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HONORING PAUL CLARK AS THE 
WEST SENECA CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE’S CITIZEN OF THE 
YEAR 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 15, 2018 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to honor Mr. Paul Clark of West 
Seneca as he is presented with the 2018 Cit-
izen of the Year Award by the West Seneca 
Chamber of Commerce at Kloc’s Grove. Paul 
has proven a recognized leader in his commu-
nity through his extensive public service. 

Paul has worked as a certified public ac-
countant for over four decades. He belongs to 
the New York State Society of Certified Public 
Accountants and is a partner at the firm Clark 
& Nihill. As a member of the Construction Ex-
change of the New York Board of Governors, 
he has trained local contractors in accounting 
and finance. 

As a leader, mentor, and engaged neighbor, 
Paul has been a Cub Scout Den Leader, 
coach of St. John Vianney’s Boys Basketball, 
and sponsor of West Seneca Girls Softball. He 
has belonged to the local Rotary Chapter for 
over thirty years, serving in every position. 

Initiatives Paul has been involved with have 
improved quality of life in Western New York, 
and include bringing the Koessler Center to 
Canisius College, and assisting in the char-
tering and organization of the board of the 
Burchfield Nature and Art Center. As a mem-
ber of the YMCA Capital Board he advised 
members to create Ismailia Shrine Temple 
and to bring the Y to the Southtowns. 

Paul’s volunteer efforts reflect his commit-
ment to history, economic development, edu-
cation, healthcare and an appreciation for an 
iconic American automobile. The Pan-Am Ex-
position Society, West Seneca Development 
Corp., Bennett High School, Mercy Flight, and 
the Western New York Mustang Car Club 
have benefitted from his good and generous 
works. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to honor Mr. Paul Clark 
as the West Seneca Chamber of Commerce’s 
2018 Citizen of the Year. His dedication to our 
community is commendable, and I wish him all 
the best in his future endeavors. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE CITY OF 
ROCKLIN, CA 125TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. TOM McCLINTOCK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 15, 2018 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, the City of 
Rocklin, California celebrates its 125th Anni-
versary on February 24, 2018. The city was 

incorporated on February 24, 1893, becoming 
the 95th city in California. 

Rocklin has a vibrant history. Through grit, 
determination and hard work, the City built a 
foundation on granite mining and railroads. 
Rocklin was first recognized as a destination 
on the transcontinental railroad in 1864, about 
the same time granite mining began. By 1910, 
22 quarries were operating and shipping near-
ly 2,000 carloads of granite. Rocklin granite 
was used to build the state capitol and many 
buildings in San Francisco. 

In 1908, Southern Pacific announced that 
the railyards would be moved to Roseville, 
causing many residents to abandon their 
homes and follow the company. The granite 
industry also declined precipitously. The citi-
zens persisted by starting small businesses, 
granite operations, agriculture, and a friendly, 
communal environment until the 1950s, when 
signs of growth began again. The construction 
of Highway 80 beginning in 1958 began to ex-
pand the City’s potential for development. The 
Rocklin Sierra College campus was completed 
in 1961, and suburban expansion led to 
growth in the housing market during the late 
1950s and 1960s. 

Rocklin realized the benefits of a low cost of 
living and land that drew high technology firms 
and other industries to the region. This re-
sulted in an expansion of commercial and resi-
dential development, including Stanford 
Ranch, a 3,000 acre planned community. By 
2016, it was the fourth-fastest growing city in 
California. In 2016, the city completed an 
$11.3 million interchange at Highway 65 and 
Whitney Ranch Parkway, providing increased 
access to nearly 200 acres for development. 

Abundant parks, trails, and open space 
make Rocklin that much more enjoyable. The 
City protects its natural resources and recently 
completed the purchase of approximately 184 
acres of land that was previously the site of 
the Rocklin Golf Club. This green space at the 
heart of the city will provide an oasis for out-
door activities and opportunities for expansion 
of recreation, parks and trails systems. 

I am excited to celebrate Rocklin’s 125th 
Anniversary, and look forward to the continued 
successes of the city. 

f 

COMMENDING JAY SORENSEN 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 15, 2018 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and commend Jay Sorensen 
upon his induction into the California Outdoors 
Hall of Fame. This honor is a testament to his 
dedication in working to promote conservation. 
As a lifelong fishing lover, his tireless advo-
cacy for the Delta has not only inspired thou-
sands of others to take part in the great out-
doors, but has also helped preserve the Del-

ta’s waters and wildlife for future generations 
to appreciate. This incredible commitment to 
our region and to conservation merits our 
highest distinction. 

On behalf of the people of California’s 3rd 
Congressional District, I offer my sincere con-
gratulations as well as my best wishes for the 
years ahead. 

f 

THE FIGHT TO DEFEAT MALARIA 

HON. JAMIE RASKIN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 15, 2018 

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of U.S. leadership to end ma-
laria globally, a movement driven by the Presi-
dent’s Malaria Initiative and the Global Fund to 
Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria. These 
benchmark programs have helped save the 
lives of seven million people from this dev-
astating disease for nearly two decades. I am 
proud to represent the 8th District of Maryland, 
where many of the major life-saving scientific 
discoveries have occurred, notably at the Wal-
ter Reed Army Institute of Research and the 
National Institutes of Health. 

As a leader in the fight to eliminate malaria, 
the U.S. has helped create and advance life- 
saving interventions like insecticide-treated 
bed nets, indoor residual spray, and rapid di-
agnostic tests throughout endemic regions in-
cluding Sub-Saharan Africa, South America, 
and Southeast Asia. Between 2000 and 2015, 
the U.S. and our global partners have driven 
down malaria death rates by 62 percent over-
all, and by 69 percent for children under five. 
Yet, despite this progress, more work remains: 
the World Health Organization (WHO) re-
ported 445,000 deaths in 2016 caused by this 
preventable and treatable disease. 

In its World Malaria Report of 2017, the 
WHO highlighted the successes and short-
comings of the global community’s efforts to 
combat this disease, which is still killing hun-
dreds of thousands of people every year. 
While annual reports have noted steady de-
clines in deaths and infections caused by ma-
laria, progress has stalled due to insecticide 
and drug resistance, stagnant funding from 
global and domestic partners, and political in-
stability. For the first time since 2000, when 
the global community first came together to 
end malaria, infection rates increased and 
death rates did not decline. This is the stark 
reality of the fight against malaria: when atten-
tion and funding shrink, the disease thrives 
and spreads. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in con-
tinuing our bipartisan commitment to defeating 
malaria, including full funding of the Presi-
dent’s Malaria Initiative and the Global Fund to 
Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria. To-
gether, we can ensure that a day will arrive 
when no child will ever again die from a mos-
quito bite. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-

SARY OF MEMORIAL BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

HON. BRIAN BABIN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 15, 2018 

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the 100th Anniversary of Memorial 
Baptist Church, located in the city of Baytown 
in East Harris County. 

