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degree of protection for sensitive technology
being released as the U.S. Government. This
proposed sustainment program is necessary
to the furtherance of the U.S. foreign policy
and national security objectives outlined in
the policy justification.

6. All defense articles and services listed on
this transmittal are authorized for release
and export to the Government of Finland.

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Arlington, VA.
Hon. BoB CORKER,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended,
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No.
17-77, concerning the Navy’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of Finland for defense articles and
services estimated to cost $112.7 million.
After this letter is delivered to your office,
we plan to issue a news release to notify the
public of this proposed sale.

Sincerely,
CHARLES W. HOOPER,
Lieutenant General, USA, Director.
Enclosures.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 17-77

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act, as amended
(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of

Finland.

(ii) Total Estimated Value:

Major Defense Equipment* $92.6 million.

Other $20.1 million.

Total $112.7 million.

(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-
tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase:

Major Defense Equipment (MDE):

Sixty-eight (68) Evolved SEASPARROW
Missiles (ESSM).

One (1) ESSM inert operational missile.

Non-MDE: Also included are seventeen (17)
MK25 quad pack canisters, eight (8) MK783
shipping containers, spare and repair parts,
support and test equipment, publications and
technical documentation, training, U.S. Gov-
ernment/Contractor engineering, technical
and logistics support services and technical
assistance, and other related elements of
logistical support.

(iv) Military Department:
LBP).

(v) Prior Related Cases. if any: None.

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee. etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None.

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained
in the Defense Article or Defense Services
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex.

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
February 5, 2018.

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms
Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION

Finland—Evolved SEASPARROW Missiles
(ESSM)

The Government of Finland has requested
a possible sale of sixty-eight (68) Evolved
SEASPARROW Missiles (ESSM) and one (1)
ESSM inert operational missile. Also in-
cluded are seventeen (17) MK25 quad pack
canisters, eight (8) MK783 shipping con-
tainers, spare and repair parts, support and
test equipment, publications and technical
documentation, training, U.S. Government/
Contractor engineering, technical and logis-
tics support services and technical assist-
ance, and other related elements of logistical
support. The estimated total case value is
$112.7 million.

Navy (FI-P-
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This proposed sale will support the foreign
policy and national security objectives of
the United States by improving the security
of a partner nation that has been, and con-
tinues to be, an important force for political
stability and economic progress in Europe.

Finland intends to use the missiles on its
new Squadron 2020 class Corvette ships. The
missiles will provide enhanced capabilities in
effective defense of critical sea lanes and im-
prove Finland’s capability to meet current
and future threats of enemy anti-ship weap-
ons. Finland has not purchased ESSM pre-
viously, but will have no difficulty incor-
porating this capability into its naval forces.

The proposed sale of this equipment and
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region.

The principal contractors will be Raytheon
Missile Systems (RMS) Tucson, AZ, for the
missiles, and BAE Systems, Aberdeen, SD,
for the missile canisters. The purchaser typi-
cally requests offsets. Any offset agreement
will be defined in negotiations between the
purchaser and the contractor.

Implementation of this proposed sale will
require up to 12 U.S. Government personnel
to travel to Finland providing support over a
period of five years.

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed
sale.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 17-77
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act
Annex Item No. vii

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology:

1. The Evolved SEASPARROW missiles
(ESSM) includes the guidance section, war-
head section, transition section, propulsion
section, control section, and Thrust Vector
Control (TVC) of which the guidance section
and transition section are classified CON-
FIDENTIAL. Standard missile documenta-
tion will include:

a. Parametric documents (classified CON-
FIDENTIAL).

b. Missile Handling/Maintenance Proce-
dures (UNCLASSIFIED).

c. General Performance Data (classified
CONFIDENTIAL).

d. Firing Guidance (classified CONFIDEN-
TIAL).

e. Dynamics Information (classified CON-
FIDENTIAL).

2. The Evolved SEASPARROW Missile
(ESSM) contains SENSITIVE technological
information and/or RESTRICTED informa-
tion in the missile guidance section. Certain
operating frequencies and performance char-
acteristics are classified SECRET because
they could be used to develop tactics and/or
countermeasures to reduce or defeat the mis-
sile effectiveness.

3. If a technologically advanced adversary
were to obtain knowledge of specific hard-
ware, the information could be used to de-
velop countermeasures which might reduce
weapons system effectiveness or be used in
the development of a system with similar or
advanced capabilities.

4. A determination has been made that
Finland can provide substantially the same
degree of protection for sensitive technology
being released as the U.S. Government. This
proposed sustainment program is necessary
to the furtherance of the U.S. foreign policy
and national security objectives outlined in
the policy justification.

5. All defense articles and services listed on
this transmittal are authorized for release
and export to the Government of Finland.

