
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1155 February 15, 2018 
make sense. Boats do and boat ramps 
make sense. In places where the wall 
may not make sense, a fence may make 
sense. Roads along the fence may make 
sense. In some places, Border Patrol on 
horses makes sense. In some places, we 
have high grasses. Put a Border Patrol 
officer up on a horse and he can see for 
miles and miles. That makes sense. 

This and more was included in the 
proposal that drew 54 votes. It is the 
kind of thing we ought to do. It doesn’t 
cost $25 billion, but it will be cost-ef-
fective and make our border more se-
cure. 

I have great affection for our col-
league from Tennessee. I appreciate his 
encouraging tone that this is not the 
end. What did Churchill say when he 
got bounced out of office at end of 
World War II? He was asked 6 months 
after the war, when he really carried 
Britain through on his back. The war is 
over. He gets beaten. He is asked by a 
reporter after he lost: For you, Mr. 
Churchill, is this the end? 

He said: It is not the end. It is not 
the beginning of the end. It is the end 
of the beginning. 

I hope this is the end of the begin-
ning—maybe with the help of God and 
maybe with a little bit better leader-
ship from the folks down at 1600. 

The last thing is this. The Depart-
ment of Homeland Security—which I 
worked for years to strengthen, to 
make something we can all be proud 
of—apparently has put out a statement 
today. I asked to read it. I am told by 
all kinds of people that it is riddled 
with inaccuracies and falsehoods. I am 
going to read it tonight on the way 
going home. I hope that is not true. 
What we need to operate here is the 
truth. 

I will close with the words of Thomas 
Jefferson: If the people know the truth, 
we will not make a mistake. I heard 
that what the Department of Homeland 
Security put out today was not truth-
ful. It is hard, with that kind of infor-
mation, to do the right thing. 

I wish to thank my colleague for giv-
ing me this much time and for being so 
patient with me. We will be back here 
in 10 days or so, and we will have a 
chance to reconnect and see if we can 
pull a victory out of the jaws of defeat. 

I thank the Senator for yielding. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Tennessee. 
Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I 

thank the Senator from Delaware for 
his remarks and his comments. I cer-
tainly hope that when we come back, 
we can get a result. That is what the 
job is about. I cosponsored and voted 
for the President’s legislation. I co-
sponsored and voted for the bipartisan 
legislation. My hope is that I have a 
chance to cosponsor and vote for legis-
lation that gets 65 or 70 votes and 
solves the problem. 

f 

THANKING THE JUNIOR SENATOR 
FROM ALABAMA 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I 
would like to note the presence on the 

floor of the junior Senator from Ala-
bama, Mr. JONES, who has been waiting 
patiently. He and I were working to-
gether on something that I am about 
to speak about, a resolution that has to 
do with an event that happened 50 
years ago, the Memphis sanitation 
workers strike. 

He has plenty to say about it, but he 
has not yet made what we call his 
maiden speech on the Senate floor. We 
usually reserve that moment for a sin-
gular opportunity to speak. So he is 
waiting until that time to speak. I re-
spect that. I told him the little story of 
what happened to Senator Baker when 
he was in Senator JONES’ position. 
Baker’s father-in-law, Senator Dirksen, 
whom I mentioned, was the leader. Ev-
erybody assembled to hear Baker’s 
maiden speech. Baker spoke a little too 
long. Dirksen came over to congratu-
late him. Baker looked up and said to 
his father-in-law, Senator Dirksen: 
How did I do? 

Dirksen said: Howard, perhaps you 
should occasionally enjoy the luxury of 
an unexpressed thought. 

So I congratulate Senator JONES on 
his sticking with tradition here. I 
value the fact that we are working to-
gether on civil rights, as well as the 
fact that we will be in Memphis to-
gether on the Civil Rights Pilgrimage, 
which he is taking a part in leading 
early next month. I thank him for 
being on the floor today while I make 
these remarks. 

f 

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE MEM-
PHIS SANITATION WORKERS 
STRIKE 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, 
1968 was a tumultuous year. Violent 
protests erupted in cities across the 
country. Both Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., and then-Senator and Presidential 
candidate Robert F. Kennedy were as-
sassinated, and American soldiers were 
fighting in the Vietnam war. 

