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citizens of the United States and, 
therefore, were entitled to vote. 

The Gateway Arch itself is the larg-
est man-made monument in the United 
States of America and has been wel-
coming visitors to the banks of the 
Mississippi River since its construction 
in 1965. 

When people come to visit the Gate-
way Arch National Park, the name will 
now reflect the Gateway Arch, but it 
will stand for so much more. Visitors 
will see how St. Louis embodies its his-
tory as the Gateway to the West. 

Explorers, settlers, civil rights lead-
ers, and many more have passed 
through our city and found promise in 
what lies ahead. That is the spirit our 
city embodies, and the name of our na-
tional park will now match what is at 
the heart of our culture. 

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, in 
closing, again, I congratulate the Mis-
souri delegation for coming together in 
a bipartisan fashion and working so 
hard to move this legislation forward. 
We are going to, by passage of this leg-
islation, give this very national icon an 
updated and recognizable name, as it 
has always represented, really, when 
you think about it, the Skyline of St. 
Louis. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my col-
leagues support this great piece of leg-
islation, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

b 1645 

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, it is obvi-
ous that this Gateway National Park 
has support from everybody. It is that 
gateway to the West that we are so eu-
logizing. I ask all Members to vote for 
this bill, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr. 
GOSAR) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, S. 1438. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I object to 
the vote on the ground that a quorum 
is not present and make the point of 
order that a quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

EXEMPTION OF EXPORTATION OF 
CERTAIN ECHINODERMS FROM 
PERMISSION AND LICENSING RE-
QUIREMENTS 

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 2504) to ensure fair treatment in 
licensing requirements for the export 
of certain echinoderms. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2504 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. EXEMPTION OF EXPORTATION OF 

CERTAIN ECHINODERMS FROM PER-
MISSION AND LICENSING REQUIRE-
MENTS. 

(a) EXEMPTION.—Not later than 30 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Director of the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service shall amend section 14.92 of 
title 50, Code of Federal Regulations, to clar-
ify that— 

(1) fish or wildlife described in subsection 
(b) are fishery products exempt from the ex-
port permission requirements of section 
9(d)(1) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 
(16 U.S.C. 1538(d)(1)); and 

(2) any person may engage in business as 
an exporter of such fish or wildlife without 
procuring permission under such section of 
that Act or an export license under subpart 
I of part 14 of such title. 

(b) COVERED FISH OR WILDLIFE.—The fish or 
wildlife referred to in subsection (a) are 
members of the phylum Echinodermata that 
are commonly known as sea urchins and sea 
cucumbers, including products thereof, 
that— 

(1) do not require a permit under part 16, 
17, or 23 of title 50, Code of Federal Regula-
tions; 

(2) are harvested in waters under the juris-
diction of the United States or are processed 
in the United States; and 

(3) are— 
(A) exported for purposes of human or ani-

mal consumption; or 
(B) taken in waters under the jurisdiction 

of the United States or on the high seas for 
recreational purposes. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
izona (Mr. GOSAR) and the gentle-
woman from Hawaii (Ms. HANABUSA) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arizona. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and to include ex-
traneous materials on the bill under 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2504, introduced by 

my Maine colleagues, CHELLIE PINGREE 
and BRUCE POLIQUIN, is a bipartisan ef-
fort to right a bipartisan wrong. In reg-
ulations created by an outgoing George 
W. Bush administration and carried on 
by administrations since, the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service has imposed un-
necessary fees and duplicative and 
costly inspection requirements on what 
was once a growing industry that aims 
to export niche seafood to overseas 
markets. 

Even the National Marine Fisheries 
Service, a bastion of Federal regu-
latory growth, disagrees with its sister 
agency on this matter. The stories of 
spoiled food shipments, loss of jobs, 
and bureaucratic indifference embody 
the arrogance of an agency gone wild. 

This bill preserves and promotes jobs 
as a counter. 

I will include in the RECORD an ex-
change of letters with Chairman ROYCE 
of the Foreign Affairs Committee, who 
also received a referral of this bill. I 
thank him for his cooperation in allow-
ing this bill to go forward today. 

