, That such allocation plan shall
include a detailed justification for the use of
such funds and a description of how such in-
vestments are necessary to implement the
strategy: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary of Defense may transfer these funds
only to military personnel accounts: Pro-
vided further, That the funds transferred
shall be merged with and shall be available
for the same purposes and for the same time
period, as the appropriation to which trans-
ferred: Provided further, That none of the
funds made available under this heading may
be transferred to any program, project, or
activity specifically limited or denied by
this Act: Provided further, That the transfer
authority provided under this heading is in
addition to any other transfer authority
available to the Department of Defense: Pro-
vided further, That such amount is des-
ignated by the Congress for Overseas Contin-
gency Operations/Global War on Terrorism
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, ARMY

For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation
and Maintenance, Army”’, $16,126,403,000: Pro-
vided, That such amount is designated by the
Congress for Overseas Contingency Oper-
ations/Global War on Terrorism pursuant to
section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budg-
et and Emergency Deficit Control Act of
1985.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, NAVY

For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation
and Maintenance, Navy”’, $5,875,015,000, of
which up to $161,885,000 may be transferred to
the Coast Guard ‘‘Operating Expenses’ ac-
count: Provided, That such amount is des-
ignated by the Congress for Overseas Contin-
gency Operations/Global War on Terrorism
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, MARINE CORPS

For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation
and Maintenance, Marine Corps”’,
$1,116,640,000: Provided, That such amount is
designated by the Congress for Overseas Con-
tingency Operations/Global War on Ter-
rorism pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of
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the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, AIR FORCE

For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation
and Maintenance, Air Force”’, $10,266,295,000:
Provided, That such amount is designated by
the Congress for Overseas Contingency Oper-
ations/Global War on Terrorism pursuant to
section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budg-
et and Emergency Deficit Control Act of
1985.
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, DEFENSE-WIDE

For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation
and Maintenance, Defense-Wide”’,
$6,944,201,000: Provided, That of the funds pro-
vided under this heading, not to exceed
$900,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2019, shall be for payments to re-
imburse Kkey cooperating nations for
logistical, military, and other support, in-
cluding access, provided to United States
military and stability operations in Afghani-
stan and to counter the Islamic State of Iraq
and the Levant: Provided further, That such
reimbursement payments may be made in
such amounts as the Secretary of Defense,
with the concurrence of the Secretary of
State, and in consultation with the Director
of the Office of Management and Budget,
may determine, based on documentation de-
termined by the Secretary of Defense to ade-
quately account for the support provided,
and such determination is final and conclu-
sive upon the accounting officers of the
United States, and 15 days following notifi-
cation to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees: Provided further, That funds pro-
vided under this heading may be used for the
purpose of providing specialized training and
procuring supplies and specialized equipment
and providing such supplies and loaning such
equipment on a non-reimbursable basis to
coalition forces supporting United States
military and stability operations in Afghani-
stan and to counter the Islamic State of Irag
and the Levant, and 15 days following notifi-
cation to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees: Provided further, That funds pro-
vided under this heading may be used to sup-
port the Government of Jordan, in such
amounts as the Secretary of Defense may de-
termine, to enhance the ability of the armed
forces of Jordan to increase or sustain secu-
rity along its borders, upon 15 days prior
written notification to the congressional de-
fense committees outlining the amounts in-
tended to be provided and the nature of the
expenses incurred: Provided further, That of
the funds provided under this heading, not to
exceed $750,000,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2019, shall be available to pro-
vide support and assistance to foreign secu-
rity forces or other groups or individuals to
conduct, support, or facilitate counterter-
rorism, crisis response, or other Department
of Defense security cooperation programs:
Provided further, That such amount is des-
ignated by the Congress for Overseas Contin-
gency Operations/Global War on Terrorism
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, ARMY

RESERVE
For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation
and Maintenance, Army Reserve”’,

$24,699,000: Provided, That such amount is
designated by the Congress for Overseas Con-
tingency Operations/Global War on Ter-
rorism pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)({i) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, NAVY RESERVE
For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation
and Maintenance, Navy Reserve’’, $23,980,000:
Provided, That such amount is designated by
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the Congress for Overseas Contingency Oper-
ations/Global War on Terrorism pursuant to
section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budg-
et and Emergency Deficit Control Act of
1985.
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, MARINE CORPS
RESERVE

For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation
and Maintenance, Marine Corps Reserve’’,
$3,367,000: Provided, That such amount is des-
ignated by the Congress for Overseas Contin-
gency Operations/Global War on Terrorism
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, AIR FORCE

RESERVE

For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation
and Maintenance, Air Force Reserve”’,
$568,623,000: Provided, That such amount is
designated by the Congress for Overseas Con-
tingency Operations/Global War on Ter-
rorism pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, ARMY
NATIONAL GUARD

For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation
and Maintenance, Army National Guard”,
$108,111,000: Provided, That such amount is
designated by the Congress for Overseas Con-
tingency Operations/Global War on Ter-
rorism pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, AIR NATIONAL

GUARD

For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation
and Maintenance, Air National Guard”,
$15,400,000: Provided, That such amount is
designated by the Congress for Overseas Con-
tingency Operations/Global War on Ter-
rorism pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, NATIONAL

DEFENSE RESTORATION FUND

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

In addition to amounts provided elsewhere
in this Act, there is  appropriated
$2,000,000,000, for the ‘“‘Operation and Mainte-
nance, National Defense Restoration Fund’’:
Provided, That such funds provided under
this heading shall only be available for pro-
grams, projects and activities necessary to
implement the 2018 National Defense Strat-
egy: Provided further, That such funds shall
not be available for transfer until 30 days
after the Secretary has submitted, and the
congressional defense committees have ap-
proved, the proposed allocation plan for the
use of such funds to implement such strat-
egy: Provided further, That such allocation
plan shall include a detailed justification for
the use of such funds and a description of
how such investments are necessary to im-
plement the strategy: Provided further, That
the Secretary of Defense may transfer these
funds only to operation and maintenance ac-
counts: Provided further, That the funds
transferred shall be merged with and shall be
available for the same purposes and for the
same time period, as the appropriation to
which transferred: Provided further, That
none of the funds made available under this
heading may be transferred to any program,
project, or activity specifically limited or
denied by this Act: Provided further, That the
transfer authority provided under this head-
ing is in addition to any other transfer au-
thority available to the Department of De-
fense: Provided further, That such amount is
designated by the Congress for Overseas Con-
tingency Operations/Global War on Ter-
rorism pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of
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the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.
AFGHANISTAN SECURITY FORCES FUND

For the ¢‘Afghanistan Security Forces
Fund”, $4,937,515,000 (reduced by $12,000,000),
to remain available until September 30, 2019:
Provided, That such funds shall be available
to the Secretary of Defense, notwithstanding
any other provision of law, for the purpose of
allowing the Commander, Combined Secu-
rity Transition Command—Afghanistan, or
the Secretary’s designee, to provide assist-
ance, with the concurrence of the Secretary
of State, to the security forces of Afghani-
stan, including the provision of equipment,
supplies, services, training, facility and in-
frastructure repair, renovation, construc-
tion, and funding: Provided further, That the
Secretary of Defense may obligate and ex-
pend funds made available to the Depart-
ment of Defense in this title for additional
costs associated with existing projects pre-
viously funded with amounts provided under
the heading ‘‘Afghanistan Infrastructure
Fund” in prior Acts: Provided further, That
such costs shall be limited to contract
changes resulting from inflation, market
fluctuation, rate adjustments, and other nec-
essary contract actions to complete existing
projects, and associated supervision and ad-
ministration costs and costs for design dur-
ing construction: Provided further, That the
Secretary may not use more than $50,000,000
under the authority provided in this section:
Provided further, That the Secretary shall no-
tify in advance such contract changes and
adjustments in annual reports to the con-
gressional defense committees: Provided fur-
ther, That the authority to provide assist-
ance under this heading is in addition to any
other authority to provide assistance to for-
eign nations: Provided further, That contribu-
tions of funds for the purposes provided here-
in from any person, foreign government, or
international organization may be credited
to this Fund, to remain available until ex-
pended, and used for such purposes: Provided
further, That the Secretary of Defense shall
notify the congressional defense committees
in writing upon the receipt and upon the ob-
ligation of any contribution, delineating the
sources and amounts of the funds received
and the specific use of such contributions:
Provided further, That the Secretary of De-
fense shall, not fewer than 15 days prior to
obligating from this appropriation account,
notify the congressional defense committees
in writing of the details of any such obliga-
tion: Provided further, That the Secretary of
Defense shall notify the congressional de-
fense committees of any proposed new
projects or transfer of funds between budget
sub-activity groups in excess of $20,000,000:
Provided further, That the United States may
accept equipment procured using funds pro-
vided under this heading in this or prior Acts
that was transferred to the security forces of
Afghanistan and returned by such forces to
the United States: Provided further, That
equipment procured using funds provided
under this heading in this or prior Acts, and
not yet transferred to the security forces of
Afghanistan or transferred to the security
forces of Afghanistan and returned by such
forces to the United States, may be treated
as stocks of the Department of Defense upon
written notification to the congressional de-
fense committees: Provided further, That of
the funds provided under this heading, not
less than $10,000,000 shall be for recruitment
and retention of women in the Afghanistan
National Security Forces, and the recruit-
ment and training of female security per-
sonnel: Provided further, That such amount is
designated by the Congress for Overseas Con-
tingency Operations/Global War on Ter-
rorism pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of
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the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.
COUNTER-ISIL TRAIN AND EQUIP FUND

For the ‘“‘Counter-Islamic State of Iraq and
the Levant Train and Equip Fund”,
$1,769,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2019: Provided, That such funds
shall be available to the Secretary of De-
fense in coordination with the Secretary of
State, to provide assistance, including train-
ing; equipment; logistics support, supplies,
and services; stipends; infrastructure repair
and renovation; and sustainment, to foreign
security forces, irregular forces, groups, or
individuals participating, or preparing to
participate in activities to counter the Is-
lamic State of Iraq and the Levant, and their
affiliated or associated groups: Provided fur-
ther, That these funds may be used in such
amounts as the Secretary of Defense may de-
termine to enhance the border security of
nations adjacent to conflict areas including
Jordan, Lebanon, Egypt, and Tunisia result-
ing from actions of the Islamic State of Iraq
and the Levant: Provided further, That
amounts made available under this heading
shall be available to provide assistance only
for activities in a country designated by the
Secretary of Defense, in coordination with
the Secretary of State, as having a security
mission to counter the Islamic State of Iraq
and the Levant, and following written notifi-
cation to the congressional defense commit-
tees of such designation: Provided further,
That the Secretary of Defense shall ensure
that prior to providing assistance to ele-
ments of any forces or individuals, such ele-
ments or individuals are appropriately vet-
ted, including at a minimum, assessing such
elements for associations with terrorist
groups or groups associated with the Govern-
ment of Iran; and receiving commitments
from such elements to promote respect for
human rights and the rule of law: Provided
further, That the Secretary of Defense shall,
not fewer than 15 days prior to obligating
from this appropriation account, notify the
congressional defense committees in writing
of the details of any such obligation: Pro-
vided further, That the Secretary of Defense
may accept and retain contributions, includ-
ing assistance in-kind, from foreign govern-
ments, including the Government of Iraq and
other entities, to carry out assistance au-
thorized under this heading: Provided further,
That contributions of funds for the purposes
provided herein from any foreign govern-
ment or other entity may be credited to this
Fund, to remain available until expended,
and used for such purposes: Provided further,
That the Secretary of Defense may waive a
provision of law relating to the acquisition
of items and support services or sections 40
and 40A of the Arms Export Control Act (22
U.S.C. 2780 and 2785) if the Secretary deter-
mines that such provision of law would pro-
hibit, restrict, delay or otherwise limit the
provision of such assistance and a notice of
and justification for such waiver is sub-
mitted to the congressional defense commit-
tees, the Committees on Appropriations and
Foreign Relations of the Senate and the
Committees on Appropriations and Foreign
Affairs of the House of Representatives: Pro-
vided further, That the United States may ac-
cept equipment procured using funds pro-
vided under this heading, or under the head-
ing, “Iraq Train and Equip Fund” in prior
Acts, that was transferred to security forces,
irregular forces, or groups participating, or
preparing to participate in activities to
counter the Islamic State of Iraq and the Le-
vant and returned by such forces or groups
to the United States, may be treated as
stocks of the Department of Defense upon
written notification to the congressional de-
fense committees: Provided further, That
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equipment procured using funds provided
under this heading, or under the heading,
“Iraq Train and Equip Fund” in prior Acts,
and not yet transferred to security forces, ir-
regular forces, or groups participating, or
preparing to participate in activities to
counter the Islamic State of Iraq and the Le-
vant may be treated as stocks of the Depart-
ment of Defense when determined by the
Secretary to no longer be required for trans-
fer to such forces or groups and upon written
notification to the congressional defense
committees: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary of Defense shall provide quarterly re-
ports to the congressional defense commit-
tees on the use of funds provided under this
heading, including, but not limited to, the
number of individuals trained, the nature
and scope of support and sustainment pro-
vided to each group or individual, the area of
operations for each group, and the contribu-
tions of other countries, groups, or individ-
uals: Provided further, That such amount is
designated by the Congress for Overseas Con-
tingency Operations/ Global War on Ter-
rorism pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)({i) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.

PROCUREMENT
ATRCRAFT PROCUREMENT, ARMY

For an additional amount for ‘‘Aircraft
Procurement, Army”’, $424,686,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2020: Provided,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress for Overseas Contingency Operations/
Global War on Terrorism pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

MISSILE PROCUREMENT, ARMY

For an additional amount for ‘‘Missile Pro-
curement, Army’’, $557,5683,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2020: Provided,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress for Overseas Contingency Operations/
Global War on Terrorism pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)({i) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

PROCUREMENT OF WEAPONS AND TRACKED
COMBAT VEHICLES, ARMY

For an additional amount for ‘‘Procure-
ment of Weapons and Tracked Combat Vehi-
cles, Army”’, $1,191,139,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2020: Provided, That
such amount is designated by the Congress
for Overseas Contingency Operations/Global
War on Terrorism pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

PROCUREMENT OF AMMUNITION, ARMY

For an additional amount for ‘‘Procure-
ment of Ammunition, Army”’, $193,436,000, to
remain available until September 30, 2020:
Provided, That such amount is designated by
the Congress for Overseas Contingency Oper-
ations/Global War on Terrorism pursuant to
section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budg-
et and Emergency Deficit Control Act of
1985.

OTHER PROCUREMENT, ARMY

For an additional amount for ‘“‘Other Pro-
curement, Army’’, $405,575,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2020: Provided,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress for Overseas Contingency Operations/
Global War on Terrorism pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)({i) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

AIRCRAFT PROCUREMENT, NAVY

For an additional amount for ‘‘Aircraft
Procurement, Navy’’, $157,300,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2020: Provided,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress for Overseas Contingency Operations/
Global War on Terrorism pursuant to section

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.
WEAPONS PROCUREMENT, NAVY
For an additional amount for ‘“Weapons
Procurement, Navy”’, $130,994,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2020: Provided,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress for Overseas Contingency Operations/
Global War on Terrorism pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

PROCUREMENT OF AMMUNITION, NAVY AND
MARINE CORPS

For an additional amount for ‘‘Procure-
ment of Ammunition, Navy and Marine
Corps”’, $223,843,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2020: Provided, That such
amount is designated by the Congress for
Overseas Contingency Operations/Global War
on Terrorism pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

OTHER PROCUREMENT, NAVY

For an additional amount for ‘“Other Pro-
curement, Navy’’, $207,984,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2020: Provided,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress for Overseas Contingency Operations/
Global War on Terrorism pursuant to section
261(b)(2)(A)({i) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

PROCUREMENT, MARINE CORPS

For an additional amount for ‘‘Procure-
ment, Marine Corps’’, $64,071,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2020: Provided,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress for Overseas Contingency Operations/
Global War on Terrorism pursuant to section
261(b)(2)(A)({i) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

AIRCRAFT PROCUREMENT, AIR FORCE

For an additional amount for ‘‘Aircraft
Procurement, Air Force’, $510,836,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2020: Pro-
vided, That such amount is designated by the
Congress for Overseas Contingency Oper-
ations/Global War on Terrorism pursuant to
section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budg-
et and Emergency Deficit Control Act of
1985.

MISSILE PROCUREMENT, AIR FORCE

For an additional amount for ‘‘Missile Pro-
curement, Air Force’’, $381,700,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2020: Provided,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress for Overseas Contingency Operations/
Global War on Terrorism pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)({i) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

SPACE PROCUREMENT, AIR FORCE

For an additional amount for ‘‘Space Pro-
curement, Air Force”, $2,256,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2020: Provided,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress for Overseas Contingency Operations/
Global War on Terrorism pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

PROCUREMENT OF AMMUNITION, AIR FORCE

For an additional amount for ‘‘Procure-
ment of Ammunition, Air Force”’,
$5601,509,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2020: Provided, That such amount
is designated by the Congress for Overseas
Contingency Operations/Global War on Ter-
rorism pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.