This area was mainly a farming and ranch-
ing community known as Goose Creek, until 
oil was found there in 1907 and it quickly be-
came a rowdy and untidy camp. In 1918, Rev-
erend J. W. Anderson felt that God was calling 
him to organize a church in Goose Creek. At 
this time a group of Christian women held a 
prayer meeting in their homes and the First 
Baptist Church of Goose Creek was organized 
with eight members. Reverend Anderson was 
named the pastor and the first building was 
built. In 1927, the church had grown to 614 
members and Reverend J. D. Fuller became 
the new pastor. Due to their increased size, 
the congregation needed a larger building. 
This building cost $50,000 and they had a 
hard time making payments during the depres-
sion. On December 7, 1945, the cities of Pelly 
annexed Goose Creek and Baytown. At this 
time, the church changed its name to Memo-
rial Baptist Church and built a new sanctuary 
on Sterling Street. 

In 2008 Memorial Church and Trinity Baptist 
Church voted to donate their church buildings 
on Highway 146 to Memorial. This new area 
became the North Campus of Memorial Bap-
tist Church and Reverend Andrew McDaniel 
was named pastor. On 25 August 2017, Hurri-
cane Harvey came ashore in Texas. It flooded 
Baytown and other areas along the coast. Me-
morial Baptist Church’s gym was used as a 
shelter for over 180 people. A deacon of the 
church named Robby Davis along with a team 
of other church members helped to clean out 
homes to be repaired. They moved furniture, 
cabinets, flooring and sheet rock. Some peo-
ple did day labor, furnished food, washed 
clothes and provided places for victims of the 
storm to stay. Memorial North Campus was 
also flooded and on November 4, 2017, they 
were able to worship at that location again. 

On 25 February 2018, this church will cele-
brate being a century old. God has used Me-
morial Baptist Church as an amazing witness 
for 100 years and I am privileged to have such 
a place of worship in my district. 

f 

RECOGNIZING KEVIN MCALEENAN 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 15, 2018 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Kevin McAleenan, Acting Commis-
sioner of U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
(CBP): Mr. McAleenan has been chosen as 
the United States’ honoree for the prestigious 
League of United Latin American Citizens 
Council No. 12 (LULAC) Señor Internacional 
award. 

Following his graduation with a Bachelor of 
Arts from Amherst College, Mr. McAleenan 

earned a Juris Doctor degree from the Univer-
sity of Chicago Law School. Thereafter, he 
worked at a private law firm in California. 
However, he was motivated to work in public 
service after the events of September 11, 
2001. He joined the Office of Anti-Terrorism at 
U.S. Customs Service, a legacy organization 
of U.S. Customs and Border Protection, where 
he was eventually named as the Director. 

Mr. McAleenan became Acting Commis-
sioner of CBP on January 20th, 2017. Prior to 
his role as Acting Commissioner, Mr. 
McAleenan held several leadership positions 
with U.S. Customs and Border Protection, in-
cluding Deputy Commissioner of CBP and As-
sistant Commissioner at the Office of Field 
Operations. Upon Mr. McAleenan’s appoint-
ment to Deputy Commissioner, former CBP 
Commissioner R. Gil Kerlikowske spoke of 
McAleenan highly, saying, ‘‘His dedication, his 
vision to transform CBP and to ensure that we 
remain the nation’s premier law enforcement 
agency, is truly astounding.’’ 

Throughout his career, Mr. McAleenan 
worked to increase security at the border, im-
proved terrorism detection and response tac-
tics, and supervised the trade and travel at 
over 300 domestic ports of entry. In his cur-
rent role, he has three core missions: counter-
terrorism, border security, and trade enforce-
ment. Mr. McAleenan oversees 60,000 em-
ployees and directs the largest law-enforce-
ment agency in the federal government. For 
his work, Mr. McAleenan received the Service 
to America Medal, Call to Service Award, and 
in 2015, he was honored with a Presidential 
Rank Award, the nation’s highest civil service 
award. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have the op-
portunity to recognize Mr. Kevin McAleenan. I 
congratulate him on receiving the prestigious 
LULAC No. 12 Señor Internacional award. 

f 

SAN ANTONIO’S TERCENTENNIAL 
YEAR—1718 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 15, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate the City of San Antonio and its 
residents on the 300th anniversary of the city’s 
founding. San Antonio has grown from a small 
farming community along the banks of the San 
Antonio River into the 7th largest city in the 
United States. 

Its rich history and vibrant culture is what 
makes it truly unique. The first flag to fly over 
Texas was the Spanish flag. Spain laid official 
claim to what is now parts of Texas from 1716 
to 1821, as part of the Viceroyalty of New 
Spain, or Colonial Mexico. On May 1, 1718, 
the Mission San Antonio de Valero—later 
known as the Alamo—was established. 

The Tejanos’ place in Texas history took 
root in the 1700s when the land was under 
Spanish rule. A group of mostly Spanish-Indi-
ans loyal to the Spanish crown pushed their 
colonial empire north from Mexico to found a 
military post and religious missions to estab-
lish San Antonio. As frontier people, they were 
mainly ranchers and farmers and developed a 
culture unique to them. Settling northeastern 
Mexico, the area of modem day San Antonio, 
many of their customs reflected that of tradi-

tional Mexican heritage, but with an inde-
pendent Texas twist. 

San Antonio is home to five missions estab-
lished along the San Antonio River in the 
1700s by Catholic missionaries. The five mis-
sions are all but three miles apart from each 
other: Mission San Antonio de Valero (The 
Alamo), Mission Concepcion, Mission San 
Jose, Mission San Juan, and Mission Espada. 
The missions served to make the American In-
dians into Spanish citizens. By entering the 
missions, the Indians pledged to follow the 
rules of Spain. They set aside their traditional 
life to learn a new language, accept a new re-
ligion and pledge allegiance to a new king. 

Today the missions represent a connection 
with our past. The missions depict classic 
Spanish architecture, domes and bell towers, 
and sanctuaries that still have active parishes 
and cultural centers. The missions are a part 
of every Texan’s history. 

Military Plaza was first established in 1722 
as a parade ground and market square for the 
Spanish troops stationed there. Today, the 
only noticeable evidence of the Spanish troops 
marching and living in the plaza is the Spanish 
Governor’s Palace. The area has been the 
heart of the city and today is the commercial 
and government center of San Antonio. 

Any Texan will tell you that water is very im-
portant to our state, and water is what contrib-
uted to San Antonio’s rich history. The San 
Antonio River comes from the Edwards Aqui-
fer Spring Field north of downtown San Anto-
nio. With this natural resource, the missions 
and plaza were located close by. It provided a 
clean reliable source to the missionaries and 
soldiers. 

The river supported agricultural operations 
at the missions through an irrigation system 
created by the early settlers. Portions of this 
water system remain used today, 300 years 
later. 

Over the years, the Tejanos prospered and 
furthered their distinction from the Spanish 
crown and from other parts of Mexico. A failed 
attempt by the Tejanos against Spanish rule 
gained new hope when Mexico won independ-
ence from Spain in 1831. 

