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select the next Dalai Lama with the 
help of a law that grants the govern-
ment authority over reincarnations. 
That is absurd. The identification and 
installation of Tibetan Buddhist reli-
gious leaders, including a future 15th 
Dalai Lama, is a matter that should be 
determined solely within the Tibetan 
Buddhist faith community. 

We can foster closer, cooperative re-
lations with China, but until China 
works with Tibetan leaders to pursue a 
new way forward, their reputation in 
the community of nations, and their 
ability to act as a global power, will re-
main deeply tarnished. I urge other 
Senators to join in support of this reso-
lution, and to pass it before the impor-
tant anniversary commemoration on 
March 10, 2018. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 409—HON-
ORING THE DEDICATION AND 
COURAGE OF THE BUFFALO SOL-
DIERS 

Ms. HARRIS (for herself, Mr. WICKER, 
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. 
COONS, Mr. TILLIS, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. 
BOOKER, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. BROWN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 
Mr. CARDIN, Mr. COTTON, Mr. WYDEN, 
Mr. SCOTT, Ms. HIRONO, Mrs. MCCAS-
KILL, Mr. CARPER, Mr. NELSON, Mr. 
SANDERS, Mr. BENNET, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, 
and Mr. PETERS) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Armed Services: 

S. RES. 409 

Whereas by the Act of July 28, 1866 (14 
Stat. 332, chapter 299), after the end of the 
Civil War, African American men were al-
lowed to serve in segregated units of the 
United States Army; 

Whereas the first Buffalo Soldiers were 
former slaves and former African American 
soldiers that fought in the Civil War; 

Whereas the first Buffalo Soldiers com-
prised the 9th and 10th cavalry regiments 
and were the first African Americans to 
serve in the United States Army during 
peacetime; 

Whereas, in the history of the United 
States, Buffalo Soldiers have made many 
significant military contributions and have 
fought to preserve and protect the United 
States; 

Whereas Buffalo Soldiers fought shoulder- 
to-shoulder with white soldiers in many bat-
tles; 

Whereas Buffalo Soldiers were instru-
mental in the exploration and settlement of 
land in the West; 

Whereas Buffalo Soldiers participated in 
the tragic history of removing Native Ameri-
cans from the land on which Native Ameri-
cans lived; 

Whereas Native Americans in the Midwest 
bestowed the nickname ‘‘Buffalo Soldiers’’ 
to the members of the 9th and 10th cavalry 
regiments for— 

(1) the bravery and courage that the mem-
bers exhibited; and 

(2) the jackets of buffalo fur that the mem-
bers wore during the cold winter months; 

Whereas the Buffalo Soldiers rode along-
side Theodore Roosevelt and the Rough Rid-
ers in Cuba during the Spanish-American 
War; 

Whereas Buffalo Soldiers were among the 
first park rangers to serve in the newly cre-

ated National Park Service under President 
Theodore Roosevelt; 

Whereas Buffalo Soldiers from the 9th, 
10th, 24th, and 25th regiments served in Yo-
semite National Park and Sequoia National 
Park and helped arrest poachers, fight forest 
fires, and preserve the natural resources of 
the United States; 

Whereas, serving nobly as park rangers, 
Buffalo Soldiers— 

(1) constructed in Yosemite National Park 
one of the first arboretums in the United 
States; 

(2) cleared miles of forest; 
(3) built trail roads into national parks for 

the enjoyment of all people in the United 
States; and 

(4) helped build the first trail to the sum-
mit of Mount Whitney in Sequoia National 
Park; 

Whereas Buffalo Soldiers were subjected to 
racial prejudice but continued— 

(1) to serve honorably and bravely in the 
United States Army; and 

(2) to fulfill the duties conferred on them 
with pride and distinction; 

Whereas, earning a reputation for being 
courageous and daring— 

(1) more than 200,000 African Americans 
served in World War I; and 

(2) more than 1,000,000 African Americans 
served in World War II; 

Whereas during World War II, Buffalo Sol-
diers branched out and formed other famous 
units, including the famed Tuskegee Airmen 
and the Fighter ‘‘Red Tails’’ Group; 

Whereas 23 Buffalo Soldiers have received 
the highest military distinction of the Con-
gressional Medal of Honor; 

Whereas, in 1948, President Harry Truman 
signed Executive Order 9981, which— 

(1) stipulated equal treatment and oppor-
tunity for all African American service 
members; and 

(2) brought an end to the Buffalo Soldiers; 
Whereas Buffalo Soldiers have honorably 

answered the call to duty, serving with great 
valor and distinction in the armed forces of 
the United States; 

