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Juan Seguin was the last messenger to leave,
riding through enemy lines carrying the final
message from the beleaguered mission. Un-
fortunately, the call for help was not answered
in time. Travis and 187 volunteers sacrificed
their lives on the altar of freedom after thirteen
glorious days at the Alamo.

Regrouping in Gonzales, Seguin and his
company of Tejanos joined General Sam
Houston in the final battle for independence
along the marshy banks of the San Jacinto
River. This was the only Tejano unit at San
Jacinto. As not to confuse the Tejanos with
Santa Anna’s army, General Sam had Seguin
put a playing card in the head band of each
Tejano so they could easily be recognized. In
an impromptu siege on the sleeping enemy,
General Sam and his boys routed the Mexican
Army vyelling, “Remember the Alamo!” “Re-
member Goliad!” Most of the enemy were
killed or wounded. The rest were captured or
disappeared, the victory was stunning.

Texas became a free, independent nation
that day and claimed what is now Texas and
parts of New Mexico, Oklahoma, Kansas, Col-
orado and Wyoming. In June of 1836, Juan
Seguin accepted the official Mexican sur-
render of San Antonio and later saw that the
remains of those that perished at the Alamo
received an honorable burial.

A plague on the Alamo wall states: “The
Alamo: The Thermopylae of Texas.” The
Alamo is a tribute to all those that are defiant
against any form of tyranny. It is important for
us to recognize all those that sacrificed for
freedom, yesterday, today and tomorrow. Re-
member who we are and what we stand for—
remember the Alamo.

Whether it is the river walk, historic mis-
sions, floating parades, amazing food or the
Alamo that you love about going to San Anto-
nio; there is something for everyone of every
age. This year as San Antonio celebrates 300
years of history, | encourage everyone, wheth-
er you're a longtime Texan or a transplant, to
take the time and learn something new about
San Antonio’s unique and fascinating history.
Three centuries later, that same dogged deter-
mination that filled that little Spanish mission is
what continues to set Texas apart from all the
rest.

And that’s just the way it is.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF SENSIBLE
ENFORCEMENT OF CANNABIS ACT

HON. J. LUIS CORREA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 15, 2018

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, in January, the
U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) rescinded
the Cole Memorandum, a directive which has
provided a framework for states to pursue rea-
sonable regulation of cannabis. DOJ’s ill-con-
ceived decision adversely affects states, in-
cluding the State of California, that have in
“good faith” implemented regulatory frame-
works, relying on the memo.

In November 2016, the people of California
spoke up and voted in favor of Proposition 64,
which legalized recreational cannabis, joining
seven states in our nation in making rec-
reational cannabis legal. Currently, those laws
are being implemented. The recent action by
the Attorney General puts the industry in jeop-
ardy.
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The State of California has the sixth largest
economy in the world and accounts for almost
15 percent of our nation’s Gross Domestic
Product. Given the implementation of tax re-
form and elimination of State and Local Tax
deductions in the coming year, coupled with
our limited federal budget due to sequestra-
tion, California and other states will experience
funding shortfalls that need to be addressed.
The economic constraints being placed on
California will slow down our economy, but
marijuana sales taxes will help provide stability
and be a mechanism used to fill the funding
gaps. By 2020, marijuana sales taxes are esti-
mated to potentially reach $1 billion annually
in revenue for California.

To date, eight states have legalized rec-
reational cannabis and twenty-nine states and
the District of Columbia—which represent
more than half of the American population—
have enacted legislation to permit the use of
medical marijuana. The repeal of the Cole
Memo contravenes the will of the American
public. Furthermore, this decision will nega-
tively affect numerous Americans who utilize
marijuana for medical purposes.

Therefore, | am introducing the bipartisan
Sensible Enforcement of Cannabis Act with
Representative GAETZ. This legislation will pro-
hibit the Attorney General from prosecuting in-
dividuals for any conduct that concerns medic-
inal cannabis or recreational use of cannabis
in states that have authorized cannabis laws.
The bill would also include exceptions in which
the Attorney General would be able to pros-
ecute such cases involving the distribution of
cannabis to minors, among others.

————

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF JIM
DEGOOD

HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 15, 2018

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to remember the life of Jim DeGood who
passed away peacefully on January 22, 2018
in Niles, Ohio. | can’t really speak of Jim with-
out speaking of Nancy in the same breath.
They were partners in every sense of the
word. And they were a force for me when |
first started running for political office. | am for-
ever indebted to them for helping launch my
career.

Jim was born on May 7, 1935 in Marysville,
Ohio to Max and Marjory Schoenleb DeGood.
He was the oldest of four children. Jim was a
1953 graduate of Marysville High School
where he was an honors student, president of
student council, and recipient of nine varsity
letters in three different sports. He continued
his education at The Ohio State University
earning a Bachelor's of Science Degree in
Business Administration in 1953.

