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Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, I suggest 

the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. KEN-
NEDY). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

IMMIGRATION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
think it is safe to say it has been a dis-
appointing week. I kept my commit-
ment and set aside the entire week for 
a broad and productive debate over 
DACA, border security, and other im-
portant immigration issues. My friend 
the Democratic leader, the assistant 
Democratic leader, the Congressional 
Hispanic Caucus—everyone agrees that 
I held up my end of the bargain. 

Back in December, I stated that if a 
bill that stood a chance of becoming 
law were ready in January, I would 
bring it to the floor. No such proposal 
was produced. 

Then, in January, when Democrats 
shut down the government over this 
issue, I offered to dedicate this week— 
this week that we have been in—to an 
immigration debate and a fair amend-
ment process. I just did that, but the 
same Democrats failed to produce a so-
lution and, instead, spent the better 
part of the week objecting to any votes 
in the Senate. 

I thought we might be able to resolve 
this. I was hoping we could reach a bi-
partisan solution that could pass the 
Senate, pass the House, and earn Presi-
dent Trump’s signature. But, once 
again, when the hour came to actually 
make law instead of just making polit-
ical points, our friends across the aisle 
were either unable or unwilling to get 
something done. After all the talk—all 
the talk—they hardly came to the 
table at all. 

I supported the plan introduced by 
Chairman GRASSLEY and several other 
cosponsors. It fleshed out the Presi-
dent’s framework, pairing a more than 
generous solution for 1.8 million illegal 
immigrants with commonsense steps to 
reform legal immigration, secure the 
border, and help law enforcement keep 
Americans safe. 

In my view, the President came a 
very long way—clearly, more than 
halfway—to meet the Democrats on 
this issue. In exchange for a pathway 
to citizenship—not just legal status, 
but a pathway to citizenship—for near-
ly 2 million individuals, he sensibly 
wanted to reform pieces of our broken 
immigration system, secure our border, 
and make it harder for violent crimi-
nals and repeat offenders to prey on 
American citizens. That is more than a 
fair bargain—more than a fair bargain. 

I thought our friends across the aisle 
would jump at this opportunity to ful-
fill what they say is their top priority, 

but they just couldn’t take yes for an 
answer. They turned away from a gold-
en opportunity to solve the issue. They 
decided they would rather come away 
emptyhanded, with no resolution what-
soever for the 1.8 million individuals 
they say they are championing, than 
accept a reasonable compromise with 
the President of the United States. 

Even though this week has been 
squandered, this does not have to be 
the end of our efforts to resolve these 
matters. I would encourage Members to 
put away the talking points and get se-
rious about finding a solution that can 
actually become law. 

I remain eager to improve our immi-
gration policy. If a solution is devel-
oped in the future that can pass both 
the House and the Senate and be signed 
into law by the President, it should be 
considered. But for that to happen, 
Democrats will need to take a second 
look at these core elements of nec-
essary reform. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 623, Elizabeth 
Branch. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Elizabeth L. 
Branch, of Georgia, to be United States 
Circuit Judge for the Eleventh Circuit. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I send a cloture 
motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Elizabeth L. Branch, of Georgia, to 
be United States Circuit Judge for the Elev-
enth Circuit. 

Mitch McConnell, Pat Roberts, Roy 
Blunt, Tim Scott, Todd Young, Richard 
C. Shelby, John Boozman, Roger F. 
Wicker, Marco Rubio, Mike Crapo, 
Steve Daines, Jerry Moran, Tom Cot-
ton, Chuck Grassley, David Perdue, 
John Cornyn, John Thune. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 153, Russell 
Vought. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Russell Vought, 
of Virginia, to be Deputy Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

send a cloture motion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Russell Vought, of Virginia, to be 
Deputy Director of the Office of Management 
and Budget. 

Mitch McConnell, Pat Roberts, Roy 
Blunt, Shelley Moore Capito, Thom 
Tillis, Richard Burr, Roger F. Wicker, 
Mike Crapo, Orrin G. Hatch, John Bar-
rasso, Johnny Isakson, Michael B. 
Enzi, John Boozman, Mike Rounds, 
James M. Inhofe, John Thune, Lindsey 
Graham. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 437, Marvin 
Quattlebaum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of A. Marvin 
Quattlebaum, Jr., of South Carolina, to 
be United States District Judge for the 
District of South Carolina. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

send a cloture motion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 
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