OTHER PROCUREMENT, AIR FORCE
For an additional amount for ‘“Other Pro-
curement, Air Force’, $3,998,887,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2020: Pro-
vided, That such amount is designated by the
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Congress for Overseas Contingency Oper-
ations/Global War on Terrorism pursuant to
section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budg-
et and Emergency Deficit Control Act of
1985.
PROCUREMENT, DEFENSE-WIDE

For an additional amount for ‘‘Procure-
ment, Defense-Wide”’, $510,741,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2020: Provided,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress for Overseas Contingency Operations/
Global War on Terrorism pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

NATIONAL GUARD AND RESERVE EQUIPMENT

ACCOUNT

For procurement of rotary-wing aircraft;
combat, tactical and support vehicles; other
weapons; and other procurement items for
the reserve components of the Armed Forces,
$1,000,000,000, to remain available for obliga-
tion until September 30, 2020: Provided, That
the Chiefs of National Guard and Reserve
components shall, not later than 30 days
after enactment of this Act, individually
submit to the congressional defense commit-
tees the modernization priority assessment
for their respective National Guard or Re-
serve component: Provided further, That none
of the funds made available by this para-
graph may be used to procure manned fixed
wing aircraft, or procure or modify missiles,
munitions, or ammunition: Provided further,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress for Overseas Contingency Operations/
Global War on Terrorism pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

PROCUREMENT, NATIONAL DEFENSE
RESTORATION FUND

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

In addition to amounts provided elsewhere
in this Act, there is  appropriated
$6,000,000,000, for the ‘‘Procurement, National
Defense Restoration Fund’: Provided, That
such funds provided under this heading shall
only be available for programs, projects and
activities necessary to implement the 2018
National Defense Strategy: Provided further,
That such funds shall not be available for
transfer until 30 days after the Secretary has
submitted, and the congressional defense
committees have approved, the proposed al-
location plan for the use of such funds to im-
plement such strategy: Provided further, That
such allocation plan shall include a detailed
justification for the use of such funds and a
description of how such investments are nec-
essary to implement the strategy: Provided
further, That the Secretary of Defense may
transfer these funds only to procurement ac-
counts: Provided further, That the funds
transferred shall be merged with and shall be
available for the same purposes and for the
same time period, as the appropriation to
which transferred: Provided further, That
none of the funds made available under this
heading may be transferred to any program,
project, or activity specifically limited or
denied by this Act: Provided further, That the
transfer authority provided under this head-
ing is in addition to any other transfer au-
thority available to the Department of De-
fense: Provided further, That such amount is
designated by the Congress for Overseas Con-
tingency Operations/Global War on Ter-
rorism pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.

RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST AND
EVALUATION
RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST AND
EVALUATION, ARMY
For an additional amount for ‘‘Research,
Development, Test and Evaluation, Army”’,
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$119,368,000 (increased by $6,000,000), to re-
main available until September 30, 2019: Pro-
vided, That such amount is designated by the
Congress for Overseas Contingency Oper-
ations/Global War on Terrorism pursuant to
section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budg-
et and Emergency Deficit Control Act of
1985.

RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST AND
EVALUATION, NAVY

For an additional amount for ‘‘Research,
Development, Test and Evaluation, Navy”’,
$124,865,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2019: Provided, That such amount
is designated by the Congress for Overseas
Contingency Operations/Global War on Ter-
rorism pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)({i) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.

RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST AND
EVALUATION, AIR FORCE

For an additional amount for ‘‘Research,
Development, Test and Evaluation, Air
Force”, $144,508,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2019: Provided, That such
amount is designated by the Congress for
Overseas Contingency Operations/Global War
on Terrorism pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)({i) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST AND
EVALUATION, DEFENSE-WIDE

For an additional amount for ‘‘Research,
Development, Test and Evaluation, Defense-
Wide”’, $226,096,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2019: Provided, That such
amount is designated by the Congress for
Overseas Contingency Operations/Global War
on Terrorism pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST AND EVALUA-
TION, NATIONAL DEFENSE RESTORATION
FuUND

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

In addition to amounts provided elsewhere
in this Act, there is appropriated
$1,000,000,000, for the ‘‘Research, Develop-
ment, Test and Evaluation, National Defense
Restoration Fund’: Provided, That such
funds provided under this heading shall only
be available for programs, projects and ac-
tivities necessary to implement the 2018 Na-
tional Defense Strategy: Provided further,
That such funds shall not be available for
transfer until 30 days after the Secretary has
submitted, and the congressional defense
committees have approved, the proposed al-
location plan for the use of such funds to im-
plement such strategy: Provided further, That
such allocation plan shall include a detailed
justification for the use of such funds and a
description of how such investments are nec-
essary to implement the strategy: Provided
further, That the Secretary of Defense may
transfer these funds only to research, devel-
opment, test and evaluation accounts: Pro-
vided further, That the funds transferred
shall be merged with and shall be available
for the same purposes and for the same time
period, as the appropriation to which trans-
ferred: Provided further, That none of the
funds made available under this heading may
be transferred to any program, project, or
activity specifically limited or denied by
this Act: Provided further, That the transfer
authority provided under this heading is in
addition to any other transfer authority
available to the Department of Defense: Pro-
vided further, That such amount is des-
ignated by the Congress for Overseas Contin-
gency Operations/Global War on Terrorism
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.
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REVOLVING AND MANAGEMENT FUNDS
DEFENSE WORKING CAPITAL FUNDS

For an additional amount for ‘‘Defense
Working Capital Funds’, $148,956,000: Pro-
vided, That such amount is designated by the
Congress for Overseas Contingency Oper-
ations/Global War on Terrorism pursuant to
section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budg-
et and Emergency Deficit Control Act of
1985.

OTHER DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
PROGRAMS

DEFENSE HEALTH PROGRAM

For an additional amount for ‘‘Defense
Health Program’’, $395,805,000, which shall be
for operation and maintenance: Provided,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress for Overseas Contingency Operations/
Global War on Terrorism pursuant to section
2561(b)(2)(A)({i) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

DRUG INTERDICTION AND COUNTER-DRUG
ACTIVITIES, DEFENSE

For an additional amount for ‘‘Drug Inter-
diction and Counter-Drug Activities, De-
fense”, $196,300,000: Provided, That such
amount is designated by the Congress for
Overseas Contingency Operations/Global War
on Terrorism pursuant to section
261(b)(2)(A)({i) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

JOINT IMPROVISED-THREAT DEFEAT FUND

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For the ‘““‘Joint Improvised-Threat Defeat
Fund”, $483,058,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2020: Provided, That such funds
shall be available to the Secretary of De-
fense, notwithstanding any other provision
of law, for the purpose of allowing the Direc-
tor of the Joint Improvised-Threat Defeat
Organization to investigate, develop and pro-
vide equipment, supplies, services, training,
facilities, personnel and funds to assist
United States forces in the defeat of impro-
vised explosive devices: Provided further,
That the Secretary of Defense may transfer
funds provided herein to appropriations for
military personnel; operation and mainte-
nance; procurement; research, development,
test and evaluation; and defense working
capital funds to accomplish the purpose pro-
vided herein: Provided further, That this
transfer authority is in addition to any other
transfer authority available to the Depart-
ment of Defense: Provided further, That the
Secretary of Defense shall, not fewer than 5
days prior to making transfers from this ap-
propriation, notify the congressional defense
committees in writing of the details of any
such transfer: Provided further, That such
amount is designated by the Congress for
Overseas Contingency Operations/Global War
on Terrorism pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

OFFICE OF THE INSPECTOR GENERAL

For an additional amount for the ““Office of
the Inspector General’’, $24,692,000: Provided,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress for Overseas Contingency Operations/
Global War on Terrorism pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)({i) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

GENERAL PROVISIONS—THIS TITLE

SEC. 9001. Notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of law, funds made available in this
title are in addition to amounts appropriated
or otherwise made available for the Depart-
ment of Defense for fiscal year 2018.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 9002. Upon the determination of the
Secretary of Defense that such action is nec-
essary in the national interest, the Sec-
retary may, with the approval of the Office
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of Management and Budget, transfer up to
$2,500,000,000 between the appropriations or
funds made available to the Department of
Defense in this title: Provided, That the Sec-
retary shall notify the Congress promptly of
each transfer made pursuant to the author-
ity in this section: Provided further, That the
authority provided in this section is in addi-
tion to any other transfer authority avail-
able to the Department of Defense and is
subject to the same terms and conditions as
the authority provided in section 8005 of this
Act.

SEC. 9003. Supervision and administration
costs and costs for design during construc-
tion associated with a construction project
funded with appropriations available for op-
eration and maintenance or the ‘‘Afghani-
stan Security Forces Fund’ provided in this
Act and executed in direct support of over-
seas contingency operations in Afghanistan,
may be obligated at the time a construction
contract is awarded: Provided, That, for the
purpose of this section, supervision and ad-
ministration costs and costs for design dur-
ing construction include all in-house Govern-
ment costs.

SEC. 9004. From funds made available in
this title, the Secretary of Defense may pur-
chase for use by military and civilian em-
ployees of the Department of Defense in the
United States Central Command area of re-
sponsibility:

(1) passenger motor vehicles up to a limit
of $75,000 per vehicle; and

(2) heavy and light armored vehicles for
the physical security of personnel or for
force protection purposes up to a limit of
$450,000 per vehicle, notwithstanding price or
other limitations applicable to the purchase
of passenger carrying vehicles.

SEC. 9005. Not to exceed $5,000,000 of the
amounts appropriated by this title under the
heading ‘“‘Operation and Maintenance,
Army” may be used, notwithstanding any
other provision of law, to fund the Com-
manders’ Emergency Response Program
(CERP), for the purpose of enabling military
commanders in Afghanistan to respond to
urgent, small-scale, humanitarian relief and
reconstruction requirements within their
areas of responsibility: Provided, That each
project (including any ancillary or related
elements in connection with such project)
executed under this authority shall not ex-
ceed $2,000,000: Provided further, That not
later than 45 days after the end of each 6
months of the fiscal year, the Secretary of
Defense shall submit to the congressional de-
fense committees a report regarding the
source of funds and the allocation and use of
funds during that 6-month period that were
made available pursuant to the authority
provided in this section or under any other
provision of law for the purposes described
herein: Provided further, That, not later than
30 days after the end of each fiscal year quar-
ter, the Army shall submit to the congres-
sional defense committees quarterly com-
mitment, obligation, and expenditure data
for the CERP in Afghanistan: Provided fur-
ther, That, not less than 15 days before mak-
ing funds available pursuant to the author-
ity provided in this section or under any
other provision of law for the purposes de-
scribed herein for a project with a total an-
ticipated cost for completion of $500,000 or
more, the Secretary shall submit to the con-
gressional defense committees a written no-
tice containing each of the following:

(1) The location, nature and purpose of the
proposed project, including how the project
is intended to advance the military cam-
paign plan for the country in which it is to
be carried out.

(2) The budget, implementation timeline
with milestones, and completion date for the
proposed project, including any other CERP
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funding that has been or is anticipated to be
contributed to the completion of the project.

(3) A plan for the sustainment of the pro-
posed project, including the agreement with
either the host nation, a non-Department of
Defense agency of the United States Govern-
ment or a third-party contributor to finance
the sustainment of the activities and main-
tenance of any equipment or facilities to be
provided through the proposed project.

SEC. 9006. Funds available to the Depart-
ment of Defense for operation and mainte-
nance may be used, notwithstanding any
other provision of law, to provide supplies,
services, transportation, including airlift
and sealift, and other logistical support to
allied forces participating in a combined op-
eration with the armed forces of the United
States and coalition forces supporting mili-
tary and stability operations in Afghanistan
and to counter the Islamic State of Iraq and
the Levant: Provided, That the Secretary of
Defense shall provide quarterly reports to
the congressional defense committees re-
garding support provided under this section.

SEC. 9007. None of the funds appropriated
or otherwise made available by this or any
other Act shall be obligated or expended by
the United States Government for a purpose
as follows:

(1) To establish any military installation
or base for the purpose of providing for the
permanent stationing of United States
Armed Forces in Iraq.

(2) To exercise United States control over
any oil resource of Iraq.

(3) To establish any military installation
or base for the purpose of providing for the
permanent stationing of United States
Armed Forces in Afghanistan.

SEC. 9008. None of the funds made available
in this Act may be used in contravention of
the following laws enacted or regulations
promulgated to implement the United Na-
tions Convention Against Torture and Other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment (done at New York on December
10, 1984):

(1) Section 2340A of title 18, United States
Code.

(2) Section 2242 of the Foreign Affairs Re-
form and Restructuring Act of 1998 (division
G of Public Law 105-277; 112 Stat. 2681-822; 8
U.S.C. 1231 note) and regulations prescribed
thereto, including regulations under part 208
of title 8, Code of Federal Regulations, and
part 95 of title 22, Code of Federal Regula-
tions.

(3) Sections 1002 and 1003 of the Depart-
ment of Defense, Emergency Supplemental
Appropriations to Address Hurricanes in the
Gulf of Mexico, and Pandemic Influenza Act,
2006 (Public Law 109-148).

SEC. 9009. None of the funds provided for
the ‘‘Afghanistan Security Forces Fund”
(ASFF) may be obligated prior to the ap-
proval of a financial and activity plan by the
Afghanistan Resources Oversight Council
(AROC) of the Department of Defense: Pro-
vided, That the AROC must approve the re-
quirement and acquisition plan for any serv-
ice requirements in excess of $50,000,000 an-
nually and any non-standard equipment re-
quirements in excess of $100,000,000 using
ASFF: Provided further, That the Department
of Defense must certify to the congressional
defense committees that the AROC has con-
vened and approved a process for ensuring
compliance with the requirements in the
preceding proviso and accompanying report
language for the ASFF.

SEC. 9010. Funds made available in this
title to the Department of Defense for oper-
ation and maintenance may be used to pur-
chase items having an investment unit cost
of not more than $250,000: Provided, That,
upon determination by the Secretary of De-
fense that such action is necessary to meet
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the operational requirements of a Com-
mander of a Combatant Command engaged
in contingency operations overseas, such
funds may be used to purchase items having
an investment item unit cost of not more
than $500,000.

SEC. 9011. Up to $500,000,000 of funds appro-
priated by this Act for the Defense Security
Cooperation Agency in ‘‘Operation and Main-
tenance, Defense-Wide”” may be used to pro-
vide assistance to the Government of Jordan
to support the armed forces of Jordan and to
enhance security along its borders.

SEC. 9012. None of the funds made available
by this Act under the heading ‘‘Counter-ISIL
Train and Equip Fund” may be used to pro-
cure or transfer man-portable air defense
systems.

SEC. 9013. For the ‘‘Ukraine Security As-
sistance Initiative’’, $150,000,000 is hereby ap-
propriated, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2018: Provided, That such funds
shall be available to the Secretary of De-
fense, in coordination with the Secretary of
State, to provide assistance, including train-
ing; equipment; lethal weapons of a defensive
nature; logistics support, supplies and serv-
ices; sustainment; and intelligence support
to the military and national security forces
of Ukraine, and for replacement of any weap-
ons or defensive articles provided to the Gov-
ernment of Ukraine from the inventory of
the United States: Provided further, That the
Secretary of Defense shall, not less than 15
days prior to obligating funds provided under
this heading, notify the congressional de-
fense committees in writing of the details of
any such obligation: Provided further, That
the United States may accept equipment
procured using funds provided under this
heading in this or prior Acts that was trans-
ferred to the security forces of Ukraine and
returned by such forces to the United States:
Provided further, That equipment procured
using funds provided under this heading in
this or prior Acts, and not yet transferred to
the military or National Security Forces of
Ukraine or returned by such forces to the
United States, may be treated as stocks of
the Department of Defense upon written no-
tification to the congressional defense com-
mittees: Provided further, That amounts
made available by this section are des-
ignated by the Congress for Overseas Contin-
gency Operations/Global War on Terrorism
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

SEC. 9014. Funds appropriated in this title
shall be available for replacement of funds
for items provided to the Government of
Ukraine from the inventory of the United
States to the extent specifically provided for
in section 9013 of this Act.

SEC. 9015. None of the funds made available
by this Act under section 9013 for ‘‘Assist-
ance and Sustainment to the Military and
National Security Forces of Ukraine’” may
be used to procure or transfer man-portable
air defense systems.

SEC. 9016. (a) None of the funds appro-
priated or otherwise made available by this
Act under the heading ‘‘Operation and Main-
tenance, Defense-Wide’’ for payments under
section 1233 of Public Law 110-181 for reim-
bursement to the Government of Pakistan
may be made available unless the Secretary
of Defense, in coordination with the Sec-
retary of State, certifies to the congressional
defense committees that the Government of
Pakistan is—

(1) cooperating with the United States in
counterterrorism efforts against the Haqqani
Network, the Quetta Shura Taliban, Lashkar
e-Tayyiba, Jaish-e-Mohammed, Al Qaeda,
and other domestic and foreign terrorist or-
ganizations, including taking steps to end
support for such groups and prevent them
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from basing and operating in Pakistan and
carrying out cross border attacks into neigh-
boring countries;

(2) not supporting terrorist activities
against United States or coalition forces in
Afghanistan, and Pakistan’s military and in-
telligence agencies are not intervening
extra-judicially into political and judicial
processes in Pakistan;

(3) dismantling improvised explosive device
(IED) networks and interdicting precursor
chemicals used in the manufacture of IEDs;

(4) preventing the proliferation of nuclear-
related material and expertise;

(5) implementing policies to protect judi-
cial independence and due process of law;

(6) issuing visas in a timely manner for
United States visitors engaged in counterter-
rorism efforts and assistance programs in
Pakistan; and

(7) providing humanitarian organizations
access to detainees, internally displaced per-
sons, and other Pakistani civilians affected
by the conflict.

(b) The Secretary of Defense, in coordina-
tion with the Secretary of State, may waive
the restriction in subsection (a) on a case-by-
case basis by certifying in writing to the
congressional defense committees that it is
in the national security interest to do so:
Provided, That if the Secretary of Defense, in
coordination with the Secretary of State, ex-
ercises such waiver authority, the Secre-
taries shall report to the congressional de-
fense committees on both the justification
for the waiver and on the requirements of
this section that the Government of Paki-
stan was not able to meet: Provided further,
That such report may be submitted in classi-
fied form if necessary.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 9017. In addition to amounts otherwise
made available in this Act, $500,000,000 is
hereby appropriated to the Department of
Defense and made available for transfer only
to the operation and maintenance, military
personnel, and procurement accounts, to im-
prove the intelligence, surveillance, and re-
connaissance capabilities of the Department
of Defense: Provided, That the transfer au-
thority provided in this section is in addition
to any other transfer authority provided
elsewhere in this Act: Provided further, That
not later than 30 days prior to exercising the
transfer authority provided in this section,
the Secretary of Defense shall submit a re-
port to the congressional defense commit-
tees on the proposed uses of these funds: Pro-
vided further, That the funds provided in this
section may not be transferred to any pro-
gram, project, or activity specifically lim-
ited or denied by this Act: Provided further,
That amounts made available by this section
are designated by the Congress for Overseas
Contingency Operations/Global War on Ter-
rorism pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985: Provided further, That
the authority to provide funding under this
section shall terminate on September 30,
2018.

