February 26, 2018

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, in honor of Rare Disease Day,
I am proud to recognize Grace
Herschelman, a 6-year-old from Hillsboro, Illinois, who continues to be an
inspiration for thousands.
When Grace was 3 years old, she was
diagnosed with infantile neuraxonal
dystrophy, a neurodegenerative disease
that results in a loss of muscle
strength, movement, and the ability to
speak. At the time of her diagnosis,
there were only 10 documented cases of
INAD in the Nation, and most children
with this disease do not make it to
their 10th birthday.
Throughout her diagnosis and therapy treatment, Grace and her family
have been a source of inspiration
throughout Illinois. They have increased awareness for a rare and terminal disease and have raised more
than $175,000 for research, with donors
coming from all 50 States.
Grace and her family’s story is just
one example of why I support increased
funding for the National Institutes of
Health and legislation like the 21st
Century Cures Act. Thousands of
Americans are afflicted with rare diseases like those that afflict Grace, and
we, as a nation, must work together to
ensure better treatment, cures, and
hope that is prioritized and possible for
these patients and their families.
f

EXPANSION OF CHICAGO O’HARE
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
(Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)
Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Speaker, the city of Chicago and Chicago’s
airline carriers are finalizing their negotiations for an $8.5 billion expansion
of Chicago O’Hare International Airport. This will provide it with a stateof-the-art global terminal. This plan
will bring more tourism, more economic activity, and more jobs to the
Chicago area, while making it more
necessary than ever to complete the
Elgin O’Hare Western Access Project.
This project has won support from
every faction: Chicago and the suburbs,
Republicans and Democrats, business
and labor, and even Cubs and Sox fans.
It is clear why. Western Access would
create nearly 20,000 jobs: 7,400 in direct
construction and more than 3,000 in engineering; another 6,000 indirect jobs
would be created for equipment suppliers and contractors.
Once the project is completed, our region would realize 65,000 permanent
jobs: 44,000 in Cook County, and nearly
half that many in DuPage.
With the O’Hare of the future in development, it is time we complete
Western Access and allow our region to
reap the rewards.
f

CONGRATULATING FAIRVIEW
SOUTHDALE HOSPITAL
(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his remarks.)
Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I want
to recognize Fairview Southdale Hospital in Edina for recently receiving
the 2018 Distinguished Hospital Award
for
Clinical
Excellence
from
Healthgrades.
Fairview Southdale was also named
one of the country’s top 100 best hospitals for cardiac care, coronary intervention, and pulmonary care. Distinguished hospitals are determined and
measured by whether they achieve outstanding outcomes in at least 21 of 23
common conditions and procedures.
Patients who are treated in these
hospitals, on average, face a lower risk
of death than if they were treated in
hospitals without this designation.
These hospitals also achieve better
clinical results than 95 percent of hospitals across the country.
Mr. Speaker, the doctors, the nurses,
the staffs at Fairview do incredible
work, and I know they deserve this recognition, and we also know their patients are in good hands.
f

RECOGNIZING MONSIGNOR
WILLIAM LINDER
(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her remarks.)
Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, there are
few Americans who dedicate their lives
completely to rebuilding an inner-city
community.
Imagine a person who seeks no personal recognition but is imbued with
deep faith and a future they help guide.
Imagine their drive arising from their
mission to serve others.
One of these rare souls is Monsignor
William Linder of Newark, New Jersey,
the founder of the New Community
Corporation, which celebrates its 50th
anniversary this year. Monsignor
Linder’s adult life is a powerful and
pioneering example of a modern wise
man who planted a church in the public
square to transform America.
As a young priest in the 1960s, he was
assigned to Newark’s Central Ward
amidst riots and racial tension. This
was a divisive and uncertain time, yet
he took it upon himself to walk hand
in hand with the people of Newark who
desperately needed someone to believe
in them and inspire a better way forward.
Linder listened to the people, and together they organized for affordable
housing, civil rights, and a better way
of life for all. His determination and
boundless faith helped New Community
achieve major revitalization.
Without question, New Community
provides a reliable blueprint for rebuilding America’s most neglected
spaces. America is blessed, indeed,
humbled, and filled with gratitude for
Linder’s life of service.
Thank you, Monsignor Linder. You
are a good and faithful servant and living example of the commitment real
progress requires.
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DENICE MIRACLE—AMERICAN AIRLINES EMPLOYEE TO THE RESCUE
(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, New
York City lights, modeling, and starring in music videos sounds like a
script from a movie. So when two
young girls met a man they knew as
‘‘Drey’’ on Instagram, they thought
they had their ticket to the spotlight.
Little did they know they were about
to be victims of human sex trafficking.
The 15- and 17-year-old girls headed
to the airport, ready to check into
their American Airlines flight. Denice
Miracle, however, was working the
American Airlines ticket counter when
the girls approached. She noticed that
the teenagers looked nervous. They
had too many bags, no adult was with
them, and they had one-way, first-class
tickets.
Denise’s training kicked in, recognizing the red flags of human trafficking. She immediately alerted law
enforcement, and they came to the rescue. Thankfully, this story ends with
both girls returning home safely. They
were not trafficked into the scourge of
human slavery, in large part, because
of Denice, who saw something and said
something.
We thank people like Denise Miracle
for their work, for their personal involvement in rescuing these two girls
from evil.
And that is just the way it is.
f

