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abuse to gymnastics officials’ atten-
tion. It is imperative that we uncover
whatever systemic failures that al-
lowed a predator to singlehandedly tar-
get hundreds of girls and young women
for so long.

Sexual abuse is a heinous crime, so
we must continue to seek justice for
these victims. We also need to under-
stand why allegations of sexual abuse
so often remain hidden, instead of
being immediately reported to law en-
forcement. The average perpetrator
strikes multiple times before being
caught, which is why it is so important
that these crimes be promptly reported
and investigated. I intend to continue
to do oversight in this area and cham-
pion policies to protect the innocent
from sexual abuse.

I thank each of the athletes who
came forward to report abuse. Their
courage helped make passage of this
bill possible.

Mr. McCONNELL. I move to concur
in the House amendment, and I know
of no further debate on the motion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate?

If not, the question is on agreeing to
the motion to concur.

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the motion to reconsider
be considered made and laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY BLUE CAMPAIGN AU-
THORIZATION ACT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 4708, which was received
from the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 4708) to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to require the Secretary
of Homeland Security to issue Department of
Homeland Security-wide guidance and de-
velop training programs as part of the De-
partment of Homeland Security Blue Cam-
paign, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the bill be considered read
a third time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill was ordered to a third read-
ing and was read the third time.

Mr. McCONNELL. I know of no fur-
ther debate on the bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate?

If not, the bill having been read the
third time, the question is, Shall it
pass?

The bill (H.R. 4708) was passed.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the motion to reconsider
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be considered made and laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMEMORATING THE COMMIS-
SIONING OF THE USS ‘“OMAHA”

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 389, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 389) commemorating
the commissioning of the USS Omaha.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolution be agreed
to, the preamble be agreed to, and the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

389) was

NATIONAL STALKING AWARENESS
MONTH

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 390, submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 390) raising awareness
and encouraging the prevention of stalking
by designating January 2018 as ‘‘National
Stalking Awareness Month.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table with no intervening action or
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

———
ORDER FOR RECESS AND ORDERS

FOR FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2018,
AND MONDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2018

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-

390) was
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ate recess until 8:25 p.m. tonight and,
upon reconvening, proceed as a body to
the Hall of the House of Representa-
tives for the joint session of Congress
provided under the provisions of H.
Con. Res. 101; that upon dissolution of
the joint session, the Senate adjourn to
then convene for a pro forma session
only, with no business being conducted,
on Friday, February 2, at 11 a.m.; that
following the pro forma session, the
Senate adjourn until Monday, Feb-
ruary 5, at 3 p.m.; that following the
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, and the
time for the two leaders be reserved for
their use later in the day; finally, that
following leader remarks, the Senate
be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 8:25 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 4:33 p.m.,
recessed until 8:25 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. TILLIS).

——————

JOINT SESSION OF THE TWO
HOUSES—ADDRESS BY THE
PRESIDENT OF THE TUNITED
STATES

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed as a body to the Hall of the House
of Representatives to receive a mes-
sage from the President of the United
States.

Thereupon, the Senate, preceded by
the Deputy Sergeant at Arms, James
Morhard; the Secretary of the Senate,
Julie E. Adams; and the Vice President
of the United States, Michael R. Pence,
proceeded to the Hall of the House of
Representatives to hear the address by
the President of the United States,
Donald J. Trump.

(The address delivered by the Presi-
dent of the United States to the joint
session of the two Houses of Congress
is printed in the proceedings of the
House of Representatives in today’s
RECORD.)

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL FRIDAY,
FEBRUARY 2, 2018, AT 11 A.M.

At the conclusion of the joint session
of the two Houses, and in accordance
with the order previously entered, at
10:38 p.m., the Senate adjourned until
Friday, February 2, 2018, at 11 a.m.

———

CONFIRMATIONS
Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate January 30, 2018:
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

MATTHEW BASSETT, OF TENNESSEE, TO BE AN ASSIST-
ANT SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES.
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