SEC. 9018. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used with respect to
Syria in contravention of the War Powers
Resolution (50 U.S.C. 1541 et seq.), including
for the introduction of United States armed
or military forces into hostilities in Syria,
into situations in Syria where imminent in-
volvement in hostilities is clearly indicated
by the circumstances, or into Syrian terri-
tory, airspace, or waters while equipped for
combat, in contravention of the congres-
sional consultation and reporting require-
ments of sections 3 and 4 of that law (50
U.S.C. 1542 and 1543).

(RESCISSIONS)

SEC. 9019. Of the funds appropriated in De-

partment of Defense Appropriations Acts,
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the following funds are hereby rescinded
from the following accounts and programs in
the specified amounts: Provided, That such
amounts are designated by the Congress for
Overseas Contingency Operations/Global War
on Terrorism pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985:

““‘Other Procurement, Air Force’’, 2017/2019,
$25,100,000;

““Afghanistan Security Forces Fund’’, 2017/
2018, $100,000,000; and

“Counter-ISIL Train and Equip Fund”,
2017/2018, $112,513,000.

“‘Operation and Maintenance, Defense-
Wide, DSCA Coalition Support Fund’, 2017/
2018, $350,000,000.

SEC. 9020. Each amount designated in this
Act by the Congress for Overseas Contin-
gency Operations/Global War on Terrorism
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985 shall be available only if the
President subsequently so designates all
such amounts and transmits such designa-
tions to the Congress.

SEC. 9021. (a) Not later than 30 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
President shall submit to Congress a report
on the United States strategy to defeat Al-
Qaeda, the Taliban, the Islamic State of Iraq
and Syria (ISIS), and their associated forces
and co-belligerents.

(b) The report required under subsection
(a) shall include the following:

(1) An analysis of the adequacy of the ex-
isting legal framework to accomplish the
strategy described in subsection (a), particu-
larly with respect to the Authorization for
Use of Military Force (Public Law 107-40; 50
U.S.C. 1541 note) and the Authorization for
Use of Military Force Against Iraq Resolu-
tion of 2002 (Public Law 107-243; 50 U.S.C. 1541
note).

(2) An analysis of the budgetary resources
necessary to accomplish the strategy de-
scribed in subsection (a).

(c) Not later than 30 days after the date on
which the President submits to the appro-
priate congressional committees the report
required by subsection (a), the Secretary of
State and the Secretary of Defense shall tes-
tify at any hearing held by any of the appro-
priate congressional committees on the re-
port and to which the Secretary is invited.

(d) In this section, the term ‘‘appropriate
congressional committees’ means—

(1) the Committee on Foreign Relations
and the Committee on Armed Services of the
Senate; and

(2) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and
the Committee on Armed Services of the
House of Representatives.

SEC. 9022. (a) In addition to amounts pro-
vided elsewhere in this Act, there is hereby
appropriated $1,184,112,000, for the following
accounts and programs in the specified
amounts for costs associated with Operation
Freedom’s Sentinel:

(1) “Military Personnel, Army”’, $48,377,000;

(2) ‘““Military Personnel, Marine Corps”’,
$179,000;

(3) “Military
$1,340,000;

(4) ‘“‘Operation
$872,491,000;

(5) ‘““‘Operation
$76,274,000;

(6) ‘“‘Operation
Corps’’, $24,734,000;

(7) “‘Operation and Maintenance, Defense-
Wide’’, $81,164,000;

(8) ““Procurement of Ammunition, Navy
and Marine Corps’, $10,853,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2020;

(9) “Other Procurement, Navy’’, $31,500,000,
to remain available until September 30, 2020;
and

Personnel, Air Force’,
and Maintenance, Army’’,
and Maintenance, Navy”’,

and Maintenance, Marine
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Test and
to remain

(10) ‘‘Research, Development,
Evaluation, Navy’, $37,200,000,
available until September 30, 2019.

(b) Amounts provided pursuant to this sec-
tion are hereby designated by the Congress
for Overseas Contingency Operations/Global
War on Terrorism pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

TITLE X—ADDITIONAL GENERAL
PROVISIONS
REFERENCES TO REPORT

SEC. 10001. Any reference to a ‘‘report ac-
companying this Act’’ contained in this Act
shall be treated as a reference to House Re-
port 115-219. Such report shall apply for pur-
poses of determining the allocation of funds
provided by, and the implementation of, this
Act.

SPENDING REDUCTION ACCOUNT

SEC. 10002. $0.

SEC. 10003. None of the funds appropriated
or otherwise made available under the head-
ing ‘‘Afghanistan Security Forces Fund”
may be used to procure uniforms for the Af-
ghan National Army.

SEC. 10004. None of the funds made avail-
able in this Act may be used for the closure
of a biosafety level 4 laboratory.

SEC. 10005. None of the funds made avail-
able by this Act may be used to provide
arms, training, or other assistance to the
Azov Battalion.

SEC. 10006. None of the finds made avail-
able by this Act may be used to purchase
heavy water from Iran.

SEC. 10007. None of the funds appropriated
by this Act may be used to plan for, begin,
continue, complete, process, or approve a
public-private competition under the Office
of Management and Budget Circular A-76.

SEC. 10008. Notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of law, with respect to the revised se-
curity category (as that term is defined in
section 250(c)(4)(D) of the Balanced Budget
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985),
any sequestration order issued under such
Act for fiscal year 2018 shall have no force or
effect.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Department
of Defense Appropriations Act, 2018,

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 714, the mo-
tion shall be debatable for 1 hour
equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of
the Committee on Appropriations.

The gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
GRANGER) and the gentleman from In-
diana (Mr. VISCLOSKY) each will control
30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Texas.

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, once again, I stand be-
fore you today to ask for your support
to pass the fiscal year 2018 Defense Ap-
propriations bill. It is past time that
this essential, must-pass funding bill
for our military be enacted into law.
Congress must act responsibly and do
its job to quickly get these dollars out
the door and where they are needed as
soon as possible.

The legislation before you provides
$659 billion for defense, more than $60
billion above last year’s levels. When
combined with the almost $5 billion al-
ready enacted into law in December,
this bill matches the top-line funding
level in the final National Defense Au-
thorization Act enacted into law.
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All Federal dollars are not the same.
We need to provide and prioritize na-
tional security after years of neglect
and an increasingly dangerous inter-
national situation.

Nor can we continue to hold our
troops hostage as leverage for unre-
lated issues. We are almost 4 months
into fiscal year 2018, and our troops
still don’t have their funding. It is time
that the Congress fulfill its responsi-
bility to fund our troops at the levels
needed.

It is time to lift the budget caps and
enact a full-year Defense Appropria-
tions Act so that our military can
begin to rebuild. This bill does that by
lifting the budget caps on defense and
fully funding the Department at the
top line already approved by the Con-
gress in the National Defense Author-
ization Act.

It takes care of our troops by pro-
viding additional manpower and fully
funding a 2.4 percent pay raise, and it
provides additional funding for Kkey
readiness programs and robustly funds
maintenance of equipment and facili-
ties.

The bill includes specific investments
in several areas, such as air superi-
ority, $4.3 billion above request; ship-
building, $1.6 billion above request; re-
search and development, $10 billion
above 2017; defense health, an addi-
tional $644 million for medical re-
search; and grants forces fully
equipped.

The bill also provides additional re-
sources in a National Defense Restora-
tion Fund in the amount of $28.6 billion
to allow Secretary Mattis to begin in-
vesting in the new defense strategy
now instead of waiting a full year.
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This bill gives our military leaders
the sufficient, sustainable, and stable
funding they have told us, over and
over again, that they need.

The House has done its job more than
once to fund our troops at the levels
they need only to have the Senate fail
to act. Congress must step up and ful-
fill its most fundamental constitu-
tional responsibility, which is to en-
sure that our troops have what they
need to defend our Nation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

(Mr. VISCLOSKY asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, I first
want to start by associating myself
with the remarks of my chairwoman
and suggest to this body that it is time
for Congress to begin to govern and run
the day-to-day operation of the Gov-
ernment of the United States in a
timely fashion.

Mr. Speaker, this is the third
iteration of the fiscal year 2018 Defense
Appropriations Act that has been
brought to the floor. I, for one, have
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nothing more to say about the merits
of this legislation that would not be re-
dundant. However, I do want to reit-
erate my profound respect for the ex-
ceptional work that has been put into
this legislation, time and time again,
by Chairwoman GRANGER, all of the
members of our subcommittee, and our
superlative staff.

Today, January 30, 2018, Congress is
122 days late. We are 122 days past the
start of the current fiscal year and 122
days past the time that the legislation
we are considering today for the third
time should have been completed,
conferenced, and signed into law.

Mr. Speaker, we have a number prob-
lem. As an appropriator, I ask for a
number to craft a bill that, by law,
does not violate the Budget Control
Act. We need a number so that Chair-
woman GRANGER, our subcommittee
members, and I can make decisions on
how best to move forward so our mili-
tary leaders are not hindered and
forced to comply with the constraints
of continuing resolutions. As an appro-
priator, all I want is a number. Give us
a number, and we will finish our work
for this fiscal year and give the cer-
tainty that has been repeatedly asked
for by the Department of Defense and
our 17 intelligence agencies.

Unfortunately, operating under the
fourth continuing resolution and pass-
ing essentially the same Defense Ap-
propriations measure for a third time
does nothing—nothing—to solve the
number problem, nor does it remedy
the slight inconvenience that this bill
exceeds the Budget Control Act by $35
billion.

Today’s legislation does recognize
this inconvenience by obviating se-
questration. I guess that is what passes
as budget control in these days in this
Congress.

Some may say that we must pass this
bill today to support our men and
women in uniform. I would respond by
saying that today’s 60 minutes of the-
ater continues to avoid meaningfully
addressing the needs of our troops. If
we were serious about that, we would
have solved our number problem and
allowed the chair and ranking member
of the full committee, and the sub-
committee chairs and ranking mem-
bers of all 12 committees, to negotiate
a realistic budget figure last summer
so that we could have completed our
bill last September. That would be
helping our troops.

I would also add that if we don’t
agree to an overall domestic discre-
tionary number, then we will continue
to disinvest in the true security of this
Nation—our people.

We need a domestic number so we
can make decisions and give direction
to all Federal agencies so they can plan
on how to best invest in our national
economy, jobs, and the health and
prosperity of our people. The Inter-
national Trade Commission needs di-
rection so they can fully enforce our
trade laws. Customs and Border Pro-
tection needs direction. This govern-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

ment needs timely decisions and cer-
tainty.

According to the Department of De-
fense, 71 percent of people aged 17 to 24
years of age in the United States would
fail to qualify for military enlistment
because of physical or mental health
issues, low educational scores, or major
criminal convictions. General Joseph
Dunford, the Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, has testified that the
strength of the United States military
is a direct reflection of the strength of
U.S. society.

I would propose that improving the
strength of our country is not just a ro-
bust defense number that I desperately
want. We need a robust domestic num-
ber that allows for the critical invest-
ments necessary for the success of our
economy, the creation of jobs, and for
the people of this country.

Our number problem is solvable. Give
us a negotiated budget number so we
can stop wasting everybody’s time and
the money of the American taxpayers.
Then we can truly start supporting the
strength of our national security, our
troops, and our national economy.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
4 minutes to the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN), who is
the chairman of the full committee.

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker,
I thank the chairwoman from Texas for
her time and for her leadership on na-
tional security and intelligence issues.
Indeed, I would like to thank all mem-
bers of the subcommittee—Republican
and Democrat—and the staff for their
hard work to assure defense and intel-
ligence funding and also for their work
on a variety of continuing resolutions
that relate to the same.

Mr. Speaker, I rise, once again, to
support this Defense Appropriations
bill just as I did in July and again in
September.

I visited our troops in Iraq twice last
year in addition to official trips to
north Africa and Southeast Asia. My
goal is always to assess U.S. posture in
those regions militarily and diplomati-
cally. I can tell you, from those experi-
ences, our Nation’s competitive mili-
tary advantage is badly eroding, and
our allies, partners, and adversaries
know it.

So how have we responded? The re-
ality is: not well enough. In fact, we
have pushed our military towards its
breaking point. Instead of upgrading
our hardware, we have allowed our
equipment to age. Instead of arming
our troops for tomorrow’s fight, we
have let them become seriously under-
equipped. Instead of rightsizing our
Armed Forces, we have reduced their
size.

Mr. Speaker, we ask a great deal of
our men and women in uniform. We ask
them to leave their families to com-
plete difficult training. We ask them to
move from duty station to duty station
without complaint. We ask them to
tolerate long deployments far from

January 30, 2018

home. We ask them to carry out dan-
gerous missions in dangerous corners
of the world. We ask them to reenlist
with their families to preserve the
strength of our Armed Forces.

Every passing day of reduced mili-
tary funding levels creates an ever-in-
creasing risk for our men and women
on the front lines. We should not ask
them to continue to do more with less.
This full-year Defense Appropriations
bill needs to be enacted now, and may
I say the other 11 appropriations bills
as well.

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 4 minutes to the gentlewoman
from New York (Mrs. LOWEY), who is
the ranking member on the full com-
mittee.

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, first, I
would like to say a few words about the
retirement of my chairman, RODNEY
FRELINGHUYSEN. Chairman FRELING-
HUYSEN has carried out his responsibil-
ities with fairness and earnestness, and
it has been such a pleasure to serve as
ranking member during his chairman-
ship.

I look forward, however, to working
together for the remainder of this year
on our shared goal: bipartisan and re-
sponsible full-year funding for all dis-
cretionary investments.

Today, we are considering the FY
2018 Defense Appropriations bill for the
third time, a time-wasting consequence
of an agreement between the Speaker
and rightwing Republicans—the third
time. Last week, Republican leadership
kicked the can down the road and
passed yet another continuing resolu-
tion delaying investments in our mili-
tary, education, infrastructure, bio-
medical research, and so much more.

Yet again, the bill before us removes
Congresswoman BARBARA LEE’s amend-
ment to debate a new Authorization for
Use of Military Force which received
bipartisan support in the Appropria-
tions Committee markup. This un-
democratic maneuver, which the ma-
jority has repeated once again, is out-
rageous.

In addition to the many procedural
inequities, the majority’s effort to in-
crease defense spending is a mirage be-
cause the bill would turn off sequestra-
tion for defense in FY18, allowing Re-
publicans to violate the spirit of our
budget laws and increase defense
spending while ignoring other invest-
ments that grow our economy, create
jobs, and further provide for our secu-
rity.

This is hardly about fiscal responsi-
bility. If it were, the majority would
eliminate the seven slush funds in this
bill that equals $28.6 billion for a de-
partment that would receive far more
than it requested.

Four months into the fiscal year, the
Federal Government is irresponsibly
operating on the fourth continuing res-
olution. We do not have an agreement
on top-line spending numbers, let alone
an omnibus spending package ready
when the current CR runs out next
week on February 8. So, my friends,
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this is not the time to pat ourselves on
the back for a job well done. On the
contrary, we should be settling down
and working together to pass spending
bills for FY18.

If the majority were serious about
funding our military, then they would
move forward toward a full-year, bipar-
tisan omnibus that could pass both
Chambers. Instead, they continue to
show their inability to govern by lead-
ing us down a path that will require an-
other CR that is detrimental to our
men and women in uniform.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
oppose this bill.

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
3 minutes to the gentleman from Ken-
tucky (Mr. ROGERS), who is the chair-
man of the State, Foreign Operations,
and Related Programs Subcommittee.

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentlewoman for
yielding time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of this fiscal year 2018 DOD Appropria-
tions bill. Although I am proud to sup-
port this critical legislation, I will say
that I am disappointed to be here, yet
again, speaking in support of the DOD
Appropriations bill as we, again, seek
its passage in the House.

Despite Chairman FRELINGHUYSEN’S
Herculean efforts to complete all 12
bills on time and passing several pack-
ages that included the Defense bill, the
Senate refuses to act. We recently saw
the effects of this when the govern-
ment shutdown put great stress on the
backs of our servicemembers and their
families.

Mr. Speaker, it is time that we push
aside partisanship and do what is right
for the country and for our national se-
curity by passing this bill. While it cer-
tainly represents the outcome of many
hard choices, it prioritizes funding
where our troops need it most. It wise-
ly invests in readiness, training, main-
tenance, and procurement of new
equipment and technology to ensure
that our troops are prepared for the
tasks before them.

I am pleased that this bill takes care
of our troops and their families at
home by granting them a long-awaited
2.4 percent pay raise. Our Nation has
been at war for nearly two decades, and
our servicemembers have put their
lives on the line to ensure that we can
live our way of life. This raise rep-
resents just one small way for us to
honor their service.

Mr. Speaker, they say that the third
time is the charm, and I hope this
holds true here. After the House passes
the bill, I urge the Senate to do so as
well so that the President can sign this
bill into law. According to the Con-
stitution, it is the Congress’ responsi-
bility to provide for our common de-
fense. This bill does just that.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘‘yes.”

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman
from Minnesota (Ms. McCOLLUM), who
is the ranking member on the Interior,
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Environment, and Related Agencies
Subcommittee and a member of the
Defense Subcommittee.
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Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, here
we are again. For 4 months, the Fed-
eral Government has been operating
under a series of short-term continuing
resolutions. And as we approach yet
another deadline to fund the govern-
ment next week, the Republican major-
ity is spending time on the floor today
voting a third time on a Defense Ap-
propriations bill that they know will
not pass in the Senate.

The most basic, fundamental respon-
sibility of Congress is to provide ade-
quate and timely funding for the entire
Federal Government, both our national
defense and our domestic priorities, for
a full fiscal year. The fact that this bill
is on the floor for a third time high-
lights the absolute failure of the Re-
publican majority to advance a respon-
sible budget process.

Mr. Speaker, voting on the same bill
three times is the very definition of
playing political games. The American
people deserve better than this con-
tinuing Republican chaos.

Democrats and Republicans agree.
We agree that defense spending is vi-
tally important, but so is funding edu-
cation, transportation, healthcare, and
all the other Federal programs that all
Americans and our military—their
families, included—depend upon.

If anyone doubts the harmful impacts
of the endless stopgap spending bills,
perhaps they should listen to our Sec-
retary of Defense: ‘“‘For too long, we
have asked our military to stoically
carry a ‘success at any cost’ attitude as
they work tirelessly to accomplish the
mission with now inadequate and mis-
aligned resources, simply because the
Congress could not maintain regular
order.”