By this time Texas had seen a significant in-
flux of settlers from the United States, and like 
the Tejanos, had a culture unique as the land 
it occupied. As Texas’ distinction from Mexico 
grew, so did the desire for local rule and sov-
ereignty. 

The passion for independence spread 
throughout Texas and San Antonio and on 
March 2, 1836, 54 delegates signed the Texas 
Declaration of Independence and the fight for 
freedom began. 187 freedom fighters started 
assembling in an old beat-up mission in San 
Antonio. 

Juan Seguı́n and his company of Tejanos 
rode into the Alamo and readied for battle 
alongside William Barrett Travis, Jim Bowie 
and Davy Crockett. This rag-tag group of re-
lentless patriots, made up of men from nearly 
every state in the Union and 13 foreign coun-
tries, including Mexico, readied for one of the 
most storied battles in our history. 

Outnumbered by an overwhelming Mexican 
army, these Texas warriors knew that sur-
render was not an option. Retreat was never 
on the table. Victory or death. 

On February 23, 1836, Santa Ana’s army of 
1500 well-armed troops unleashed on the de-
fenders of the Alamo. During the siege, Travis 
sent out his famous call for reinforcements. 
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Juan Seguı́n was the last messenger to leave, 
riding through enemy lines carrying the final 
message from the beleaguered mission. Un-
fortunately, the call for help was not answered 
in time. Travis and 187 volunteers sacrificed 
their lives on the altar of freedom after thirteen 
glorious days at the Alamo. 

Regrouping in Gonzales, Seguı́n and his 
company of Tejanos joined General Sam 
Houston in the final battle for independence 
along the marshy banks of the San Jacinto 
River. This was the only Tejano unit at San 
Jacinto. As not to confuse the Tejanos with 
Santa Anna’s army, General Sam had Seguı́n 
put a playing card in the head band of each 
Tejano so they could easily be recognized. In 
an impromptu siege on the sleeping enemy, 
General Sam and his boys routed the Mexican 
Army yelling, ‘‘Remember the Alamo!’’ ‘‘Re-
member Goliad!’’ Most of the enemy were 
killed or wounded. The rest were captured or 
disappeared, the victory was stunning. 

Texas became a free, independent nation 
that day and claimed what is now Texas and 
parts of New Mexico, Oklahoma, Kansas, Col-
orado and Wyoming. In June of 1836, Juan 
Seguı́n accepted the official Mexican sur-
render of San Antonio and later saw that the 
remains of those that perished at the Alamo 
received an honorable burial. 

A plaque on the Alamo wall states: ‘‘The 
Alamo: The Thermopylae of Texas.’’ The 
Alamo is a tribute to all those that are defiant 
against any form of tyranny. It is important for 
us to recognize all those that sacrificed for 
freedom, yesterday, today and tomorrow. Re-
member who we are and what we stand for— 
remember the Alamo. 

Whether it is the river walk, historic mis-
sions, floating parades, amazing food or the 
Alamo that you love about going to San Anto-
nio; there is something for everyone of every 
age. This year as San Antonio celebrates 300 
years of history, I encourage everyone, wheth-
er you’re a longtime Texan or a transplant, to 
take the time and learn something new about 
San Antonio’s unique and fascinating history. 
Three centuries later, that same dogged deter-
mination that filled that little Spanish mission is 
what continues to set Texas apart from all the 
rest. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

INTRODUCTION OF SENSIBLE 
ENFORCEMENT OF CANNABIS ACT 

HON. J. LUIS CORREA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 15, 2018 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, in January, the 
U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) rescinded 
the Cole Memorandum, a directive which has 
provided a framework for states to pursue rea-
sonable regulation of cannabis. DOJ’s ill-con-
ceived decision adversely affects states, in-
cluding the State of California, that have in 
‘‘good faith’’ implemented regulatory frame-
works, relying on the memo. 

In November 2016, the people of California 
spoke up and voted in favor of Proposition 64, 
which legalized recreational cannabis, joining 
seven states in our nation in making rec-
reational cannabis legal. Currently, those laws 
are being implemented. The recent action by 
the Attorney General puts the industry in jeop-
ardy. 

The State of California has the sixth largest 
economy in the world and accounts for almost 
15 percent of our nation’s Gross Domestic 
Product. Given the implementation of tax re-
form and elimination of State and Local Tax 
deductions in the coming year, coupled with 
our limited federal budget due to sequestra-
tion, California and other states will experience 
funding shortfalls that need to be addressed. 
The economic constraints being placed on 
California will slow down our economy, but 
marijuana sales taxes will help provide stability 
and be a mechanism used to fill the funding 
gaps. By 2020, marijuana sales taxes are esti-
mated to potentially reach $1 billion annually 
in revenue for California. 

To date, eight states have legalized rec-
reational cannabis and twenty-nine states and 
the District of Columbia—which represent 
more than half of the American population— 
have enacted legislation to permit the use of 
medical marijuana. The repeal of the Cole 
Memo contravenes the will of the American 
public. Furthermore, this decision will nega-
tively affect numerous Americans who utilize 
marijuana for medical purposes. 

Therefore, I am introducing the bipartisan 
Sensible Enforcement of Cannabis Act with 
Representative GAETZ. This legislation will pro-
hibit the Attorney General from prosecuting in-
dividuals for any conduct that concerns medic-
inal cannabis or recreational use of cannabis 
in states that have authorized cannabis laws. 
The bill would also include exceptions in which 
the Attorney General would be able to pros-
ecute such cases involving the distribution of 
cannabis to minors, among others. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF JIM 
DEGOOD 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 15, 2018 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to remember the life of Jim DeGood who 
passed away peacefully on January 22, 2018 
in Niles, Ohio. I can’t really speak of Jim with-
out speaking of Nancy in the same breath. 
They were partners in every sense of the 
word. And they were a force for me when I 
first started running for political office. I am for-
ever indebted to them for helping launch my 
career. 

Jim was born on May 7, 1935 in Marysville, 
Ohio to Max and Marjory Schoenleb DeGood. 
He was the oldest of four children. Jim was a 
1953 graduate of Marysville High School 
where he was an honors student, president of 
student council, and recipient of nine varsity 
letters in three different sports. He continued 
his education at The Ohio State University 
earning a Bachelor’s of Science Degree in 
Business Administration in 1953. 

He began his career with the underwriting 
division of the Glens Falls Insurance Company 
at their Columbus office later becoming the 
manager of that department. In 1967, he 
moved to Warren, Ohio and joined the Gam-
ble Insurance Agency. Some years later, Jim 
and his partners purchased The Gamble 
Agency. It continued to operate in Howland as 
the Gibson-DeGood Insurance Agency until 
Jim retired. Jim was also a member of the 
Independent Insurance Agents Association of 

Trumbull County being the treasurer of that or-
ganization for over 25 years. 