In Memphis, TN, African-American 
sanitation workers had faced years of 
hazardous working conditions and dis-
crimination in pay and benefits. Their 
strike would become a historic event in 
the civil rights movement. 

In January 1968, the workers began 
negotiating with Memphis Mayor 
Henry Loeb and the Memphis City 
Council to improve pay and working 
conditions. 

On February 1, 1968, two sanitation 
workers, Echol Cole and Robert Walk-
er, sought shelter from the pouring 
rain and were crushed to death in their 
garbage truck when the compactor on 
the truck malfunctioned. Their deaths 
galvanized the 1,300 African-American 
sanitation workers who decided to 
begin their strike to protest working 
conditions on February 12, 1968. 

The workers demanded recognition of 
their union, increased pay, and safer 
working conditions. Mayor Loeb and 
the city council responded by threat-
ening to replace the striking workers 
unless they returned to work. 

Throughout February and early 
March, negotiations continued, and on 
March 28, 1968, Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., and Rev. James Lawson led a 
march from the Clayborn Temple that 
ended with rioting, arrests, and the 
death of 16-year-old Larry Payne. Civil 
rights leaders vowed to march again, 
focusing on the principles of non-
violence. 

On April 3, 1968, Dr. King addressed a 
rally of 10,000 African-American work-
ers and residents, members of the cler-
gy, and union members at the Mason 
Temple—the Memphis headquarters of 
the Church of God in Christ. His speech 
included these lines: 

I have been to the mountain top. . . . I’ve 
seen the Promised Land. I may not get there 
with you. But I want you to know tonight 
that we, as a people, will get to the Promised 
Land. 

That was Dr. Martin Luther King. 
The next day, April 4, 1968, Dr. King 

was assassinated as he stood on a bal-
cony at the Lorraine Motel. 

On April 8, 1968, 4 days later, 42,000 
people marched in Memphis. The strike 
was resolved on April 16. The 1,300 sani-
tation workers in Memphis took a 
stand for freedom, and they displayed 
courage in their pursuit of equality. 

In his speech on April 3, Dr. King 
said: 

Now we’re going to march again, and we’ve 
got to march again, in order to put the issue 
where it is supposed to be—and force every-
body to see that there are 1,300 of God’s chil-
dren here suffering, sometimes going hungry, 
going through dark and dreary nights won-
dering how this thing is going to come out. 
That’s the issue. And we’ve got to say to the 
nation: We know how it’s coming out. For 
when people get caught up with that which is 
right and they are willing to sacrifice for it, 
there is no stopping point short of victory. 

Now, 50 years later, this resolution 
that I, Senator JONES, Senator CARDIN, 
and Senator CORKER submitted seeks 
to recognize their sacrifice and con-
tributions to the civil rights move-
ment. 

It is important that our children 
grow up learning about how these 1,300 
Memphis sanitation workers and many 
others struggled for racial justice in 
the midst of all that chaos. That is 
why, on Tuesday, I submitted the Sen-
ate resolution to which I referred. I did 
it, along with U.S. Senator BOB 
CORKER, my colleague from Tennessee; 
Senator DOUG JONES from Alabama; 
and Senator BEN CARDIN from Mary-
land, to recognize the 50th anniversary 
of the 1968 Memphis sanitation workers 
strike. 

Representative STEVE COHEN has sub-
mitted the same resolution in the U.S. 
House of Representatives. He recruited 
76 cosponsors. 

I would like to thank Representative 
COHEN for taking the lead in the House. 
I would like to thank my Tennessee 
colleagues, Representatives BLACK, 
BLACKBURN, COOPER, DESJARLAIS, DUN-
CAN, FLEISCHMANN, KUSTOFF, and ROE 
for their support as well. 

I hope my colleagues will join me in 
supporting this resolution. 
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