——
TRIBUTE TO JOHN BREWER

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President,
today I wish to recognize John Brewer
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and his excellent service as a part of
our team. Going into my first term as
Senator, I was proud to be the first
Maryland Senator in almost 100 years
to serve in the Senate Agriculture
Committee. Understanding the impor-
tance of this role, John hit the ground
running as our USDA fellow. With his
past experience in both public and pri-
vate sectors, John leaned into every
project, from advocating on behalf of
land grant universities to funding nu-
trition programs, with great enthu-
siasm that stemmed from his dedica-
tion to serve the needs of Marylanders.
Besides his vast expertise, we will miss
his kindness and dedication. Although
we wish we didn’t have to give him
back to the Department of Agriculture,
my whole staff and I know he will con-
tinue to achieve great things.
——

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM U. HILL

e Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President,
today I wish to honor Wyoming Su-
preme Court Justice William U. Hill.

After serving over 19 years on the ju-
dicial bench, Justice Hill is retiring
from the Wyoming Supreme Court on
February 16, 2018. As an outstanding ju-
rist and public servant, he dedicated
his life to serving the people of Wyo-
ming. Justice Hill’s wisdom and un-
wavering dedication to the law has had
a tremendous impact on our State.

Justice Hill has deep roots in Wyo-
ming. He was raised in Riverton, WY.
In 1970, he earned his B.A. in English
from the University of Wyoming. Jus-
tice Hill graduated from the University
of Wyoming College of Law in 1974.
Throughout his successful career, he
held several important positions in the
government. He was an Assistant U.S.
Attorney, an assistant attorney gen-
eral for Wyoming, and attorney general
for Wyoming. In addition, he worked as
the chief of staff and chief counsel in
Washington, DC, for U.S. Senator Mal-
colm Wallop. Justice Hill also worked
in private practice in Cheyenne, WY;
Riverton, WY; and Seattle, WA.

On November 3, 1998, Wyoming Gov-
ernor Jim Geringer appointed Justice
Hill to the Wyoming Supreme Court.
He was elected as the 44th chief justice
of the Wyoming Supreme Court in 2002.
During his 4 years as chief justice, he
oversaw the administrative respon-
sibilities of the Wyoming court system,
as well as ran the scheduling, case as-
signments, and court proceedings. Jus-
tice Hill also served as chairman of the
judicial nominating commission and
chairman of the board of judicial pol-
icy and administration. He dem-
onstrated great leadership and distinc-
tion in each of these significant roles.

Supreme Court Justices can have a
lasting impact on a State and its fu-
ture. Justice Hill leaves a legacy of
consistency and fidelity to the law. He
always strived to uphold justice and
ensure a fair judgment in every case.
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His decisions and opinions show respect
for due process and strict adherence to
the law. Justice Hill is a mentor and
inspiration to Wyoming’s legal commu-
nity. He enjoys sharing his experiences
and his passion for the legal profession
with students and individuals just en-
tering the legal field.

Justice Hill earned a reputation for
being a hard worker and a thorough de-
cisionmaker. Anyone fortunate enough
to work with him speaks highly of his
character and his drive. He respects the
rule of law and our foundational legal
principles. Justice Hill has consist-
ently shown his commitment to justice
and upholding the Constitution.

He has also been a recipient of sev-
eral prestigious honors throughout his
successful career. In 2017, he received
the Larry L. Lehman Award for Judi-
cial Excellence presented by the Wyo-
ming State Bar. The award is named in
honor of Justice Lehman for his efforts
to improve the operation of the Wyo-
ming court system and to provide
greater access to justice for all Wyo-
ming citizens. Justice Hill was also in-
ducted as an honorary member of the
University of Wyoming’s Order of the
Coif in 2011.

Justice Hill is married to Mary Kay
Hill, and they have two children: Brian
and Erin. Their son Brian Hill is mar-
ried to Molly Hill. Their daughter Erin
is married to Chase Rutherford. Mary
Kay Hill worked for U.S. Senator Al
Simpson in Washington, DC, for 10
years before returning to Wyoming as a
policy adviser for former Governor
Geringer and current Governor Mead.

The law plays such a major role in
Justice Hill’s life that he even plays
guitar in a band called The Law North
of Crow Creek. He is a man of many
talents and can captivate a room with
his stories. He leaves a lasting mark on
everyone he meets.

Retirement opens the door to a new
world of adventure and happiness. Jus-
tice Hill will continue to inspire and
touch the lives of the people of Wyo-
ming for years to come.

It is a great honor to recognize this
exceptional member of our Wyoming
community. My wife, Bobbi, joins me
in extending our gratitude and well
wishes to Justice Hill on his retire-
ment.e

———

REMEMBERING ELDER VON G.
KEETCH

e Mr. LEE. Mr. President, I would like
to honor the memory of a dear mentor
and friend, Elder Von G. Keetch, who
passed away suddenly on January 26 at
the age of 57.

Elder Keetch was a brilliant attorney
who used his gifts in the service of God.

As chief outside counsel and public
affairs director to the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, Elder
Keetch had the immense responsibility
of representing his faith in the public
square.

As an ardent supporter of religious
freedom, he also had the privilege of
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defending others’ ability to worship ac-
cording to the dictates of their con-
science.