Outside of work, Jim was a member of Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel Parish in Niles, Ohio. 
Additionally, he was an active participant in 
various business and social organization in the 
community, including The Chamber, Kiwanis, 
YMCA, TAG, Butler Art, The Buckeye Club, 
Trumbull County Club, Ohio State Faculty 
Club, and the Ohio State Alumni Association. 
Jim also enjoyed spending time with his family 
and friends. He enjoyed traveling, cooking, 
and taking care of his home. Above all, he 
was an avid sports fan of the Indians, the 
Browns, and the Cavs. One of the highlights 
of his life was a visit to Augusta National Golf 
Course to witness the play of the Masters Golf 
Tournament. He especially enjoyed watching 
Ohio State Football games. He was a season 
ticket holder for 48 years, following the Buck-
eyes to several bowl games across the coun-
try. 

He will be truly missed by his wife Nancy 
Vennitti DeGood, the love of his life; his son, 
Douglas DeGood of Charleston, South Caro-
lina; his daughter Terri Pytlik of Warren; his 
brother Jerry DeGood and his wife Mary of 
Brookville, Florida; and by so many others 
who had the pleasure of knowing Jim. I extend 
my deepest and sincerest condolences. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE FRESH 
START ACT 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 15, 2018 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, in the wake of 
the release of President Trump’s outrageous 
budget that slashes funding for programs that 
help reduce crime and reduce recidivism, I 
rise in support of the Fresh Start Act, a bill I 
reintroduced earlier today that will bring posi-
tive reform to our criminal justice system. 

If enacted, the Fresh Start Act would allow 
certain individuals who have been convicted of 
nonviolent offenses, have paid their debt to 
society, and are now law-abiding members of 
the community to petition courts to have their 
nonviolent conviction expunged from their 
records. 

A criminal record, even for a minor, non-
violent offense, can pose as a barrier to em-
ployment, education and housing opportuni-
ties—the very things necessary to start one’s 
life over. 

This is not only bad for rehabilitated offend-
ers, it is bad for their families and for the com-
munities in which they live. 

The Fresh Start Act would give nonviolent 
offenders a chance to start over again, a 
chance to become productive members of so-
ciety. 

The bill allows offenders to apply for 
expungement to the court where they were 
sentenced and allows the United States Attor-
ney for that District to submit recommenda-
tions to the court. Applicants who are denied 
could reapply once every two years. Once 
seven years have elapsed since an offender 
has completed their sentence, expungement 
would be automatically granted. However, sex 
offenders and those who commit crimes caus-
ing a loss of over $25,000 would not be eligi-
ble for automatic expungement. 
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Finally, the bill would also encourage states 

to pass their own expungement laws for state 
offenses. States that pass a substantially simi-
lar law would receive a 5 percent increase in 
their Byrne funding while those that do not 
would lose 5 percent of their Byrne funds. 

It is one thing to convict someone of a non-
violent crime. It is quite another to condemn 
him to a de facto life sentence for it. 

I urge my colleagues to support this bill. 
f 

HONORING THE WEST SENECA 
YOUTH THEATRE AS COMMUNITY 
SERVICE ORGANIZATION OF THE 
YEAR 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 15, 2018 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to honor the West Seneca Youth 
Theatre, as the West Seneca Chamber of 
Commerce names the group 2018 Community 
Service Organization of the Year during their 
annual Community Awards ceremony at Kloc’s 
Grove. 

The West Seneca Youth Theatre was 
founded in 2005 to give children ages 10 to 17 
an opportunity to perform in a theatrical set-
ting. Since its creation, the theatre has pre-
sented numerous productions of professional 
caliber, teaching children the value of hard 
work, friendship, and giving back to others. 

In addition to performing at local schools, 
the West Seneca Youth Theatre has enter-
tained at the Kiwanis Club’s annual Christmas 
and Easter celebrations for adults with disabil-
ities, and has visited and performed at as-
sisted living and long-term-care facilities in-
cluding the Garden Gate Health Care facility 
and Father Baker Manor. 

A fixture in the community, the West Sen-
eca Youth Theatre presents Christmas carols 
at the Southgate Plaza annually, and has fre-
quently been invited to perform at Town of 
West Seneca-sponsored programs. 

Outside of bringing entertainment and joy to 
many, the theatre troupe consistently gives 
back to the community. Following extensive 
flood damage in 2014 to the Lexington Green 
neighborhood, children in the theatre raised 
more than $9,000 for those affected. Each 
year, students and directors volunteer their 
time and expertise to West Middle School pro-
ductions, as well as loaning out set pieces and 
costumes to various school productions in the 
area. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish to take this opportunity 
to recognize the West Seneca Youth Theatre. 
I congratulate the West Seneca Youth Theatre 
as the recipient of the 2018 Community Serv-
ice Organization of the Year award and wish 
them continued success in all their future en-
deavors. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MR. ZACHARY LOOK 

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 15, 2018 

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, it is my privi-
lege to recognize Mr. Zachary Look, who is in-

terning in my office with the Uni-Capitol Wash-
ington Program. The Uni-Capitol Washington 
Program (UCWIP) has paired some of the 
brightest Australian students with various con-
gressional offices for almost two decades and 
I am happy to be a host again this year. Zac 
comes to us from Griffith University in 
Queensland and is currently pursuing a de-
gree in government and international relations. 
Over the past month, I have found him to be 
outstanding in his duties and he has gone 
above and beyond our expectations. He has 
attended committee hearings, drafted con-
stituent correspondence, and assisted me as 
well as my staff with research. His Australian 
accent has garnered the attention of many of 
my constituents on tours and over the phone. 
Zac’s commitment, hard work, and presence 
have been an asset to the office. 

The program has been in force for 19 years 
thanks to the vision of Eric Federing, its direc-
tor and founder. The students who are se-
lected come from a variety of academic dis-
ciplines, but all have a common interest: pro-
moting the U.S.-Australia relationship. These 
student placements are enhanced by the for-
mation of genuine friendships and the ex-
change of views and ideas between the Aus-
tralian interns and their respective offices. We 
are grateful for these friendships and it is our 
hope that they strengthen the diplomatic ties 
of our great countries. 

I would like to thank Eric Federing for the 
opportunity to host Zac over the past several 
weeks. To date, over 210 interns have come 
through his program representing nine dif-
ferent universities. It enhances opportunities 
for the individuals who come and enlighten 
those who they come to. After the internship, 
many receive jobs on Capitol Hill in Wash-
ington, D.C. or go to work with Federal or var-
ious State Parliaments in Australia. Other in-
terns have gone on to work in the Australian 
Embassy or The World Bank. Simply put, this 
program selects incredibly talented individuals 
that are a pleasure to host and work with. It 
was an honor to have Zac in our office, and 
I wish him the very best in the future. I thank 
Zac for his hard work and dedication. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 
GENOA HIGH SCHOOL WRES-
TLING TEAM FOR WINNING THE 
OHSAA STATE CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 15, 2018 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize 
the Genoa High School Comets for winning 
the Ohio School Athletic Association Division 
III Team Wrestling Championship. This title 
was the first team state championship of any 
kind in the school’s history. 

