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Of course, if there is somebody at a
gun show who is not having a back-
ground check and they are selling more
than one weapon there, there is a good
chance they are committing a crime. It
is not a loophole at a gun show. Any-
body that is there selling guns needs to
have the background check done, and
they do. And you can’t get the gun
until it has gone through a proper
background check, and you get it from
someone who ensures that everything
is followed.

I had won a gun at an auction some—
I have heard some people say, yeah, we
have got to stop that, too, getting a
gun at an auction. I had to go through
the background check. I had to pick it
up at a store. I felt sorry for the store.

But there are stores that sell guns
that are constantly having to clear
somebody who bought it online, be-
cause you cannot pick up that gun
until the background check is done,
and you go to someone who has ensured
the background check is done and then
get the weapon. So that seems to be
something we could do.

And then we were talking to some of
our Freedom Caucus tonight, and un-
like the no-fly list, where the Obama
administration would not tell us how
you got on it and would not give us any
idea of how you appeal, how you get
off—we would plead for some people
who were law-abiding and shouldn’t
have been on there. Sometimes they
get off; sometimes they don’t.

But we, as Congress, House and Sen-
ate, need to pass a bill that sets up a
due process where, if you are on the no-
fly list, you can appeal and get off. We
ought to make it where, if you had
been guilty of assaults, whether in
school or in the home, as Nikolas Cruz
was, or whether it is in public, that
ought to prevent you from getting a
gun.

Of course, domestic situations,
things often get so heated. I have seen
terrible charges alleged against a fa-
ther or mother during the course of a
divorce, and that is something the
State legislature could deal with. If it
involves some Federal entity, it is
something that we can deal with and
say this is how you could appeal and
get an unjust decision blocking a gun
purchase.

But we also know that those people
who say, hey, there have been 3 million
or so people who shouldn’t buy guns
who have been blocked from buying
guns, well, they don’t know the rest of
the story. The rest of the story is there
aren’t but just a few dozen people who
get prosecuted out of 3 million.

Someone told me yesterday it was
only a few dozen of the 3 million who
are ever prosecuted for improperly fil-
ing for a gun. There may have been 3
million people denied, but it turns out
there were mistakes because of the
ways in which the names are checked.

Do you really want to get to the bot-
tom line, Mr. Speaker?

John Adams was President in 1798.
Some of these very issues kept coming
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up. The people who founded this coun-
try, they were better read than most
students are today even after college.
And even those who didn’t believe the
Bible, they quoted it.

In fact, in this very room and in the
room right down the hall where the
United States House of Representatives
met for the majority of the 1800s, the
Bible, during sessions, was the most
quoted book in our history. In here, in
that room, in the Senate down the hall,
the Old Senate, the current Senate, the
Bible is the most quoted book in our
history, and there would seem to be
good reason.

Within the Bible, itself, you find the
words:

For the Word of God is living and powerful
and sharper than any two-edged sword, pierc-
ing even to the division of soul and spirit. It
is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of
the heart.

But John Adams was President after
two terms under President George
Washington, under our current Con-
stitution. He knew precisely what the
Constitution said. He knew how it had
come about. He was Vice President,
President of the Senate when the Bill
of Rights was created. He was part of
that process.

Yet John Adams explained, President
John Adams explained, in 1798, the bot-
tom line, that people in this country
have got to understand, if we are going
to address the kind of violence that has
sparked around this country. John
Adams explained it. His words were
more than prescient. They are perpet-
ually true as long as we are operating
under this Constitution.

As he said, knowing, having read
many times every word of the Con-
stitution, the Bill of Rights, having
helped generate this Bill of Rights, he
knew what they were. But he said:

Our Constitution was made only for a
moral and religious people. It is wholly inad-
equate to the government of any other.

You want to know where the answer
is? If people are going to be safe in
America, we have a choice. We either
start anew, teaching morality, teach-
ing that there is a right or wrong, that
not everything is relative, and even if
those who don’t believe there is a God
don’t want to hear about it, it is okay
to talk about God. You don’t have to
believe it.

Look at Jefferson’s words. He made
clear—of course, it always amazed me
how he could put the biggest grievance
in the original declaration against
King George was ever allowing slavery.
So on the one hand, he could see the
problems created for America by ever
allowing the inhumanity of man to
man, but he talked about the best hope
being the teaching of Jesus, that we
should be teaching, the best hope for
America.

But if we are going to be safe, we
have got to teach morality, encourage
religion, not force secular humanism,
hedonism on America. It is okay to
talk about it. It is okay to teach about
it.
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In fact, the studies I saw as a felony
judge repeatedly indicated the best
hope of cutting recidivism of criminals
is if they go through an intensive
Christian Bible study in prison. So
afraid of talking about the Bible, so
afraid of talking about Christianity.

There is no official religion in this
country, but, as the Supreme Court
said at the end of the 19th century, this
is a Christian nation. Not everybody
was Christian, of course, but it was
founded on Judeo-Christian beliefs. It
was founded on the Bible. And that is
the reason Moses’ full face is up there
in the middle, because he was felt to be
the best lawgiver in the history of the
world. Obviously, the Supreme Court
doesn’t think so much anymore.

We have a choice: teach morality, en-
courage religion, or, in order to be safe,
we have got to give up the Second
Amendment. We have already given up
parts of the Second Amendment in a
part of it. We have given up part of our
freedom of assembly. We have given up
part of our freedom of speech. We have
given up a big hunk of freedom of reli-
gion, because this Constitution was
only meant to govern a moral and reli-
gious people. And unless we are willing
to start teaching morality again, we
have no hope of being safe under the
current Constitution.

I pray to God, and prayers can work.
God will hear from Heaven. I pray to
God that people will wake up and we
won’t have to discharge different parts
of our constitutional rights in order to
remain safe.

I look at the interior of this Bible
that belonged to my uncle. It is a New
Testament. On the front, engraved in
the middle ‘“‘May the Lord be with
you.”” He had it in World War II.

But inside, at the top, it says: ‘““The
White House, Washington. As Com-
mander-in-Chief, I take pleasure in
commending the reading of the Bible
to all who serve in the Armed Forces of
the United States. Throughout the cen-
turies, men of many faiths and diverse
origins have found in the Sacred Book
words of wisdom, counsel, and inspira-
tion. It is a fountain of strength and
now, as always, an aid in attaining the
highest aspirations of the human
soul”—signed, Franklin D. Roosevelt.

That is not a mistake that President
Roosevelt made. It needs to be one we
don’t make either.

I yield back the balance of my time.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 59 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, February 27, 2018, at 10 a.m. for
morning-hour debate.

————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.
Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:
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