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than most of us who serve in the mili-
tary accomplish over the course of an
entire career.
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You can train for moments like those
faced by Peter Wang, but you don’t
know if you can pass the test until you
are actually put to the test. Peter
Wang passed his test with flying colors.
His steadfast devotion to duty reflected
great credit upon himself and was in
keeping with the highest traditions of
the United States Army.

Rest in peace, soldier. Job well done.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE
OF GRANT COUNTY FIRE DIS-
TRICT BATTALION CHIEF DAN
DISHON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Washington (Mr. NEWHOUSE) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life and service of
Grant County Fire District Battalion
Chief Dan Dishon from Moses Lake,
Washington. Dan passed away on Janu-
ary 8, 2018.

Dan was a husband, a father, a friend,
and a highly respected fire service-
member. His love of firefighting and
his dedication to his community were
evident in his 15 years of volunteer
service at both the Grant County Fire
District 13 as well as District 5, where
he eventually secured his dream job of
shift captain.

Local firefighters, members of his
team, and the community will remem-
ber him for his leadership, humility,
and commitment to keeping the citi-
zens of Grant County safe. My prayers
and sincere condolences go out to his
family and his friends and all those af-
fected by his passing during this dif-
ficult time.

I urge all my colleagues to join me in
thanking Dan Dishon for his inspira-
tional life of service to Washington
State in the Fourth District.

————

ADDRESSING THE ISSUE OF
GLOBAL HUNGER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to address the issue of global
hunger. Tonight, this very evening, 800
million people across the world will go
to bed hungry. Throughout 2017, this
very past year, this number has only
grown, making this the first year in a
decade that global hunger has in-
creased.

This increase arises from violent con-
flicts and natural disasters that have
worsened the situation for many living
in extreme poverty. These crises dem-
onstrate the need for lifesaving United
States humanitarian relief around the
world.

For 63 years, our Nation’s signature
food donation program, Food for Peace,
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has fed more than 3 billion hungry peo-
ple. This program has benefitted people
facing some of the worst humanitarian
disasters of the century, averting fam-
ine, and providing medical care for
those who need it most.

Today, USAID remains committed to
providing for people in dire situations
with emergency help. In countries like
Yemen and Nigeria, where more than
70 percent of the population is facing
severe starvation, USAID continues to
step in to prevent famine and fight dis-
ease.

The USAID mission is to provide
emergency food assistance, is vital to
many countries around the world, and
is a key pillar of President Trump’s
National Security Strategy. Its pur-
pose is to end the need for its own ex-
istence by responding to the disasters
and helping our partners achieve self-
reliance.

A world without hunger is in Amer-
ica’s very best interest. Hunger breeds
instability and conflict. These pro-
grams represent a small investment to
prevent future conflicts.

I am proud that wheat is the most
used commodity in U.S. hunger pro-
grams. Kansas is known as the bread-
basket of the world and is the Nation’s
leading wheat producer. But today,
while our growers have full grain ele-
vators in my State, we still have four
ongoing declared famines around the
world. There is no reason that we can-
not connect the starving with our
ample supplies of food.

I look forward to working with the
House Agriculture Committee as we re-
authorize the Food for Peace and other
critical antihunger programs in the
2018 farm bill so that USAID and the
United States Department of Agri-
culture can continue to help provide
for the hungry and strengthen our na-
tional security across the world.

Need for Broadband Deployment in
Rural Communities

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to emphasize the need for
broadband development in rural com-
munities. More and more, we see a
transition from ‘‘brick and mortar’ to
‘“‘click and mortar” establishments,
with the world quickly moving from
paper to digital.

In rural America, the digital divide is
becoming increasingly present. From
limited connection speeds to locations
entirely without service, these commu-
nities are lacking the same basic abili-
ties as their urban counterparts. I am
encouraged to see so many conversa-
tions happening in and around the Hill
related to removing the barriers to
connecting Americans, but there is
still a lot of work to be done.

I applaud the efforts of President
Trump, Chairman Pai, and Agriculture
Secretary Perdue in making rural
broadband deployment a national pri-
ority as we head into 2018. I hope that
my colleagues here in Congress will re-
member that all Americans deserve
reasonable and comparable service, no
matter where in the country they live.
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RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
NEWHOUSE). Pursuant to clause 12(a) of
rule I, the Chair declares the House in
recess until 2 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 20
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
O 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. SMITH of Nebraska) at 2
p.m.

————

PRAYER

Reverend Vincent DeRosa, St.
Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Wash-
ington, D.C., offered the following
prayer:

O God, who are the hope of sinners
and the joy of the holy, grant this
House a spirit of compunction for fail-
ures, perseverance for growth, and hu-
mility in success.

For the good of our country, we ask
You to enflame the Members of this
Chamber with wisdom, hope, courage,
and all the other virtues necessary to
secure prosperity throughout our land
and equal justice under the law.

Above all, help us to be a people of
loving encounter with each other and
with our neighbors around the world,
that establishing an ever more perfect
society on Earth, we may one day
know the joys of paradise with You.

We ask this in Your most holy name.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

—————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentlewoman from Minnesota (Ms.
McCoLLuM) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. McCOLLUM led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

RECOGNIZING WAKULLA COUNTY
TEACHER KATRINA RODDENBERRY

(Mr. DUNN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize an outstanding teacher
from Wakulla County, Florida’s Second
Congressional District.
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Katrina Roddenberry, a science
teacher at Wakulla Middle School, was
selected by the Space Foundation as
one of 31 educators worldwide who were
honored for her work promoting
science and space curricula at Wakulla
Middle School. Along with this honor,
Ms. Roddenberry and her colleague,
Melissa Martin, were selected to work
with NASA as part of their Micro-
gravity University for Educators 2018
Challenge.

