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to a dear friend, Justice William Cousins, who passed away a couple days ago
at the age of 90.
Bill was a former member of the Chicago City Council, called an independent alderman; a circuit court
judge; and an appellate court justice
who always sought fairness. He was a
gentleman, a scholar, and a Harvard
graduate. I commend him for his public
service.
f

HUMAN TRAFFICKING
(Mr. LAHOOD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his remarks.)
Mr. LAHOOD. Madam Speaker, every
year, over 14,000 people are trafficked
into the United States. Human trafficking is modern-day slavery and is
going on in our communities all across
the country. That is why, last week, in
my district, I hosted a roundtable with
local law enforcement, healthcare officials, victim advocates, and elected officials as part of a Human Trafficking
Awareness Month seminar to discuss
how we can combat this problem.
What we found is a lack of awareness
and communication on this issue. The
area that I represent contains major
highways that are beltways for traffickers, which only makes it easier for
this crime to continue.
What we determined is that we need
further training for law enforcement
and healthcare providers so that this
kind of abuse can be more easily identified and reported. We should also reexamine sentencing, as criminals currently face harsher sentences for drug
trafficking than for human trafficking.
The bills we voted on yesterday are
positive steps in this fight against
human trafficking and, hopefully, just
the first of many to come. We must do
all we can to raise awareness and end
this humanitarian problem.
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HONORING THE LIFE OF AYDEN
O’MALLEY
(Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois
asked and was given permission to address the House for 1 minute and to revise and extend his remarks.)
Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois.
Madam Speaker, I rise today with a
heavy heart to honor Ayden O’Malley.
Ayden is the daughter of Denny and
Rosalind O’Malley of Nokomis, Illinois.
Along with many of her friends and
hundreds of other young people from Illinois, Ayden traveled here to D.C. earlier this month to attend the March for
Life. During their trip, Ayden was hospitalized after she experienced a serious medical episode.
After countless prayers and 5 days of
fighting, Ayden gained her angel wings.
As her mom said: ‘‘So often answered
prayers may not be the answers we
want.’’
Ayden was an eighth grader at St.
Louis Catholic School, where she was
on the honor roll, played volleyball and
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softball, and volunteered in her community as often as she could. Everyone
who knew Ayden said she had a bright,
vibrant spirit that brought joy to everyone around her.
While they were here in D.C., I met
with Ayden’s group, but, unfortunately, I never had the honor of meeting her. I admire Ayden’s convictions
and willingness to be a voice for those
who cannot speak for themselves.
I ask this House to join me in praying for strength and healing for
Ayden’s family, friends, and the
Nokomis community during this difficult time.
f

REMEMBERING
THE
‘‘CHALLENGER’’
ANNIVERSARY
32
YEARS LATER
(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to address the House for 1 minute and to revise and extend his remarks.)
Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, Sunday marked 32
years since the space shuttle Challenger
disaster.
On January 28, 1986, NASA launched
the 10th flight of the space shuttle
Challenger, and it broke apart 73 seconds into its flight, killing all seven
crew members on board. It was devastating for those watching at Kennedy
Space Center in Florida, for those
viewing at home, and for our Nation as
a whole.
I rise today to remember the Challenger’s dedicated crew:
Michael Smith, Dick Scobee, Ronald
McNair, Ellison Onizuka, Christa
McAuliffe, Gregory Jarvis, and Judith
Resnick.
As President Reagan said in a televised address 32 years ago: ‘‘We will
never forget them, nor the last time we
saw them, this morning, as they prepared for their journey and waved
good-bye and ‘slipped the surly bonds
of Earth’ to ‘touch the face of God.’ ’’
Madam Speaker, these crew members
had a passion for exploration. They inspired children around the world who
dreamed of going to space. Through encouraging STEM study—science, technology, engineering, and math—we can
continue to preserve their legacy and
inspire another generation of explorers.
f

ELECTING A MEMBER TO A CERTAIN STANDING COMMITTEE OF
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Ms. CHENEY. Madam Speaker, by direction of the Republican Conference, I
offer a privileged resolution and ask
for its immediate consideration.
The Clerk read the resolution, as follows:
H. RES. 719
Resolved, That the following named Member be, and is hereby, elected to the following standing committee of the House of
Representatives:
COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES: Mr.
Curtis.
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The resolution was agreed to.
A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
f

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF SENATE AMENDMENTS TO
H.R. 695, CHILD PROTECTION IMPROVEMENTS ACT OF 2017
Ms. CHENEY. Madam Speaker, by direction of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 714 and ask
for its immediate consideration.
The Clerk read the resolution, as follows:
H. RES. 714
Resolved, That upon adoption of this resolution it shall be in order to take from the
Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 695) to amend
the National Child Protection Act of 1993 to
establish a national criminal history background check system and criminal history
review program for certain individuals who,
related to their employment, have access to
children, the elderly, or individuals with disabilities, and for other purposes, with the
Senate amendments thereto, and to consider
in the House, without intervention of any
point of order, a single motion offered by the
chair of the Committee on Appropriations or
his designee that the House: (1) concur in the
Senate amendment to the title; and (2) concur in the Senate amendment to the text
with an amendment consisting of the text of
Rules Committee Print 115-56. The Senate
amendments and the motion shall be considered as read. The motion shall be debatable
for one hour equally divided and controlled
by the chair and ranking minority member
of the Committee on Appropriations. The
previous question shall be considered as ordered on the motion to adoption without intervening motion or demand for division of
the question.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
WALORSKI). The gentlewoman from Wyoming is recognized for 1 hour.
Ms. CHENEY. Madam Speaker, for
the purpose of debate only, I yield the
customary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from
Massachusetts
(Mr.
MCGOVERN), pending which I yield myself such time as I may consume. During consideration of this resolution, all
time yielded is for the purpose of debate only.
GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. CHENEY. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and extend their remarks.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentlewoman from Wyoming?
There was no objection.
Ms. CHENEY. Madam Speaker, I rise
in support of House Resolution 714,
which provides for consideration of a
single motion to concur in the Senate
amendments to H.R. 695, the Department of Defense Appropriations Act for
Fiscal Year 2018.
Madam Speaker, we meet here today,
122 days into the current fiscal year.
FY 2018 is one-third over, and yet the
United States Congress has been unable to appropriate funds for the defense of our Nation.
I ask my colleagues, Madam Speaker,
to pause and let that sink in. The fiscal
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