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Mr. Corey has even returned to Vietnam 16
times since 1994, representing the Vietnam
Veterans of America’s Veterans Initiative program dedicated to recovery efforts for our
Vietnam Prisoners of War and those Missing
in Action, as well as to studies on the health
effects of Agent Orange. In that capacity, he
met with top Vietnamese and Laos leaders,
leaders and members of the Veterans Association of Vietnam, U.S. Ambassadors, and
the Joint Task Force-Full Accounting in Vietnam and Laos. For these extraordinary efforts,
he was nominated for the Nobel Peace prize.
He was also the first recipient of the Vietnam
Veterans of America’s Commendation Medal,
the VV A’s highest award for service to veterans, their families, and the community.
He is also a member of the Paralyzed Veterans of America, the Military Order of the
Purple Heart, Disabled American Veterans,
American Legion, Veterans of Foreign
Wars,1st Cavalry Association and the National
Association of Uniformed Services.
To this day, Mr. Corey is still fighting for his
fellow veterans, serving as Ombudsman and
Program Specialist with the Director’s Office at
the West Palm Beach VA. I can’t think of anyone who has given more for his comrades,
and for his country, than Mr. Thomas Corey,
and I could not be prouder to represent him in
Congress.
f

EL GÜERO CANELO WINS JAMES
BEARD AWARD

HON. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA
OF ARIZONA
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Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor and congratulate Daniel Contreras, the
owner of the famed El Güero Canelo restaurant for receiving a James Beard Award for
his world-famous Sonoran hot dog. El Güero
Canelo won this prestigious award in a special
category called ‘‘American Classics,’’ which
honors restaurants that are ‘‘cherished for
quality food that reflects the character of the
community.’’ I cannot think of a better choice
that reflects the cuisine and culture of Tucson.
Contreras’ restaurant, El Güero Canelo, is
emblematic of the merging of Mexican and
American culture that makes Tucson so special. The restaurant has a storied history in the
region and is representative of how one immigrant from Mexico with hard work, dedication,
and drive can achieve the American Dream.
Born in Magdalena, Sonora, Mexico,
Contreras experienced the trials of economic
hardship, spending his days playing baseball
while dreaming of a professional career. Like
so many before him, Contreras left his native
Mexico for Tucson, Arizona in search of a better life and lured by the promise of the American Dream. He worked long hours as a dishwasher in local restaurants until he decided to
take a risk and open up a hot dog stand in
1993, which became the birthplace of the legendary El Güero Canelo. From that tiny hot
dog stand, his business has grown to include
three restaurants in Tucson and one in Phoenix.
In addition to his immeasurable contributions to the gastronomy of Tucson, Contreras
is an upstanding member of the community,
dedicated to serving others. He is an active
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member of his church and frequently visits
state prisons to speak with incarcerated individuals on how to prevent alcoholism.
Contreras’ story demonstrates the power of
the American Dream and the persistent, entrepreneurial spirit of our immigrant community.
Thank you Daniel Contreras for your contributions to Tucson, and I look forward to enjoying
a James Beard award-winning Sonoran hotdog.
f

ECONOMIC JUSTICE IN THE BLACK
COMMUNITY
SPEECH OF

HON. MARCIA L. FUDGE
OF OHIO
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Monday, February 5, 2018
Ms. FUDGE. Mr. Speaker, during the State
of the Union speech last week, many of us did
not applaud the President as he assumed responsibility for the lowest rate of Black unemployment ever recorded. The simple truth is
that while Black unemployment reached its
lowest level in decades, the rate has been in
steady decline for the last seven years, a
credit to the Obama Administration President
Trump so often maligns.
It is also true that while gains have been
made, the Black unemployment rates fall short
of that for White workers. The President has
failed to acknowledge that just in the last
month, Black unemployment jumped nearly a
full percentage point, from 6.8 percent to 7.7
percent, and continues to be nearly double
that of White workers.
If Black unemployment figures were the
overall national figures, the country would be
facing or nearly facing an economic recession,
Yet, this Administration’s policies continue to
take aim at too many of us, especially African
Americans and other communities of color.
Black unemployment has consistently been
about double that of white employment. Sadly,
other statistics mirror what amounts to a persistent racial wealth divide:
90 percent of White households live above
the poverty line compared to 75 of Black
households;
71 percent of White households are homeowners compared to 41 percent of Black
households; and
In 2016, white families had a median net
worth of $171,000, compared with $17,600 for
Black families.
There is no doubt the persistent wealth disparity is rooted in federal policies that build
and preserve the racial wealth divide since the
institution of slavery. The Social Security Act
of 1935 provides just one example. The Act’s
passage laid the groundwork to aid the elderly
after the Great Depression. Yet, the Act excluded about one-third of all American workers, including farmworkers and domestic workers—who were predominately people of color.
For African Americans, the cost of exclusion
from the Social Security Act of 1935 resulted
in a loss of benefits totaling $143.2 billion in
2016 dollars.
Similarly, federal housing policies from 1934
to 1968, which sought to make homeownership accessible to more families, shut out
black families from homeownership through
the practice of redlining.
Unfortunately, the racial wealth gap shows
no sign of letting up under the Trump Adminis-
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tration. His economic policies offer dim prospects for African Americans and other communities of color.
The President’s lopsided tax cut transferred
massive amounts of wealth to those who are
already wealthy at the expense of everyone
else. The tax cuts add at least $1.5 trillion to
the national deficit, with likely offsets to earned
benefits and social safety net programs like
Medicare, Medicaid, and SNAP—programs
many families depend on. The cuts rob the
American people of resources that could put
people to work building infrastructure, or be invested in public education, child care, and
health care.
Trump’s first year budget was equally alarming. Proposed cuts to the Minority Business
Development Agency, Community Development Block Grants, and the Economic Development Administration, among countless others, will almost certainly diminish the ability of
underserved communities to get ahead .
These are not the actions of an Administration interested in helping all Americans. It is
time the Trump Administration and Republicans in Congress start acting on behalf of all
Americans, and not just a few. It is time to
turn words, cheers, and applause into meaningful action and help ensure economic justice
for all.
f