He began his career with the underwriting
division of the Glens Falls Insurance Company
at their Columbus office later becoming the
manager of that department. In 1967, he
moved to Warren, Ohio and joined the Gam-
ble Insurance Agency. Some years later, Jim
and his partners purchased The Gamble
Agency. It continued to operate in Howland as
the Gibson-DeGood Insurance Agency until
Jim retired. Jim was also a member of the
Independent Insurance Agents Association of
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Trumbull County being the treasurer of that or-
ganization for over 25 years.

Outside of work, Jim was a member of Our
Lady of Mount Carmel Parish in Niles, Ohio.
Additionally, he was an active participant in
various business and social organization in the
community, including The Chamber, Kiwanis,
YMCA, TAG, Butler Art, The Buckeye Club,
Trumbull County Club, Ohio State Faculty
Club, and the Ohio State Alumni Association.
Jim also enjoyed spending time with his family
and friends. He enjoyed traveling, cooking,
and taking care of his home. Above all, he
was an avid sports fan of the Indians, the
Browns, and the Cavs. One of the highlights
of his life was a visit to Augusta National Golf
Course to witness the play of the Masters Golf
Tournament. He especially enjoyed watching
Ohio State Football games. He was a season
ticket holder for 48 years, following the Buck-
eyes to several bowl games across the coun-
try.
He will be truly missed by his wife Nancy
Vennitti DeGood, the love of his life; his son,
Douglas DeGood of Charleston, South Caro-
lina; his daughter Terri Pytlik of Warren; his
brother Jerry DeGood and his wife Mary of
Brookville, Florida; and by so many others
who had the pleasure of knowing Jim. | extend
my deepest and sincerest condolences.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE FRESH
START ACT

HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 15, 2018

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, in the wake of
the release of President Trump’s outrageous
budget that slashes funding for programs that
help reduce crime and reduce recidivism, |
rise in support of the Fresh Start Act, a bill |
reintroduced earlier today that will bring posi-
tive reform to our criminal justice system.

If enacted, the Fresh Start Act would allow
certain individuals who have been convicted of
nonviolent offenses, have paid their debt to
society, and are now law-abiding members of
the community to petition courts to have their
nonviolent conviction expunged from their
records.

A criminal record, even for a minor, non-
violent offense, can pose as a barrier to em-
ployment, education and housing opportuni-
ties—the very things necessary to start one’s
life over.

This is not only bad for rehabilitated offend-
ers, it is bad for their families and for the com-
munities in which they live.

The Fresh Start Act would give nonviolent
offenders a chance to start over again, a
chance to become productive members of so-
ciety.

The bill allows offenders to apply for
expungement to the court where they were
sentenced and allows the United States Attor-
ney for that District to submit recommenda-
tions to the court. Applicants who are denied
could reapply once every two years. Once
seven years have elapsed since an offender
has completed their sentence, expungement
would be automatically granted. However, sex
offenders and those who commit crimes caus-
ing a loss of over $25,000 would not be eligi-
ble for automatic expungement.




E194

Finally, the bill would also encourage states
to pass their own expungement laws for state
offenses. States that pass a substantially simi-
lar law would receive a 5 percent increase in
their Byrne funding while those that do not
would lose 5 percent of their Byrne funds.

It is one thing to convict someone of a non-
violent crime. It is quite another to condemn
him to a de facto life sentence for it.

| urge my colleagues to support this bill.

————

HONORING THE WEST SENECA
YOUTH THEATRE AS COMMUNITY
SERVICE ORGANIZATION OF THE
YEAR

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 15, 2018

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise to honor the West Seneca Youth
Theatre, as the West Seneca Chamber of
Commerce names the group 2018 Community
Service Organization of the Year during their
annual Community Awards ceremony at Kloc’s
Grove.

The West Seneca Youth Theatre was
founded in 2005 to give children ages 10 to 17
an opportunity to perform in a theatrical set-
ting. Since its creation, the theatre has pre-
sented numerous productions of professional
caliber, teaching children the value of hard
work, friendship, and giving back to others.

In addition to performing at local schools,
the West Seneca Youth Theatre has enter-
tained at the Kiwanis Club’s annual Christmas
and Easter celebrations for adults with disabil-
ities, and has visited and performed at as-
sisted living and long-term-care facilities in-
cluding the Garden Gate Health Care facility
and Father Baker Manor.

A fixture in the community, the West Sen-
eca Youth Theatre presents Christmas carols
at the Southgate Plaza annually, and has fre-
quently been invited to perform at Town of
West Seneca-sponsored programs.

Outside of bringing entertainment and joy to
many, the theatre troupe consistently gives
back to the community. Following extensive
flood damage in 2014 to the Lexington Green
neighborhood, children in the theatre raised
more than $9,000 for those affected. Each
year, students and directors volunteer their
time and expertise to West Middle School pro-
ductions, as well as loaning out set pieces and
costumes to various school productions in the
area.

Mr. Speaker, | wish to take this opportunity
to recognize the West Seneca Youth Theatre.
| congratulate the West Seneca Youth Theatre
as the recipient of the 2018 Community Serv-
ice Organization of the Year award and wish
them continued success in all their future en-
deavors.

