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House of Representatives 
The House met at noon and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. NEWHOUSE). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
February 26, 2018. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable DAN 
NEWHOUSE to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 8, 2018, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties. All time shall be 
equally allocated between the parties, 
and in no event shall debate continue 
beyond 1:50 p.m. Each Member, other 
than the majority and minority leaders 
and the minority whip, shall be limited 
to 5 minutes. 

f 

HONORING JOE QUATTRONE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Louisiana (Mr. ABRAHAM) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor one of the hardest 
working men on Capitol Hill, Joe 
Quattrone. 

Joe’s 84th birthday was Saturday, 
February 10. He has been cutting hair 
in the House for 47 years. Joe embodies 
the principles of hard work, dedication, 
and humility. He has cut the hair of 
the most powerful people in Wash-

ington, including: President Gerald 
Ford; President George Bush, Sr.; Vice 
President Al Gore; and almost every 
single Speaker of the House. He has cut 
hair in hospital rooms, before inau-
gurations, and even for foreign Presi-
dents and ambassadors. 

Joe grew up in Reggio Calabria, 
Italy, and came to the United States in 
1952. He served as an Italian translator 
with the American Air Force during 
the Korean war. Along with an honor-
able discharge, Joe received his Amer-
ican citizenship upon leaving the 
Army. In 1960, Joe came to D.C. and 
held a number of jobs before cutting 
hair in the House. He even worked con-
struction on the Rayburn House Office 
Building. 

Emigrating from Italy, Joe is so 
proud of his American citizenship. 
Growing up in Italy, Joe was first in-
troduced to America when American 
troops flew over his town during World 
War II. He said they would get so close 
to the town that he even made eye con-
tact with the pilots flying those planes. 
When American troops came through 
his city, Joe remembers waving a small 
American flag, along with his family, 
welcoming them to his hometown. 

After serving with the Air Force, in 
1955 he joined the Metropolitan D.C. 
Police Force, where he was active for 
25 years. When you speak to Joe, you 
see the pride and joy he takes in his job 
and his country reflected in his atti-
tude. It is because of Joe and the hard-
working staff in the Capitol buildings 
of the Congress that Congress is able to 
perform its duties every day. 

Today I honor Joe and the lifetime of 
service he has given to the Capitol and 
to the United States of America. 

f 

VOCA FUNDING—LOCK THE BOX 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, in 
the early days of 1984, Congress came 

up with a unique idea: with Congress’ 
support, President Ronald Reagan 
signed into law the Victims of Crime 
Act, otherwise known as VOCA. 

This law established the Crime Vic-
tims Fund, with the sole purpose of 
supporting crime victims throughout 
the United States. But instead of using 
taxpayer money for the fund, Congress 
came up with a novel idea: Why not 
force the criminals, the traffickers, the 
abusers, the scourges on society, to pay 
for the restitution to their victims? 
They inflicted pain and suffering on in-
nocent people, so they should be the 
ones, literally, to pay for their crimes. 

Because of the new law, convicted 
felons in Federal court who are as-
sessed fines and fees pay into the Crime 
Victims Fund. The money in the fund 
is used for a wide range of victims’ 
services: 

It pays for domestic violence shelters 
where spouses can recover from their 
abusers; 

It funds rape crisis coalition centers; 
It funds children’s assessment cen-

ters like the one in my hometown of 
Houston; 

It sends money to victim advocates 
throughout the United States who go 
to court with victims of crime; 

It gives victims restitution and pays 
for critical medical and mental health 
programs. 

It is a really good idea, Mr. Speaker. 
Over the years, because our Federal 

judges have continued to fine and as-
sess greater and greater penalties to 
the criminals, the VOCA fund cur-
rently holds—get this, Mr. Speaker— 
$12 billion. And let me make it clear: 
This is not taxpayer money; it is 
money that criminals have paid into 
the system. Criminals are paying the 
rent on the courthouse, paying for the 
system that they have created. 

