February 13, 2018

and his administration have proved un-
willing to act. We must do better.

I am proud to join with my friend
and colleague, ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN,
to introduce the DETER Act in the
House. This bicameral, bipartisan leg-
islation, introduced in the Senate by
CHRIS VAN HOLLEN and MARCO RUBIO,
will improve our monitoring of foreign
interference and impose immediate and
severe sanctions when such actions are
identified. It is an important step to
ensure the integrity of every Ameri-
can’s vote.

Protecting our elections is a national
concern superseding party and politics.
As we approach the next national elec-
tion in less than 9 months, we must
work together and we must act now.

I urge my colleagues to support the
DETER Act to secure our elections this
year and beyond.

——

AMERICANS VIEW MEDIA
NEGATIVELY

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
Gallup recently polled Americans on
their perceptions of the news media.
The poll revealed that 43 percent of
Americans have a negative view of the
media, 10 percent more than who have
a positive view. Two-thirds said that
the news media does not do a good job
of separating fact from fiction. More
than half said they couldn’t think of
one objective news source.

These are remarkable findings and
yet unsurprising. The Iliberal news
media has abandoned objective, fact-
based reporting and is, instead, pushing
a liberal agenda. Their partisan-driven
news only tells one side of the story:
their side. The liberal media has made
it their mission to attack the Presi-
dent and Republicans on a daily basis
at the expense of the facts.

Americans know it when they see it.
This is a liberal, partisan agenda
masquerading as journalism. Until the
news returns to objective reporting,
Americans will continue to view them
negatively.

——

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule I, the following
enrolled bills were signed by the
Speaker on Friday, February 9, 2018:

H.R. 582, to amend the Communica-
tions Act of 1934 to require multi-line
telephone systems to have a configura-
tion that permits users to directly ini-
tiate a call to 9-1-1 without dialing any
additional digit, code, prefix, or post-
fix, and for other purposes;

H.R. 1301, making appropriations for
the Department of Defense for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 2017, and
for other purposes;

H.R. 1892, to amend title 4, United
States Code, to provide for the flying of

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

the flag at half-staff in the event of the
death of a first responder in the line of
duty;

S. 1438, to redesignate the Jefferson
National Expansion Memorial in the
State of Missouri as the ‘‘Gateway
Arch National Park”.

————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, February 9, 2018.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, The Capitol,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit a sealed
envelope received from the White House on
February 9, 2018 at 10:19 a.m., said to contain
a message from the President whereby he
submits a notice continuing the national
emergency with respect to Libya.
With best wishes, I am,
Sincerely,
ROBERT F. REEVES,
Deputy Clerk of the House.

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO
LIBYA—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 115-93)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs
and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90
days before the anniversary date of its
declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to
the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to
the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency declared in Executive
Order 13566 of February 25, 2011, with
respect to Libya is to continue in effect
beyond February 25, 2018.

Colonel Muammar Qadhafi, his gov-
ernment, and close associates took ex-
treme measures against the people of
Libya, including using weapons of war,
mercenaries, and wanton violence
against unarmed civilians. There re-
mains a serious risk that former mem-
bers of the Qadhafi government, mem-
bers of the Qadhafi family, the Qadhafi
family’s close associates, or others de-
termined to undermine the United Na-
tions peace process might misappro-
priate Libyan state assets. The diver-
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sion of these resources could prolong
and deepen the current instability in
Libya, which would benefit the Islamic
State of Iraq and Syria and other ter-
rorist groups and pose a serious risk to
the national security of the United
States and the security of regional
partners.

A strong and united Libya is the best
defense against terrorism in the region.
The violence among Libyans that
began in Benghazi in May 2014, and
spread thereafter to Tripoli and
throughout the country, has desta-
bilized the country. Until Libyans re-
solve their underlying political divi-
sions, there will remain a significant
threat of civil conflict in Libya. Many
of the ongoing political divisions are
over power and access to Libya’s re-
sources, and further destabilization is
possible were sanctions to be lifted. We
continue to encourage Libyans to en-
gage in political dialogue and refrain
from violence. Those who reject dia-
logue and obstruct or undermine
Libya’s democratic transition must be
held accountable. While we work with
the international community to iden-
tify those individuals who pose a
threat to Libya’s democratic transi-
tion, we must also continue to ensure
that appropriate sanctions remain in
place.

The situation in Libya continues to
pose an unusual and extraordinary
threat to the national security and for-
eign policy of the United States, and
measures are needed to protect against
the diversion of assets or other abuses
by members of Qadhafi’s family, their
associates, and others hindering Liby-
an national reconciliation. Therefore, I
have determined that it is necessary to
continue the national emergency with
respect to Libya.

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 9, 2018.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, February 9, 2018.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit a sealed
envelope received from the White House on
February 9, 2018 at 10:20 a.m., said to contain
a message from the President whereby he
submits designations under the Balanced and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

With best wishes, I am
Sincerely,
ROBERT F. REEVES,
Deputy Clerk of the House.
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