If Republicans are serious about sup-
porting our military, they should heed
the Secretary’s warning and work with
Democrats on a bipartisan budget
agreement to fund the entire govern-
ment for the rest of the year. I have
been ready. Democrats have been ready
for months to work across the aisle to
advance this process. It is long past
time that Republicans join us.

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
2 minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. CALVERT), the chair of the
Subcommittee on Interior, Environ-
ment, and Related Agencies.

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of this measure to fund
the Department of Defense for fiscal
year 2018.

Today marks the 122nd day that our
military has gone without funding for
FY 2018. Like the rest of the Federal
Government, it has been forced to oper-
ate under a CR for the past 4 months.
Secretary of Defense James Mattis ex-
plained the impacts of operating under
a CR, particularly those related to
readiness and maintenance. They in-
clude a scaled-back training exercise
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across the services, the delayed intro-
duction of 11 ships by the United
States Navy, the postponement of all
noncritical maintenance work orders
by the Army, the curtailment of hiring
and recruitment, rising acquisition
costs from severed contracts, and re-
negotiated terms due to the CR.

A CR means no new starts, and im-
pacts to current readiness and future
plans are disastrous. This must stop.
Today’s passage of this bill marks, as
was pointed out, the third time we
have passed the FY 2018 Defense Appro-
priations bill in some form. Let’s hope
the third time is the charm.

I commend Chairman FRELINGHUYSEN
and Chairwoman GRANGER on their
tireless persistence and relentless de-
termination on behalf of the U.S. serv-
icemembers. The bill provides robust
funding for shipbuilding, aviation,
combat vehicles, and more. It invests
in our greatest assets, the men and
women who wear the uniform, through
increased funds for training, equip-
ment, and the best healthcare.

I urge my colleagues to support this
bill. I implore the Senate to act.

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman
from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR), the ranking
member on the Subcommittee on En-
ergy and Water Development, and Re-
lated Agencies, and also a member of
the Subcommittee on Defense.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, Ground-
hog Day isn’t until Friday, but here we
are again, voting for the third time in
7 months on a Defense bill that will go
in the hole—nowhere. We are 9 days
out from the threat of another shut-
down and 4 months into the fiscal year
of 2018, which started last October 1,
yet we still have no budget framework
from our Republican friends and their
so-called leadership, nothing to direct
appropriators on what numbers from
which to negotiate funding for the en-
tirety of the government—not just De-
fense, not just this account.

Instead, Republican leadership
wastes important, precious time to de-
bate a bill that has already passed this
Chamber twice before. Meanwhile, our
Republican colleagues force the entire
government to run on autopilot for
over a third of the fiscal year and
trumpet their claim that only they
prioritize the military.

How can anyone take this seriously?

Republicans have provided no overall
roadmap of a funding strategy for the
Federal Government. They failed to
agree within their own caucus on fund-
ing priorities, leaving them incapable
to even begin to negotiate with Demo-
crats. As a result, law dictates a de-
fense funding level of $549 billion. That
is a lot of money. Half a trillion. But
here we are debating, for the third
time, an astounding $659 billion for de-
fense. That is $110 billion more. Hmm.
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We can all agree that funding defense
is a priority, but so are pensions, com-
munity health centers, Federal work-
force training, the opioid crisis, keep-
ing our waters clean, domestic secu-
rity. Well, the list goes on, and each
deserves attention.

Why are we voting again on a lop-
sided bill that blows up budget caps
when there are so many other bipar-
tisan priorities?

This is a partisan sideshow that at-
tempts to mask Republican Party dys-
function. This is not leadership.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield the gentlewoman from Ohio an
additional 30 seconds.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I urge
my colleagues to once again oppose
this partisan talking point and demand
action on an agreement to fund the en-
tire government for the remaining part
of this fiscal year. We have little more
than a week to secure a plan for the re-
mainder of 2018, but it may be a road
too far if Republicans don’t come to
the table to talk among themselves se-
riously and then be willing to nego-
tiate with this side of the aisle.

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
2 minutes to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. CARTER), chairman of the Home-
land Security Subcommittee.

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I rise in support of this Defense Appro-
priations bill which will provide full-
year funding for the Defense Depart-
ment so they can continue to effec-
tively defend our country from an ever-
expanding threat which exists in the
world today.

This bill ends uncertainty and inef-
fectiveness of a continuing resolution,
allows the DOD to plan and execute on
the things they need to do today, not
last year. Our military needs to mod-
ernize to face new threats it will face
in this world, and they can’t do that
with a CR.

This bill also lifts sequestration caps
which have, to paraphrase Secretary
Mattis, caused more harm to our mili-
tary than any enemy. Lifting these
caps for FY18 is essential towards im-
proving the readiness of our force.

The world is changing rapidly and so
is the nature and threat to our mili-
tary forces and what they face day and
night. We owe it to our servicemen and
-women to give them the resources to
modernize their capabilities so that
they can best face this threat.

Mr. Speaker, our military is the
greatest natural resource in the coun-
try. I am reminded of this every time I
visit The Great Place, Fort Hood, in
my district. The troops at Fort Hood
are currently leading the fight against
ISIS and will benefit from this bill, and
we owe it to them.

We sleep every night under the blan-
ket of freedom they provide through
their sacrifice. I am proud to support
them and hopeful that we will pass this
bill so we can give them what they
need right now so they won’t face the
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uncertainty of endless sequestration
and CRs. I support this bill and encour-
age my colleagues to support it.

And it is a current event. Last night,
as I flew into Washington, D.C., we car-
ried the remains of an American war-
rior. It is a current event. We are all
responsible for it. We need to get this
job done.

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 3 minutes to the gentlewoman
from California (Ms. LEE), my friend
and a senior member of the Appropria-
tions Committee.

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, let me thank
the gentleman for yielding me time
and for his tremendous leadership as
our ranking member on the Defense
Subcommittee of the Appropriations
Committee.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in opposition once
again to this bill. I think the House has
taken it up now for a third time this
year.

Let me just start by saying I grew up
in a military family. I am a military
brat. My dad fought in World War II
and in the Korean War. He was sta-
tioned, among his posts, at Fort Bliss,
Texas.

And I want to say that supporting
our troops, making sure that they have
everything they need, is extremely im-
portant. And opposing this budget, for
me, of course, does not reflect my sup-
port for our troops.

But I just have to tell you, this bill
appropriates the $664 billion in defense
spending for this already out-of-control
Pentagon budget. It also includes more
than $75 billion for wars that Congress
has never debated or voted on. And
what is worse, this bill includes $1.2
billion in overseas contingency oper-
ations to increase troop levels in Af-
ghanistan by 3,500 troops. This is really
outrageous, and this fund should really
be eliminated.

Now, the Pentagon has failed to
achieve the requirement to audit itself
by 2017, and we know that billions of
dollars have been found in waste, fraud,
and abuse. That is unacceptable.

Instead of writing blank checks—
which is what I think this bill does, an-
other blank check to the Pentagon—
Congress needs to live up to its con-
stitutional obligation to complete an
audit, first of all, to determine how to
make sure we have a rational defense
budget that protects our national secu-
rity and supports our troops, not to
provide excess contracts that lead to
waste, fraud, and abuse. We also need
to debate matters of war and peace.

So we need to pass my amendment,
which I tried to do, quite frankly, last
year in this very bill, that would sun-
set the 2001 AUMF, and it would give us
8 months—not immediately, but 8
months—to debate and vote on a new
one before it would be enacted. It took
3 days to enact the last one. That is
what the debate was. I am asking for 8
months.

This important amendment would
provide Congress plenty of time to do
our job and finally have a debate on
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matters of war and peace. However,
even though my amendment passed the
Appropriations Committee in a bipar-
tisan fashion, Republicans unilaterally
decided to strip this amendment from
the bill, really, I have to say, in the
dead of night.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield the gentlewoman from California
an additional 1 minute.

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, this was very
undemocratic and underhanded, and it
makes me wonder: What is the Speaker
afraid of?

So I asked for my amendment to be
debated and voted on on the House
floor, and again Republican leadership
refused—really a shame. Our brave
troops deserve us to come together and
do this so that they know that their
country has their back.

I voted against the 2001 authorization
because I believe it opened the door for
any President to wage endless war
without a congressional debate or vote.
Quite frankly, unfortunately, history
has borne that out.

According to the Congressional Re-
search Service report, the 2001 AUMF
has been used more than 37 times in 14
countries to justify military action.
This report examines only unclassified
incidents, and it was conducted 3 years
ago. So how many other operations
have been conducted without the
knowledge of Congress or the American
people? These authorizations have also
been used to justify perpetual wars
that are thousands of miles away.

I will conclude by saying that now
any President—any President—can
unilaterally wage war under this out-
dated authorization forever, really,
until it is repealed. Now we have an ad-
ministration bent on increasing our
presence in Afghanistan and never
leaving Syria, both wars that the
American public know nothing about.

Mr. Speaker, I urge a ‘“‘no’” vote on
this bill, and reject this wasteful
spending.

Ms. GRANGER. I yield 2 minutes to
the gentleman from Alabama (Mr.
ADERHOLT), chairman of the Agri-
culture, Rural Development, Food and
Drug Administration, and Related
Agencies Subcommittee.
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Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to urge my colleagues to support
this Defense Appropriations bill.

It has been noted here already: a
total of $659 billion for full-year fund-
ing for the Department of Defense, in-
cluding $584 billion for base funding
and $75.1 billion for overseas contin-
gency operations. It also fully funds a
2.4 percent pay raise and supports an
increase in troop numbers.

When you add the $4.7 billion in
emergency missile defense and other
funds requested by the President in No-
vember, funding for this DOD appro-
priations totals $664 billion—fully con-
sistent with the NDAA for FY 2018.
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The House passed nearly identical
legislation last year back in July, and
then again in September.

Despite the best efforts in the House,
here we are again. We are doing this
legislation again—the other body has
failed—and we are operating on the
fourth continuing resolution for FY
2018. That is the 30th CR—or con-
tinuing resolution—that Congress has
passed since January of 2011.

The House passed each of the 12 ap-
propriations bills and their individual
subcommittees and each of the 12 ap-
propriations bills in full committee
markup, and each bill has seen the
light of day on the House floor.

The other body, Mr. Speaker, is a dif-
ferent story. Not one single appropria-
tions bill has seen the light of day on
the Senate floor. No progress has been
made on any individual appropriations
bills because that body can’t seem to
get them on the calendar. Part of that
has been the demand of every adminis-
tration nominee be discussed for a full
30 hours—something that this Congress
never did under President Obama.

If going to a b5l-vote process for ap-
propriations bills is the only way to
break this logjam, then such a decision
should be made. I am on record for that
idea, as are many Senators as well.

Mr. Speaker, we find ourselves in this
situation once again. The real question
is: Will the other body do theirs?

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 3 minutes to the gentlewoman
from Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN
SCHULTZ), the ranking member on the
Military Construction, Veterans Af-

fairs, and Related Agencies Sub-
committee.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentleman for

yielding and for his leadership—par-
ticularly, his responsible leadership—
as the ranking member of the Defense
Appropriations Subcommittee.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong opposi-
tion to the political gambit that the
Republican leadership is pulling today.

Virtually identical versions of the
Defense Appropriations bill we are con-
sidering have already passed the House
twice. The Republican majority is so
bankrupt of ideas that they are now
going around in circles playing polit-
ical games.

As a member of the Appropriations
Committee, I strongly support moving
appropriations bills through the com-
mittee and to the floor through regular
order. I applaud all of my committee
colleagues on both sides of the aisle for
working in good faith on all 12 appro-
priations bills.

But the appropriations process has
been hijacked by Republican leadership
and the rightwing ideologues who now
run the House. Regardless of the out-
come of today’s vote, all appropria-
tions bills will remain stuck in the
swamp that is this Republican Con-
gress.

The reason for this holdup is that Re-
publican so-called leaders have refused
to work across the aisle toward an
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agreement on a budget that would pre-
vent the gutting of investments in
vital national priorities: from edu-
cation to infrastructure, from
healthcare to housing, from diplomacy
to defense.

We need to provide our military with
the resources they need. There is no
question about that. Instead, the Re-
publican majority is using the brave
servicemen and -women who defend our
Nation as pawns in a partisan crusade
that would undermine the nation our
troops are defending.

The stated Republican rationale for
their intransigence is that they are
concerned about the deficit, yet these
are the same Republicans who voted to
explode the deficit by more than $1.5
trillion in order to give a huge tax cut
to big corporations and the top 1 per-
cent.

As each day passes, it becomes more
and more clear that the priorities of
the Republican majority are backward
and immoral.

Instead of expanding access to afford-
able healthcare, Republicans tried to
repeal the Affordable Care Act and
leave millions uninsured.

Instead of investing in the middle
class, Republicans gave a huge tax
giveaway to those who have turned
their backs on the middle class.

Instead of building on bipartisan ef-
forts to advance reasonable reforms to
our immigration system, Republicans
are trying to tear apart families and
close the door on aspiring Americans.

Instead of responsibly funding na-
tional priorities, Republicans are play-
ing political games to distract from
their failure to govern.

Instead of investing in all of our peo-
ple, Republicans are pitting us against
each other to deflect the blame from
where it belongs—with the party who
controls both Houses of Congress and
the White House.

This is no way to keep the state of
our union safe. This is no way to keep
the state of our union strong.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
oppose this political charade. Let’s
work together to invest in all of our
national priorities and make the state
of our union more perfect.

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
3 minutes to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. THORNBERRY), the chairman of the
House Armed Services Committee.

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentlewoman for yielding. I
appreciate her strong, persistent lead-
ership on behalf of our troops and our
Nation.

Mr. Speaker, in the days leading up
to the most recent government shut-
down, we heard a number of Members
of both bodies, on the floor and in the
press, say that they were opposed to
that continuing resolution because of
the damage that continuing resolu-
tions do to the military. It is abso-
lutely true that continuing resolutions
do erode our fighting capability.

This is the chance—the bill that the
gentlewoman from Texas has brought—
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this is the chance to do it right. This is
the chance to fully fund the military
for the rest of the fiscal year and get
them out of the CR mess. So all of
those Members who came here to the
well and have talked to the press and
in the other body, who expressed con-
cern about the damage that a CR does,
this is the chance to fix that problem
by voting for the bill that is before us
today.

Mr. Speaker, it is another oppor-
tunity to remove our troops from the
partisan political morass that has
seemed to bind them. We just heard in
the previous speech everything from
healthcare, taxes, funding for housing,
the full panoply of issues. Some Mem-
bers have used all of their desire to get
an outcome they want on those other
issues as an excuse for not funding our
military.

More recently, we have heard Mem-
bers who say: Yes, I know the military
needs to be funded, they need more
money, but I can’t support it until we
have the outcome I want on an immi-
gration issue.

So from taxes and healthcare and im-
migration, it is all an excuse to not
fund the military, to keep them hos-
tage, until those other issues are re-
solved the way that Members want
them to be.

Mr. Speaker, I just think that is
wrong. We need to set our military free
of all of the other issues. I may well
agree on finding a reasonable solution
to the DACA issue. I may well agree on
more funding for a number of domestic
spending programs. But none of them,
however important they may be,
should be an excuse for failing to sup-
port the military so that when they go
out and perform the missions our coun-
try asks them to perform, they are
fully trained, fully supported, and
equipped with the best that this coun-
try can offer.

Mr. Speaker, I think it is important
for all of us, whatever committee we
serve on, to remember that the men
and women who are out there risking
their lives for us, do so uncondition-
ally, whether it is in the mountains of
Afghanistan, near the DMZ of Korea,
whether they are doing exercises in
Eastern Europe or the Middle East,
they perform their service uncondi-
tionally. Our support for them should
be unconditional, too.

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
2 minutes to the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. ROTHFUS).

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of this bill.

I have said it before and I will say it
again:

Last summer, the House passed all 12
appropriations bills before the 2018 fis-
cal year started on October 1. In those
bills, we appropriated the funds nec-
essary to equip our servicemembers
with the resources they need to defend
this country in the face of threats from
North Korea, China, Russia, al-Qaida,
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ISIS, Iran, and cyber threats, just to
name a few.

Yet our servicemembers have been
routinely denied access to these re-
sources as Senate Democrats have been
holding back the full funding of our
armed services. In doing so, they ask
our servicemembers to go into battle
with aging equipment and insufficient
resources, risking their lives to defend
America. Just 10 days ago, we had an-
other helicopter accident and we lost
two pilots who were in an Apache.

Our men and women in uniform
haven’t even had a modest pay raise in
a very long time. It is time to deliver
on this commitment.

Mr. Speaker, we have the oppor-
tunity at times to visit our troops
overseas. I had the opportunity at the
end of last year to look into the young
faces of our men and women over there.
They are expecting us to do this.

I would like to remind my colleagues
across the aisle that our adversaries
are on the move. Russia and China are
expansionists now. North Korea and
Iran fire off ballistic missiles at our al-
lies, destabilizing those regions. There
is no doubt that our inaction only
emboldens them.

Mr. Speaker, we must rebuild our
military before it is too late. The
choice is easy: we either deter our en-
emies through superior strength, or we
risk greater conflict by demonstrating
weakness.

Let me be clear: what we spend on
our defenses should not be a function of
any other program. It should be a func-
tion of the threats our Nation faces
and what we owe our servicemembers
in the field.

Mr. Speaker, I implore my colleagues
across the aisle to fund our military
today.

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I would simply close at
the point where I began and ask the
Members of this institution at large—
the United States Congress, both
Houses—to please give the Appropria-
tions Committees numbers for defense
and discretionary spending so that
under the leadership of Chairman
FRELINGHUYSEN and Mrs. LOWEY, in
this case under Chairwoman GRANGER,
myself, and the other 11 subcommit-
tees, we can finish our work. It is less
than 2 weeks before we will begin fiscal
year 2019. I would ask my colleagues to
please give us those numbers so that
we can do our work effectively.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, as we conclude our re-
marks and, again, call for a vote on
this very important bill, I want to ex-
press my respect and appreciation for
the help of Ranking Member VIS-
CLOSKY, and certainly for the leader-
ship of Appropriations Chairman ROD-
NEY FRELINGHUYSEN. I have been fortu-
nate to follow the chairman, as chair of

Defense Appropriations, and I speak for
all who serve on his committee, who
look to him for leadership and respect
him for his service. He is an extraor-
dinary public servant and a model for
us all, and we thank him.

