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basis to spy on an innocent American 
citizen who was with the Trump cam-
paign. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT 
OF DONNA MCCLOSKEY 

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the retirement 
of Donna McCloskey, a constituent of 
mine from Bristol Borough, Bucks 
County, Pennsylvania, after a 42-year 
career of community service as an em-
ployee of the Grundy Foundation. 
Starting in 1975, Donna worked at the 
Grundy Library, eventually assisting 
the Grundy Foundation’s executive di-
rector until Donna was appointed the 
Grundy Museum administrator, a posi-
tion which she held for the past 12 
years. 

As the museum administrator, Donna 
is credited with updating the museum’s 
strategic plan, creating best practices 
for all of the museum’s programs and 
services, and building up partnerships 
between the museum and the commu-
nity. Under Donna’s leadership, the 
number of visitors to the museum in-
creased exponentially, and the 40th and 
50th anniversary events were great suc-
cesses. 

I want to express my deep gratitude 
and the gratitude of our entire commu-
nity for Donna’s commitment to pre-
serving the history of our community. 
While her retirement is well deserved, 
her exit is already felt. 

Thank you, Donna. 
f 

NORTH CAROLINIANS ON THE 
WORLD STAGE 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to congratulate the 242 athletes who 
made the 2018 United States Winter 
Olympic team. This is the largest dele-
gation of athletes from any nation at-
tending the Winter Olympic Games in 
history. 

While reviewing the roster, I was 
pleased to see that the world will get 
to know something I have known for a 
long time: North Carolinians are 
strong competitors, three of whom I 
would like to salute. 

I offer my well wishes and congratu-
lations to Heather Bergsma of High 
Point, North Carolina, who will com-
pete in long track speed skating; 
Kimani Griffin from Winston-Salem, 
North Carolina, who will compete in 
long track speed skating; and Bobby 
Sanguinetti from Wilmington, North 
Carolina, who will compete in ice hock-
ey. 

The Olympic Games remain one of 
the only avenues in which the world’s 
community may come together despite 
resounding differences. I wish these 
North Carolinians the very best as they 

compete on the world stage, along with 
their fellow United States athletes, and 
will look forward to cheering all of 
them on. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SMITH of Nebraska). Pursuant to clause 
12(a) of rule I, the Chair declares the 
House in recess until approximately 4 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 10 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1600 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. FERGUSON) at 4 p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or votes objected 
to under clause 6 of rule XX. 

The House will resume proceedings 
on postponed questions at a later time. 

f 

STRENGTHENING PROTECTIONS 
FOR SOCIAL SECURITY BENE-
FICIARIES ACT OF 2018 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 4547) to amend titles II, VIII, 
and XVI of the Social Security Act to 
improve and strengthen the representa-
tive payment program, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 4547 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Strength-
ening Protections for Social Security Bene-
ficiaries Act of 2018’’. 
SEC. 2. TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

The table of contents for this Act is as fol-
lows: 

Sec. 1. Short title. 
Sec. 2. Table of contents. 

TITLE I—STRENGTHENING OVERSIGHT 
AND BENEFICIARY PROTECTION 

Sec. 101. Stronger monitoring of representa-
tive payees. 

Sec. 102. Reducing the burden on families. 
Sec. 103. Protecting beneficiaries through 

information sharing. 
Sec. 104. Clarifying overpayment liability 

for child in child welfare sys-
tem. 

Sec. 105. Reports. 

TITLE II—IMPROVING PAYEE SELECTION 
AND QUALITY 

Sec. 201. Advance designation of representa-
tive payees. 

Sec. 202. Prohibition on individuals con-
victed of certain crimes serving 
as representative payees. 

Sec. 203. Prohibition on individuals with 
representative payees serving 
as representative payees. 

Sec. 204. Reassessment of payee selection 
and replacement policies. 

TITLE I—STRENGTHENING OVERSIGHT 
AND BENEFICIARY PROTECTION 

SEC. 101. STRONGER MONITORING OF REP-
RESENTATIVE PAYEES. 

(a) PROTECTION AND ADVOCACY FOR BENE-
FICIARIES WITH REPRESENTATIVE PAYEES.— 
Section 205(j)(6) of the Social Security Act 
(42 U.S.C. 405(j)(6)) is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘(C)(i) The Commissioner of Social Secu-
rity shall make annual grants directly to the 
protection and advocacy system serving each 
of the States and the American Indian con-
sortium for the purpose of conducting re-
views of representative payees in accordance 
with this subparagraph. The total amount 
used by the Commissioner for such grants 
each year— 

‘‘(I) shall be an amount sufficient, as deter-
mined by the Commissioner in consultation 
with each of the protection and advocacy 
systems, to carry out all of the activities de-
scribed in clause (ii); and 

‘‘(II) shall not be less than $25,000,000. 
‘‘(ii) A protection and advocacy system 

awarded a grant under this subparagraph 
shall use the grant funds to— 

‘‘(I) conduct all periodic onsite reviews 
pursuant to this paragraph and such other 
reviews of representative payees as the Com-
missioner may request, including reviews 
conducted in response to allegations or con-
cerns about the performance or suitability of 
the payee; 

‘‘(II) conduct additional reviews that the 
protection and advocacy system has reason 
to believe are warranted; 

‘‘(III) develop corrective action plans to as-
sist representative payees in conforming to 
requirements specified by the Commissioner; 

‘‘(IV) submit a report to the Commissioner 
on each completed review containing such 
information as the Commissioner shall re-
quire; and 

‘‘(V) conduct an initial onsite assessment 
of any organization that begins collecting a 
fee for its services as a representative payee 
to ensure that such organization is estab-
lished as such a representative payee in ac-
cordance with requirements specified by the 
Commissioner. 
A protection and advocacy system may refer 
beneficiaries to other programs or services 
as the protection and advocacy system con-
siders appropriate. 

‘‘(iii) To be eligible to receive grants under 
this section, a protection and advocacy sys-
tem shall submit an initial application to 
the Commissioner at such time, in such form 
and manner, and accompanied by such infor-
mation and assurances as the Commissioner 
may require. 

‘‘(iv)(I) Subject to subclause (II), the Com-
missioner shall ensure that any funds used 
for grants under clause (i) shall be allocated 
to the protection and advocacy systems serv-
ing each of the States and the American In-
dian consortium in a manner such that the 
amount provided to each protection and ad-
vocacy system bears the same ratio to the 
total of such funds as the number of rep-
resented beneficiaries in the State or Amer-
ican Indian consortium in which such protec-
tion and advocacy system is located bears to 
the total number of represented bene-
ficiaries. 

‘‘(II) The amount of an annual grant to a 
protection and advocacy system under clause 
(i) shall— 

‘‘(aa) in the case of a protection and advo-
cacy system serving American Samoa, 
Guam, the United States Virgin Islands, or 
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