CONGRESS MUST CONTINUE TO
WORK TO PROTECT DREAMERS
(Mr. ESPAILLAT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
Mr. ESPAILLAT. Mr. Speaker, earlier today, the Supreme Court rejected
the Trump administration’s appeal to
leapfrog the judicial system in an attempt to end DACA. Today’s decision
is a victory for Dreamers and the entire Nation. But our work in Congress
must continue until we pass the Dream
Act to protect Dreamers once and for
all.
This decision tells us what we have
already known all along, that ending
DACA would be detrimental to our
community and for our economy. With
the loss of revenue, if we end DACA, it
means that critical public programs
like Social Security and Medicaid will
take a big hit. We know that the
Dreamers will bring in $460 billion in
economic output over a decade.
Dreamers are our sisters, our brothers, our cousins. They are owners of
grocery stores, taxi drivers, members
of our Armed Forces. We cannot afford
to sit idly by. Mr. Speaker, I urge you
to bring a clean Dream Act to the
floor.
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CONGRATULATING REMEDIOS DIAZ
OLIVER
(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to congratulate Remedios Diaz Oliver, a prominent member of our south
Florida community, on her retirement
from All American Containers.
Remedios is a powerhouse. Along
with her husband, Fausto, she established All American Containers, a multimillion-dollar business, a bottling
company in Miami that serves corporations worldwide. Her son, Fausto, Jr.;
her daughter, Rosie; and her grandchildren, Jackie and Fausto III, also
work in the family business.
Like me, Remedios was forced to flee
the Castro regime in communist Cuba,
and she has been an unstoppable commitment of force for the island’s freedom.
Remedios has been a trusted adviser
to Presidents, to Senators, and to
Members of Congress on the issue of
her native homeland. And her advocacy
in charitable events is second to none.
Remedios has been a leader in the
American Cancer Society, raising funds
and awareness to assist those stricken
with this terrible disease.
While Remedios may be retiring from
All American Containers, she is not retiring from our community, and I look
forward to her next endeavor.
I love you so much, my friend. Te
quiero mucho, amiga mia. Thank you.
Felicidades to Remedios.

RECOGNIZING MAJOR SANDRA
STOQUERT
(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her remarks.)
Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Major Sandra
Stoquert of Camden, New York, an outstanding member of our community.
Major Stoquert recently took command of the 109th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron at the New York Air
National Guard’s 109th Airlift Wing,
based out of Stratton Air National
Guard Base in Scotia, New York.
Major Stoquert joined the New York
Air National Guard in 1996, after serving in both the Army and the Navy Reserves. In 2004, she was commissioned
as an officer and since then has served
in Iraq at Balad Air Base and was deployed to New Orleans in 2005, to assist
in the response to Hurricane Katrina.
Since returning to upstate New York,
Major Stoquert has remained active in
the community. In 2013, she was named
the public affairs officer for the 174th
Attack Wing based out of Syracuse,
New York. She served as a school counselor at Adirondack Central School
District in Boonville, New York, as
well as on the board for the Central
New York Veteran’s Outreach Center
in Utica.
I would like to take this time to
thank Major Stoquert for her years of
service to our country and community.
She is an inspiration to all and a wonderful community leader.