Whereas the Buffalo Soldiers are a signifi-
cant part of the history of the United States; 
and 

Whereas there are currently over 20 chap-
ters of the 9th and 10th Cavalry Association 
in the United States and 1 in Germany: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) honors the dedication and courage of 

the Buffalo Soldiers; 
(2) recognizes the legacy of the Buffalo Sol-

diers; and 
(3) recognizes the contributions that the 

Buffalo Soldiers have made to the National 
Park System and to military history in the 
United States and throughout the world. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 410—COM-
MEMORATING THE LIFE OF LUIS 
ALEJANDRO ‘‘ALEX’’ 
VILLAMAYOR AND CALLING FOR 
JUSTICE AND ACCOUNTABILITY 
Mr. CARDIN (for himself and Mr. 

VAN HOLLEN) submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 410 

Whereas United States citizen Luis 
Alejandro ‘‘Alex’’ Villamayor was born on 
July 3, 1998, to parents Puning Luk 
Villamayor and Luis Felipe Villamayor in 
Rockville, Maryland; 

Whereas Alex Villamayor is remembered 
by his family as a smart, loving, and compas-
sionate young man with a good sense of 
humor, who was committed to his parents, 
siblings, and friends; 

Whereas Alex Villamayor moved with his 
family at the age of six to Paraguay, where 
he was a devoted member of his church and 
always had attention for those less fortu-
nate; 

Whereas Alex Villamayor graduated with 
honors from Paraguay’s Pan American Inter-
national School (PAIS) and was accepted to 
attend Montgomery College in Maryland in 
the Fall of 2015; 

Whereas Alex Villamayor aspired to study 
business management and return to Para-
guay to pursue a career that would help and 
support the Paraguayan people; 

Whereas Alex Villamayor was murdered on 
June 27, 2015, in the City of Encarnación in 
Paraguay; 

Whereas Alex Villamayor’s death was 
wrongfully ruled a suicide by Paraguayan 
authorities before a comprehensive inves-
tigation was carried out; 

Whereas, in the initial weeks of the inves-
tigation, Paraguayan authorities failed to 
collect blood and DNA samples from individ-
uals present at the scene of the crime, con-
duct gunshot residue analysis on individuals 
present at the crime scene, and collect cel-
lular phone records and data from individ-
uals present at the crime scene; 

Whereas, in August 2015, Alex Villamayor’s 
body was exhumed for additional forensic ex-
amination, which found that he had been 
raped and physically assaulted prior to his 
death; 

Whereas, in August 2015, Paraguayan pros-
ecutor Olga Wilma Araujo Ayala was sus-
pended from the investigation into and legal 
case related to Alex Villamayor’s death due 
to mismanagement of the case; 

Whereas, in September 2015, Mathias Wilbs, 
an employee at the property where Alex 
Villamayor was murdered, admitted in a 
public interview that he had removed the 
murder weapon from the crime scene and 
placed another firearm in Alex Villamayor’s 
hand; 

Whereas, in September 2015, Alex 
Villamayor’s death was ruled a homicide and 
René Hofstetter and Mathias Wilbs were 
charged with crimes in relation to Alex 
Villamayor’s murder; 

Whereas, in October 2015, Paraguayan au-
thorities opened a formal investigation of 
Alain Jacks Dı́az de Bedoya for his role in 
Alex Villamayor’s murder; 

Whereas, in November 2016, Paraguayan 
authorities dropped the charges against 
Alain Jacks Dı́az de Bedoya related to Alex 
Villamayor’s murder; 

Whereas Members of the United States 
Congress have urged the Government of 
Paraguay to invite the United States Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation to provide tech-
nical assistance for the investigation into 
Alex Villamayor’s death and the United 
States Embassy in Asunción, Paraguay has 
offered such assistance to Paraguayan au-
thorities; 

Whereas, to date, the Government of Para-
guay has not invited the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation to provide technical assistance 
for the investigation into Alex Villamayor’s 
death; 

Whereas the United States embassy in 
Asunción, Paraguay, and the Department of 
State have not issued any formal public 
statements about Alex Villamayor’s murder 
and the many irregularities in the investiga-
tion into his death; 

Whereas, in February 2017, outgoing United 
States Ambassador Leslie A. Basset told 
media outlets that Alex Villamayor ‘‘died 
under dark circumstances’’ and that ‘‘the in-
vestigation and the handling of this case has 
been worrisome’’; and 

Whereas, as of February 15, 2018, those re-
sponsible for Alex Villamayor’s murder have 
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