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COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, February,
14, at 10 a.m. to conduct a hearing on
the following nominations: Joel M.
Carson III, of New Mexico, to be United
States Circuit Judge for the Tenth Cir-
cuit, Colm F. Connolly, and Maryellen
Noreika, both to be a United States
District Judge for the District of Dela-
ware, William F. Jung, to be United
States District Judge for the Middle
District of Florida, and Ryan T. Holte,
of Ohio, to be a Judge of the United
States Court of Federal Claims.
COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS
The Committee on Small Business is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, February,
14, 2018, at 3:30 p.m., to conduct a hear-
ing on the following nominations: avid
Christian Tryon, of Ohio, to be Chief
Counsel for Advocacy, and Hannibal
Ware, of the Virgin Islands, to be In-
spector General, both of the Small
Business Administration.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON PERSONNEL
The Subcommittee on Personnel of
the Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, February,
14, 2018, at 3 p.m., to conduct a hearing.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON READINESS AND
MANAGEMENT SUPPORT
The Subcommittee on Readiness and
Management Support of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services is authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on Wednesday, February, 14, 2018,
at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON NATIONAL PARKS
The Subcommittee on National
Parks of the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, February, 14, 2018, at 3
p.m., to conduct a hearing.

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that my intern,
Amanda Power, be granted privileges
of the floor for the remainder of the
day.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

SERGEANT ERNEST I. “BOOTS”
THOMAS VA CLINIC

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of
S. 2246 and the Senate proceed to its
immediate consideration.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 2246) to designate the health care
center of the Department of Veterans Affairs
in Tallahassee, Florida, as the Sergeant Er-
nest I. “Boots” Thomas VA Clinic, and for
other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. I further ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
considered read a third time and passed
and the motion to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table with
no intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 2246) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 2246

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. REDESIGNATION OF A DEPARTMENT
OF VETERANS AFFAIRS CLINIC IN
FLORIDA.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The Health Care Center
of the Department of Veterans Affairs lo-
cated at 2181 Orange Avenue in Tallahassee,
Florida, shall after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act be known and designated as
the ‘‘Sergeant Ernest I. ‘Boots’ Thomas VA
Clinic”.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in any
law, regulation, map, document, paper, or
other record of the United States to the clin-
ic referred to in paragraph (1) shall be con-
sidered to be a reference to the Sergeant Er-
nest I. “Boots’ Thomas VA Clinic.

AUTHORIZING REPRESENTATION
BY SENATE LEGAL COUNSEL

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 406, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 406) to authorize rep-
resentation by the Senate Legal Counsel in
the case of United States v. Ahmed
Alahmedalabdaloklah.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table with no intervening action or
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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The resolution (S. Res. 406) was
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-

mitted Resolutions.””)

——————

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY,
FEBRUARY 15, 2018

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 10 a.m., Thursday, Feb-
ruary 15; further, that following the
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; finally, I ask that fol-
lowing leader remarks, the Senate re-
sume consideration of H.R. 2579.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 7:37 p.m., adjourned until Thursday,
February 15, 2018, at 10 a.m.

—————

DISCHARGED NOMINATION

The Senate Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation
was discharged from further consider-
ation of the following nomination by
unanimous consent and the nomination
was confirmed:

COAST GUARD NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH REAR
ADM. (LH) STEVEN J. ANDERSEN AND ENDING WITH
REAR ADM. (LH) KEITH M. SMITH, WHICH NOMINATIONS
WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND APPEARED IN THE
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON MAY 16, 2017.

————

CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate February 14, 2018:
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

MARGARET WEICHERT, OF GEORGIA, TO BE DEPUTY DI-
RECTOR FOR MANAGEMENT, OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT
AND BUDGET.

IN THE COAST GUARD

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES COAST GUARD TO THE GRADE IN-
DICATED UNDER TITLE 14, U.S.C., SECTION 271(D):

To be rear admiral

REAR ADM. (LH) STEVEN J. ANDERSEN
REAR ADM. (LH) KEITH M. SMITH
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