Having placed runner-up at last year’s 
championships, the number one seeded Com-
ets defeated Massillon Tuslaw 40–20 in the 
final to secure the state title and cap off an 
undefeated season. 

These student-athletes gave it their all, and 
their community should be proud of them. 
Wrestling is a technical sport that requires at-
tention to detail, endurance, and toughness. 
It’s a testament to the dedication and hard 
work of the Genoa team and the coaching 

staff that they were able to achieve this suc-
cess. 

Once again, congratulations to Coach Bob 
Bergman and the Comets on the state cham-
pionship. Great job Genoa wrestling. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE STATE IN-
SURANCE REGULATION PRESER-
VATION ACT 

HON. KEITH J. ROTHFUS 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 15, 2018 

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, together with 
my colleague Representative BEATTY, I am 
pleased to introduce today the State Insurance 
Regulation Preservation Act. This legislation 
will ensure that the regulation of insurance 
savings and loan holding companies reflects 
our state system of insurance regulation while 
protecting policyholders and depositors. 

The Dodd-Frank Act brought insurance sav-
ings and loan holding companies under Fed-
eral Reserve Supervision for the first time. As 
such, these insurance companies are currently 
regulated by both the states, and the Federal 
Reserve. Consistent with the Dodd-Frank Act’s 
reaffirmation that insurance should be regu-
lated by the states, our legislation remedies 
the current structural inefficiency by allowing 
the Federal Reserve to ensure that the holding 
company is well capitalized, while leaving the 
day-to-day regulation to the states. 

The bill accomplishes this providing that in-
surance savings and loan holding companies 
that meet state and federal capital standards 
are regulated day-to-day by the states. The 
Federal Reserve would remain the backstop 
regulator for these companies and would re-
tain the ability to step in if capital levels were 
insufficient, and also would retain general 
emergency authority to step as the day-to-day 
regulator. The thrifts in these companies 
would continue to be regulated by the Office 
of the Comptroller of the Currency, and Fed-
eral Reserve would retain the ability to exam-
ine material subsidiaries. 

This legislation is important and helpful be-
cause Dodd-Frank did not provide specific in-
structions on how the Federal Reserve super-
vision should complement state insurance su-
pervision for companies that are subject to 
both. We believe this legislation would create 
greater regulatory efficiency, without con-
straining the Federal Reserve’s ability to fulfill 
its statutory mandate to protect the safety and 
soundness of these institutions. 

As we developed this bill, both members of 
Congress and regulators identified potential 
improvements to ensure that the objectives of 
this bill are met. In particular, we are com-
mitted to preventing gaps in regulation, and 
ensuring that the Federal Reserve has ade-
quate information and authority to step in 
when needed. Our objective is to pass a bill 
that embodies sound public policy and enjoys 
broad bipartisan support. We look forward to 
continued dialogue and hope our colleagues 
can support this needed legislation. 
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HONORING THE RETURN OF SAM 

JOHNSON AND THE 45TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF OPERATION HOME-
COMING 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 15, 2018 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and honor the 45th anniversary 
of my friend and hero, Congressman SAM 
JOHNSON, returning home from his imprison-
ment in a North Vietnamese prison camp dur-
ing the Vietnam War. Operation Homecoming, 
which occurred from February through April in 
1973, returned 591 American prisoners of war 
held during the Vietnam War. 

During SAM’s tenure of nearly three decades 
in the United States Air Force, he unfortu-
nately spent nearly seven years as a prisoner 
of war in Vietnam. During his time in captivity, 
SAM endured various forms of torture, de-
signed to break his will. His continuous defi-
ance caused his Vietnamese captors to place 
Congressman JOHNSON in a notoriously cruel 
prisoner of war camp, nicknamed the ‘‘Hanoi 
Hilton.’’ Even after being subjected to 42 
months of solitary confinement and repeatedly 
tortured, SAM never let his captors defeat his 
resistant spirit and will. On February 17, 1973, 
SAM was able to return home to Texas, where 
he was greeted by his family. 

Colonel JOHNSON retired after 29–years in 
the United States Air Force, serving as a di-
rector of the Air Force Fighter Weapons 
School, a commander of the 31st Tactical 
Fighter Wing at Homestead Air Reserve Base, 
a commander with an air division out of 
Holloman Air Force Base, and a pilot in the Air 
Force Thunderbirds. Flying over 62 combat 
missions and being a combat veteran of both 
the Vietnam and Korean Wars, SAM encap-
sulates patriotism and dedication to his coun-
try. For his service, SAM was awarded two Sil-
ver Stars, two Legions of Merit, the Distin-
guished Flying Cross, and a Bronze Star, 
among other well-earned awards. 

It is a privilege and an honor to serve along-
side one of my personal heroes and true 
friends. We first served together in the Texas 
State Legislature from 1987 until 1991, when 
Congressman JOHNSON was elected to rep-
resent Texas’ 3rd Congressional District. 
Since being elected in 2005 for the 24th Dis-
trict of Texas, I have been fortunate to con-
tinue to serve alongside SAM not only in the 
House of Representatives, but on the Ways 
and Means Committee as well. My esteemed 
colleague epitomizes service and dedication to 
our country, with a full and accomplished ca-
reer of public service after serving valiantly in 
our military. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a pleasure to recognize 
the 45th anniversary of Congressman SAM 
JOHNSON’s release, and congratulate him on 
his lifetime of service. I ask all of my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing the anniver-
sary of SAM’s return to the United States; and 
in remembering this anniversary, we also re-
member all of those captured and imprisoned 
defending our liberty and freedom. 

HONORING WENDY PIASECKI AS 
EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 15, 2018 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to honor Mrs. Wendy Piasecki as 
she is presented with the 2018 Educator of 
the Year award by the West Seneca Chamber 
of Commerce at Kloc’s Grove. Mrs. Pasiecki 
exemplifies dedication as an educator, and 
West Seneca is fortunate to benefit from her 
talents. 

Forty years ago, Mrs. Piasecki began her 
career by earning her Master of Music degree 
in composition theory. At age 40, Mrs. 
Piasecki boldly decided to go back to school 
and attain a teaching certificate. 

Mrs. Piasecki devoted her career to music 
education in and outside of schools. In her two 
decades plus in the West Seneca Central 
School District, Mrs. Piasecki has taught 
music education and theater at nearly every 
grade level and at every school. She has tu-
tored students outside of school in music the-
ory and piano. Outside of the classroom, Mrs. 
Pasiecki has helped students in extracurricular 
activities, such as preparing for the Erie Coun-
ty Music Educators Association Music Festival, 
chaperoning students’ trips to the Young Peo-
ple’s concert at Fantasy Island, directing musi-
cals, and even presenting student performers 
at the Junior Musical Theater Celebration at 
Shea’s Theater, one of Buffalo’s finest per-
formance venues. 

