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She was always very busy with her 
work, but she always made time to 
mentor people, especially a lot of the 
young women who were also part of the 
labor movement. 

Gwen left us far too soon, and it was 
very tragic in how she did, but I want 
all of her friends and family out there 
to know just what a big impact that 
she made on this world and for the 
State of Texas and for workers every-
where. 

She is survived by her husband, Mark 
York; her daughter, Alyson Reed; and 
her sister, Wanda Goode. 
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URGING THE RELEASE OF IMPRIS-
ONED JOURNALISTS IN BURMA 

(Ms. MCCOLLUM asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to urge the immediate release of two 
Reuters journalists, Wa Lone and Kyaw 
Soe Oo, who have been imprisoned in 
Burma for their fearless reporting on 
the atrocities being perpetrated 
against the Rohingya. 

The ethnic cleansing of the Rohingya 
shocked the conscience of the world in 
part because of the important public 
testimony gathered by these two jour-
nalists. In December, these journalists 
were invited to meet with the police, 
they were handed documents by offi-
cers they had never met before, and 
then they were immediately arrested 
under an obscure colonial-era law. The 
arrest of these journalists and the Bur-
mese Government’s refusal to grant 
them bail is highly irregular. It seems 
obvious that the only purpose of their 
continued detention is to chill the 
independent media in Burma. 

Mr. Speaker, a free press is essential 
to a democratic society. I join the 
State Department and governments 
around the world urging Burma to re-
lease these journalists immediately 
and to allow them to reunite with their 
families and to return to their impor-
tant work. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to urge the immediate 
release of two Reuters journalists—Wa Lone 
and Kyaw Soe Oo—who have been impris-
oned Burma for their fearless reporting on the 
atrocities being perpetrated against the 
Rohingya. 

The ethnic cleansing of the Rohingya has 
shocked the conscience of the world, in part 
because of the important public testimony 
gathered by these two journalists. 

In December, Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo 
were invited to meet with police officers in 
Yangon, were handed documents by two po-
lice officers they had never met before, and 
then were immediately arrested for allegedly 
breaching Burma’s Official Secrets Act, a little- 
used colonial era law on government secrecy. 

The arrest of these journalists and the Bur-
mese government’s refusal to grant them bail 
is highly irregular. It seems obvious that the 
only purpose of their continued detention is to 
chill the independent media in Burma. 

I visited Burma and Bangladesh as part of 
a Congressional delegation in November, and 

it was clear to me that the urgent humanitarian 
crisis in the region needs more attention from 
the media and the public—not less. 

Despite their ongoing detention, the two 
journalists agreed to Reuters publication this 
month of their special report detailing the role 
of the military and Rakhine Buddhists in these 
atrocities. I salute these journalists for their 
willingness to bravely support the truth despite 
the personal risks to them. 

Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo are both ethnic 
Buddhists who grew up in Sittwe, the capital 
of Rakhine state. Their work on the ethnic 
cleansing and humanitarian crisis has won a 
joint honorable mention from the Society of 
Publishers in Asia. Additionally, Wa Lone has 
written an acclaimed children’s book and co- 
founded a charity that promotes tolerance be-
tween different ethnic groups. 

Government officials, including Secretary of 
State Rex Tillerson and United Nations Am-
bassador Nikki Haley have called for the jour-
nalists’ release. Top United Nations officials, 
as well as the leaders of many nations—in-
cluding Canada and the United Kingdom— 
have also urged their release. 

Mr. Speaker, a free press is essential to a 
democratic society. I join the State Depart-
ment and governments around the world urg-
ing Burma to release Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe 
Oo immediately and allow them to reunite with 
their families and resume their vital work. 
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GUN VIOLENCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BACON). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2017, the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
EVANS) is recognized for 60 minutes as 
the designee of the minority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members have 5 
legislative days to revise and extend 
their remarks and to include extra-
neous material on the subject of my 
Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, it is with 

great honor that I rise today to anchor 
the CBC Special Order. I would like to 
thank CBC Chairman CEDRIC RICHMOND 
for his leadership in this effort. Chair-
man RICHMOND has been leading this ef-
fort and raising the question about 
when the President said what do we 
have to lose. The chairman indicated 
that we have a lot to lose. 

So for the next 60 minutes, we have 
an opportunity to speak directly to the 
American people about issues of great 
importance to the Congressional Black 
Caucus and the millions of constitu-
ents we represent. Tonight’s Special 
Order is about gun violence. I thank 
my colleagues for joining me here 
today to speak about the national epi-
demic of gun violence, an important 
topic to us all. 

The Black community is at a critical 
time because we have a lot to lose be-
cause too many of our neighbors, un-
fortunately, have been subject to gun 
violence at a consistent rate, a crime 

which often goes unpunished because of 
unreliable witnesses. 

On February 14, this Nation once 
again witnessed a horrific tragedy that 
took place at a high school in Florida. 
Seventeen lives were taken at the 
hands of a gunman with way too much 
firepower. The horror and tragedy that 
shook the Florida high school should 
be an unimaginable event in our coun-
try. Yet, tragically, our Nation has lost 
too many loved ones at the hands of 
gun violence, to the point where we 
often see the same reaction: hand 
wringing, blaming going around, but 
nothing being done to stop the vio-
lence. 

The city of Philadelphia knows all 
too well the lives we have lost at the 
hands of gun violence. In 2017, we saw 
the city experience its largest homi-
cide epidemic since 2012. There were 
over 370 homicides in Philadelphia, ac-
cording to the data from the Philadel-
phia Police Department. 

And with the continuing scourge of 
gun violence in Philadelphia, last year 
I hand-delivered a letter to Pennsyl-
vania Attorney General Josh Shapiro 
outlining our Commonwealth’s need to 
use all resources possible to advocate 
for commonsense gun reform. Since I 
handed that letter to the Common-
wealth’s attorney general, we have had 
more heartbreaks in America, includ-
ing the unspeakable tragedy at a 
church, a place of worship and refuge, 
in Texas, and the mass shooting in Las 
Vegas. 

Mr. Speaker, there is a gentleman 
who is our leader from our Caucus who 
will speak to this issue. He knows an 
awful lot about it. I have watched him 
in the short period of time I have been 
here: the Honorable JAMES CLYBURN 
from the Sixth District. 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Representative EVANS for yielding to 
me. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly represent the 
Sixth Congressional District of South 
Carolina in this august body. This past 
week, I spent a significant amount of 
time throughout the district meeting 
with faith leaders as well as other com-
munity-based organizations. And one 
of the things I kept hearing came from 
people who are particularly interested 
in whether or not this Congress will do 
anything to respond to this horrific 
problem that we have with guns. 

Of all the things that I find myself 
talking about, the one thing that both-
ers me most is the fact that we seem to 
be no longer safe in our most sacred in-
stitutions. 

I often quote Alexis de Tocqueville, 
who came to this country way back in 
the early 1800s seeking what he called 
the magic of this great country. He 
said that he went throughout the coun-
try looking at our institutions—edu-
cational institutions, legislative bod-
ies—trying to find the magic of this 
great country. Alexis de Tocqueville 
said that he could not find it in any of 
these places. He said that it was not 
until he went into our churches and 
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