CELEBRATING 75 YEARS OF
MERCIER ORCHARDS

HON. DOUG COLLINS
OF GEORGIA
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Wednesday, February 7, 2018
Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today in celebration of Mercier Orchards’
75th anniversary, which took place on January
19.
In 1943, Bill and Adele Mercier acted on
their dream to own a homegrown apple orchard by purchasing a 27-acre plot of land in
Fannin County. What began as an apple orchard, though, eventually grew to include a
market, winery, restaurant, and wedding
venue.
Four generations and 75 harvests later,
Mercier Orchards has grown into one of Georgia’s top destinations for our state’s booming
agritourism industry. Each year brings in over
600,000 visitors from across the country, and
the company now ships its apples, fried pies,
and other delicious treats to people around the
world.
Mercier Orchards’ continued success attests
to the strength of this family-run business. By
encouraging each other through the poor harvests, the Mercier family was able to persevere together, using their business to make
a positive impact on northeast Georgia.
I congratulate Mercier Orchards on 75 fruitful years and wish the family the best as they
continue to celebrate this milestone.
f

HONORING THE LIFE OF RABBI
ISAIAH ZELDIN

HON. BRAD SHERMAN
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 7, 2018
Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
along with my colleagues Congressman TED
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LIEU, Congressman ADAM SCHIFF, and Congressman LEE ZELDIN to pay tribute to the visionary Rabbi Isaiah Zeldin, who passed away
at the age of 97.
Rabbi Zeldin was the founder and spiritual
leader of Stephen Wise Temple.
Stephen Wise Temple is located on an 18acre mountain between the San Fernando
Valley and the Westside of Los Angeles. The
Temple started in 1964 with just 35 families
and grew into one of the largest Reform Jewish synagogues and schools in the world.
Rabbi Zeldin transformed Jewish education
in Los Angeles as an advocate for building
Jewish day schools in the Reform movement.
Thousands of students have now been educated at the Temple’s educational venues
which came to include a pre-school, elementary school, high school, and religious school.
Rabbi Zeldin was known for speaking from
his heart on the pulpit, usually without any
notes. He was a champion for issues ranging
from access to education, affordable housing,
and support for the state of Israel. Rabbi
Zeldin inspired in future generations a desire
to care for others and set an example of inclusiveness by welcoming Jews of all denominations, as well as non-Jews to the synagogue.
The Los Angeles community mourns the
loss of its Rabbi, leader, teacher, mentor, and
friend. We give thanks for the incredible legacy he leaves behind and for his many contributions to our community and the Jewish
People.
We send our sincerest condolences to
Rabbi Zeldin’s children, Joel and Karen, and
Michael and Terry; his brother, Bernard; his
grandchildren, Sivan and Igor, Sasha and
Dustin, Oren and Noga, Gabe, and Noam; and
his great-grandchildren, Eytan, Ilan, Alina,
Liam, Stav, Evan and Ido.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. TIMOTHY J. WALZ
OF MINNESOTA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 7, 2018
Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I was absent for
Roll Call No. 60 (on the Motion to Concur in
the House Amendment to Senate Amendment
to H.R. 1892—Further Extension of Continuing
Appropriations Act, 2018). Had I been present,
I would have voted No.
f

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF SENATE AMENDMENT TO H.R.
1892, HONORING HOMETOWN HEROES ACT
SPEECH OF