Educators like Mrs. Piasecki, who invest 
themselves in the children and our community, 
are part of what makes Western New York 
such a special place. Because of her dedica-
tion, parents can rest assured that their kids 
will be attending school in a supportive envi-
ronment that allows them to explore their cre-
ative sides while receiving a first-rate edu-
cation. 

Mr. Speaker, once again I want to honor 
Mrs. Wendy Piasecki as she receives the 
West Seneca Chamber of Commerce’s 2018 
Educator of the Year award. Her personal de-
votion to teaching serves as a model for future 
educators and an inspiration to all of us who 
believe in public service. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MRS. 
LOVEY ANNA LEAVELL 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 15, 2018 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the generous, path-breaking life 
of Mrs. Lovey Anna Leavell of Sandusky, 
Ohio. Lovey passed from this life on Saturday, 
January 22, 2018 after a short illness. She will 
be truly missed by her family and friends. 
Lovey was indefatigable. 

Lovey’s involvement and commitment to her 
hometown of Sandusky was known by every-
one in the area. Her life of service to her com-
munity started at the historic Second Baptist 
Church where she served as Church Sec-
retary, Choir Director, teacher, and Sunday 
school superintendent. It is also here where 

she would meet her husband of 60 plus years, 
Daniel Leavell. 

Once her children became school age and 
began to attend Sandusky City Schools she 
became active in the school system as well. 
When her children were young she worked for 
the school district as a teacher’s aide, bus 
driver, and served as the Treasurer for the 
Sandusky Band Parents Association. Her 
dedication to the Sandusky City schools con-
tinued always. Even after her children grad-
uated, she continued her connection to the 
school by working as a substitute teacher. 

Civil rights was a cause that Lovey was 
committed to as well. As a lifetime member of 
the Sandusky NAACP, she worked on a num-
ber of committees for her local branch. She 
would help set up meetings at which local poli-
ticians would be able to talk about issues 
dealing not only with civil rights, but also other 
important issues that impacted the community. 
Her commitment to civil rights was one of the 
main reasons she decided to become a real-
tor. Throughout her life she saw the damage 
that was being done to minorities due to the 
effects of redlining. It was her commitment to 
civil rights that made her want to become a re-
altor in order to help people obtain the Amer-
ican dream of home ownership. 

Lovey Leavell was on a first name basis 
with every elected official that represented the 
city of Sandusky, from local up through the 
federal level. It was not uncommon for politi-
cians and candidates to call her and her hus-
band Dan for advice. She was a lifelong Dem-
ocrat, her views on politics were perhaps best 
described by Sandusky Mayor Dennis Murray 
when he said this about Lovey, ‘‘She was 
never about the games of partisanship. She 
believed totally in people and in the core 
things that Democrats stand for—equality, op-
portunity and good government.’’ 

Later in life when most people would decide 
to relax and enjoy their retirement years, 
Lovey decided it was time for her to get a col-
lege degree. She received two degrees, asso-
ciates and then bachelors, both from BGSU 
Firelands. Her time at Firelands was filled not 
only with classwork but also with trips to the 
United Nations in New York, involvement with 
student government, and several other groups. 
The students there would come to know her 
as ‘‘Grandma Lovey’’. During her time there 
she made such an impression on the stu-
dents, staff, and faculty she was awarded the 
Links to Progress Award, the highest honor 
any person can receive from BGSU Firelands. 

During Lovey’s final years she served on 
the Ohio 9th congressional military academy 
nomination committee in 2015 and 2016. She 
continued her service on the James McBride 
Arboretum at BGSU Firelands. She never 
stopped being a realtor or working for civil 
rights with the NAACP. Even with her impres-
sive life accomplishments, there was one thing 
Lovey felt she was missing: a Sandusky High 
School diploma. It was something she had 
wanted for more than half a century. In Sep-
tember of 2017 the Sandusky School Board 
presented her with an honorary high school di-
ploma for her life time commitment to edu-
cation and her involvement in the community. 

Lovey is survived by her husband Dan, chil-
dren Dan Jr., Doug and Deanna, a number of 
grandchildren, family, and friends. We offer 
them our prayers and hope that they comfort 
in the wonderful memories of this extraor-
dinary woman, our dear friend Lovey. She will 
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be remembered with affection and gratitude 
for a lifetime dedicated so affectionately to 
making our part of the world a fairer and more 
loving place in which to live. 

f 

HONORING MR. LERONE BENNET, 
JR. 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 15, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to honor a remarkable public servant 
and hometown hero, Mr. Lerone Bennet, Jr. 

Mr. Bennet was a native of Clarksdale, Mis-
sissippi, and was an editor at Ebony Magazine 
during the time the publication published the 
photos of Emmett Till. In addition, he was also 
a journalist, author, and historian. A friend and 
Morehouse College classmate of Rev. Dr. 
Martin L. King, Jr., Mr. Bennet worked tire-
lessly in the struggle for Civil Rights. In 1994, 
Mr. Bennet was appointed to President Clin-
ton’s Committee on Arts and Humanities. He 
also served as an early adviser on the devel-
opment of the Smithsonian’s National Museum 
of African American History and Culture. 

During the last years of his life, Mr. Bennet 
suffered from vascular dementia. Last night, at 
89-years-old, he passed away. 

Today, we honor the life of Mr. Lerone Ben-
net, Jr. and his family. 

f 

HONORING ANGELO NERO 

HON. JOHN J. FASO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 15, 2018 

Mr. FASO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great re-
spect and honor that I rise today to recognize 
the retirement of Columbia County Coroner, 
Angelo Nero. 

Mr. Nero retired January 1 of this year, after 
dedicating over forty years of his life as Co-
lumbia County Coroner. He is remembered for 
his professional, compassionate, and timely 
service during his career. 

Angelo provided exceptional service to the 
people of Columbia County, while maintaining 
a professional relationship with local law en-
forcement and first responders. His colleagues 
knew they could always depend on Angelo to 
respond to phone calls at all hours of the 
night. 

During his career, Angelo served as Valatie 
village trustee and mayor for ten years. Prior 
to his service at the local level, he served in 
our Armed Forces during the Korean conflict. 

Angelo’s selfless service to Columbia Coun-
ty and our nation is greatly appreciated, and I 
wish him and his wife Barbara the best in their 
next adventure. 

f 

SERBIA AND THE USA 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 15, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it is a dis-
tinct honor for me to talk about the great rela-

tionship we have with Serbia as co-chair of 
the Congressional Serbia Caucus along with 
EMANUEL CLEAVER of MO. 

Serbia is a great friend of the United States. 
As a Texan, I have great admiration for the 

people of Serbia. Our strong opinions and 
habit to speak our minds make us natural al-
lies. 

In fact, one of the first people to settle 
Texas was a Serbian named Dorde Sagic, or 
George Fischer as he was known in the U.S. 

After settling in Texas, Sagic went on to be-
come a justice of the peace in my hometown 
of Houston. 

But Serbia has contributed much more to 
the cause of justice than just Mr. Sagic keep-
ing the early streets of Houston safe. 