So what is the problem? Here is the 
problem, Mr. Speaker: The fund, every 
year, is robbed by the bureaucrats to 
offset other Federal projects that are 
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completely unrelated to crime victims. 
For example, about $800,000 is spent out 
of the fund, which has $12 billion in 
money, and over the years, it continues 
to have more and more money because 
less of it is being spent. In my opinion, 
these bureaucrats are literally stealing 
money from the Victims Fund and 
throwing it into the abyss of the Fed-
eral Treasury. That money does not be-
long to the Federal Government; it be-
longs to crime victims. 

Victims do not have, Mr. Speaker, 
high-dollar lobbyists up here in Wash-
ington, D.C., advocating on their be-
half. They expect us, Members of Con-
gress, to be their lobbyists, to be their 
voice. As a former prosecutor and a 
former judge in Texas, I take that duty 
very seriously. 

It is the first responsibility of gov-
ernment to actually protect the people. 
We must stop the robber bureaucrats 
from stealing money out of the Crime 
Victims Fund and make sure that vic-
tims have access to the resources they 
need to become survivors. 

To achieve this goal, my friend, Rep-
resentative JIM COSTA from California, 
my cochair in the Victims’ Rights Cau-
cus, and I have introduced the Crime 
Victims Fund Preservation Act. The 
bill is very simple. It creates a lockbox 
to make sure that the money in the 
fund cannot be used for anything other 
than victims’ programs under the Vic-
tims of Crime Act. 

The Crime Victims Fund becomes an 
especially attractive target for offsets 
at this time when our government 
faces any sort of a deficit. That is why 
Congress must safeguard the fund to 
make sure the money is protected. 

The bill uses the money paid by 
criminals to help rescue and restore 
victims and ensure that it is safe from 
the sticky, pilfering hands of bureau-
crats—and does so forever. So let the 
victims of crime keep the money and 
not send it to other programs in the 
Federal departments throughout the 
Nation. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

RECOGNIZING THE WORK OF NBA 
ALL-STAR JOE JOHNSON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Arkansas (Mr. HILL) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and applaud the work of 
NBA all-star and Arkansas native Joe 
Johnson of the Sacramento Kings with 
a local youth basketball program, the 
Arkansas H.A.W.K.S. 

The Arkansas H.A.W.K.S, an acro-
nym meaning Hard At Work Kids, is a 
member of the Amateur Athletic Union 
organization dedicated to the develop-
ment of athletic ability in American 
youth. Under the leadership of Coach 
Bill Ingram, the team’s goal extends 
beyond the court and into the commu-
nities of central Arkansas, building a 
dynasty of basketball players who seek 
to make a lasting impact on their 
neighborhoods, city, State, and our 
country. 

Before he was a seven-time NBA all- 
star, Joe Johnson was a student at the 
historic Little Rock Central High 
School and a star player on the Arkan-
sas H.A.W.K.S roster. In this partner-
ship, the teams and players connected 
with the H.A.W.K.S will be given 
unique opportunities, including, 
mentorship, player development, and 
academic assistance. 

I would like to extend a hearty debt 
of gratitude and congratulations to Joe 
Johnson and the Arkansas H.A.W.K.S 
program for their selfless and worth-
while investment in central Arkansas 
youth. 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF ALBERT 
YARNELL 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life and the legacy of one 
of Arkansas’ great innovators and lead-
ers, my friend Albert Yarnell of 
Searcy, Arkansas, who passed away 
earlier this year at the age of 94. 

Albert worked for over 75 years with 
his family to make Yarnell’s Ice Cream 
one of the most successful regional ice 
cream companies in the United States. 
Yarnell’s Ice Cream created many 
unique flavors, such as the Razorbacks’ 
ice cream, Woo Pig Chewy; and my per-
sonal favorite, peppermint. 

