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company founded in 1898 by his grand-
father.

During the Korean war, Don served in
the United States Army as a second
lieutenant and then as a first lieuten-
ant, receiving a Combat Infantry Badge
and a Bronze Star.

He then returned to Kaspar Wire
Works, now Kaspar Companies, where
he became CEO, and it grew from a
small company with 18 employees to a
multinational enterprise with nearly
1,000 employees. I was fortunate
enough to tour the company a couple
of years ago with Don and learned
about the success of his ventures.

Despite his busy job, Don always had
time to give back to the community.
He was president of the Shiner Rotary
Club, director of the Shiner Hospital
Foundation, the first chairman of
Shiner Youth Baseball, chairman of
the Shiner United Way Fund, a local
scoutmaster, chairman of the board at
his local church, and more.

A pillar of the Shiner community,
Don was married to the late Jean
Welhausen Kaspar for 52 years and
leaves behind 4 sons, their wives, 10
grandchildren, and 6 great-grand-
children.

Don, we miss you.

——————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 6 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Ms. FOXX) at 2 p.m.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Merciful God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

Guide our minds, thoughts, and de-
sires this day. By Your spirit, breathe
into us a new spirit. Shape this Con-
gress and our world according to Your
design that we may fulfill Your will.

Bless the Members of the people’s
House. Give them attentive hearts and
open minds, that through the diversity
of ideas they might sort out what is
best for this Nation. May their speech
be deliberately free of all prejudice,
that others might Ilisten whole-
heartedly.

Grant that all dialogue be mutually
respectful, surprising even the most
jaded with the emergence of unity and
justice.

Bless us this day and every day, and
may all that is done here be for Your
greater honor and glory.

Amen.
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THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I de-
mand a vote on agreeing to the Speak-
er’s approval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I object to the vote on the ground
that a quorum is not present and make
the point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. KILDEE)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. KILDEE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

HIGHLIGHTING THE 2018 MATZAH
MITZVAH

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I would like to highlight the 2018
Jewish Community Services of South
Florida Matzah Mitzvah, which will
take place on Sunday, March 25, at
Temple Israel of Greater Miami.

Every year, Madam Speaker, this
wonderful event brings together volun-
teers and staff from the Jewish Com-
munity Services to prepare and deliver
Passover holiday baskets to home-
bound seniors and other members of
the Jewish community in need.

Those who take part in the Matzah
Mitzvah do far more than just deliver
meals: they help foster a sense of com-
munity amongst Jewish residents of
south Florida and help to ensure that
everyone who observes the Passover
holiday does so with a full heart.

Volunteers will start assembling the
food at 9 a.m., and the delivery of the
food baskets will follow at 10 a.m.

Madam Speaker, I want to thank the
Jewish Community Services of South
Florida for its dedication to creating a
better and more inclusive community.
I also encourage everyone in south
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Florida to come out this March 25 to
Temple Israel of Greater Miami at 9
a.m. and take part in the 2018 Matzah
Mitzvah.

———————

DEMOCRATS SHOULD NOT BE
LOCKED OUT OF THE FUNDING
NEGOTIATIONS

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, here we
are again. On Thursday, the govern-
ment runs out of funding because the
majority has not yet been able to reach
across the aisle and negotiate a long-
term budget agreement that reflects
the priorities of the American people.

One party controls the House, the
Senate, and the White House, but there
is not a functional majority in the
hands of one or another party. The ma-
jority is comprised of thoughtful Mem-
bers who, on both sides of the aisle, if
we chose to, could sit around the nego-
tiating table and work out the dif-
ferences that we bring to this Congress
in a way that moves the country for-
ward and adopts a budget that is reflec-
tive of the priorities that we were sent
here to address.

So long as one party takes the ap-
proach that all of the votes necessary
to pass any measure must only come
from one party, we are not going to be
able to move forward as a country.

Being in the minority, I understand
we don’t get to set the agenda, but we
ought not be locked out of the con-
versation, especially when it is by com-
ing together that we can get a long-
term budget and not continue to kick
the can down the road.

—————

REPORT DEVASTATING TO
DEMOCRACY

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, a
House Intelligence Committee report
has found shocking abuses of surveil-
lance by the FBI. The implications of
the report are devastating to a democ-
racy.

The premier law enforcement agency
of the Federal Government wrongly
took sides in a Presidential campaign.
The report confirms that FBI officials
sought to influence the 2016 election.
Unsubstantiated opposition research
paid for by the Clinton campaign was
wrongly used as a basis to wiretap a
Trump campaign official.

Justice Department and FBI employ-
ees were trying to influence the out-
come of the Presidential election. To
borrow a phrase from Intelligence
Committee Chairman NUNES, this
“happens in banana republics,” but it
should never happen in a democracy.

It would be understandable if the
President and Attorney General want-
ed to clean house and ask everyone to
resign who used a political file com-
piled by the Clinton campaign as a
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