E230

KYLIE POWERS EARNS SILVER
MEDAL AT 6A SWIMMING FINALS

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 27, 2018

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Kylie Powers, of Ridge Point
High School for earning a silver medal in the
6A 100-yard breaststroke.

Powers finished an impressive high school
swimming career with a 100-yard breaststroke
silver medal with a time of 1:01.15. She is a
signee at Texas A&M. Her accomplishments
in the pool have made her family and our Mis-
souri City community proud.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to Kylie Powers. We look forward to seeing
what she will accomplish in the future.

——————

TRIBUTE TO CORPORAL MUJAHID
RAMZZIDDIN

HON. STENY H. HOYER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 27, 2018

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, on Friday | at-
tended the funeral of a hero. Prince George’s
County lost a dedicated Corporal last Wednes-
day, who was shot and killed while off duty but
stil  doing his duty. Corporal Mujahid
Ramzziddin, a fourteen-year veteran of the
force, stepped in to protect a neighbor from an
abusive spouse. As Chief Hank Stawinski
said: ‘He saved her life by giving his own.” He
is the thirtieth Prince George’s County police
officer to die in the line of duty. Corporal
Ramzziddin’s courage is an example of the
kind of devotion to duty that our law enforce-
ment officers in Prince George’s County and
across Maryland and the United States dem-
onstrate each day they serve.

At the funeral in Lanham, | joined state and
county officials in comforting Corporal
Ramzziddin’s wife Tammi and his four children
as they paid their final tributes to him and laid
him to rest according to traditional Muslim
rites. | was honored to present Tammi with a
flag flown over the U.S. Capitol in memory of
her husband, and | was deeply moved by the
outpouring of support and love from the com-
munity to the Ramzziddin family. They are in
my thoughts at this difficult time, as is Cor-
poral Ramzziddin’ s heroic example.

Corporal Ramzziddin was not only a dedi-
cated law enforcement officer; he was also a
volunteer in the community. He served in sev-
eral ways with the Nation’s Mosque, including
as a leader for its Boy Scout Troop 1517, on
its safety and security committee, and with the
men’s group that engaged in neighborhood lit-
ter removal projects. Corporal Ramzziddin was
a man of faith and service, a patriot and a
hero to his community. It surprised no one
who knew him that he gave his life while trying
to protect someone else.

| hope all of my colleagues in this House
will join me in paying tribute to Corporal
Mujahid Ramzziddin for his life of service and
his ultimate sacrifice protecting the people of
Prince George’s County, Maryland.
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HONORING HENRY LUCKETT
HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 27, 2018

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor an intuitive and self-
motivated man, Mr. Henry Luckett.

Mr. Henry Luckett was born and raised in
Canton, MS, to Hemy and Lucille Luckett. He
is the second of six children born. His parents
instilled in him at an early age, that if you want
to be a productive citizen you must take edu-
cation seriously, work hard , and never make
excuses.

Mr. Luckett has lived in Holmes County
since 1982. His family and faith are very im-
portant. He’'s married to Mrs. Charlie M.
Luckett and they are the proud parents of four
children.

Mr. Luckett currently serves as Chancery
Clerk of Holmes County since January 2012.
He is an active member of: Holmes County
School and Community, serving as a Charter
member of Leadership Holmes since 1993;
Board of Directors of Holmes County Cham-
bers of Commerce, (2002—2008), as President
(2008-2010); and he was President of the Wil-
liam Sullivan School PTA from 2005 to 2010.
He currently serves as a member of thoard of
the State PTA of Mississippi. to

Mr. Luckett received a B.A. in Business Ad-
ministration from Fisk University in Nashville,
Tenn., in 1974. He has 26 years of public
service with the Depatiment of Human Serv-
ices (1982-2008), and served as County Di-
rector of Holmes County from 1992 to 2008.
During this Administration, he was a member
of the Six Million Dollar Club, which were
counties who were issued six million dollars or
more annually in food stamps benefits. Only
twenty-five States had that distinction. Being
one among the National Six Million Dollar Club
members Holmes County received numerous
awards from the USDA for exceptional man-
agement of the program. As Director he al-
ways made sure that everyone was treated
with respect and those eligible received their
benefits in a timely manner.

Mr. Luckett previously served as Project Di-
rector for the Mississippi Parent Information
Resource Center Program for the Community
Students Learning Center. The Program
serves parents of Title 1 students Statewide
with information, resources, and training that
supports student achievement. Continuing with
the support of the community and his involve-
ment with Holmes County Students, the pro-
gram provides summer employment to the stu-
dents which teaches them professional work
ethics and preparation for future leadership.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Mr. Henry Luckett for his desire
for continued excellence in his community.