Again, I commend our two Maine col-
leagues for working on a bipartisan 
basis to address this matter. I urge 
adoption of this commonsense meas-
ure, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES, 

Washington, DC, January 8, 2018. 
Hon. EDWARD R. ROYCE, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs, Wash-

ington, DC. 
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: H.R. 2504, To ensure 

fair treatment in licensing requirements for 
the export of certain echinoderms, was intro-
duced on May 17, 2017. The bill was referred 
primarily to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources, with an additional referral to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

I thank you for allowing the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs to be discharged from further 
consideration of the bill so that it may be 
scheduled by the Majority Leader. This dis-
charge in no way affects your jurisdiction 
over the subject matter of the bill, and it 
will not serve as precedent for future refer-
rals. In addition, should a conference on the 
bill be necessary, I would support having the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs represented 
on the conference committee. Finally, to 
memorialize our understanding, I would be 
pleased to include your letter and this re-
sponse in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD when 
the bill is considered by the House. 

Thank you for your response and coopera-
tion. I look forward to further opportunities 
to work with you this Congress. 

Sincerely, 
ROB BISHOP, 

Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources. 

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 

Washington, DC, January 3, 2018. 
Hon. ROB BISHOP, 
Chairman, House Committee on Natural Re-

sources, Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for con-

sulting with the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs on H.R. 2504, a bill to ensure fair treat-
ment in licensing requirements for the ex-
port of certain echinoderms. 

I agree that the Foreign Affairs Committee 
may be discharged from further action on 
this bill, subject to the understanding that 
this waiver does not in any way diminish or 
alter the jurisdiction of the Foreign Affairs 
Committee, or prejudice its jurisdictional 
prerogatives on this bill or similar legisla-
tion in the future. The Committee also re-
serves the right to seek an appropriate num-
ber of conferees to any House-Senate con-
ference involving this bill, and would appre-
ciate your support for any such request. 

I ask that you place our exchange of let-
ters into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD during 
floor consideration of the bill. I appreciate 
your cooperation regarding this legislation 
and look forward to continuing to work with 
you as this measure moves through the legis-
lative process. 

Sincerely, 
EDWARD R. ROYCE, 

Chairman. 

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as she may consume to the 
gentlewoman from Maine (Ms. PIN-
GREE), the sponsor of this bill. 
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Ms. PINGREE. Mr. Speaker, I thank 

my colleague from Hawaii for the time. 
I rise today as well in support of H.R. 

2504, a bill that will end the practice of 
duplicative export inspections for sea 
urchin and sea cucumbers that are 
being shipped overseas. 

This is the second time that the 
House has considered this legislation in 
recent years. I want to thank Chair-
man BISHOP; Subcommittee Chairman 
LAMBORN; Ranking Member GRIJALVA; 
and my good friend from California, 
Ranking Member HUFFMAN, for their 
support in bringing this bill again to 
the floor today. 

I also want to thank my colleague 
from Arizona (Mr. GOSAR) for being 
here to speak in favor of this bill 
today. 

Also, in the bipartisan effort that we 
are making here today, I want to rec-
ognize and thank my colleague from 
Maine (Mr. POLIQUIN), who well knows 
the importance of this issue and who 
has been an original cosponsor of this 
bill, both in this Congress and the last. 

I think it is important to explain to 
the Members who are here today a lit-
tle bit about why this bill is important 
and especially critical to our Nation’s 
sea urchin industry. 

As a few Members may know, but 
most probably don’t, the sea urchin in-
dustry in Maine brings in over $5.4 mil-
lion to our State every year. It sup-
ports 600 jobs, which includes har-
vesters of the species. Also, we have 
businesses in Maine which process the 
urchins harvested here, as well as those 
imported from Canada and Chile, be-
fore being exported overseas. 

The need for this bill revolves around 
ending a duplicative inspection of ex-
ported product that is unnecessary and 
costly. Urchins imported to Maine 
from other countries to be processed 
are inspected by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service when they get to the 
United States. This scrutiny is nec-
essary to ensure the integrity of the 
imported products. 

However, in recent years, the Fish 
and Wildlife Service has inspected 
products once again before leaving the 
country, usually in New York or New 
Jersey. This occurs before they are 
shipped to Asia and Japan, in par-
ticular, where they are considered a 
delicacy. 