Mr. Speaker, the time is long past for
Congress to fulfill their duty. I urge all
Members to support this bill, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time
for debate has expired.

Pursuant to House Resolution 714,
the previous question is ordered.

The question is on the motion by the
gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
GRANGER).

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, this 15-
minute vote on adoption of the motion
will be followed by a 5-minute vote on:

Suspending the rules and passing
H.R. 4292.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 250, nays
166, not voting 14, as follows:

[Roll No. 49]

YEAS—250
Abraham Davidson Hunter
Aderholt Dayvis, Rodney Hurd
Allen Denham Jenkins (KS)
Amodei Dent Jenkins (WV)
Arrington DeSantis Johnson (LA)
Babin DesJarlais Johnson (OH)
Bacon Diaz-Balart Johnson, Sam
Banks (IN) Donovan Jordan
Barletta Duffy Joyce (OH)
Barr Duncan (SC) Katko
Barton Dunn Kelly (MS)
Bera Emmer Kelly (PA)
Bergman Estes (KS) King (IA)
Biggs Farenthold King (NY)
Bilirakis Faso Kinzinger
Bishop (GA) Ferguson Knight
Bishop (MI) Fitzpatrick Kuster (NH)
Bishop (UT) Fleischmann Kustoff (TN)
Black Flores Labrador
Blum Fortenberry LaHood
Bost Foxx LaMalfa
Brady (TX) Frelinghuysen Lamborn
Brat Gabbard Lance
Bridenstine Gaetz Latta
Brooks (AL) Gallagher Lewis (MN)
Brooks (IN) Garamendi LoBiondo
Brownley (CA) Garrett Loebsack
Buchanan Gianforte Long
Buck Gibbs Loudermilk
Bucshon Gohmert Love
Budd Goodlatte Lucas
Burgess Gosar Lujan Grisham,
Bustos Gottheimer M.
Byrne Gowdy MacArthur
Calvert Granger Maloney, Sean
Carbajal Graves (GA) Marchant
Carter (GA) Graves (LA) Marino
Carter (TX) Graves (MO) Marshall
Chabot Griffith Mast
Cheney Grothman McCarthy
Coffman Guthrie McCaul
Cole Handel McHenry
Collins (GA) Harper McKinley
Collins (NY) Harris McMorris
Comer Hartzler Rodgers
Comstock Hensarling McSally
Conaway Herrera Beutler Meadows
Cook Hice, Jody B. Meehan
Cooper Higgins (LA) Messer
Costello (PA) Hill Mitchell
Cramer Holding Moolenaar
Crawford Hollingsworth Mooney (WV)
Culberson Hudson Mullin
Curbelo (FL) Huizenga Murphy (FL)
Curtis Hultgren Newhouse
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Noem
Norman
Nunes
O’Halleran
O’Rourke
Olson
Palazzo
Palmer
Paulsen
Pearce
Perry
Peters
Peterson
Pittenger
Poliquin
Posey
Ratcliffe
Reed
Reichert
Renacci
Rice (SC)
Roby
Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rohrabacher
Rokita
Rooney, Francis
Rooney, Thomas
J.

Adams
Aguilar
Amash
Barragan
Bass
Beatty
Beyer
Bonamici
Boyle, Brendan
F.
Brady (PA)
Brown (MD)
Butterfield
Capuano
Carson (IN)
Cartwright
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Chu, Judy
Cicilline
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Connolly
Correa
Costa
Crist
Crowley
Cuellar
Davis (CA)
Davis, Danny
DeFazio
DeGette
Delaney
DeLauro
DelBene
Demings
DeSaulnier
Deutch
Dingell
Doggett
Doyle, Michael
F.
Duncan (TN)
Ellison
Engel
Eshoo
Espaillat
Esty (CT)
Evans
Foster
Frankel (FL)
Fudge
Gallego

Blackburn
Blumenauer
Blunt Rochester
Cardenas
Courtney
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Ros-Lehtinen
Rosen
Roskam
Ross

Rothfus
Rouzer
Royce (CA)
Ruiz

Russell
Rutherford
Scalise
Schneider
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Sensenbrenner
Sessions
Shimkus
Shuster
Simpson
Sinema
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Smucker
Stefanik
Stewart
Stivers
Taylor
Tenney

NAYS—166

Gomez
Gonzalez (TX)
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Grijalva
Gutiérrez
Hanabusa
Hastings
Heck
Higgins (NY)
Himes
Hoyer
Huffman
Jackson Lee
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Kaptur
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Khanna
Kihuen
Kildee
Kilmer
Kind
Krishnamoorthi
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Lawrence
Lawson (FL)
Lee
Levin
Lewis (GA)
Lieu, Ted
Lipinski
Lofgren
Lowenthal
Lowey
Lujan, Ben Ray
Lynch
Maloney,
Carolyn B.
Massie
Matsui
McCollum
McEachin
McGovern
McNerney
Meeks
Meng
Moore
Moulton
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Nolan

Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tipton

Trott
Turner
Upton
Valadao
Veasey
Wagner
Walberg
Walden
Walker
Walorski
Walters, Mimi
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Williams
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Woodall
Yoder

Yoho

Young (AK)
Young (IA)
Zeldin

Norcross
Pallone
Panetta
Pascrell
Payne
Pelosi
Perlmutter
Pingree
Pocan
Polis
Price (NC)
Quigley
Raskin
Rice (NY)
Richmond
Roybal-Allard
Ruppersberger
Rush
Ryan (OH)
Sanchez
Sanford
Sarbanes
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schrader
Scott (VA)
Scott, David
Serrano
Sewell (AL)
Shea-Porter
Sherman
Sires
Slaughter
Smith (WA)
Soto
Speier
Suozzi
Swalwell (CA)
Takano
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Titus
Tonko
Torres
Tsongas
Vargas
Vela
Velazquez
Visclosky
Walz
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters, Maxine
Watson Coleman
Welch
Yarmuth

NOT VOTING—14

Cummings
Issa

Johnson, E. B.
Jones
Kennedy

Luetkemeyer
McClintock
Poe (TX)
Wilson (FL)
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Messrs. CARSON of Indiana and
CRIST changed their vote from ‘‘yea’”
to “‘nay.”

Messrs. LUCAS, JORDAN, COFF-

MAN, and CARBAJAL changed their
vote from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.”

So the motion to concur was agreed
to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably detained. Had | been present, |
would have voted “yea” on rollcall No. 49.

——————

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION LIVING
WILL IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 2017

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SHIMKUS). The unfinished business is
the vote on the motion to suspend the
rules and pass the bill (H.R. 4292) to re-
form the living will process under the
Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and
Consumer Protection Act, as amended,
on which the yeas and nays were or-
dered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Colorado (Mr. TIP-
TON) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, as amended.

This is a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 414, nays 0,
not voting 16, as follows:

[Roll No. 50]

YEAS—414

Abraham Bustos Davis (CA)
Adams Butterfield Dayvis, Danny
Aderholt Byrne Dayvis, Rodney
Aguilar Calvert DeFazio
Allen Capuano DeGette
Amash Carbajal Delaney
Amodei Carson (IN) DeLauro
Arrington Carter (GA) DelBene
Babin Carter (TX) Demings
Bacon Cartwright Dent
Banks (IN) Castor (FL) DeSantis
Barletta Castro (TX) DeSaulnier
Barr Chabot DesJarlais
Barragan Cheney Deutch
Barton Chu, Judy Diaz-Balart
Bass Cicilline Dingell
Beatty Clark (MA) Doggett
Bera Clarke (NY) Donovan
Bergman Clay Doyle, Michael
Beyer Cleaver F.
Biggs Clyburn Duffy
Bilirakis Coffman Duncan (SC)
Bishop (GA) Cohen Duncan (TN)
Bishop (MI) Cole Dunn
Bishop (UT) Collins (GA) Ellison
Black Collins (NY) Emmer
Blum Comer Engel
Blunt Rochester  Comstock Eshoo
Bonamici Conaway Espaillat
Bost Connolly Estes (KS)
Boyle, Brendan Cook Esty (CT)

F. Cooper Evans
Brady (PA) Correa Farenthold
Brady (TX) Costa Faso
Brat Costello (PA) Ferguson
Bridenstine Cramer Fitzpatrick
Brooks (AL) Crawford Fleischmann
Brooks (IN) Crist Flores
Brown (MD) Crowley Fortenberry
Buchanan Cuellar Foster
Buck Culberson Foxx
Bucshon Curbelo (FL) Frankel (FL)
Budd Curtis Frelinghuysen
Burgess Davidson Fudge

Gabbard
Gaetz
Gallagher
Gallego
Garamendi
Garrett
Gianforte
Gibbs
Gohmert
Gomez
Gonzalez (TX)
Goodlatte
Gosar
Gottheimer
Gowdy
Granger
Graves (GA)
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Griffith
Grijalva
Grothman
Guthrie
Gutiérrez
Hanabusa
Handel
Harper
Harris
Hartzler
Hastings
Heck
Hensarling
Herrera Beutler
Hice, Jody B.
Higgins (LA)
Higgins (NY)
Hill

Himes
Holding
Hollingsworth
Hoyer
Hudson
Huffman
Huizenga
Hultgren
Hunter

Hurd
Jackson Lee
Jayapal
Jeffries
Jenkins (KS)
Jenkins (WV)
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (OH)
Johnson, Sam
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Kaptur
Katko
Keating
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Khanna
Kihuen
Kildee
Kilmer

Kind

King (IA)
King (NY)
Kinzinger
Knight
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster (NH)
Kustoff (TN)
Labrador
LaHood
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Lance
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latta
Lawrence
Lawson (FL)
Lee

Levin

Lewis (GA)
Lewis (MN)
Lieu, Ted
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren

Long
Loudermilk
Love
Lowenthal
Lowey
Lucas
Lujan Grisham,
M.
Lujan, Ben Ray
Lynch
MacArthur
Maloney,
Carolyn B.
Maloney, Sean
Marchant
Marino
Marshall
Massie
Mast
Matsui
McCarthy
McCaul
McCollum
McEachin
McGovern
McHenry
McKinley
McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
McSally
Meadows
Meehan
Meeks
Meng
Messer
Mitchell
Moolenaar
Mooney (WV)
Moore
Moulton
Mullin
Murphy (FL)
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Newhouse
Noem
Nolan
Norcross
Norman
Nunes
O’Halleran
O’Rourke
Olson
Palazzo
Pallone
Palmer
Panetta
Pascrell
Paulsen
Payne
Pearce
Pelosi
Perlmutter
Perry
Peters
Peterson
Pingree
Pittenger
Pocan
Poe (TX)
Poliquin
Polis
Posey
Price (NC)
Quigley
Raskin
Ratcliffe
Reed
Reichert
Renacci
Rice (NY)
Rice (SC)
Richmond
Roby
Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rohrabacher
Rokita
Rooney, Francis
Rooney, Thomas
J.
Ros-Lehtinen
Rosen
Roskam
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Ross
Rothfus
Rouzer
Roybal-Allard
Royce (CA)
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Rush
Russell
Rutherford
Ryan (OH)
Sanchez
Sanford
Sarbanes
Scalise
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schneider
Schrader
Schweikert
Scott (VA)
Scott, Austin
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Sessions
Sewell (AL)
Shea-Porter
Sherman
Shimkus
Shuster
Simpson
Sinema
Sires
Slaughter
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Smith (WA)
Smucker
Soto
Speier
Stefanik
Stewart
Stivers
Suozzi
Swalwell (CA)
Takano
Taylor
Tenney
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tipton
Titus
Tonko
Torres
Trott
Tsongas
Turner
Upton
Valadao
Vargas
Veasey
Vela
Velazquez
Visclosky
Wagner
Walberg
Walden
Walker
Walorski
Walters, Mimi
Walz
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters, Maxine
Watson Coleman
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Welch
Wenstrup
Westerman
Williams
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Woodall
Yarmuth
Yoder
Yoho
Young (AK)
Young (IA)
Zeldin
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NOT VOTING—16

Blackburn Denham Luetkemeyer
Blumenauer Issa McClintock
Brownley (CA) Johnson, E. B. Scott, David
Cardenas Jones Wilson (FL)
Courtney Kelly (IL)
Cummings Kennedy
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Messrs. SIRES, RICHMOND, and Ms.
MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New
Mexico changed their vote from ‘“‘nay”’
to ‘“‘yea.”

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill, as amended, was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. WILSON of Florida. | was not present
for the following votes because | needed to re-
turn urgently to my congressional district in
Miami. Had | been present, | would have
voted “no” on rollcall No. 49 and “yes” on roll-
call No. 50.

————

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO
SERVE ON INVESTIGATIVE SUB-
COMMITTEES OF THE COM-
MITTEE ON ETHICS FOR THE
115TH CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to clause
5(a)(4)(A) of rule X, and the order of the
House of December 13, 2017, of the fol-
lowing Members of the House to be
available to serve on investigative sub-
committees of the Committee on Eth-
ics for the 115th Congress in light of
the elections of Mrs. MIMI WALTERS of
California and Mr. RATCLIFFE to the
Committee on Ethics:

Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER, Washington

Mr. THOMAS J. ROONEY, Florida

———

ADJOURNMENT FROM TUESDAY,
JANUARY 30, 2018, TO FRIDAY,
FEBRUARY 2, 2018

Mr. THOMAS J. ROONEY of Florida.
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent
that when the House adjourns today, it
adjourn to meet at 4:30 p.m. on Friday,
February 2, 2018.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

————

ADJOURNMENT FROM FRIDAY,
FEBRUARY 2, 2018, TO MONDAY,
FEBRUARY 5, 2018

Mr. THOMAS J. ROONEY of Florida.
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent
that when the House adjourns on Fri-
day, February 2, 2018, it adjourn to
meet on Monday, February b5, 2018,
when it shall convene at noon for
morning-hour debate and 2 p.m. for leg-
islative business.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?
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There was no objection.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. After
consultation among the Speaker and
the majority and minority leaders, and
with their consent, the Chair an-
nounces that, when the two Houses
meet tonight in joint session to hear
an address by the President of the
United States, only the doors imme-
diately opposite the Speaker and those
immediately to his left and right will
be open.

No one will be allowed on the floor of
the House who does not have the privi-
lege of the floor of the House. Due to
the large attendance that is antici-
pated, the rule regarding the privilege
of the floor must be strictly enforced.
Children of Members will not be per-
mitted on the floor. The cooperation of
all Members is requested.

The practice of purporting to reserve
seats prior to the joint session by
placement of placards or personal
items will not be allowed. Chamber Se-
curity may remove these items from
the seats. Members may reserve their
seats only by physical presence fol-
lowing the security sweep of the Cham-
ber.

All Members are reminded to refrain
from engaging in still photography or
audio or video recording in the Cham-
ber. Taking unofficial photographs de-
tracts from the dignity of the pro-
ceedings and presents security and pri-
vacy challenges for the House.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 8:35 p.m. for the purpose of
receiving in joint session the President
of the United States.

Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 24 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
O 2033

JOINT SESSION OF CONGRESS
PURSUANT TO HOUSE CONCUR-
RENT RESOLUTION 101 TO RE-
CEIVE A MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at 8
o’clock and 33 minutes p.m.

The Assistant to the Sergeant at
Arms, Ms. Kathleen Joyce, announced
the Vice President and Members of the
U.S. Senate, who entered the Hall of
the House of Representatives, the Vice
President taking the chair at the right
of the Speaker, and the Members of the
Senate the seats reserved for them.

The SPEAKER. The joint session will
come to order.

The Chair appoints as members of
the committee on the part of the House
to escort the President of the United
States into the Chamber:
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The gentleman from California (Mr.
MCCARTHY);

The gentleman from Louisiana (Mr.
SCALISE);

The gentlewoman from Washington
(Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS);

The gentleman from Ohio (Mr. STIV-
ERS);

The gentleman from Indiana
MESSER);

The gentleman from Georgia
COLLINS);

The gentleman from Missouri
SMITH);

The gentlewoman from California
(Ms. PELOSI);

The gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
HOYER);

The gentleman from South Carolina
(Mr. CLYBURN);

The gentleman from New York (Mr.
CROWLEY);

The gentlewoman from California
(Ms. SANCHEZ);

The gentlewoman from Illinois (Mrs.
BUSTOS); and

The gentleman from Kentucky (Mr.
YARMUTH).

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Presi-
dent of the Senate, at the direction of
that body, appoints the following Sen-
ators as members of the committee on
the part of the Senate to escort the
President of the United States into the
House Chamber:

The Senator from Kentucky (Mr.
MCCONNELL);

The Senator from Texas (Mr. COR-
NYN);

The Senator from Utah (Mr. HATCH);

The Senator from South Dakota (Mr.

(Mr.
(Mr.

(Mr.

THUNE);

The Senator from Wyoming (Mr.
BARRASSO);

The Senator from Missouri (Mr.
BLUNT);

The Senator from Colorado (Mr.
GARDNER);

The Senator from New York (Mr.
SCHUMER);

The Senator from Washington (Mrs.
MURRAY);

The Senator from Michigan (Ms. STA-
BENOW);

The Senator from Minnesota (Ms.
KILOBUCHAR);

The Senator from West Virginia (Mr.
MANCHIN); and

The Senator from Wisconsin (Ms.
BALDWIN).

The Assistant to the Sergeant at
Arms announced the Dean of the Diplo-
matic Corps, His Excellency Hersey
Kyota, the Ambassador of the Republic
of Palau.

The Dean of the Diplomatic Corps en-
tered the Hall of the House of Rep-
resentatives and took the seat reserved
for him.

The Assistant to the Sergeant at
Arms announced the Chief Justice of
the United States and the Associate
Justices of the Supreme Court.

The Chief Justice of the United
States and the Associate Justices of
the Supreme Court entered the Hall of
the House of Representatives and took
the seats reserved for them in front of
the Speaker’s rostrum.
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The Assistant to the Sergeant at
Arms announced the Cabinet of the
President of the United States.

The members of the Cabinet of the
President of the United States entered
the Hall of the House of Representa-
tives and took the seats reserved for
them in front of the Speaker’s rostrum.