SERBIA AND AMERICA
HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, February 27, 2018

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it is a dis-
tinct honor for me to talk about the great rela-
tionship we have with Serbia as co-chair of
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the Congressional Serbia Caucus along with
my friend EMANUEL CLEAVER (D-MO).

Serbia is a great friend of the United States.

As a Texan, | have great admiration for the
people of Serbia. Our strong opinions and
habit to speak our minds make us natural al-
lies.

In fact, one of the first people to settle
Texas was a Serbian named Dorde Sagic, or
George Fischer as he was known in the U.S.

After settling in Texas, Sagic went on to be-
come a justice of the peace in my hometown
of Houston, Texas.

But Serbia has contributed much more to
the cause of justice than just Mr. Sagic keep-
ing the early streets of Houston safe.

Today we honor the service of Serbia’s
armed forces who have fought side-by-side
with Americans to preserve justice during his-
tory’s most horrific conflicts.

In 1918, President Woodrow Wilson gave a
speech marking the fourth anniversary of Aus-
tria-Hungary’s invasion of Serbia. Speaking of
the bravery of the Serbian armed forces,
President Wilson said:

“Nobly did they respond. So valiantly and
courageous did they oppose the forces of a
country ten times greater in population and re-
sources . . . While their territory has been
devastated and their homes despoiled, the
spirit of the Serbian people has not been bro-
ken.”

As a Texan, | admire such defiance against
overwhelming odds.

Like President Wilson, | am proud to share
the stories of Serbia’s bravery here in Wash-
ington.

| believe the most meaningful for Americans
is the story of the Halyard Mission during the
dark days of the Second World War.

While under Nazi-occupation, the Serbian
people demonstrated their bravery as they
played a crucial role in the largest rescue op-
eration of American airmen in history.

In 1944, American bombers were flying fre-
quent missions to strike Germany’s vital oil
supplies in Romania as part of the allied ad-
vance into Europe.

The 15th Air Force led this effort by launch-
ing nearly 20,000 sorties into Eastern Europe,
with many of the missions flying over Nazi-oc-
cupied Yugoslavia. As many as 1,500 pilots
and airmen were shot down during these cou-
rageous air raids.

Serbians, who had been resisting German
forces since 1941, risked their own lives to
rescue American aircrews and hide them from
patrolling Nazis.

For months these brave and noble Serbians
cared for and protected American and allied
pilots.

By August 1944, the allied forces, including
the 15th Air Force and Office of Strategic
Services, devised a daring operation to evac-
uate the hundreds of allied pilots being shel-
tered by the Serbian resistance.

American aircraft flew into enemy territory
and evacuated these airmen from an air field
built and protected by local Serbians near the
village of Pranjani.

For over 60 years this operation was kept
secret. But now we can remember the cour-
age of our Serbian friends and say thank you.

The spirit of the Halyard mission still lives
on today as a remarkable story of resistance
and heroism.

As was the case in both World Wars, Serbia
and the U.S. still face shared threats.
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About 600 foreign fighters in Syria have
come from the Balkan states. ISIS and al-
Qaeda terrorists present a threat to Serbia
and the region just as they present a threat to
the U.S.

We must continue coordinating with our Ser-
bian partners to stop returning terrorists and
neutralize networks that recruit fighters in the
Balkans.

The U.S. is also working with Serbia to im-
prove its independent judiciary and fight cor-
ruption. A democratic Serbia with a strong rule
of law is in America’s interests.

But there are others who do not share this
goal.

Russian disinformation efforts are designed
to keep Serbia in its sphere of influence and
poison our warming friendship.

Nevertheless, Serbia’s integration to the
West has continued to move forward.

In 2006, Serbia joined NATO’s Partnership
for Peace program and, in 2015, signed an In-
dividual Partnership Action Plan with the alli-
ance to strengthen cooperation.

Recently the European Union announced
that Serbia could join the EU as early as
2025. | applaud this step which will strengthen
Belgrade’s political institutions and economic
ties with the west.

Together we share the same dreams of a
bright and free future for both our countries.

We are blessed to have brave men and
women that ensure our futures are bright and
free.

| want to thank the Serbian armed forces for
standing with America in the wars of the past
and in the challenges we will face together in
the future.

And that’s just the way it is.

JACK ARMSTRONG BREAKS CLASS
5A SWIMMING RECORD

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 27, 2018

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Jack Armstrong, of Manvel High
School, for earning a pair of gold medals at
the Class 5A Swimming and Diving meet in
Austin.

Armstrong broke the 5A record with a time
of 44.57 seconds in the 100 free in the pre-
liminary round on Friday. On Saturday, he
won both the 50 and 100 free events. His ac-
complishments in the pool have made his fam-
ily and our Manvel community proud.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to Jack Armstrong. We look forward to seeing
what he will accomplish in the future. Hoka
Hey.