I have spent the past few years work-
ing with my colleagues in the Maine 
delegation to better understand the im-
pact of this policy on small businesses 
in our State and others where the ur-
chins are harvested. I believe these 
extra inspections are unnecessary. 
There is really no reason why sea ur-
chins should be treated differently 
than shellfish, which have been ex-
empted from these export inspections 
for decades. 

This process often leads to costly 
delays and lost product, as urchins 
may end up sitting in hot warehouses 
waiting for days. At times, the Fish 
and Wildlife office closes right when a 
shipment arrives for inspection. The 

highly perishable product must then 
sit there because of bad timing. 

The Fish and Wildlife Service has 
worked with my office to try to find so-
lutions, and I know they have tried to 
work with us on particular problems 
and trouble spots. But the continual 
delays, despite their best efforts and 
that of harvesters, means that the only 
real solution is to get rid of this dupli-
cative inspection. Again, that is what 
this bill will do. 

This bill is a commonsense solution 
that will take away an unnecessary in-
spection, while ensuring that the Fish 
and Wildlife Service can continue to do 
their work and their jobs on other im-
portant issues affecting our coast and 
coastal communities. 

It will put our sea urchin and sea cu-
cumber businesses on equal footing 
with their partners in the shellfish in-
dustry who do not have this extra scru-
tiny. It will help the hardworking men 
and women who harvest and process in 
this fishery to dedicate their time and 
efforts to that fishery, not to the bu-
reaucracy. 

I urge all of my colleagues to support 
this bill, as we did in the past Con-
gress. 

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from Maine 
(Mr. POLIQUIN). 

Mr. POLIQUIN. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to salute CHELLIE PINGREE, my co-
sponsor on this bill, H.R. 2504, for the 
great work that she has done and that 
we have done together. 

Mr. Speaker, I will tell you that the 
job of government is to help our fami-
lies, to help our small businesses, such 
that the kids and the young adults in 
Maine can stay in our State, such that 
they can raise their families and have 
a wonderful life. 

The best part of the world is in the 
State of Maine. Now, Ms. PINGREE rep-
resents the southern part of our coast, 
Mr. Speaker, the southern half, from 
Camden down to Kittery. I represent 
the downeast part of our coast, from 
Lincolnville up to Eastport. 

Now, in the downeast part of our 
coast, mostly we are the folks that 
dive for the sea urchins and cucumbers. 
These are little critters that are deli-
cacies in the Far East. We might not 
eat them here in Washington, but they 
are delicacies in the Far East. And in 
Chellie’s district, the southern part of 
the coast, they process these critters. 

Mr. Speaker, this is very dangerous 
work. The folks that harvest these sea 
urchins and cucumbers strap on tanks 
and go into deep, dark, cold waters off 
the coast of Maine, and they are doing 
a great job getting this product to mar-
ket. 

This product is incredibly perishable, 
so it is very important to get them 
from the bottom of the sea floor in 
coastal Maine onto their boats, down 
to Portland where they are processed 
in Ms. PINGREE’s district, and then 
onto a truck, down to JFK, get them 
on a plane, and get them to the Far 
East and sell as many of these critters 
as is humanly possible. 

This is where the problem comes in. 
As Ms. PINGREE said, we already in-
spect this perishable delicacy in Maine. 
We do not need, Mr. Speaker, a second 
set of regulations that inspect them 
down in New York. 

And God forbid that it is on a holiday 
and folks don’t show up to inspect 
them. 

What happens to this very perishable 
product? 

It sits in a warehouse on a tarmac 
where it is exposed to things that 
would cause them to go bad. 

So we need to do commonsense Maine 
stuff here, which is to eliminate over-
regulation. We already inspect this 
product in Maine. We don’t need to do 
it again down on a tarmac in New 
York. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage everybody, 
Republicans and Democrats, to work 
the way CHELLIE and I have on this, in 
a bipartisan manner, to make sure our 
families in Maine have an opportunity 
to dive for sea cucumbers and sea ur-
chins and get them to market as quick-
ly as possible. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the chairman 
for giving me the time to speak on 
this; I thank Ms. PINGREE for the same. 
I really appreciate leadership moving 
this through the floor here. I hope we 
have a very big, bipartisan, unanimous 
vote on this, because it is common-
sense Maine. It is the right thing to do. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Ms. PINGREE. I 
appreciate her work on this. Congratu-
lations. 