Today we honor the service of Serbia’s 
armed forces who have fought side-by-side 
with Americans to preserve justice during his-
tory’s most horrific conflicts. 

In 1918, President Woodrow Wilson gave a 
speech marking the fourth anniversary of Aus-
tria-Hungary’s invasion of Serbia. Speaking of 
the bravery of the Serbian armed forces, 
President Wilson said: 

‘‘Nobly did they respond. So valiantly and 
courageous did they oppose the forces of a 
country ten times greater in population and re-
sources . . . While their territory has been 
devastated and their homes despoiled, the 
spirit of the Serbian people has not been bro-
ken.’’ 

As a Texan, I admire such defiance against 
overwhelming odds. 

Like President Wilson, I am proud to share 
the stories of Serbia’s bravery here in Wash-
ington. 

I believe the most meaningful for Americans 
is the story of the Halyard Mission during the 
dark days of the Second World War. 

While under Nazi-occupation, the Serbian 
people demonstrated their bravery as they 
played a crucial role in the largest rescue op-
eration of American airmen in history. 

In 1944, American bombers were flying fre-
quent missions to strike Germany’s vital oil 
supplies in Romania as part of the allied ad-
vance into Europe. 

The 15th Air Force led this effort by launch-
ing nearly 20,000 sorties into Eastern Europe, 
with many of the missions flying over Nazi-oc-
cupied Yugoslavia. As many as 1,500 pilots 
and airmen were shot down during these cou-
rageous air raids. 

Serbians, who had been resisting German 
forces since 1941, risked their own lives to 
rescue American aircrews and hide them from 
patrolling Nazis. 

For months these brave and noble Serbians 
cared for and protected American and allied 
pilots. 

By August 1944, the Allied forces, including 
the 15th Air Force and Office of Strategic 
Services, devised a daring operation to evac-
uate the hundreds of Allied pilots being shel-
tered by the Serbian resistance. 

American aircraft flew into enemy territory 
and evacuated these airmen from an air field 
built and protected by local Serbians near the 
village of Pranjani. 

For over 60 years this operation was kept 
secret. But now we can remember the cour-
age of our Serbian friends and say thank you. 

The spirit of the Halyard mission still lives 
on today as a remarkable story of resistance 
and heroism. 

As was the case in both World Wars, Serbia 
and the U.S. still face shared threats. 

About 600 foreign fighters in Syria have 
come from the Balkan states. ISIS and al- 
Qaeda terrorists present a threat to Serbia 
and the region just as they present a threat to 
the U.S. 

We must continue coordinating with our Ser-
bian partners to stop returning terrorists and 
neutralize networks that recruit fighters in the 
Balkans. 

The U.S. is also working with Serbia to im-
prove its independent judiciary and fight cor-
ruption. A democratic Serbia with a strong rule 
of law is in America’s interests. 

But there are others who do not support this 
goal. 

Russian disinformation efforts are designed 
to keep Serbia in its sphere of influence and 
poison our warming friendship. 

Nevertheless, Serbia’s integration to the 
West has continued to move forward. 

In 2006, Serbia joined NATO’s Partnership 
for Peace program and, in 2015, signed an In-
dividual Partnership Action Plan with the alli-
ance to strengthen cooperation. 

Recently the European Union announced 
that Serbia could join the EU as early as 
2025. I applaud this step which will strengthen 
Belgrade’s political institutions and economic 
ties with the West. 

Together we share the same dreams of a 
bright and free future for both our countries. 

We are blessed to have brave men and 
women that ensure our futures are bright and 
free. 

Thanks to the Serbian armed forces for 
standing with America in the wars of the past 
and in the challenges we will face together in 
the future. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

HONORING CORA BEASLEY 

HON. VIRGINIA FOXX 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 15, 2018 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, when tragedy 
struck in 1957, the Surry County, North Caro-
lina community came together, honored its’ 
own, and remained strong. 

I rise to commemorate the selfless sacrifice 
of Mrs. Cora Beasley, a third grade teacher. 
Sixty-one years ago, a fire consumed Flat 
Rock Elementary School in Surry County. Mrs. 
Beasley ignored the danger and helped stu-
dents out of a second-floor window, saving 
their lives. 

During the blaze, Mrs. Beasley attempted 
also to save third-grader Larry Adams, but 
sadly, they both perished. This month, the Flat 
Rock School community will rename its main 
building the Cora F. Beasley Building, a fitting 
tribute to one woman’s selfless heroism. 

I salute the efforts of this tight-knit commu-
nity and offer my prayers for Mrs. Beasley, Mr. 
Adams, their families and all of those affected 
by the fire that day. 
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RECOGNIZING AL-ROSS SCREEN 

PRINTING AND EMBROIDERY AS 
BUSINESS OF THE YEAR 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 15, 2018 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Al-Ross Screen Print-
ing & Embroidery as the West Seneca Cham-
ber of Commerce’s choice for the 2018 Busi-
ness of the Year Award on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 15th at Kloc’s Grove. 

For 45 years, Al-Ross has provided embroi-
ders and screen print clothing and apparel for 
the Western New York area. Through their tal-
ented work, Al-Ross allows people and organi-
zations of all sorts a sense of identity, profes-
sionalism and an unforgettable local brand. 

Along with Al-Ross’s strong business sense 
comes an equally strong sense of community 
and giving back. Following the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks, Al-Ross raised and donated more 
than $20,000. Locally, the business founded 
and supported the Athlete of the Month Club 
in West Seneca schools, giving students ath-
letes t-shirts promoting their achievements. Al- 
Ross consistently donates to basket raffles 
and fundraisers for schools, clubs, churches, 
benefits, and charities. 

Embodying community spirit, when the Buf-
falo Bills made the NFL playoffs for the first 
time in seventeen years, Al-Ross rose to the 
challenge and quickly created customized 
shirts for fans. The Seneca Street fixture saw 
lines out the door as excited Western New 
Yorkers rushed to support their team and their 
business. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish to take this opportunity 
to honor Al-Ross Screen Printing & Embroi-
dery as they receive the 2018 Business of the 
Year Award from the West Seneca Chamber 
of Commerce. The contributions to our com-
munity made by this business are commend-
able, and I wish them much continued suc-
cess in their future endeavors. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ILDEFONSO 
GUAJARDO VILLARREAL 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 15, 2018 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Secretary of the Economy of 
Mexico, Ildefonso Guajardo Villarreal. Mr. 
Guajardo has been chosen as Mexico’s hon-
oree for the prestigious League of United Latin 
American Citizens Council No. 12 (LULAC) 
Señor Internacional award. 