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM
OF MINNESOTA
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Tuesday, February 6, 2018
Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I will vote no
on H. Res. 727 because of my strong objections to the Republican majority’s refusal to do
Congress’ work on time and their rejection of
regular order for debate on critical national priorities.
H. Res. 727 makes in order H.R. 1892. This
bill is entitled the Honoring Hometown Heroes
Act, but in its current form this legislation has
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nothing to do with recognizing our first responders. In fact, the version of H.R. 1892 the
House will consider under H. Res. 727 denies
our first responders the certainty they deserve
by providing them just 43 days of federal funding.
Discord and delay is no way to run our government. Instead of playing political games, it
is time that Republicans join Democrats to
reach a bipartisan budget agreement that
keeps our government open, protects our national security, and meets our commitments to
hardworking families.
f

HONORING THE CITY OF BEDFORD
FOR PROVIDING EARLY CANCER
DETECTION SCREENING TO ITS
FIREFIGHTERS

HON. KENNY MARCHANT
OF TEXAS
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Wednesday, February 7, 2018
Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize the extraordinary leadership of
the City of Bedford for being the first city in
the United States to provide early cancer detection blood testing to its fire department.
According to the International Association of
Firefighters, cancer is now the leading cause
of death among firefighters. During fire suppression and overhaul activities, firefighters
may be exposed to smoke and other byproducts of combustion, many of which contain
known carcinogens. The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention estimate that firefighters have a 14 percent higher rate of cancer incidence as compared to the general population.
For departments across the country, these
are more than just statistics; it is a reality that
firefighters and their loved ones feel acutely.
After experiencing firsthand the losses of both
retired and active firefighters due to cancer,
the City of Bedford took action. Earlier this
year, the Bedford City Council—working with
the Bedford Professional Firefighter’s Association and Fire Chief Sean Patrick Fay—voted to
provide early cancer detection blood testing to
the fire department. With this test, Bedford
firefighters have an advanced tool to help detect the possible presence of cancer in its beginning stages, giving them the best chance to
fight the disease.
The firefighters of Bedford put themselves at
tremendous risk day in and day out to ensure
the safety of their community. I am profoundly
encouraged by the implementation of the early
cancer detection screening program and am
certain that this is the first of many steps we
can take to enhance protection for our firefighters.
Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 24th Congressional District of Texas, I ask all my distinguished colleagues to join me in honoring the
outstanding and proactive leadership of the
City of Bedford and the brave men and
women of the Bedford Fire Department.
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HONORING SIMEON BOOKER

HON. BARBARA LEE
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 7, 2018
Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor
the extraordinary life of Simeon Booker, who
passed away on December 10 at the age of
99.
Simeon Booker was a trailblazer for African
Americans in journalism, becoming the first
black reporter at The Washington Post before
continuing his distinguished career as the
Washington Bureau Chief of Jet and Ebony
magazines.
Simeon’s tireless dedication to uncovering
the truth and seeking justice was pivotal to the
civil rights movement. In 1955, Simeon traveled to Mississippi, and his story on the brutal
murder of Emmett Till sent reverberations of
shock, anger, and pain throughout the country.
Later in the 1960s, Simeon’s time with the
Freedom Riders drew attention to the great
dangers faced by civil rights activists and
shined light on their hope and courage for
change.
Throughout his life, Simeon fought hard to
bring voice to narratives that might otherwise
have been covered over and lost, and his
words have galvanized change.
I have always looked to Simeon as a role
model and leader in fighting for freedom and
equality. I am deeply honored to have considered him a friend and to have learned from his
compassion, bravery, and fierce love for others.
I offer my sincerest condolences to the family and friends of Simeon Booker.
f

HONORING PETER MCINTOSH

HON. DOUG COLLINS
OF GEORGIA
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Wednesday, February 7, 2018
Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize Rabun County’s Peter
McIntosh, a northeast Georgia photographer
who has dedicated years to producing scenic
snapshots of our mountain home.
Recently, the Georgia Council for the Arts
selected three of McIntosh’s photographs to
hang in the state Capitol as part of its ‘‘Art of
Georgia Ill: Celebrating Home’’ exhibit. The
three photographs—‘‘Chattahoochee Headwaters,’’ ‘‘Tallulah Watershed Sunrise,’’ and
‘‘Sunset—Blackrock Mountain State Park’’—
were selected as part of the exhibit’s ‘‘North
Georgia’’ category, which represents 76 of the
state’s counties.
This year will mark the third year that
McIntosh’s work has been selected for this
honor. Like his previous photographs, this
year’s collection will take their place on the
walls of the Gold Dome, magnifying our state’s
natural beauty and cultural traditions.
I stand with Governor Deal in congratulating
Peter McIntosh on his work and look forward
to seeing the next sights he captures.
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