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I can make this even 
more real for people. Hawaii, as you 
know, my home State, is very close to 
Asia. We have many of the cuisines of 
Asia, and I can tell you that these are 
delicacies. Sea urchins are also called 
uni, for those who frequent sushi bars, 
and sea cucumbers are called namako. 
I grew up eating both, and they are 
very critical and a major part of what 
we consume, especially, not only in the 
sushi bars, but during festive holidays 
in Hawaii. So you can imagine what it 
means in terms of an export industry 
for Maine, not only to my home State, 
but also to the Asian market. 

For that reason, Mr. Speaker, I join 
the introducers of this bill, the spon-
sors, and I ask that my colleagues sup-
port this. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

I, too, want to compliment the two 
Representatives from Maine. They gave 
us a hands-on and a palate-trying type 
of opportunity in our hearing. It 
doesn’t get better than that, and I 
want to compliment them for both. 

I ask all of my colleagues to vote for 
the underlying bill, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr. 
GOSAR) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2504. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:03 Feb 06, 2018 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00016 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K05FE7.025 H05FEPT1lo
tte

r 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
F

D
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H755 February 5, 2018 
The question was taken; and (two- 

thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

b 1700 

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet at 9 a.m. tomorrow for morning- 
hour debate and 10 a.m. for legislative 
business. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 

f 

UNITED STATES-JORDAN DEFENSE 
COOPERATION EXTENSION ACT 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 2646) to reauthorize the 
United States-Jordan Defense Coopera-
tion Act of 2015, and for other purposes, 
as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2646 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘United 
States-Jordan Defense Cooperation Exten-
sion Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) In December 2011, Congress passed sec-

tion 7041(b) of the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, 2012 (Public Law 112–74; 125 Stat. 
1223), which appropriated funds made avail-
able under the heading ‘‘Economic Support 
Fund’’ to establish an enterprise fund for 
Jordan. 

(2) The intent of an enterprise fund is to 
attract private investment to help entre-
preneurs and small businesses create jobs 
and to achieve sustainable economic devel-
opment. 

(3) Jordan is an instrumental partner in 
the fight against terrorism, including as a 
member of the Global Coalition To Counter 
ISIS and the Combined Joint Task Force – 
Operation Inherent Resolve. 

(4) In 2014, His Majesty King Abdullah stat-
ed that ‘‘Jordanians and Americans have 
been standing shoulder to shoulder against 
extremism for many years, but to a new 
level with this coalition against ISIL’’. 

(5) On February 3, 2015, the United States 
signed a three-year memorandum of under-
standing with Jordan, pledging to provide 
the kingdom with $1,000,000,000 annually in 
United States foreign assistance, subject to 
the approval of Congress. 
SEC. 3. SENSE OF CONGRESS. 

It is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) Jordan plays a critical role in respond-

ing to the overwhelming humanitarian needs 
created by the conflict in Syria; 

(2) Jordan, the United States, and other 
partners should continue working together 
to address this humanitarian crisis and pro-
mote regional stability, including through 
support for refugees in Jordan and internally 
displaced people along the Jordan-Syria bor-

der and the creation of conditions inside 
Syria that will allow for the secure, dig-
nified, and voluntary return of people dis-
placed by the crisis; and 

(3) the Governments of the United States 
and Jordan should negotiate a new Memo-
randum of Understanding, for fiscal years 
2018 through 2022, to significantly enhance 
Jordan’s military capacity and local econ-
omy. 
SEC. 4. REAUTHORIZATION OF UNITED STATES- 

JORDAN DEFENSE COOPERATION 
ACT OF 2015. 

Section 5(a) of the United States-Jordan 
Defense Cooperation Act of 2015 (22 U.S.C. 
2753 note) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘During the 3-year period’’ 
and inserting ‘‘During the period’’; and 

(2) by inserting ‘‘and ending on December 
31, 2022’’ after ‘‘enactment of this Act’’. 
SEC. 5. ESTABLISHMENT OF ENTERPRISE FUND 

FOR JORDAN. 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF JORDAN ENTERPRISE 

FUND.—The President is authorized to estab-
lish and operate an enterprise fund to pro-
vide assistance to Jordan. 