f

THE IMPORTANCE OF CLEAN
DRINKING WATER
(Mr. TONKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his remarks.)
Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, America
loses 7 billion gallons of clean drinking
water every single day through broken
pipes and leaking pipes. Flowing
through those pipes, water, yes, but
also dollars, tax dollars, to purify the
water and treat it. Eighty-six percent
of our households depend on public
drinking water, and these systems are
failing. I have seen my share of corroded pipes and broken pumps over the
years. I have seen communities and
businesses suffer from a water main
break, which happens 700 times a day
across America.
Last week, I visited systems in Rotterdam, Amsterdam, Rensselaer, East
Greenbush, and Castleton-on-Hudson in
my district. I visited that legendary
baby food maker, Beech-Nut, in Montgomery County, New York, which requires 275,000 gallons of water per day.
The message is clear: we must invest
in our public water systems to protect
our public health and to support our
local businesses. We have a bipartisan
bill, H.R. 3387, that has passed through
committee and now awaits a vote by
the full House. It would deliver critical

b 1930
GUN VIOLENCE
(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, although many in my constituency are
still recovering from Hurricane Harvey—and I wear a ‘‘Houston Strong’’
pin—we are working on getting housing rebuilt and seniors back in their
homes, I can tell you that, throughout
my district, as I was there this past
week, they spoke in quiet tones about
Douglas, the high school, and the tragedy in Florida.
And none of them seemed to agree—
and, in particular, young men, who I
will talk about in the Congressional
Black Caucus Special Order on guns.
None of them seemed to agree to arming teachers. All of them had ideas
about gun violence and handguns, as
well as weapons of war. And I believe
the young people should be listened to,
and we should not leave until we do
constructive, sensible gun safety legislation, and it should be done now.
I ask the American people to rise up
and speak in tones of nonpartisanship,
bipartisanship, to save and secure our
children and our teachers.
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funding to State and local governments
to get this big job started.
Whether you are a Republican, Democrat, or Independent, every life and
every job depends on access to safe
drinking water. This is the kind of infrastructure plan we need. Let’s get
this job done.
f

HONORING THE LIFE OF STACEE
ETCHEBER
(Mr. KIHUEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his remarks.)
Mr. KIHUEN. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to remember the life of Stacee
Etcheber. She attended the Route 91
festival in Las Vegas on October 1.
I would like to read a poem written
for Stacee by a friend:
I am strong, and I am blessed because the
strength of the animal beneath me
multiplies my own strength, so I am
able to stand and support my family
and friends.
I am joyful, and I am blessed because the
gentle wind that rushes by my face as
I rid with abandon spreads my smile
and my joy far and wide.
I am loyal, and I am blessed because the loyalty of a horse transcends words, embraces my soul, and flows out to encompass everything in my world.
I am filled with love, and I am blessed because the trusting love between human
and horse is a love that radiates from
my heart and settles protectively on
those who join me in my journey.
I am a cowgirl, and the blessings of
partnering with a horse are reflected in
the strength, the joy, the loyalty, and
the love that I am able to share with
everyone whose path crosses mine.
I am blessed to be a cowgirl.
f

RECOGNIZING THE LEGACY OF
GWEN YORK
(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the legacy of Gwen
York, who dedicated her life to advancing the goals of the Transport Workers
Union and the Texas AFL–CIO.
Gwen was born December 27, 1956.
Soon after her birthday, she located to
Garland, which is just outside of Dallas, where she would spend much of her
life. She graduated from South Garland
High School and attended the University of Texas at Austin and later went
on to join Southwest Airlines in 1980. It
was a job that she loved dearly and put
everything into.
She later returned to school and
graduated from the National Labor
College in 2006. And for the past 10
years, Gwen continued her passion for
making sure that people could have a
good life, particularly those at the
Transport Workers Union. She was
loyal
and
dedicated.
She
was
everybody’s advocate and friend.
I checked my last text to Gwen, and
it was trying to get her to advocate for
me and give me some advice on something. She was just that type of person.
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