Mr. Guajardo, a Mexican economist and 
public servant, was born April 19, 1957 in 
Monterey, Nuevo León. He received his Bach-
elor’s degree in Economics from the Autono-
mous University of Nuevo León. Subse-
quently, Mr. Guajardo pursued graduate stud-
ies in Economics at Arizona State University 
and the University of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Guajardo began his long and successful 
career in the 1980s. He would hold several 
important positions, including Economist at the 
International Monetary Fund, Director of the 
North American Free Trade Agreement Affairs 

Office, and Chief Clerk at the Foreign Affairs 
Ministry. He would later serve in Nuevo León 
as head of the Governor’s Executive Office 
and soon after, Mr. Guajardo would be elected 
as a congressman. In 2012, Mr. Guajardo as-
sumed the office of Secretary of the Economy 
of Mexico, appointed by President Enrique 
Peña Nieto. He is currently negotiating the on-
going North American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA) between Mexico, the United States, 
and Canada. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have the op-
portunity to recognize Mr. Guajardo’s accom-
plishments and tireless service to Mexico. I 
congratulate him on receiving the prestigious 
LULAC No. 12 Señor Internacional award. His 
dedication to others has had a very significant 
impact on the lives of many citizens in Mexico 
and the United States. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE FACILI-
TATING VETERANS’ EDUCATION 
ACT 

HON. J. LUIS CORREA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 15, 2018 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, the Department 
of Defense provides exceptional training and 
experiences to our nation’s servicemembers. 
For each occupation in the military, 
servicemembers undergo a series of formal 
military training courses. 

For years, the American Council on Edu-
cation (ACE) has evaluated that training and 
related experiences to provide colleges and 
universities with guidelines and recommenda-
tions to consider when awarding credit for 
such training. For instance, ACE may rec-
ommend that colleges award one semester 
credit hour of first aid for a soldier who has 
taken basic combat training. 

Since 2013, the Army, Marine Corps, Navy, 
and Coast Guard have produced the Joint 
Services Transcript (JST), an official docu-
mentation of a servicemember’s military train-
ing and their corresponding ACE credit rec-
ommendations. The JST allows veterans to 
earn college credit for their military service, 
helping them attain a college degree sooner. 

While the document is available through an 
online portal, there are reports of 
servicemembers leaving the military unaware 
of the JST. 

Therefore, I am introducing the bipartisan 
Facilitating Veterans’ Education Act, which di-
rects the Department of Defense to issue the 
Joint Services Transcript to servicemembers 
separating from the Armed Forces. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 
WAUSEON HIGH SCHOOL WRES-
TLING TEAM FOR WINNING THE 
OHIO STATE CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 15, 2018 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to congratu-
late the Ohio High School Athletic Association 
Division II Team Wrestling State Champion 
Wauseon Indians. After finishing runner up in 

2016 and 2017, Wauseon topped Mentor Lake 
Catholic in the championship to capture the 
first team title of any sport in school history. 

Wauseon has a rich tradition in wrestling, 
winning the Northwest Ohio Athletic League 
twelve times. Under the tutelage of coach 
Mike Ritter, Wauseon was able to win the title 
by first going through Washington Court 
House and Canfield High School on the way 
to the finals. 

These student-athletes gave it their all, and 
the Wauseon community should be proud of 
them. Wrestling tests the mettle of its competi-
tors, and it takes grit, determination, and 
toughness to compete at a high level. In addi-
tion to practice, student-athletes are asked to 
meet certain academic standards and exceed 
them as well. These competitors deserve our 
recognition. 

Once again, congratulations to Coach Mike 
Ritter and the rest of the Wauseon wrestling 
team on a job well done. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF DR. 
BILLY JOE WESTBROOK 

HON. BRIAN BABIN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 15, 2018 

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of World War II veteran and 
dear friend, Dr. Billy Joe Westbrook of 
Channelview, Texas. Dr. Westbrook went to 
be with the Lord on February 13, 2018 at the 
age of 91. 

He was born on November 8, 1926 in a 
house three miles west of Electra, Texas. His 
parents were caring and hardworking people 
who instilled those same qualities in their 
sons. His long life was defined by determina-
tion and honor and like his parents, he worked 
hard and gave much. 

He served in the U.S. Army during World 
War II as a medic, which led him to dentistry. 
He graduated from Midwestern University with 
a B.S. in Chemistry then earned a D.D.S from 
the University of Texas, graduating in the top 
10 percent of his class. 

During the Korean War he entered the Air 
Force as a dental officer. After serving honor-
ably, B.J. opened a dental practice in Colum-
bus, Texas then moved to the Northeast area 
of Houston where he became heavily involved 
in its civic, political, medical and educational 
communities. In 1958, he and a group of local 
businessmen founded the Rotary Club of 
North Shore, Houston, Texas. Their signature 
event, the Rotary Club Catfish Crawfish Boil 
currently raises over $300,000 annually. 

B.J. was passionate about serving people 
above himself. He served on many state and 
collegiate boards and was president of the 
Harris County Fresh Water District 51 for fifty 
years. In recognition of his many contributions 
Westbrook Street, located in East Houston, 
was named after him. Though an avid hunter, 
fisherman, scuba diver and pilot, his first love 
was people. His vision, philanthropy and 
laughter made him an icon and hero to all who 
knew him. 

B.J. was married to Rosalie Westbrook for 
sixty years until she passed away in 2007. 
Their middle daughter, Marcie, died in 2015. 
He is survived by his two daughters Reneé 
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and Mickie, two brothers Ken and Floyd 
Westbrook, and host of adoring nephews, 
nieces and friends. 

My prayers are with the family and friends 
of Dr. Westbrook. He had a full life and will be 
missed. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SHELL FAB & DE-
SIGN AS THE WEST SENECA 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE MEM-
BER OF THE YEAR 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 15, 2018 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to recognize Shell Fab & Design 
as the West Seneca Chamber of Commerce’s 

2018 Chamber Member of the Year. For over 
a quarter of a century, Shell Fab & Design has 
characterized what it means to be a success-
ful small business and active member of the 
community, donating to various important 
causes and charities while maintaining over 
forty full-time employees. 

Shell Fab & Design has specialized in pro-
viding customers in the Western New York 
area with high quality residential and commer-
cial surfacing work, cabinetry, and kitchen 
countertops. Because of its renowned service, 
Shell Fab & Design has gained a well-de-
served reputation in the community as a lead-
er in the stone countertop industry. 

Along with consistently providing excellence 
in the custom and manufacturing aspects of 
the countertop business, Shell Fab & Design 
has kept ahead of the curve through innova-
tion. It is this ability to keep up with the ever- 
changing nature of the economy while pro-

viding an exceptional level of quality that has 
allowed the business to thrive and expand. 

Shell Fab & Design is as generous as it is 
successful. The business contributes to Queen 
of Heaven Parish, the Society for the Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Animals, the West Seneca 
Food Pantry, Habitat for Humanity, and breast 
cancer research. Frequently, they donate cut-
ting board sets to school fundraisers, sports 
fundraisers, and other charitable causes. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish again to recognize an 
exceptional business, Shell Fab & Design, and 
all that their employees do for West Seneca 
and the greater Western New York region. I 
congratulate Shell Fab & Design on their se-
lection as the West Seneca Chamber of Com-
merce’s 2018 Chamber Member of the Year 
and wish the business and its employees suc-
cess in all future endeavors. 
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