(b) PROCEDURES AND REQUIREMENTS.—The 
provisions contained in section 201 of the 
Support for East European Democracy 
(SEED) Act of 1989 (22 U.S.C. 5421), excluding 
the provisions of subsections (a), (b), (c), 
(d)(3), (f), and (j) of that section, shall be 
deemed to apply with respect to the Jordan 
Enterprise Fund and to funds made available 
to the enterprise fund in the same manner 
and to the same extent as such provisions 
apply with respect to enterprise funds estab-
lished pursuant to such section or to funds 
made available to such established enter-
prise funds. 

(c) OPERATION OF FUND.— 
(1) EXPENDITURES.—Funds made available 

to the Jordan Enterprise Fund shall be ex-
pended at the minimum rate necessary to 
make timely payments for projects and ac-
tivities. 

(2) ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES.—Not more 
than 3 percent of the funds made available to 
the Jordan Enterprise Fund may be obli-
gated or expended for the administrative ex-
penses of the enterprise fund. 

(d) BOARD OF DIRECTORS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Jordan Enterprise 

Fund shall be governed by a Board of Direc-
tors comprised of private citizens of the 
United States or Jordan, who— 

(A) shall be appointed by the President, in 
consultation with the chair and ranking 
member of each of the appropriate congres-
sional committees; and 

(B) have pursued international business ca-
reers and have demonstrated expertise in 
international and emerging market invest-
ment activities. 

(2) MAJORITY MEMBER REQUIREMENT.—The 
majority of the members of the Board of Di-
rectors shall be United States citizens. 

(e) REPORTS.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, and 
annually thereafter until the Jordan Enter-
prise Fund terminates in accordance with 
subsection (g), the Board of Directors shall— 

(1) submit to the appropriate congressional 
committees a report detailing the adminis-
trative expenses of the enterprise fund; and 

(2) publish, on an Internet website adminis-
tered by the enterprise fund, each report sub-
mitted pursuant to subsection (b) in accord-
ance with section 201(p) of the Support for 
East European Democracy (SEED) Act of 
1989 (22 U.S.C. 5421(p)). 

(f) LIQUIDATION.—Any funds resulting from 
any liquidation, dissolution, or winding up of 
the Jordan Enterprise Fund, in whole or in 
part, shall be returned to the Treasury. 

(g) TERMINATION.—The authority of the 
Jordan Enterprise Fund to provide assist-
ance shall terminate on the earlier of— 

(1) the date that is 7 years after the date of 
the first expenditure of amounts in accord-
ance with subsection (c)(1); or 

(2) the date on which the enterprise fund is 
liquidated in accordance with subsection (f). 

(h) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—In this section, the term ‘‘appropriate 
congressional committees’’ means— 

(1) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and 
the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives; and 

(2) the Committee on Foreign Relations 
and the Committee on Appropriations of the 
Senate. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) and the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
BRENDAN F. BOYLE) each will control 20 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Florida. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rials on this measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Chair-
man ROYCE and Ranking Member 
ENGEL for their support for this meas-
ure and for their leadership in helping 
to bring H.R. 2646, the United States- 
Jordan Defense Cooperation Extension 
Act, to the floor today. 

I also want to thank my friends and 
colleagues Nita Lowey, Ted Deutch, 
Hal Rogers, and Adam Schiff for join-
ing me in introducing this bill. 

This is a strong bipartisan bill that 
underscores the importance of the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan in help-
ing both of our nations work toward 
achieving shared goals of security and 
stability in the Middle East. 

It acknowledges what we have all 
known for many years, and that is that 
His Majesty and the kingdom are indis-
pensable allies in the fight against 
radicalism and terror in the region. 

Jordan and its military have played 
important roles in many of our 
counter-ISIS operations, and in many 
ways our relationship with Jordan has 
served as a force multiplier and has al-
lowed the coalition to make all the 
positive gains that we have made over 
the past year or so. 

But that would have not been pos-
sible without a robust foreign military 
financing—FMF—program that we 
have in place with our allies in Jordan. 
That is why in 2015, Mr. Speaker, I in-
troduced and the President signed in 
2016 the United States-Jordan Defense 
Cooperation Act. 

This bill authorized the administra-
tion to enter into a memorandum of 
understanding—MOU—with Jordan. 

Why? 
To increase our military cooperation 

with Jordan and to provide the king-
dom with increased FMF assistance. 
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