RECOGNIZING MR. ZACHARY LOOK

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, February 15, 2018

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, it is my privi-
lege to recognize Mr. Zachary Look, who is in-
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terning in my office with the Uni-Capitol Wash-
ington Program. The Uni-Capitol Washington
Program (UCWIP) has paired some of the
brightest Australian students with various con-
gressional offices for almost two decades and
| am happy to be a host again this year. Zac
comes to us from Griffith University in
Queensland and is currently pursuing a de-
gree in government and international relations.
Over the past month, | have found him to be
outstanding in his duties and he has gone
above and beyond our expectations. He has
attended committee hearings, drafted con-
stituent correspondence, and assisted me as
well as my staff with research. His Australian
accent has garnered the attention of many of
my constituents on tours and over the phone.
Zac’s commitment, hard work, and presence
have been an asset to the office.

The program has been in force for 19 years
thanks to the vision of Eric Federing, its direc-
tor and founder. The students who are se-
lected come from a variety of academic dis-
ciplines, but all have a common interest: pro-
moting the U.S.-Australia relationship. These
student placements are enhanced by the for-
mation of genuine friendships and the ex-
change of views and ideas between the Aus-
tralian interns and their respective offices. We
are grateful for these friendships and it is our
hope that they strengthen the diplomatic ties
of our great countries.

| would like to thank Eric Federing for the
opportunity to host Zac over the past several
weeks. To date, over 210 interns have come
through his program representing nine dif-
ferent universities. It enhances opportunities
for the individuals who come and enlighten
those who they come to. After the internship,
many receive jobs on Capitol Hill in Wash-
ington, D.C. or go to work with Federal or var-
jous State Parliaments in Australia. Other in-
terns have gone on to work in the Australian
Embassy or The World Bank. Simply put, this
program selects incredibly talented individuals
that are a pleasure to host and work with. It
was an honor to have Zac in our office, and
| wish him the very best in the future. | thank
Zac for his hard work and dedication.

————

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
GENOA HIGH SCHOOL WRES-
TLING TEAM FOR WINNING THE
OHSAA STATE CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 15, 2018

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recognize
the Genoa High School Comets for winning
the Ohio School Athletic Association Division
Il Team Wrestling Championship. This title
was the first team state championship of any
kind in the school’s history.

Having placed runner-up at last year’s
championships, the number one seeded Com-
ets defeated Massillon Tuslaw 40-20 in the
final to secure the state title and cap off an
undefeated season.

These student-athletes gave it their all, and
their community should be proud of them.
Wrestling is a technical sport that requires at-
tention to detail, endurance, and toughness.
I's a testament to the dedication and hard
work of the Genoa team and the coaching
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staff that they were able to achieve this suc-
cess.

Once again, congratulations to Coach Bob
Bergman and the Comets on the state cham-
pionship. Great job Genoa wrestling.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE STATE IN-
SURANCE REGULATION PRESER-
VATION ACT

HON. KEITH J. ROTHFUS

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 15, 2018

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, together with
my colleague Representative BEATTY, | am
pleased to introduce today the State Insurance
Regulation Preservation Act. This legislation
will ensure that the regulation of insurance
savings and loan holding companies reflects
our state system of insurance regulation while
protecting policyholders and depositors.

The Dodd-Frank Act brought insurance sav-
ings and loan holding companies under Fed-
eral Reserve Supervision for the first time. As
such, these insurance companies are currently
regulated by both the states, and the Federal
Reserve. Consistent with the Dodd-Frank Act’s
reaffirmation that insurance should be regu-
lated by the states, our legislation remedies
the current structural inefficiency by allowing
the Federal Reserve to ensure that the holding
company is well capitalized, while leaving the
day-to-day regulation to the states.

The bill accomplishes this providing that in-
surance savings and loan holding companies
that meet state and federal capital standards
are regulated day-to-day by the states. The
Federal Reserve would remain the backstop
regulator for these companies and would re-
tain the ability to step in if capital levels were
insufficient, and also would retain general
emergency authority to step as the day-to-day
regulator. The thrifts in these companies
would continue to be regulated by the Office
of the Comptroller of the Currency, and Fed-
eral Reserve would retain the ability to exam-
ine material subsidiaries.

This legislation is important and helpful be-
cause Dodd-Frank did not provide specific in-
structions on how the Federal Reserve super-
vision should complement state insurance su-
pervision for companies that are subject to
both. We believe this legislation would create
greater regulatory efficiency, without con-
straining the Federal Reserve’s ability to fulfill
its statutory mandate to protect the safety and
soundness of these institutions.

As we developed this bill, both members of
Congress and regulators identified potential
improvements to ensure that the objectives of
this bill are met. In particular, we are com-
mitted to preventing gaps in regulation, and
ensuring that the Federal Reserve has ade-
quate information and authority to step in
when needed. Our objective is to pass a bill
that embodies sound public policy and enjoys
broad bipartisan support. We look forward to
continued dialogue and hope our colleagues
can support this needed legislation.
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