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shameful trial, the dictatorship sen-
tenced Otto to 15 years of hard labor,
before returning him to America last
June—horribly injured and on the
verge of death. He passed away just
days after his return.

Otto’s Parents, Fred and Cindy
Warmbier, are with us tonight—along
with Otto’s brother and sister, Austin
and Greta. You are powerful witnesses
to a menace that threatens our world,
and your strength inspires us all. To-
night, we pledge to honor Otto’s mem-
ory with American resolve.

Finally, we are joined by one more
witness to the ominous nature of this
regime. His name is Mr. Ji Seong-ho.

In 1996, Seong-ho was a starving boy
in North Korea. One day, he tried to
steal coal from a railroad car to barter
for a few scraps of food. In the process,
he passed out on the train tracks, ex-
hausted from hunger. He woke up as a
train ran over his limbs. He then en-
dured multiple amputations without
anything to dull the pain. His brother
and sister gave what little food they
had to help him recover and ate dirt
themselves—permanently stunting
their own growth. Later, he was tor-
tured by North Korean authorities
after returning from a brief visit to
China. His tormentors wanted to know
if he had met any Christians. He had—
and he resolved to be free.

Seong-ho traveled thousands of miles
on crutches across China and South-
east Asia to freedom. Most of his fam-
ily followed. His father was caught try-
ing to escape, and was tortured to
death.

Today he lives in Seoul, where he res-
cues other defectors, and broadcasts
into North Korea what the regime fears
the most—the truth.

Today he has a new leg, but Seong-
ho, I understand you still keep those
crutches as a reminder of how far you
have come. Your great sacrifice is an
inspiration to us all.

Seong-ho’s story is a testament to
the yearning of every human soul to
live in freedom.

It was that same yearning for free-
dom that nearly 250 years ago gave
birth to a special place called America.
It was a small cluster of colonies
caught between a great ocean and a
vast wilderness. But it was home to an
incredible people with a revolutionary
idea: that they could rule themselves.
That they could chart their own des-
tiny. And that, together, they could
light up the world.

That is what our country has always
been about. That is what Americans
have always stood for, always strived
for, and always done.

Atop the dome of this Capitol stands
the Statue of Freedom. She stands tall
and dignified among the monuments to
our ancestors who fought and lived and
died to protect her.

Monuments to Washington and Jef-
ferson—to Lincoln and King.

Memorials to the heroes of Yorktown
and Saratoga—to young Americans
who shed their blood on the shores of
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Normandy, and the fields beyond. And
others, who went down in the waters of
the Pacific and the skies over Asia.

And freedom stands tall over one
more monument: this one. This Cap-
itol. This living monument to the
American people.

A people whose heroes live not only
in the past, but all around us—defend-
ing hope, pride, and the American way.

They work in every trade. They sac-
rifice to raise a family. They care for
our children at home. They defend our
flag abroad. They are strong moms and
brave kids. They are firefighters, police
officers, border agents, medics, and
Marines.

But above all else, they are Ameri-
cans. And this Capitol, this city, and
this Nation, belong to them.

Our task is to respect them, to listen
to them, to serve them, to protect
them, and to always be worthy of
them.

Americans fill the world with art and
music. They push the bounds of science
and discovery. And they forever remind
us of what we should never forget: The
people dreamed this country. The peo-
ple built this country. And it is the
people who are making America great
again.

As long as we are proud of who we
are, and what we are fighting for, there
is nothing we cannot achieve.

As long as we have confidence in our
values, faith in our citizens, and trust
in our God, we will not fail.

Our families will thrive.

Our people will prosper.

And our Nation will forever be safe
and strong and proud and mighty and
free.

Thank you, and God bless America.

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, January 30, 2018.

———

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 10:19 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bill, with an amendment, in
which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

S. 534. An act to prevent the sexual abuse
of minors and amateur athletes by requiring
the prompt reporting of sexual abuse to law
enforcement authorities, and for other pur-
poses.

The message also announced that the
House has passed the following bills, in
which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

H.R. 1426. An act to amend the Home Own-
ers’ Loan Act to allow Federal savings asso-
ciations to elect to operate as national
banks, and for other purposes.

H.R. 1457. An act to establish requirements
for use of a driver’s license or personal iden-
tification card by certain financial institu-
tions for opening an account or obtaining a
financial product or service, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 2255. An act to clarify that nonprofit
organizations may accept donated mortgage
appraisals, and for other purposes.

H.R. 4792. An act to amend the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934 to expand access to
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capital for small businesses affected by hur-
ricanes or other natural disasters, and for
other purposes.

The message further announced that
the Speaker withdraws the appoint-
ment of the following individual to the
Congressional Award Board on January
25, 2018: Mr. Steve Hart of Washington,
DC.

At 3:40 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has agreed
to the amendment of the Senate to the
title of the bill (H.R. 695) to amend the
National Child Protection Act of 1993
to establish a national criminal history
background check system and criminal
history review program for certain in-
dividuals who, related to their employ-
ment, have access to children, the el-
derly, or individuals with disabilities,
and for other purposes, and further,
that the House has agreed to the
amendment of the Senate to the text of
the aforementioned bill, with an
amendment, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate.

——————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 1426. An act to amend the Home Own-
ers’ Loan Act to allow Federal savings asso-
ciations to elect to operate as national
banks, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

H.R. 1457. An act to establish requirements
for use of a driver’s license or personal iden-
tification card by certain financial institu-
tions for opening an account or obtaining a
financial product or service, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs.

H.R. 2255. An act to clarify that nonprofit
organizations may accept donated mortgage
appraisals, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

H.R. 4792. An act to amend the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934 to expand access to
capital for small businesses affected by hur-
ricanes or other natural disasters, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment in the nature of a
substitute:

S. 1847. A Dbill to amend the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 to ensure that the needs of
children are considered in homeland secu-
rity, trafficking, and disaster recovery plan-
ning, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 115-
202).

———

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEES

The following executive reports of
nominations were submitted:

By Mr. INHOFE for Mr. McCAIN for the
Committee on Armed Services.
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April 19, 2018 Congressional Record
Correction To Page S580
On page S580, January 30, 2018, in the third column, the following appears: S. 1847. A bill to amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to ensure that the needs of children are considered in homeland security, trafficking, and disaster recovery planning, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 115-201).

The online Record has been corrected to read: S. 1847. A bill to amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to ensure that the needs of children are considered in homeland security, trafficking, and disaster recovery planning, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 115-202).
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