“Religious liberty is a God-given
right,” Elder Keetch said. ‘It is essen-
tial to all men and women exercising
their agency and learning to choose be-
tween right and wrong.”

Elder Keetch had deep respect for our
constitutional rights because of his
profession, but as a man of faith, he
knew that conversions of the heart
occur through personal encounters.

Mindful of this truth, Elder Keetch
strove to imitate Jesus Christ in all as-
pects of his life. He encouraged his fel-
low Christians to do the same, even
during contentious public debates.

““Ask yourself how you can best
teach and defend the doctrine of the
gospel of Jesus Christ while also show-
ing love, kindness, and understanding,”
he wrote.

Elder Keetch was born in Provo and
lived for much of his life in Utah.

He earned his bachelor’s degree from
Brigham Young University and his law
degree from BYU’s law school.

During this period, he clerked at the
Supreme Court for Chief Justice War-
ren Burger and Justice Antonin Scalia,
where he worked on pivotal religious
liberty cases such as Employment Divi-
sion v. Speech, 1990.

As he came up through the ranks,
Elder Keetch caught the attention of
prominent legal minds, including my
father, Rex Lee, who mentored him
during law school.

Years later, Elder Keetch would re-
turn the favor by mentoring another
young BYU law student—me.

I still remember the enthusiasm that
Elder Keetch brought to his class on
the First Amendment. He wanted to
impress upon his students the impor-
tance of these old court decisions to
our lives.

At least in my case—and I am sure in
countless others—he succeeded.

After Elder Keetch graduated from
law school, he could have worked at his
choice of law firms in Washington, DC,
or New York. Instead, after prayerful
consideration, he returned to Utah to
work at Kirton McConkie, a law firm
that works closely with the LDS
Church.

Soon, Elder Keetch was an advocate
in some of the highest profile public
debates of our time, defending religious
liberty against coercion and the insti-
tution of marriage against attempts to
redefine it.

At the same time, Elder Keetch was
called to positions of leadership within
the LDS Church. He was sustained as a
General Authority Seventy of the
Church on April 4, 2015.

So tireless was Elder Keetch that,
when he was called to a full-time posi-
tion in the LDS Church, two attorneys
were assigned to take over his work.

In spite of these important and time-
consuming responsibilities, Elder
Keetch made family his first priority.

Elder Keetch is survived by six chil-
dren and his wife, Bernice, who has
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been his steady companion and sweet-
heart since she invited him to a dance
in high school. His family surrounded
him with love as he battled cancer, the
illness that eventually took him away
from us.

It is hard to grapple with the unex-
pected death of a mentor, father, hus-
band, and leader 1like Elder Von
Keetch, but we should take heart from
words that Elder Keetch himself spoke
before a General Conference audience
in 2015.

He said that trials were to be ex-
pected if we want to follow the One
who suffered for us on Calvary.

We represent the love and faith of
Christ, Elder Keetch taught, ‘“‘in situa-
tions where we don’t fully understand
the reason for God’s command.”

I don’t know why my dear friend and
mentor was called home so soon, but I
can take inspiration from his spectac-
ular life.

I still recall a phone conversation
with Elder Keetch many years ago,
when I was finishing a clerkship with
then-Judge Samuel Alito.

Elder Keetch was by then a promi-
nent attorney. By contrast, I was a kid
fresh out of school looking for life ad-
vice.

Still, he took my call, listened with
great care and attention, and gave wise
counsel that served me well down the
line. Undoubtedly, Elder Keetch’s time
could have been spent better elsewhere,
yet he chose to spend it on me.

That is what I will remember about
Elder Keetch. He brought the same en-
thusiasm to pivotal court cases and
seemingly unimportant phone con-
versations. He knew that matters large
and small can be used for the glory of
God.

In all things, Elder Von Keetch mod-
eled the words of Paul in his letter to
the Philippians: ‘“For to me, to live is
Christ and to die is gain,” Philippians
1:21-23, KJV.e

———

STATE OF THE UNION ESSAY
FINALISTS

e Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, last
week I entered into the RECORD the
winning essays in my office’s eighth
annual State of the Union Essay Con-
test. I would like to congratulate the
other finalists in this year’s contest
and likewise ask that their essays be
printed in the RECORD. The essays fol-
low, in alphabetical order according to
the finalists’ names.
The material follows:

BAILEY BLOW, SOUTH BURLINGTON HIGH SCHOOL
SENIOR, FINALIST

At the beginning of December, a video of a
polar bear was posted on Twitter by ‘‘Na-
tional Geographic.” When people think of
polar bears, they imagine snow and ice; how-
ever, in this video, snow and ice were no-
where to be found. There was only green.
Polar bears are also known for their massive
size. The polar bear from the video did not
look massive or strong. This poor bear was
weak and dangerously skinny. It could bare-
ly walk. Without snow and ice, there wasn’t
a food source for the bear to eat. The sci-
entists that captured the video believed that
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