At 9 o’clock and 5 minutes p.m., the
Sergeant at Arms, the Honorable Paul
D. Irving, announced the President of
the United States.

The President of the United States,
escorted by the committee of Senators
and Representatives, entered the Hall
of the House of Representatives and
stood at the Clerk’s desk.

(Applause, the Members rising.)

The SPEAKER. Members of the Con-
gress, I have the high privilege and the
distinct honor of presenting to you the
President of the United States.

(Applause, the Members rising.)

The PRESIDENT. Mr. Speaker, Mr.
Vice President, Members of Congress,
the First Lady of the United States,
and my fellow Americans:

Less than 1 year has passed since I
first stood at this podium, in this ma-
jestic Chamber, to speak on behalf of
the American people and to address
their concerns, their hopes, and their
dreams. That night, our new adminis-
tration had already taken very swift
action. A new tide of optimism was al-
ready sweeping across our land.

Each day since, we have gone forward
with a clear vision and a righteous mis-
sion: to make America great again for
all Americans.

Over the last year, we have made in-
credible progress and achieved extraor-
dinary success. We have faced chal-
lenges we expected, and others we
could never have imagined. We have
shared in the heights of victory and the
pains of hardship. We have endured
floods and fires and storms. But
through it all, we have seen the beauty
of America’s soul and the steel in
America’s spine.

Each test has forged new American
heroes to remind us who we are and
show us what we can be.

We saw the volunteers of the Cajun
Navy racing to the rescue with their
fishing boats to save people in the
aftermath of a totally devastating hur-
ricane.

We saw strangers shielding strangers
from a hail of gunfire on the Las Vegas
strip.

We heard tales of Americans like
Coast Guard Petty Officer Ashlee
Leppert, who is here tonight in the gal-
lery with Melania. Ashlee was aboard
one of the first helicopters on the scene
in Houston during Hurricane Harvey.
Through 18 hours of wind and rain,
Ashlee braved live power lines and deep
water to help save more than 40 lives.

Ashlee, we all thank you. Thank you
very much.

We heard about Americans like fire-
fighter David Dahlberg. He is here with
us also. David faced down walls of
flame to rescue almost 60 children
trapped at a California summer camp
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threatened by those devastating
wildfires.
To everyone still recovering in

Texas, Florida, Louisiana, Puerto Rico,
and the Virgin Islands—and every-
where—we are with you, we love you,
and we always will pull through to-
gether. Always.

Thank you to David and the brave
people of California. Thank you very
much, David. Great job.

Some trials over the past year
touched this Chamber very personally.
With us tonight is one of the toughest
people ever to serve in this House, a
guy who took a bullet, almost died, and
was back to work 3% months later: the
legend from Louisiana, Congressman
STEVE SCALISE.

I think they like you, STEVE.

We are incredibly grateful for the he-
roic efforts of the Capitol Police offi-
cers, the Alexandria Police, and the
doctors, nurses, and paramedics who
saved his life and the lives of many
others—some in this room.

In the aftermath of that terrible
shooting, we came together not as Re-
publicans or Democrats, but as rep-
resentatives of the people. But it is not
enough to come together only in times
of tragedy. Tonight, I call upon all of
us to set aside our differences, to seek
out common ground, and to summon
the unity we need to deliver for the
people. This is really the key. These
are the people we were elected to serve.

Over the last year, the world has seen
what we always knew: that no people
on Earth are so fearless, or daring, or
determined, as Americans. If there is a
mountain, we climb it. If there is a
frontier, we cross it. If there is a chal-
lenge, we tame it. If there is an oppor-
tunity, we seize it.

So let’s begin tonight by recognizing
that the state of our Union is strong
because our people are strong. And, to-
gether, we are building a safe, strong,
and proud America.

Since the election, we have created
2.4 million new jobs, including 200,000
new jobs in manufacturing alone. Tre-
mendous numbers. After years and
years of wage stagnation, we are fi-
nally seeing rising wages.

Unemployment claims have hit a 45-
year low. And something I am very
proud of: African-American unemploy-
ment stands at the lowest rate ever re-
corded, and Hispanic-American unem-
ployment has also reached the lowest
levels in history.

Small business confidence is at an
all-time high. The stock market has
smashed one record after another,
gaining $8 trillion, and more, in value
in just this short period of time. That
is great news for Americans. 401(k), re-
tirement, pension, and college savings
accounts have gone through the roof.

And just as I promised the American
people from this podium 11 months ago,
we enacted the biggest tax cuts and re-
forms in American history.

Our massive tax cuts provide tremen-
dous relief for the middle class and
small businesses.
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To lower tax rates for hardworking
Americans, we nearly doubled the
standard deduction for everyone. Now,
the first $24,000 earned by a married
couple is completely tax free. We also
doubled the child tax credit.

A typical family of four making
$75,000 will see their tax bill reduced by
$2,000—slashing their tax bill in half.

In April, this will be the last time
you will ever file under the old, and
very broken, system; and millions of
Americans will have more take-home
pay starting next month—a lot more.

We eliminated an especially cruel tax
that fell mostly on Americans making
less than $50,000 a year, forcing them to
pay tremendous penalties, simply be-
cause they couldn’t afford government-
ordered health plans. We repealed the
core of the disastrous ObamaCare. The
individual mandate is now gone.

We slashed the business tax rate from
35 percent all the way down to 21 per-
cent, so American companies can com-
pete and win against anyone else any-
where in the world. These changes
alone are estimated to increase aver-
age family income by more than
$4,000—a 1ot of money.

Small businesses have also received a
massive tax cut and can now deduct 20
percent of their business income.

Here, tonight, are Steve Staub and
Sandy Keplinger of Staub Manufac-
turing—a small, beautiful business in
Ohio. They have just finished the best
year in their 20-year history. Because
of tax reform, they are handing out
raises, hiring an additional 14 people,
and expanding into the building next
door—a good feeling.

One of Staub’s employees, Corey
Adams, is also with us tonight. Corey
is an all-American worker. He sup-
ported himself through high school,
lost his job during the 2008 recession,
and was later hired by Staub, where he
trained to become a welder. Like many
hardworking Americans, Corey plans
to invest his tax-cut raise into his new
home and his two daughters’ edu-
cations. Corey, please stand. And he is
a great welder. I was told that by the
man who owns that company that is
doing so well. So, congratulations,
Corey.

Since we passed tax cuts, roughly 3
million workers have already gotten
tax-cut bonuses—many of them thou-
sands and thousands of dollars per
worker; and it is getting more every
month, every week. Apple has just an-
nounced it plans to invest a total of
$350 billion in America and hire an-
other 20,000 workers. And just a little
while ago, ExxonMobil announced a $50
billion investment in the TUnited
States—just a little while ago.

This, in fact, is our new American
moment. There has never been a better
time to start living the American
Dream.

So to every citizen watching at home
tonight—no matter where you have
been or where you have come from—
this is your time. If you work hard, if
you believe in yourself, if you believe
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in America, then you can dream any-
thing, you can be anything, and, to-
gether, we can achieve absolutely any-
thing.

Tonight, I want to talk about what
kind of future we are going to have and
what kind of a nation we are going to
be. All of us, together, as one team, one
people, and one American family can
do anything.

We all share the same home, the
same heart, the same destiny, and the
same great American flag.

Together, we are rediscovering the
American way.

In America, we know that faith and
family, not government and bureauc-
racy, are the center of American life.
Our motto is ““In God We Trust.”

And we celebrate our police, our
military, and our amazing veterans as
heroes who deserve our total and un-
wavering support.

Here tonight is Preston Sharp, a 12-
year-old boy from Redding, California,
who noticed that veterans’ graves were
not marked with flags on Veterans
Day. He decided all by himself to
change that and started a movement
that has now placed 40,000 flags at the
graves of our great heroes. Preston: a
job well done.

Young patriots like Preston teach all
of us about our civic duty as Ameri-
cans. And I met Preston a little while
ago, and he is something very special;
that, I can tell you. Great future.
Thank you very much for all you have
done, Preston. Thank you very much.

Preston’s reverence for those who
have served our Nation reminds us of
why we salute our flag, why we put our
hands on our hearts for the Pledge of
Allegiance, and why we proudly stand
for the national anthem.

Americans love their country, and
they deserve a government that shows
them the same love and loyalty in re-
turn.

For the last year, we have sought to
restore the bonds of trust between our
citizens and their government. Work-
ing with the Senate, we are appointing
judges who will interpret the Constitu-
tion as written, including a great new
Supreme Court Justice and more cir-
cuit court judges than any new admin-
istration in the history of our country.

We are totally defending our Second
Amendment and have taken historic
actions to protect religious liberty.

And we are serving our brave vet-
erans, including giving our veterans
choice in their healthcare decisions.
Last year, Congress also passed, and I
signed, the landmark VA Account-
ability Act. Since its passage, my ad-
ministration has already removed more
than 1,500 VA employees who failed to
give our veterans the care they de-
serve, and we are hiring talented peo-
ple who love our vets as much as we do.
And I will not stop until our veterans
are properly taken care of, which has
been my promise to them from the
very beginning of this great journey.

All Americans deserve accountability
and respect, and that is what we are
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giving to our wonderful heroes,
veterans. Thank you.

So tonight I call on Congress to em-
power every Cabinet Secretary with
the authority to reward good workers
and to remove Federal employees who
undermine the public trust or fail the
American people.

In our drive to make Washington ac-
countable, we have eliminated more
regulations in our first year than any
administration in the history of our
country.

We have ended the war on American
energy, and we have ended the war on
beautiful, clean coal. We are now, very
proudly, an exporter of energy to the
world.

In Detroit, I halted government man-
dates that crippled America’s great,
beautiful autoworkers so that we can
get Motor City revving its engines
again, and that is what is happening.

Many car companies are now building
and expanding plants in the United
States, something we haven’t seen for
decades. Chrysler is moving a major
plant from Mexico to Michigan. Toyota
and Mazda are opening up a plant in
Alabama—a big one—and we haven’t
seen this in a long time. It is all com-
ing back. Very soon, auto plants and
other plants will be opening up all over
our country.

This is all news Americans are to-
tally unaccustomed to hearing. For
many years, companies and jobs were
only leaving us, but now they are roar-
ing back. They are coming back. They
want to be where the action is. They
want to be in the United States of
America. That is where they want to
be.

Exciting progress is happening every
single day.

To speed access to breakthrough
cures and affordable generic drugs, last
year the FDA approved more new and
generic drugs and medical devices than
ever before in our country’s history.

We also believe that patients with
terminal conditions and terminal ill-
ness should have access to experi-
mental treatment immediately that
could potentially save their lives.

People who are terminally ill should
not have to go from country to country
to seek a cure. I want to give them a
chance right here at home. It is time
for Congress to give these wonderful,
incredible Americans the ‘‘right to
try.”

One of my greatest priorities is to re-
duce the price of prescription drugs. In
many other countries, these drugs cost
far less than what we pay in the United
States, and it is very, very unfair. That
is why I have directed my administra-
tion to make fixing the injustice of
high drug prices one of my top prior-
ities for the year, and prices will come
down substantially. Watch.

America has also finally turned the
page on decades of unfair trade deals
that sacrificed our prosperity and
shipped away our companies, our jobs,
and our wealth. Our Nation has lost its
wealth, but we are getting it back so
fast.

our
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The era of economic surrender is to-
tally over.

From now on, we expect trading rela-
tionships to be fair and, very impor-
tantly, reciprocal.

We will work to fix bad trade deals
and negotiate new ones, and they will
be good ones, but they will be fair.

And we will protect American work-
ers and American intellectual property
through strong enforcement of our
trade rules.

As we rebuild our industries, it is
also time to rebuild our crumbling in-
frastructure.

America is a nation of builders. We
built the Empire State Building in just
1 year. Isn’t it a disgrace that it can
now take 10 years just to get a minor
permit approved for the building of a
simple road?

I am asking both parties to come to-
gether to give us safe, fast, reliable,
and modern infrastructure that our
economy needs and our people deserve.

Tonight, I am calling on Congress to
produce a bill that generates at least
$1.5 trillion for the new infrastructure
investment that our country so des-
perately needs.

Every Federal dollar should be lever-
aged by partnering with State and
local governments and, where appro-
priate, tapping into private sector in-
vestment to permanently fix the infra-
structure deficit, and we can do it.

Any bill must also streamline the
permitting and approval process, get-
ting it down to no more than 2 years,
and perhaps even 1.

Together, we can reclaim our great
building heritage. We will build gleam-
ing new roads, bridges, highways, rail-
ways, and waterways all across our
land, and we will do it with American
heart and American hands and Amer-
ican grit.

We want every American to know the
dignity of a hard day’s work. We want
every child to be safe in their home at
night. And we want every citizen to be
proud of this land that we all love so
much.

We can lift our citizens from welfare
to work, from dependence to independ-
ence, and from poverty to prosperity.

As tax cuts create new jobs, let’s in-
vest in workforce development and
let’s invest in job training, which we
need so badly. Let’s open great voca-
tional schools so our future workers
can learn a craft and realize their full
potential. And let’s support working
families by supporting paid family
leave.

As America regains its strength, op-
portunity must be extended to all citi-
zens. That is why this year we will em-
bark on reforming our prisons to help
former inmates who have served their
time get a second chance at life.

Struggling communities, especially
immigrant communities, will also be
helped by immigration policies that
focus on the best interests of American
workers and American families.

For decades, open borders have al-
lowed drugs and gangs to pour into our
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most vulnerable communities. They
have allowed millions of low-wage
workers to compete for jobs and wages
against the poorest Americans. Most
tragically, they have caused the loss of
many innocent lives.

Here tonight are two fathers and two
mothers: Evelyn Rodriguez, Freddy
Cuevas, Elizabeth Alvarado, and Rob-
ert Mickens. Their two teenage daugh-
ters, Kayla Cuevas and Nisa Mickens,
were close friends on Long Island. But
in September 2016, on the eve of Nisa’s
16th birthday, such a happy time it
should have been, neither of them came
home. These two precious girls were
brutally murdered while walking to-
gether in their hometown. Six mem-
bers of the savage MS-13 gang have
been charged with Kayla’s and Nisa’s
murders. Many of these gang members
took advantage of glaring loopholes in
our laws to enter the country as ille-
gal, unaccompanied alien minors, and
wound up in Kayla’s and Nisa’s high
school.

Evelyn, Elizabeth, Freddy, and Rob-
ert: Tonight, everyone in this Chamber
is praying for you. Everyone in Amer-
ica is grieving for you. Please stand.
Thank you very much. I want you to
know that 320 million hearts are right
now breaking for you. We love you.
Thank you. While we cannot imagine
the depths of that kind of sorrow, we
can make sure that other families
never have to endure this kind of pain.

Tonight I am calling on Congress to
finally close the deadly loopholes that
have allowed MS-13 and other criminal
gangs to break into our country. We
have proposed new legislation that will
fix our immigration laws and support
our ICE and Border Patrol agents.
These are great people. These are
great, great people who work so hard in
the midst of such danger so that this
can never happen again.

The United States is a compassionate
nation. We are proud that we do more
than any other country anywhere in
the world to help the needy, the strug-
gling, and the underprivileged all over
the world. But as President of the
United States, my highest loyalty, my
greatest compassion, my constant con-
cern, is for America’s children, Amer-
ica’s struggling workers, and America’s
forgotten communities. I want our
youth to grow up to achieve great
things. I want our poor to have their
chance to rise.

So tonight I am extending an open
hand to work with Members of both
parties, Democrats and Republicans, to
protect our citizens of every back-
ground, color, religion, and creed. My
duty and the sacred duty of every
elected official in this Chamber is to
defend Americans, to protect their
safety, their families, their commu-
nities, and their right to the American
Dream, because Americans are dream-
ers, too.

Here tonight is one leader in the ef-
fort to defend our country: Homeland
Security Investigations Special Agent
Celestino Martinez. He goes by DJ and
CJ.
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He said: Call me either one.

So we will call you CJ.

He served 15 years in the Air Force
before becoming an ICE agent and
spending the last 15 years fighting gang
violence and getting dangerous crimi-
nals off of our streets. Tough job.

At one point, MS-13 leaders ordered
CJ’s murder, and they wanted it to
happen quickly. But he did not cave to
threats or to fear. Last May, he com-
manded an operation to track down
gang members on Long Island. His
team has arrested nearly 400, including
more than 220 MS-13 gang members.

And I have to tell you what the Bor-
der Patrol and ICE have done. We have
sent thousands and thousands and
thousands of MS-13, horrible people out
of this country or into our prisons.

So I just want to congratulate you,
CJ. You are a brave guy. Thank you
very much.

And I asked CJ: What is the secret?

He said: “We are just tougher than
they are.”

And I like that answer. Now let’s get
Congress to send you—and all of the
people in this great Chamber have to
do it. We have no choice. CJ, we are
going to send you reinforcements and
we are going to send them to you
quickly. It is what you need.

Over the next few weeks, the House
and Senate will be voting on an immi-
gration reform package. In recent
months, my administration has met
extensively with both Democrats and
Republicans to craft a bipartisan ap-
proach to immigration reform. Based
on these discussions, we presented Con-
gress with a detailed proposal that
should be supported by both parties as
a fair compromise, one where nobody
gets everything they want, but where
our country gets the critical reforms it
needs and must have.

Here are the four pillars of our plan:

The first pillar of our framework gen-
erously offers a path to citizenship for
1.8 million illegal immigrants who
were brought here by their parents at a
young age. That covers almost three
times more people than the previous
administration covered. Under our
plan, those who meet education and
work requirements, and show good
moral character, will be able to become
full citizens of the United States over a
12-year period.

The second pillar fully secures the
border. That means building a great
wall on the Southern border, and it
means hiring more heroes like CJ to
keep our communities safe. Crucially,
our plan closes the terrible loopholes
exploited by criminals and terrorists to
enter our country, and it finally ends
the horrible and dangerous practice of
catch and release.

The third pillar ends the visa lot-
tery—a program that randomly hands
out green cards without any regard for
skill, merit, or the safety of American
people. It is time to begin moving to-
ward a merit-based immigration sys-
tem—one that admits people who are
skilled, who want to work, who will

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

contribute to our society, and who will
love and respect our country.

