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Little’s service records. After working
with members of his family, my office
was able to put in a request to the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs to secure
the appropriate marker for his grave.
Unfortunately, due to the damage from
Hurricane Irma, the cemetery was
damaged and the installation of his
headstone had to be put on hold.

Thanks largely in part to the work of
volunteers who cleaned up and led the
recovery after the storm, I am pleased
to share that First Class John William
Little will finally be receiving the rec-
ognition he deserves as his family and
members of the community come to-
gether with the Homestead Air Force
Base Honor Guard to place a proper
headstone on his grave later today.

Little was part of what we call the
Greatest Generation, and the name is
rightly deserved. At a time when
human dignity and basic freedoms were
under attack, he and millions like him
put their lives on hold to ensure our
way of life would be protected for gen-
erations to come. The basic freedoms
we value, the way of life we enjoy, and
even the continued existence of our
government institutions are because of
the sacrifices made by men and women
like Private First Class Little.

I am proud of my staff’s hard work to
secure this recognition for one of our
fallen heroes and humbled that we were
able to play a role in honoring his
memory and sacrifice. I am dis-
appointed I won’t be there to honor
him in person today, but I look forward
to visiting his grave to pay my respects
soon.

VITA UNITED WAY

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, last year Congress passed historic
tax reform repairing our Nation’s bro-
ken Tax Code. The positive effects of
this new law are beginning to be felt
across the country as businesses of all
sizes reward their workers with bo-
nuses and higher wages, all while hir-
ing more people to fill new positions.

Millions of Americans across the in-
come spectrum will start seeing more
money in their paychecks as soon as
this month. However, with the growth
of wages and bonuses being realized,
reprehensible individuals looking to
commit fraud and take advantage of
countless hardworking Americans as
they file their taxes will see this as a
prime opportunity to ply unsuspecting
victims. Sadly, fraudulent tax prepara-
tion is a problem we know all too well
in south Florida.

Fortunately, free tax filing assist-
ance is available for those who need it.
The IRS offers the Volunteer Income
Tax Assistance program, known as
VITA, to provide free tax preparation
services from volunteer tax profes-
sionals in local communities.

Mr. Speaker, for low-income families
with an annual income of less than
$54,000, the elderly, and those strug-
gling with English, VITA services are
an opportunity to make the most of
the recent tax relief legislation and en-
sure they are getting as much in their
tax return as possible.
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Sixty percent of residents in my dis-
trict qualify for this assistance in pre-
paring their taxes, which is why I have
made fighting to protect and strength-
en the VITA program one of my top
priorities since being appointed to the
Ways and Means Committee last year.

Together with my Democratic col-
league Representative DANNY DAVIS, I
introduced a bipartisan bill that would
permanently authorize the IRS to fund
this free tax preparation service. It
also ensures that VITA grant recipi-
ents, who already have accuracy rates
of 94 percent, including tax returns
claiming the Earned Income Tax Cred-
it, maintain strong records of accuracy
that will save taxpayers money.

My legislation is an important step
toward ensuring the IRS is serving tax-
payers and not the other way around. I
am proud it has strong bipartisan sup-
port.

In my district, United Way of Miami-
Dade and United Way of Monroe work
hard to connect lower-income tax-
payers or those with limited English
skills with reliable, legitimate tax
preparation assistance—entirely for
free through the IRS VITA program. I
was honored to invite United Way of
Miami-Dade to Washington last year to
share the work they do to help so many
in our community fully utilize this free
resource.

Unfortunately, I won’t be able to
visit United Way in South Dade this
afternoon as planned, but I look for-
ward to rescheduling to bring attention
to their work soon.

I want to ensure as many constitu-
ents as possible are aware these serv-
ices are available to protect their hard-
earned paychecks, especially in a pe-
riod of historic tax relief, and I encour-
age anyone looking for more informa-
tion to reach out to my office for as-
sistance.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois). Pursuant to
clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair declares
the House in recess until 10 a.m. today.

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 19 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.

O 1000
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. COLLINS of Georgia) at 10
a.m.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Heavenly Father, thank You for giv-
ing us another day.

We thank You for every day you give
us to be here at the seat of partici-
pative government. Bless the work of
all the men and women who represent
the people of the United States. Fill
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them with wisdom and good will, that
they might better work together for
the benefit of our Nation.

Bless all the leaders of all the
branches of our government with peace
this day. May all be their best to serve
the noble ends of government: the wel-
fare of all men and women.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, pur-
suant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a
vote on agreeing to the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from New York (Mr. ZELDIN)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. ZELDIN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

———
SUPPORT FOR LIBERTY IN IRAN

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, this
year started with thousands of Ira-
nians, including many young people,
taking to the streets in opposition to
the corrupt regime of the mullahs in
Iran.

Iranians face brutality, imprison-
ment, and execution simply because
they want freedom of expression and
disagree with the Iranian Government.
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