
Congressional Record
UNUM

E PLURIBUS

United States
of America PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 115th

 CONGRESS, SECOND SESSION

b This symbol represents the time of day during the House proceedings, e.g., b 1407 is 2:07 p.m.
Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

.

H1229 

Vol. 164 WASHINGTON, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2018 No. 34 

House of Representatives 
The House met at noon and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. NEWHOUSE). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
February 26, 2018. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable DAN 
NEWHOUSE to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 8, 2018, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties. All time shall be 
equally allocated between the parties, 
and in no event shall debate continue 
beyond 1:50 p.m. Each Member, other 
than the majority and minority leaders 
and the minority whip, shall be limited 
to 5 minutes. 

f 

HONORING JOE QUATTRONE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Louisiana (Mr. ABRAHAM) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor one of the hardest 
working men on Capitol Hill, Joe 
Quattrone. 

Joe’s 84th birthday was Saturday, 
February 10. He has been cutting hair 
in the House for 47 years. Joe embodies 
the principles of hard work, dedication, 
and humility. He has cut the hair of 
the most powerful people in Wash-

ington, including: President Gerald 
Ford; President George Bush, Sr.; Vice 
President Al Gore; and almost every 
single Speaker of the House. He has cut 
hair in hospital rooms, before inau-
gurations, and even for foreign Presi-
dents and ambassadors. 

Joe grew up in Reggio Calabria, 
Italy, and came to the United States in 
1952. He served as an Italian translator 
with the American Air Force during 
the Korean war. Along with an honor-
able discharge, Joe received his Amer-
ican citizenship upon leaving the 
Army. In 1960, Joe came to D.C. and 
held a number of jobs before cutting 
hair in the House. He even worked con-
struction on the Rayburn House Office 
Building. 

Emigrating from Italy, Joe is so 
proud of his American citizenship. 
Growing up in Italy, Joe was first in-
troduced to America when American 
troops flew over his town during World 
War II. He said they would get so close 
to the town that he even made eye con-
tact with the pilots flying those planes. 
When American troops came through 
his city, Joe remembers waving a small 
American flag, along with his family, 
welcoming them to his hometown. 

After serving with the Air Force, in 
1955 he joined the Metropolitan D.C. 
Police Force, where he was active for 
25 years. When you speak to Joe, you 
see the pride and joy he takes in his job 
and his country reflected in his atti-
tude. It is because of Joe and the hard-
working staff in the Capitol buildings 
of the Congress that Congress is able to 
perform its duties every day. 

Today I honor Joe and the lifetime of 
service he has given to the Capitol and 
to the United States of America. 

f 

VOCA FUNDING—LOCK THE BOX 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, in 
the early days of 1984, Congress came 

up with a unique idea: with Congress’ 
support, President Ronald Reagan 
signed into law the Victims of Crime 
Act, otherwise known as VOCA. 

This law established the Crime Vic-
tims Fund, with the sole purpose of 
supporting crime victims throughout 
the United States. But instead of using 
taxpayer money for the fund, Congress 
came up with a novel idea: Why not 
force the criminals, the traffickers, the 
abusers, the scourges on society, to pay 
for the restitution to their victims? 
They inflicted pain and suffering on in-
nocent people, so they should be the 
ones, literally, to pay for their crimes. 

Because of the new law, convicted 
felons in Federal court who are as-
sessed fines and fees pay into the Crime 
Victims Fund. The money in the fund 
is used for a wide range of victims’ 
services: 

It pays for domestic violence shelters 
where spouses can recover from their 
abusers; 

It funds rape crisis coalition centers; 
It funds children’s assessment cen-

ters like the one in my hometown of 
Houston; 

It sends money to victim advocates 
throughout the United States who go 
to court with victims of crime; 

It gives victims restitution and pays 
for critical medical and mental health 
programs. 

It is a really good idea, Mr. Speaker. 
Over the years, because our Federal 

judges have continued to fine and as-
sess greater and greater penalties to 
the criminals, the VOCA fund cur-
rently holds—get this, Mr. Speaker— 
$12 billion. And let me make it clear: 
This is not taxpayer money; it is 
money that criminals have paid into 
the system. Criminals are paying the 
rent on the courthouse, paying for the 
system that they have created. 

So what is the problem? Here is the 
problem, Mr. Speaker: The fund, every 
year, is robbed by the bureaucrats to 
offset other Federal projects that are 
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