Yarnell was an icon of Arkansas busi-
ness and anchor of the Searcy and 
White County business community for 
decades. He is a past president of the 
Searcy Chamber of Commerce and 
served as mayor of Searcy. He was in-
ducted into the Arkansas Business Hall 
of Fame in 2007 and is a member of the 
Arkansas Dairy Products Hall of Fame. 
He was a role model and friend to many 
across our State. 

I extend my respect, affection, and 
prayers to his many dear friends, fam-
ily, and loved ones. 

RECOGNIZING NORTH LITTLE ROCK MIDDLE 
SCHOOL TEACHER DAWN MCLAIN 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize North Little Rock Middle 
School teacher Dawn McLain. Dawn, a 
sixth grade science and math teacher, 
recently was named a 2017–2018 recipi-
ent of the national Milken Educator 
Award, one of only 44 across our coun-
try. This prestigious honor is given to 
teachers with exceptional educational 
talent who impact students both in and 
out of the classroom. 

Dawn has not only increased her stu-
dents’ test scores, but she has engaged 
her students through robotics, design 
modeling, and rocketry. She is a strong 
proponent of project-based learning, 
technology integration, and data de-
ployment. Dawn is also focused on 
helping her students build life skills 
that will help them succeed into adult-
hood and works to build strong rela-
tionships with both parents and her 
students. 

Teachers like Dawn prove that edu-
cation is one of the best investments 
America can make. I am proud to rep-
resent her and all the teachers of cen-
tral Arkansas who are making a dif-
ference in the lives of our kids. 

RECOGNIZING CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER 2 JOHN 
HEFFERNAN 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize one of Arkansas’ finest, Chief 
Warrant Officer 2 John Heffernan, who 
passed away late last month at the age 
of 77. His leadership and dedication to 
our State and Nation as a soldier, a 
veteran, and a volunteer is an example 
to all Arkansans and all Americans. 

Heffernan enlisted in the Army in 
1962, and after more than 27 years of 
military service, John retired from the 
Arkansas Army National Guard. For 
the next 23 years, John provided his 
services at Camp Robinson and the Lit-
tle Rock Air Force Base. He was one of 
many of the strongest advocates in 
central Arkansas for all matters re-
lated to our military veterans and 
their families. 

For the better part of half a century, 
John was a selfless servant to others, 
giving more of himself than he had to 
give. He had a passion for volunteering, 
rivaled only by his passion of service to 
his country. 

I extend my respect, affection, and 
prayers to his family and their loved 
ones. 

f 

HONORING JROTC CADET PETER 
WANG 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. DESANTIS) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DESANTIS. Mr. Speaker, the 
shooting in Parkland, Florida, on 14 
February represented a catastrophic 
failure of local authorities as well as 
the FBI. The students needed a hero 
that day, and while the sheriff’s de-
partment failed the students, I think it 
is important to recognize and com-
memorate the fact that a 15-year-old 
JROTC cadet named Peter Wang an-
swered the call. 

In the face of a deranged gunman de-
scending on his school, Cadet Wang 
helped his fellow students flee to safe-
ty, exposing himself to fire in the proc-
ess. He could have simply saved him-
self, but like a true hero, Peter Wang 
chose to protect the lives of others. 
Going above and beyond the call of 
duty, he sacrificed his life on that fate-
ful day. 

Scripture teaches that there is no 
greater love than that a man should 
lay down his life for his friends, and his 
fellow students will be indebted to 
Peter Wang for his actions on that day. 

Now, Peter Wang had a desire to at-
tend West Point, and his actions on 14 
February more than lived up to the 
U.S. Military Academy’s motto of 
duty, honor, and country. His post-
humous admittance to West Point rep-
resented a rare but well-deserved 
honor. 

In Peter Wang, the country lost 
someone who no doubt would have en-
riched the Army’s officer corps and 
provided honorable service in uniform. 
Yet it is also true that, with the lives 
he saved that day, he accomplished 
more on his final day on this Earth 
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