RECOGNIZING THE BENEVOLENT
AND PROTECTIVE ORDER OF
THE ELKS OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA

HON. J. LUIS CORREA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 27, 2018

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Benevolent and Protective
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Order of the Elks of the United States of
America on their One-hundred fiftieth Anniver-
sary for their outstanding and unparalleled
service to the United States.

The Elks started their charitable organiza-
tion on February 16th, 1868. Since then they
have grown nationwide creating and advo-
cating for different services to our communities
by advocating their mission to include the prin-
ciples of charity, justice, brotherly love and fi-
delity; to recognize a belief in God; to promote
the welfare and enhance the happiness of its
Members; to quicken the spirit of American
patriotism; to cultivate good fellowship; to per-
petuate itself as a fraternal organization, and
to provide for its government.

The Elks are committed to America’s Prom-
ise, an alliance of organizations building a bet-
ter future for our youth through our Scholar-
ship Program, the Hoop Shoot free throw pro-
gram, and our Drug Awareness Program.

The Elks have pledged NOT to forget our
nation’s veterans . Each year we visit VA
Medical Centers, Outpatient Clinics and State
Veterans Homes providing companionship and
enhancing their level of comfort.

The Elks also adopt by state its own chari-
table project. These include summer camps
for children with disabilities or who are finan-
cially disadvantaged; in-home treatment for
people with disabilities; children’s hospitals;
cancer research; and providing safe, tem-
porary heavens for abused families.

Mr. Speaker, The Order of the Elks have
become cornerstones in their individual com-
munities all throughout the United States.
These lodges are a source of knowledge, ex-
pertise and leadership for our communities,
and | once again congratulate them on their
momentous milestone.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 27, 2018

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, on
February 26, 2018, | missed a series of Roll
Call votes. Had | been present, | would have
voted YEA on No. 81 and 82.

——————

TAX REFORM WORKS
HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 27, 2018

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, last year,
Congress passed landmark legislation, the
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act.

This legislation cuts taxes in every income
group.

Now, Texans are seeing the impact of this
pro-family, pro-growth tax reform.

And so are the employees of Insperity.

In 1986, Insperity launched with litle more
than a 600 square foot home office and two
employees in Texas’s Second Congressional
District.

But the small startup quickly began growing,
eventually turning into one of the largest HR
outsourcing firms in the country.

Earlier this month the company announced
bonuses to its employees—made possible
through the U.S. tax reform act.
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The amount of the bonuses will range from
$1,000 to $4,000 per employee dependent
upon the employee’s tenure with the company.

These bonuses total approximately $9 mil-
lion and will not be awarded to the manage-
ment team and other senior leaders.

The company says: “We believe the pas-
sage of tax reform is positive news and should
provide for stronger growth of Insperity, the
small business community and the broader
U.S. economy.”

Mr. Speaker, the Democrats may call
$1,000-$4,000 “crumbs . . .”

But to the people of the Texas Second Con-
gressional District this is money that will go di-
rectly back into the pockets of a community hit
hard by Hurricane Harvey.

This extra money will help families rebuild
their homes, restore their possessions that
were ruined by the floodwaters and recover
from the devastation brought forward by the
Hurricane.

Mr. Speaker, Insperity is just one example
of the good work that this tax reform package
has done.

The latest data shows that a typical middle-
income family of four in Texas’s Second Con-
gressional District will see a Tax Cut of
$2,788.

The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act has put more
money in the pockets of employees and al-
lowed industry to grow.

And that’s just the way it is.

—————

MO’S PLACE CELEBRATES 30
YEARS

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 27, 2018

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Mo’s Place, of Katy, TX, on its
30th Anniversary.

Mo Jeloudarzadeh came to America with
only his suitcase in hand, and worked his way
through college as a dishwasher. He was later
promoted to bartender and it was during this
time that Mo fell in love with country music. In
March 1988, he opened Mo’s Place in a small
strip center in the Katy area. Mo’s passion for
serving others and his welcoming hospitality
have been the key ingredients to his success.
Last year, Mo was awarded the Pioneer
Award from the Texas Country Music Hall of
Fame for his continued support of Texas
Country music artists.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to Mo Jeloudarzadeh for celebrating 30 years
of success at Mo’s Place. We're excited to
see what the next 30 years bring.

———

HONORING CHIEF KENNETH PAR-
KINSON FOR 25 YEARS IN THE
PLATTSBURGH CITY POLICE DE-
PARTMENT

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, February 27, 2018

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Chief Kenneth Parkinson on his
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