The fourth and final pillar protects
the nuclear family by ending chain mi-
gration. Under the current broken sys-
tem, a single immigrant can bring in
virtually unlimited numbers of distant
relatives. Under our plan, we focus on
the immediate family by limiting spon-
sorships to spouses and minor children.
This vital reform is necessary, not just
for our economy, but for our security
and for the future of America.

In recent weeks, two terrorist at-
tacks in New York were made possible
by the visa lottery and chain migra-
tion. In the age of terrorism, these pro-
grams present risks we can just no
longer afford.

It is time to reform these outdated
immigration rules and finally bring our
immigration system into the 21st cen-
tury.

These four pillars represent a down-
the-middle compromise, and one that
will create a safe, modern, and lawful
immigration system.

For over 30 years, Washington has
tried and failed to solve this problem.
This Congress can be the one that fi-
nally makes it happen.

Most importantly, these four pillars
will produce legislation that fulfills my
ironclad pledge to sign a bill that puts
America first. So let’s come together,
set politics aside, and finally get the
job done.

These reforms will also support our
response to the terrible crisis of opioid
and drug addiction. Never before has it
been like it is now. It is terrible, and
we have to do something about it.

In 2016, we lost 64,000 Americans to
drug overdoses: 174 deaths per day, 7
per hour. We must get much tougher
on drug dealers and pushers if we are
going to succeed in stopping this
scourge.

My administration is committed to
fighting the drug epidemic and helping
get treatment for those in need, for
those who have been so terribly hurt.
The struggle will be long, and it will be
difficult; but as Americans always do,
in the end, we will succeed, and we will
prevail.

As we have seen tonight, the most
difficult challenges bring out the best
in America.

We see a vivid expression of this
truth in the story of the Holets family
of New Mexico. Ryan Holets is 27 years
old and an officer with the Albu-
querque Police Department. He is here
tonight with his wife, Rebecca. Thank
you, Ryan.

Last year, Ryan was on duty when he
saw a pregnant, homeless woman pre-
paring to inject heroin. When Ryan
told her she was going to harm her un-
born child, she began to weep. She told
him she didn’t know where to turn but
badly wanted a safe home for her baby.
In that moment, Ryan said he felt God
speak to him: You will do it because
you can. He heard those words. He took
out a picture of his wife and their four
kids. Then he went home to tell his
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wife, Rebecca. In an instant, she agreed
to adopt. The Holets named their new
daughter Hope.

Ryan and Rebecca, you embody the
goodness of our Nation. Thank you.
Thank you, Ryan and Rebecca.

As we rebuild America’s strength and
confidence at home, we are also restor-
ing our strength and standing abroad.

Around the world, we face rogue re-
gimes, terrorist groups, and rivals like
China and Russia that challenge our
interests, our economy, and our values.
In confronting these horrible dangers,
we know that weakness is the surest
path to conflict, and unmatched power
is the surest means to our true and
great defense.

For this reason, I am asking Con-
gress to end the dangerous defense se-
quester and fully fund our great mili-
tary.

As part of our defense, we must mod-
ernize and rebuild our nuclear arsenal,
hopefully never having to use it, but
making it so strong and so powerful
that it will deter any acts of aggression
by any other nation or anyone else.
Perhaps someday in the future there
will be a magical moment when the
countries of the world will get together
to eliminate their nuclear weapons.
Unfortunately, we are not there yet,
sadly.

Last year, I also pledged that we
would work with our allies to extin-
guish ISIS from the face of the Earth.
One year later, I am proud to report
that the coalition to defeat ISIS has
liberated very close to 100 percent of
the territory just recently held by
these killers in Iraq and in Syria, and
in other locations as well. But there is
much more work to be done. We will
continue our fight until ISIS is de-
feated.

Army Staff Sergeant Justin Peck is
here tonight. Near Raqqa last Novem-
ber, Justin and his comrade, Chief
Petty Officer Kenton Stacy, were on a
mission to clear buildings that ISIS
had rigged with explosives so that ci-
vilians could return to that city, hope-
fully soon and hopefully safely.

Clearing the second floor of a vital
hospital, Kenton Stacy was severely
wounded by an explosion. Immediately,
Justin bounded into the booby-trapped
and unbelievably dangerous and unsafe
building and found Kenton but in very,
very bad shape.

He applied pressure to the wound and
inserted a tube to reopen an airway. He
then performed CPR for 20 straight
minutes during the ground transport
and maintained artificial respiration
through 2% hours of emergency sur-
gery.

Kenton Stacy would have died if it
were not for Justin’s selfless love for
his fellow warrior. Tonight, Kenton is
recovering in Texas. Raqqa is liberated.
And Justin is wearing his new Bronze
Star, with a “V” for ‘‘valor.” Staff Ser-
geant Peck: All of America salutes
you.

Terrorists who do things like place
bombs in civilian hospitals are evil.
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When possible, we have no choice but
to annihilate them. When necessary,
we must be able to detain and question
them. But we must be clear: Terrorists
are not merely criminals. They are un-
lawful enemy combatants. And when
captured overseas, they should be
treated like the terrorists they are.

In the past, we have foolishly re-
leased hundreds and hundreds of dan-
gerous terrorists, only to meet them
again on the battlefield—including the
ISIS leader, al-Baghdadi, whom we cap-
tured, whom we had, whom we re-
leased.

So today, I am keeping another
promise. I just signed, prior to walking
in, an order directing Secretary Mattis,
who is doing a great job—thank you—
to reexamine our military detention
policy and to keep open the detention
facilities in Guantanamo Bay.

I am asking Congress to ensure that,
in the fight against ISIS and al-Qaida,
we continue to have all necessary
power to detain terrorists—wherever
we chase them down, wherever we find
them. And in many cases, for them, it
will now be Guantanamo Bay.

At the same time, as of a few months
ago, our warriors in Afghanistan have
new rules of engagement. Along with
their heroic Afghan partners, our mili-
tary is no longer undermined by artifi-
cial timelines, and we no longer tell
our enemies our plans.

Last month, I also took an action en-
dorsed unanimously by the U.S. Senate
just months before: I recognized Jeru-
salem as the capital of Israel.

Shortly afterwards, dozens of coun-
tries voted in the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly against America’s sov-
ereign right to make this decision. In
2016, American taxpayers generously
sent those same countries more than
$20 billion in aid.

That is why, tonight, I am asking
Congress to pass legislation to help en-
sure American foreign-assistance dol-
lars always serve American interests
and only go to friends of America, not
enemies of America.

As we strengthen friendships all
around the world, we are also restoring
clarity about our adversaries.

When the people of Iran rose up
against the crimes of their corrupt dic-
tatorship, I did not stay silent. Amer-
ica stands with the people of Iran in
their courageous struggle for freedom.

I am asking Congress to address the
fundamental flaws in the terrible Iran
nuclear deal.

My administration has also imposed
tough sanctions on the communist and
socialist dictatorships in Cuba and
Venezuela.

But no regime has oppressed its own
citizens more totally or brutally than
the cruel dictatorship in North Korea.

North Korea’s reckless pursuit of nu-
clear missiles could very soon threaten
our homeland. We are waging a cam-
paign of maximum pressure to prevent
that from ever happening.

Past experience has taught us that
complacency and concessions only in-
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vite aggression and provocation. I will
not repeat the mistakes of past admin-
istrations that got us into this very
dangerous position.

We need only look at the depraved
character of the North Korean regime
to understand the nature of the nuclear
threat it could pose to America and to
our allies.

Otto Warmbier was a hardworking
student at the University of Virginia,
and a great student he was. On his way
to study abroad in Asia, Otto joined a
tour to North Korea. At its conclusion,
this wonderful young man was arrested
and charged with crimes against the
state. After a shameful trial, the dicta-
torship sentenced Otto to 15 years of
hard labor before returning him to
America last June—horribly injured
and on the verge of death. He passed
away just days after his return.

Otto’s wonderful parents, Fred and
Cindy Warmbier, are here with us to-
night, along with Otto’s brother and
sister, Austin and Greta—incredible
people. You are powerful witnesses to a
menace that threatens our world, and
your strength truly inspires us all.
Thank you very much. Tonight, we
pledge to honor Otto’s memory with
total American resolve.

Finally, we are joined by one more
witness to the ominous nature of this
regime. His name is Mr. Ji Seong-ho. In
1996, Seong-ho was a starving boy in
North Korea. One day, he tried to steal
coal from a railroad car to barter for a
few scraps of food which were very hard
to get. In the process, he passed out on
the train tracks, exhausted from hun-
ger. He woke up as a train ran over his
limbs. He then endured multiple ampu-
tations without anything to dull the
pain or the hurt. His brother and sister
gave what little food they had to help
him recover and ate dirt themselves—
permanently stunting their own
growth. Later, he was tortured by
North Korean authorities after return-
ing from a brief visit to China. His tor-
mentors wanted to know if he had met
any Christians. He had; and he resolved
after that to be free.

Seong-ho traveled thousands of miles
on crutches all across China and
Southeast Asia to freedom. Most of his
family followed. His father was caught
trying to escape and was tortured to
death. Today he lives in Seoul, where
he rescues other defectors, and broad-
casts into North Korea what the re-
gime fears most—the truth.

Today he has a new leg. But, Seong-
ho, I understand you still keep those
old crutches as a reminder of how far
you have come. Your great sacrifice is
an inspiration to us all. Thank you.

Seong-ho’s story is a testament to
the yearning of every human soul to
live in freedom.

It was that same yearning for free-
dom that nearly 250 years ago gave
birth to a special place called America.
It was a small cluster of colonies
caught between a great ocean and a
vast wilderness. It was home to an in-
credible people with a revolutionary
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idea: that they could rule themselves,
that they could chart their own des-
tiny, and that, together, they could
light up the entire world.

That is what our country has always
been about. That is what Americans
have always stood for, always strived
for, and always done.

Atop the dome of this Capitol stands
the Statue of Freedom. She stands tall
and dignified among the monuments to
our ancestors who fought and lived and
died to protect her—monuments to
Washington and Jefferson, to Lincoln
and King.

They are memorials to the heroes of
Yorktown and Saratoga—to the young
Americans who shed their blood on the
shores of Normandy and the fields be-
yond, and others who went down in the
waters of the Pacific and the skies all
over Asia.

And freedom stands tall over one
more monument: this one—this Cap-
itol, this living monument. This is the
monument to the American people.

We are a people whose heroes live not
only in the past, but all around us—de-
fending hope and pride and defending
the American way.

They work in every trade. They sac-
rifice to raise a family. They care for
our children at home. They defend our
flag abroad. They are strong moms and
brave kids. They are firefighters, police
officers, border agents, medics, and
marines. But above all else, they are
Americans. And this Capitol, this city,
this Nation, belong entirely to them.

Our task is to respect them, to listen
to them, to serve them, to protect
them, and to always be worthy of
them.

Americans fill the world with art and
music. They push the bounds of science
and discovery, and they forever remind
us of what we should never ever forget:
the people dreamed this country, the
people built this country, and it is the
people who are making America great
again.

As long as we are proud of who we are
and what we are fighting for, there is
nothing we cannot achieve.

As long as we have confidence in our
values, faith in our citizens, and trust
in our God, we will never fail. Our fam-
ilies will thrive. Our people will pros-
per. And our Nation will forever be safe
and strong and proud and mighty and
free.

Thank you, and God bless America.

Good night.

(Applause, the Members rising.)

At 10 o’clock and 37 minutes p.m.,
the President of the United States, ac-
companied by the committee of escort,
retired from the Hall of the House of
Representatives.

The Assistant to the Sergeant at
Arms escorted the invited guests from
the Chamber in the following order:

The members of the President’s Cabi-
net; the Chief Justice of the United
States and the Associate Justices of
the Supreme Court; the Dean of the
Diplomatic Corps.

The SPEAKER. The Chair declares
the joint session of the two Houses now
dissolved.
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Accordingly, at 10 o’clock and 38
minutes p.m., the joint session of the
two Houses was dissolved.

The Members of the Senate retired to
their Chamber.

——————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER laid before the House
the following communication from the
Clerk of the House of Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, January 30, 2018.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
January 30, 2018, at 4:58 p.m.:

That the Senate concurs in House of Rep-
resentatives amendment to the bill S. 534.

That the Senate passed without an amend-
ment H.R. 4708.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

———————

MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT RE-
FERRED TO THE COMMITTEE OF
THE WHOLE HOUSE ON THE
STATE OF THE UNION

Mr. McCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the message of the President be
referred to the Whole House of the
state of the Union and ordered printed.

The motion was agreed to.

————

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 10 o’clock and 39 minutes

p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until Friday, Feb-
ruary 2, 2018, at 4:30 p.m.
————
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

3857. A letter from the Acting Secretary,
Department of Health and Human Services,
transmitting a determination that a public
health emergency exists nationwide as a re-
sult of the consequences of the opioid crisis,
pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 247d(a); July 1, 1944, ch.
373, title III, Sec. 319(a) (as amended by Pub-
lic Law 107-188, Sec. 144(a)); (116 Stat. 630); to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

3858. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Energy, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s report on Assessment of Solid-State
Lighting, Phase Two, pursuant to Public
Law 110-140, Sec. 321(h)(3); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

3859. A letter from the Assistant Legal Ad-
viser, Office of Treaty Affairs, Department of
State, transmitting reports concerning
international agreements other than treaties
entered into by the United States to be
transmitted to the Congress within the
sixty-day period specified in the Case-Za-
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blocki Act, pursuant to 1 U.S.C. 112b(a); Pub-
lic Law 92-403, Sec. 1(a) (as amended by Pub-
lic Law 108-458, Sec. 7121(b)); (118 Stat. 3807);
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

3860. A letter from the Director, Financial
Reporting and Internal Controls, Depart-
ment of Commerce, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s Fiscal Year 2017 Annual Financial
Report, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 3515(a)(1); Pub-
lic Law 101-576, Sec. 303(a)(1) (as amended by
Public Law 107-289, Sec. 2(a)); (116 Stat. 2049);
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

3861. A letter from the Director, White
House Liaison, Department of Education,
transmitting a notification of an action on
nomination, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a);
Public Law 105-277, 151(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614);
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

3862. A letter from the Director, White
House Liaison, Department of Education,
transmitting a notification of an action on
nomination, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a);
Public Law 105-277, 151(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614);
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

3863. A letter from the Executive Analyst
(Political), Department of Health and
Human Services, transmitting a notification
of an action on a nomination and a notifica-
tion of discontinuation of service in acting
role, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law
105-277, 151(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614); to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

3864. A letter from the Executive Analyst
(Political), Department of Health and
Human Services, transmitting a notification
on a nomination and a notification on an ac-
tion on nomination, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
3349(a); Public Law 105-277, 1561(b); (112 Stat.
2681-614); to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

3865. A letter from the Executive Analyst
(Political), Department of Health and
Human Services, transmitting a notification
on a nomination and a notification of an ac-
tion on nomination, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
3349(a); Public Law 105-277, 1561(b); (112 Stat.
2681-614); to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

3866. A letter from the Executive Analyst
(Political), Department of Health and
Human Services, transmitting a notification
of a nomination and a notification of an ac-
tion on nomination, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
3349(a); Public Law 105-277, 151(b); (112 Stat.
2681-614); to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

3867. A letter from the Attorney-Advisor,
Office of General Counsel, Department of
Transportation, transmitting a notification
of a federal vacancy and designation of act-
ing officer, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Pub-
lic Law 105-277, 151(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614); to
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

3868. A letter from the Staff Director,
United States Commission on Civil Rights,
transmitting the Commission’s Fiscal Year
2017 Performance and Accountability Report,
pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 3515(a)(1); Public Law
101-576, Sec. 303(a)(1) (as amended by Public
Law 107-289, Sec. 2(a)); (116 Stat. 2049); to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. HENSARLING: Committee on Finan-
cial Services; H.R. 3299. A bill to amend the
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Revised Statutes, the Home Owners’ Loan
Act, the Federal Credit Union Act, and the
Federal Deposit Insurance Act to require the
rate of interest on certain loans remain un-
changed after transfer of the loan, and for
other purposes (Rept. 115-538). Referred to
the Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union.

Mr. GOODLATTE: Committee on the Judi-
ciary. H.R. 620. A bill to amend the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act of 1990 to promote
compliance through education, to clarify the
requirements for demand letters, to provide
for a notice and cure period before the com-
mencement of a private civil action, and for
other purposes (Rept. 115-539). Referred to
the Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union.

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. BACON (for himself, Mr. PERRY,
Mr. DONOVAN, and Mr. NORMAN):

H.R. 4896. A bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to provide States with limited
authority to reduce the frequency with
which qualified law enforcement officers
must meet firearm training standards in
order to be eligible to carry a concealed fire-
arm; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. LOBIONDO (for himself, Mr.
NoLAN, Ms. BoNnaMIcI, and Mrs. COM-
STOCK):

H.R. 4897. A bill to require a study on
women and lung cancer, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce.

By Ms. ROSEN (for herself, Ms.
STEFANIK, Mr. WESTERMAN, and Mrs.
MURPHY of Florida):

H.R. 4898. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to extend authorities relating
to homeless veterans, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. CARTWRIGHT (for himself, Mr.
PAYNE, and Ms. NORTON):

H.R. 4899. A bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to provide grants for
treatment of heroin, opioids, cocaine, meth-
amphetamine, 3,4-methyl-
enedioxymethamphet-amine (ecstasy), and
phency-clidine (PCP) abuse, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

By Mr. CONNOLLY (for himself, Mr.
HOYER, Ms. NORTON, Mr. SARBANES,
Mr. BEYER, Mr. RASKIN, and Mr.
BROWN of Maryland):

H.R. 4900. A bill to authorize additional
funding for the Washington Metropolitan
Area Transit Authority, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure.

By Mr. ENGEL (for himself and Mrs.
CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York):

H.R. 4901. A bill to amend chapter 44 of
title 18, United States Code, to treat flame-
throwers the same as machineguns; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. KATKO (for himself and Mr.
BLUMENAUER):

H.R. 4902. A bill to amend the Water Infra-
structure Finance and Innovation Act of 2014
to provide to State infrastructure financing
authorities additional opportunities to re-
ceive loans under that Act to support drink-
ing water and clean water State revolving
funds to deliver water infrastructure to com-
munities across the United States, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure, and in addition
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce,
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for a period to be subsequently determined
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned.
By Mr. KUSTOFF of Tennessee (for
himself and Mr. NORCROSS):

H.R. 4903. A bill to direct the Comptroller
General to conduct a study and submit a re-
port to Congress on best practices in use by
Federal departments and agencies to reduce
opioid usage following medical procedures;
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. LAHOOD:

H.R. 4904. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Agriculture to allow producers to file a one-
time program contract for certain programs,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Agriculture.

By Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia (for
himself and Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas):

H.R. 4905. A bill to provide for improve-
ments to National Flood Insurance Program
rate maps, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Financial Services.

By Ms. NORTON (for herself and Mrs.
CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York):

H.R. 4906. A bill to amend title 13, United
States Code, to prohibit the use of questions
on citizenship, nationality, or immigration
status in any decennial census, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

By Mr. RUSH (for himself, Mr. PAL-
LONE, and Mrs. BUSTOS):

H.R. 4907. A bill to amend the Safe Drink-
ing Water Act to require the Administrator
of the Environmental Protection Agency to
establish a grant program to assist eligible
entities in carrying out programs to replace
lead service lines for schools and solder that
is not lead free used in the plumbing for
schools, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. RUSH (for himself, Mr. PAL-
LONE, and Mrs. BUSTOS):

H.R. 4908. A bill to amend the Safe Drink-
ing Water Act to provide assistance to
schools to replace drinking water fountains
that may contain lead, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce.

By Mr. RUTHERFORD (for himself,
Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky, Mr. KIL-
MER, and Mr. DEUTCH):

H.R. 4909. A bill to reauthorize the grant
program for school security in the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia (for
himself and Mr. BISHOP of Georgia):

H.R. 4910. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to provide outer burial recep-
tacles for remains buried in National Parks,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs, and in addition to the
Committee on Natural Resources, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. SMUCKER:

H.R. 4911. A bill to establish a Joint Com-
mission on Budget Process Reform; to the
Committee on the Budget, and in addition to
the Committee on Rules, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Ms. CHENEY:

H. Res. 719. A resolution electing a Member
to a certain standing committee of the
House of Representatives; considered and
agreed to.

By Mr. COHEN (for himself, Ms.
ADAMS, Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania,
Ms. BASS, Mr. CAPUANO, Mr. COOPER,
Mr. DOGGETT, Ms. KAPTUR, Mr. LEWIS
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of Georgia, Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALO-
NEY of New York, Ms. MOORE, Mrs.
NAPOLITANO, Mr. PALLONE, Mr. PAs-
CRELL, Mr. RUSH, Ms. WASSERMAN
SCHULTZ, Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee,
Mrs. BLACK, Ms. JACKSON LEE, Mr.
BEYER, Mr. DESAULNIER, Mr. McGOV-
ERN, Ms. NORTON, Mr. BISHOP of Geor-
gia, Mr. ScoTT of Virginia, Mr. RICH-
MOND, Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois,
Ms. LEE, Mr. DAVID SCcOTT of Georgia,
Mrs. BEATTY, Ms. SEWELL of Ala-
bama, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Mr.
CUMMINGS, Ms. BARRAGAN, Mr. CAR-
SON of Indiana, Mr. KHANNA, Mr. NOR-
CROSS, Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr.

FLEISCHMANN, Mr. MCEACHIN, Ms.
MAXINE WATERS of California, Ms.
Jupy CHU of California, Mr.

DESJARLAIS, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr.
VEASEY, Mr. EVANS, Mr. YARMUTH,
Ms. WILSON of Florida, Mr. HASTINGS,
Ms. CASTOR of Florida, Mr. ROE of
Tennessee, Mr. KUSTOFF of Ten-
nessee, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. WELCH,
Mr. RASKIN, Mr. BROWN of Maryland,
Mr. LYNCH, Mr. BUTTERFIELD, Mr.
JEFFRIES, Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr. ELLISON,
Mrs. DEMINGS, Mr. CARTWRIGHT, Mr.
NEAL, Mr. RYAN of Ohio, Mr. BLU-
MENAUER, Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHN-
SON of Texas, and Mr. CLEAVER):

H. Res. 720. A resolution recognizing the
coordinated struggle of workers on the 50th
anniversary of the 1968 Memphis sanitation
workers strike to voice their grievances and
reach a collective agreement for rights in
the workplace; to the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce.

————

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY
STATEMENT

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or
joint resolution.

By Mr. BACON:

H.R. 4896.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, clause 3 provides Con-
gress with the power to ‘‘regulate commerce
with foreign nations, and among the several
states, and with the Indian tribes.”’

By Mr. LOBIONDO:

H.R. 4897.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion.

By Ms. ROSEN:

H.R. 4898.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

U.S. Constitution, Article 1, Section 8,
Clause 18: To make all laws which shall be
necessary and proper for carrying into execu-
tion the foregoing powers, and all other pow-
ers vested by this Constitution in the gov-
ernment of the United States, or in any de-
partment or officer thereof.

By Mr. CARTWRIGHT:

H.R. 4899.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I; Section 8; Clause 1 of the Con-
stitution states The Congress shall have
Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Im-
posts and Excises, to pay the Debts and pro-
vide for the common Defence and general
Welfare of the United States . . .

By Mr. CONNOLLY:

H.R. 4900.
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Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion.

By Mr. ENGEL:

H.R. 4901.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 1 of the Constitution.

By Mr. KATKO:

H.R. 4902.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18: To make all
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into Execution the foregoing
Power, and all other Powers vested by this
Constitution in the Government of the
United States, or in any Department or Offi-
cer thereof.

By Mr. KUSTOFF of Tennessee:

H.R. 4903.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Under Article I, Section 8, the Necessary
and Proper Clause. Congress shall have
power to make all laws which shall be nec-
essary and proper for carrying into Execu-
tion the foregoing Powers and all Powers
vested by this Constitution in the Govern-
ment of the United States, or in any Depart-
ment or Officer thereof.

By Mr. LAHOOD:

H.R. 4904.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18: To make all
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United
States, or in any Department or Officer
thereof.

By Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia:

H.R. 4905.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

This bill is enacted pursuant to Article I,
Section 8, Clause 1 of the Constitution of the
United States

By Ms. NORTON:

H.R. 4906.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

clause 3 of section 2 of article I of the Con-
stitution.

By Mr. RUSH:

H.R. 4907.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 of the United
States Constitution.

By Mr. RUSH:

H.R. 4908.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 of the United
States Constitution.

By Mr. RUTHERFORD:

H.R. 4909.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution.

By Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia:

H.R. 4910.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution.

By Mr. SMUCKER:

H.R. 4911.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 of the Con-
stitution.
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ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows:

H.R. 217: Mr. BIGGS.

H.R. 365: Mr. LONG.

H.R. 389: Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN and Ms.
BROWNLEY of California.

H.R. 586: Mr. BIGGS.

H.R. 6566: Mr. BIGGS.

H.R. 664: Ms. SHEA-PORTER.

H.R. 731: Mr. PETERS, Mr. SCHIFF, and Mr.
KHANNA.

H.R. 754: Mr. MCEACHIN.

H.R. 785: Mr. THOMAS J. ROONEY of Florida.

H.R. 807: Mr. CURTIS.

H.R. 853: Mr. BIGGS.

H.R. 866: Mrs. LAWRENCE.

H.R. 1017: Mr. GALLAGHER.

H.R. 1027: Mr. GOMEZ.

H.R. 1078: Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Penn-
sylvania.

H.R. 1141:
sylvania.

H.R. 1144:

H.R. 1173:

H.R. 1192:

H.R. 1203:

H.R. 1204:

H.R. 1227:
PINGREE.

H.R. 1298:

H.R. 1339:

H.R. 1341:

H.R. 1419:

H.R. 1458:

H.R. 1554:

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Penn-

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania.

Ms. ESHOO.

Mrs. ROBY.

Mr. BIGGS.

Ms. MENG.

Ms. ESHOO, Ms. NORTON, and Ms.

Ms.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

MENG.
BLUM.
GARRETT.
WALBERG.
DESAULNIER.
POLIQUIN.

H.R. 1627: Mr. RYAN of Ohio.

H.R. 1772: Mr. BisHOP of Georgia, Mr. BLUM,
Mr. FORTENBERRY, Mr. MEEHAN, Mr. McCKIN-
LEY, and Mr. RASKIN.

H.R. 1970: Mr. UPTON.

H.R. 1972: Mr. HUDSON and Mr. GALLAGHER.

H.R. 2019: Mr. BIGGS.

H.R. 2077: Ms. BROWNLEY of California.

H.R. 2095: Ms. SHEA-PORTER.

H.R. 2149: Mr. LAMALFA and Mr. FLORES.

H.R. 2215: Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Mr.
VARGAS, and Ms. SPEIER.

H.R. 2260: Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD.

H.R. 2310: Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina.

H.R. 2436: Mr. DENHAM and Ms. GABBARD.

H.R. 2472: Mr. MOULTON.

H.R. 2528: Ms. PINGREE.

H.R. 2550: Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Penn-
sylvania.

H.R. 2583:

H.R. 2634:

H.R. 2683:

H.R. 2712:

H.R. 2723:

H.R. 2790:

H.R. 2899:

H.R. 2996:

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ.
Mr. COHEN.
Mr. MACARTHUR.
Mrs. WAGNER.
Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS.
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ.
Mr. NADLER.
Mr. GARRETT.
H.R. 3199: Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD.
H.R. 3252: Mr. BLUMENAUER.
H.R. 3301: Mrs. DEMINGS, Ms.
CICILLINE, and Mr. SMITH of Texas.
H.R. 3350: Mr. DUFFY.
H.R. 3361: Mr. LANGEVIN.
H.R. 3444: Ms. LEE.
H.R. 3477: Mr. CURBELO of Florida.
H.R. 3497: Mr. KHANNA.
H.R. 3513: Mr. RUTHERFORD.
H.R. 3563: Mr. RASKIN.

BaAss, Mr.
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H.R. 3580: Mr. GARAMENDI.

H.R. 3593: Mr. McCLINTOCK and Mr. PALM-
ER.

H.R. 3641: Mr. ROUZER.

H.R. 36564: Mr. GARAMENDI, Mr. RUSH, Mr.
KRISHNAMOORTHI, Ms. BARRAGAN, Mr. WELCH,
Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania, Mr.
KHANNA, Ms. PINGREE, Mr. SERRANO, Mr. GRI-
JALVA, Mr. MCEACHIN, Mr. SMITH of Wash-
ington, Mr. POCAN, Mr. BEYER, Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY, Mr. NADLER, Mr. EVANS, Mr. BLU-
MENAUER, Mr. PAYNE, Mr. MOULTON, Mr.
CARBAJAL, Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York, Mr. KIHUEN, and Mr. HIGGINS of New
York.

H.R. 3671: Mr. CAPUANO.

H.R. 3692: Ms. SLAUGHTER and Mrs. COM-
STOCK.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

3730: Mr. POSEY.

3738: Mr. MOULTON and Mrs. DINGELL.

3740: Mr. MARINO.

3773: Ms. ESHOO and Mr. GALLEGO.

3878: Mr. DESAULNIER.

3981: Mr. QUIGLEY.

4016: Mr. ROUZER and Ms. LOFGREN.
H.R. 4022: Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER, Mr. CLAY,

Mr. CRIST, Mr. CooOK, Ms. KELLY of Illinois,

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS, Mr. MARINO, and

Mr. MACARTHUR.

H.R. 4099: Mr. COLE, Mr. NORMAN, Mr.
PAYNE, Mr. GIANFORTE, Mr. GONZALEZ of
Texas, Ms. PINGREE, Ms. LOFGREN, Mr.

PETERSON, Mr. BUCSHON, Mr. PETERS, and
Mr. MCNERNEY.

H.R. 4115: Miss RICE of New York.

H.R. 4203: Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania.

H.R. 4215: Mr. HUDSON.

H.R. 4229: Mr. MOOLENAAR, Mr. KEATING,
and Mr. KIND.

H.R. 4265: Mr. COLLINS of New York.

H.R. 4306: Mr. GRIJALVA.

H.R. 4311: Mr. HUDSON, Ms. TENNEY, and
Mr. HUNTER.

H.R. 4312: Mr. FITZPATRICK, Mr. SAM JOHN-
SON of Texas, and Mr. BIGGS.

H.R. 4314: Mr. CoLLINS of New York, Mr.
MACARTHUR, and Mr. MARSHALL.

H.R. 4327: Mr. MITCHELL, Mr. GUTHRIE, and
Mr. BRAT.

H.R. 4345: Mr. Suo0zzl, Mr. POSEY, Ms. SE-

WELL of Alabama, Mr. RASKIN, and Mr.
PETERSON.

H.R. 4396: Mr. CAPUANO.

H.R. 4397: Mr. LOWENTHAL.

H.R. 4403: Ms. STEFANIK, Mr. YOUNG of

Alaska, Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois, Mr.
WALDEN, and Mr. BUCSHON.

H.R. 4439: Mr. PETERSON.

H.R. 4444: Mr. FITZPATRICK and Ms. TITUS.

H.R. 4473: Mr. COOK.

H.R. 4492: Mrs. LAWRENCE.

H.R. 4518: Mr. KEATING, Mr. AGUILAR, Mrs.
BusTOS, Mr. CARSON of Indiana, Mr. CART-
WRIGHT, Ms. DELBENE, Mr. DOGGETT, Mr.
RUSH, Ms. WILSON of Florida, Mr. BRENDAN
F. BoYLE of Pennsylvania, Ms. CASTOR of

Florida, Mr. NADLER, and Mr. RUPPERS-
BERGER.

H.R. 4525: Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN and Mr.
BYRNE.

H.R. 4547: Mr. LAHoOOD and Mr. CURTIS.

H.R. 4548: Mrs. DINGELL.

H.R. 4573: Mr. LYNCH.

H.R. 4575: Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania
and Mr. HUDSON.

H.R. 4587: Mr. MCGOVERN.

H.R. 4610: Mr. STIVERS and Mr. TAKANO.
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H.R. 4631: Ms. STEFANIK, Ms. FOxX, and Mr.
FOSTER.

H.R. 4655: Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois, Mr.
FORTENBERRY, Mr. KATKO, Mr. JOYCE of Ohio,
and Mr. DIAZ-BALART.

H.R. 4666: Mr. LONG and Mr. VALADAO.

H.R. 4673: Mrs. LOVE, Mrs. COMSTOCK, and
Ms. TITUS.

H.R. 4677: Mr. NEAL and Mr. MCGOVERN.

H.R. 4681: Mr. STIVERS.

H.R. 4703: Mr. NORMAN.

H.R. 4706: Mrs. ROoBY, Mr. RATCLIFFE, and
Mr. RUTHERFORD.

H.R. 4724: Mr. GARAMENDI.

H.R. 4732: Mr. NORMAN and Mr. SENSEN-
BRENNER.

H.R. 4744: Mrs. TORRES and Ms. ROSEN.

H.R. 4747: Mr. LAMBORN and Mr. YOHO.

H.R. 4760: Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky and Mr.
MESSER.

H.R. 4782: Mr. HASTINGS.

H.R. 4820: Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, Mr.
GENE GREEN of Texas, Mr. ELLISON, Mrs.
DEMINGS, Mr. PAYNE, Mr. RU1Z, Mr. MEEKS,
Ms. VELAZQUEZ, Mr. WELCH, Ms. BLUNT ROCH-
ESTER, Mr. ENGEL, Mr. RYAN of Ohio, Mr.
BLUMENAUER, Mr. KILMER, Ms. SPEIER, and
Ms. CLARKE of New York.

H.R. 4821: Mr. KUSTOFF of Tennessee, Mr.
KATKO, and Mr. HUDSON.

H.R. 4827: Mr. JONES, Mr. CORREA, Mr.
CRIST, Ms. BORDALLO, Mrs. DEMINGS, and Ms.
SLAUGHTER.

H.R. 4840: Mr. YOHO, Ms. FRANKEL of Flor-
ida, Mr. DESANTIS, Mr. MAST, Mr. BUCHANAN,
Mr. RUTHERFORD, and Mr. DUNN.

H.R. 4855: Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN.

H.R. 4859: Ms. NORTON, Ms. MOORE, Ms.
LEE, Mr. TONKO, and Mr. RUPPERSBERGER.

H.R. 4885: Ms. KAPTUR and Mr. CAPUANO.

H.R. 4888: Mr. SCHIFF, Ms. SHEA-PORTER,
Mr. KIHUEN, and Mr. BEYER.

H.R. 4889: Ms. PINGREE and Mr. NOLAN.

H.R. 4894: Ms. SINEMA, Mr. FERGUSON, Mr.
KiING of Iowa, and Mrs. COMSTOCK.

H. Con. Res. 10: Mr. ROSKAM.

H. Con. Res. 59: Mr. PALAZZO0.

H. Con. Res. 63: Ms. TSONGAS, Mr. PETERS,
Ms. BORDALLO, Mr. RYAN of Ohio, Mr. PRICE
of North Carolina, Mr. MCNERNEY, and Mr.
PANETTA.

H. Res. 188: Mr. RUSH and Mr. RUIZ.

H. Res. 239: Mr. CONNOLLY.

H. Res. 252: Mr. PAYNE.

H. Res. 353: Mr. CONNOLLY.

H. Res. 401: Ms. KAPTUR and Mr. MAC-
ARTHUR.

H. Res. 466: Mr. MCNERNEY and Mr. MAC-
ARTHUR.

H. Res. 613: Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana.

H. Res. 661: Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr.
HASTINGS, Ms. NORTON, Mr. KHANNA, Mrs.
NAPOLITANO, Mr. CICILLINE, and Mr. RASKIN.

H. Res. 673: Mr. PASCRELL.

H. Res. 683: Mrs. DINGELL.

H. Res. 697: Mr. MCGOVERN.

H. Res. 707: Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. O’HALLERAN,
Mr. CRIST, Mr. ROSKAM, Ms. PLASKETT, Mr.
KRISHNAMOORTHI, and Mr. FLEISCHMANN.

H. Res. 7T11: Mr. CHABOT and Mr. GARRETT.

H. Res. 716: Mr. FITZPATRICK, Mr. MARINO,
Mr. WILSON of South Carolina, Mr. SESSIONS,
Mr. SHERMAN, Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas,
and Mr. HASTINGS.

H. Res. 717: Mr. BUDD.
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