This once-in-a-lifetime opportunity
will give these teachers and four of
their students the chance to work di-
rectly with the experts at NASA. It is
clear that they are inspiring a love of
science and space in their students.
These teachers are forming not just
strong minds but also strong char-
acters and big hearts in young men and
women with a sense of community.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating Ms. Roddenberry and
thanking her for instilling a love of
science and space in our next genera-
tion.

——————

HIGHLIGHTING THE WORK OF THE
CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA DIG-
ITAL LEARNING FOUNDATION

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, this morning I was at the
Central Pennsylvania Digital Learning
Foundation in Duncansville to speak
about my work on the House Com-
mittee on Education and the Work-
force.

The Central Pennsylvania Digital
Learning Foundation Charter School
offers a customizable cyber education
for students throughout Pennsylvania.
Its learning experience connects, en-
gages, and empowers every student to
be successful in reaching their aca-
demic and personal goals for today and
tomorrow.

This school was developed from the
ground up by the area superintendents
in collaboration with Intermediate
Unit 8. The 1U8 was created to furnish
a broad range of educational services
to the 35 public schools, 5 area voca-
tional-technical schools, 2 charter
schools, and approximately 81 non pub-
lic schools in west central and south-
western Pennsylvania.

Mr. Speaker, we must understand
that there are numerous educational
environments, and many students
thrive in a cyber school-style setup.
The IU8 is doing tremendous work to
ensure that students who choose a
cyber school education are receiving
the same quality education as their
peers who attend brick-and-mortar
schools. I am proud of the work they
are doing.

———
GUN VIOLENCE

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, our
hearts are heavy grieving for the 17 in-
nocents murdered in Parkland. We are
praying for their families and friends.

I cannot begin to fathom the sorrow
of parents who must bury a child.
From the time our children are born,
we instinctively understand it is our
responsibility to protect them; but, in-
creasingly, as a nation, we are failing
our children and allowing them to be
gunned down in schools, at concerts,
and in houses of worship.

Still, in this darkest of time, I see
reason to hope. I am inspired by the
eloquence of the survivors and the
young people across the country who
are speaking out for positive action.

We all know there are commonsense
actions that would curb gun violence in
our communities and save lives: uni-
versal background checks; banning
military-style assault weapons, high-
capacity magazines, and bump stocks;
and funding mental healthcare, to
name but a few.

These measures have the over-
whelming support of the American peo-
ple. All that is missing is the political
will from Congress. Hopefully, this mo-
ment will be different.

I urge my colleagues to listen to the
voices of our young people. Let’s have
the debate and vote on real actions to
reduce gun violence in our schools, our
neighborhoods, and our country.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will remind all persons in the
gallery that they are here as guests of
the House and that any manifestation
of approval or disapproval of pro-
ceedings is in violation of the rules of
the House.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE EXTRAOR-
DINARY WORK OF SALLY HAR-
RISON

(Mr. BIGGS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize the extraordinary work of
Sally Harrison.

Sally is the president and CEO of the
Mesa Chamber of Commerce. She has
worked in this role since 2013. Mesa’s
business environment is thriving with
her at the helm.

Mr. Speaker, earlier this month,
Sally led the meeting at Arizona State
University Polytechnic campus with
Congressman JIM BRIDENSTINE and the
Mesa Industry and Defense Council.
Under her leadership, this unique coun-
cil continues to highlight the tremen-
dous technological and manufacturing
capabilities we have in my district.
There have been positive reports of the
discussion she facilitated, and I am
confident that she will continue to cre-
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ate these opportunities for my con-
stituents.

These conversations between local
officials, Federal office holders, and
business leaders are paramount to en-
suring that our constituents receive
the best possible representation. Sally
understands this and is working every
day to facilitate enduring success in
Mesa and our region.

I thank her for her service to our
great city.

———

GUN VIOLENCE

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, we have
been out of session for a week, and
much has happened in America. Of
course, the most dreadful thing is
Parkland, Florida, and the Douglas
High School. I shed quite a few tears
thinking about those students and
looking at the teachers who lost their
lives.

The system failed. The FBI failed to
follow up. Apparently, the sheriff’s de-
partment failed to follow up. Mr.
Speaker, our President failed because
he failed to see the problem that we
have in this country is not giving
teachers guns, but giving teachers
more respect and giving them more
counselors and giving them more aid to
be able to teach. He failed to see that
the problem is not just in schools,
where it is so important and there have
been shootings and killings, but there
are killings in Texas churches and in
Las Vegas concerts, and by people over
21 years of age.

Banning bump stocks, which was the
response to Las Vegas, is right and
good and needs to be done by law to be
done legally. Banning assault weapons
being purchased by under 21-year-olds
is good, but we need to ban assault
weapons for everybody, for the 58 vic-
tims in Las Vegas as well as the vic-
tims in that church in Texas—and
high-capacity magazines. We need to
let the CDC study. We need to act.

God save America and the Chamber.

————

RECESS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 4:45 p.m. today.
Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 10 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.
———
O 1647
AFTER RECESS
The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. POE of Texas) at 4 o’clock
and 47 minutes p.m.
———
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
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