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Whereas CTE matches employability skills
with workforce demand and provides rel-
evant academic and technical coursework
leading to industry-recognized credentials
for secondary, postsecondary, and adult
learners;

Whereas CTE affords students the oppor-
tunity to gain the knowledge, skills, and cre-
dentials needed to secure careers in growing,
high-demand fields;

Whereas secondary CTE is associated with
a lower probability of dropping out of high
school and a higher likelihood of graduating
on-time;

Whereas CTE students were significantly
more likely than non-CTE students to report
having developed problem-solving, project
completion, research, math, college applica-
tion, work-related, communication, time
management, and critical thinking skills
during high school;

Whereas, according to an American Fed-
eration of Teachers poll, 94 percent of par-
ents approve of expanding access to CTE and
other programs that prepare students for
jobs;

Whereas students at schools with highly
integrated rigorous academic and CTE pro-
grams have significantly higher achievement
in reading, mathematics, and science than
students at schools with less integrated pro-
grams; and

Whereas February 23, 2018, marks the 101st
anniversary of the signing of the Act of Feb-
ruary 23, 1917 (commonly known as the
“Smith-Hughes Vocational Education Act of
1917°) (39 Stat. 929, chapter 114), which was
the first major Federal investment in sec-
ondary CTE and laid the foundation for the
bipartisan, bicameral support for CTE that
continues as of February 2018: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates February 2018 as ‘‘Career and
Technical Education Month’ to celebrate ca-
reer and technical education across the
United States;

(2) supports the goals and ideals of Career
and Technical Education month;

(3) recognizes the importance of career and
technical education in preparing a well-edu-
cated and skilled workforce in the United
States; and

(4) encourages educators, guidance and ca-
reer development professionals, administra-
tors, and parents to promote career and
technical education as a respected option for
students.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 34—RECOGNIZING THE RICH
HISTORY, HERITAGE, AND STRA-
TEGIC IMPORTANCE OF THE RE-
PUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL IS-
LANDS AND THE MARSHALLESE
POPULATION RESIDING IN THE
UNITED STATES

Mr. BOOZMAN (for himself and Mr.
COTTON) submitted the following con-
current resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources:

S. CON. RES. 34

Whereas the Republic of the Marshall Is-
lands—

(1) is a sovereign country in free associa-
tion with the United States under the Com-
pact of Free Association between the Gov-
ernment of the United States and the Gov-
ernment of the Republic of the Marshall Is-
lands (referred to in this preamble as the
“Compact’’), approved in the Compact of
Free Association Amendments Act of 2003
(Public Law 108-188; 117 Stat. 2720), which—
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(A) is set to expire in 2023; and

(B) authorizes economic assistance,
through Federal grants and programs, to
persons in the Republic of the Marshall Is-
lands; and
(2) has full authority and responsibility

over security and defense matters relating to
the Republic of the Marshall Islands;

Whereas, under the Compact, eligible citi-
zens of the Republic of the Marshall Islands
may reside, work, and study in the United
States without a visa and may serve in the
Armed Forces of the United States;

Whereas an estimated Y3 of the population
of the Republic of the Marshall Islands has
relocated to the United States; and

Whereas Marshallese individuals who live
in the United States—

(1) offer positive economic and cultural
benefits to the communities in which those
individuals live;

(2) pay Federal and State taxes but are not
eligible for benefits under—

(A) the Medicare program established
under title XVIII of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 1395 et seq.); or

(B) the Medicaid program established
under title XIX of the Social Security Act
(42 U.S.C. 1396 et seq.); and
(3) were undercounted in the 2010 census

and, as a result, areas where those individ-
uals live are underserved by the Federal Gov-
ernment: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) commends—

(A) the rich history and heritage of the Re-
public of the Marshall Islands; and

(B) citizens of the Republic of the Marshall
Islands who live in the United States for the
contributions of those individuals to—

(i) the communities in which those individ-
uals live; and

(ii) the national defense of the United
States through their service in the Armed
Forces of the United States;

(2) recognizes—

(A) the strategic importance of the Repub-
lic of the Marshall Islands; and

(B) the importance of the upcoming re-
negotiation of the Compact of Free Associa-
tion between the Government of the United
States and the Government of the Republic
of the Marshall Islands; and

(3) encourages a continued commitment to
improve census data to better serve citizens
of the Republic of the Marshall Islands who
live in the United States.

——————

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 35—AUTHORIZING THE USE
OF EMANCIPATION HALL IN THE
CAPITOL VISITOR CENTER FOR A
CEREMONY TO PRESENT THE
CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL
COLLECTIVELY TO THE MEM-
BERS OF THE OFFICE OF STRA-
TEGIC SERVICES

Mr. WARNER (for himself and Mr.
BLUNT) submitted the following con-
current resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. CON. RES. 35

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring),

SECTION 1. USE OF EMANCIPATION HALL FOR
CEREMONY TO PRESENT THE CON-
GRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL TO THE
OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES.

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—Emancipation Hall in
the Capitol Visitor Center is authorized to be
used on March 21, 2018, for a ceremony to
present the Congressional Gold Medal collec-
tively to the members of the Office of Stra-
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tegic Services (0SS), in recognition of their
superior service and major contributions
during World War II.

(b) PREPARATIONS.—Physical preparations
for the conduct of the ceremony described in
subsection (a) shall be carried out in accord-
ance with such conditions as may be pre-
scribed by the Architect of the Capitol.

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, our Na-
tion’s ongoing success and economic
mobility depends on the skills and edu-
cation of the American workforce and
its preparedness to meet and adjust to
the demands of today’s economy. Ca-
reer and technical education (CTE)
programs are an essential component
to each student’s education, giving stu-
dents the opportunity to gain knowl-
edge, skills, and credentials needed to
secure careers in growing, high-demand
fields. Today, approximately 12 million
students are enrolled in CTE across the
country with CTE programs in thou-
sands of CTE centers, comprehensive
high schools, career academies, CTE
high schools, and community colleges.
Through applied learning, these stu-
dents obtain technical and employ-
ability skills that parallel workforce
demand.

According to the American Federa-
tion of Teachers, 94 percent of parents
approve of expanding access to CTE
and other programs that prepare stu-
dents for jobs. CTE ensures that com-
petitive and skilled workers are ready,
willing, and capable of holding jobs in
high-wage, high-skill, and in-demand
career fields. Throughout Virginia, I've
heard manufacturers express dis-
content with shortage of qualified
skilled production employees—roles
that require the instruction and train-
ing offered in CTE classrooms. It is
vital that we heighten awareness of
CTE’s role in helping the United States
to meet the very real and immediate
challenges of economic development,
student achievement, and global com-
petitiveness.

This is why today, with my Senate
CTE Caucus co-chairs Senator
PORTMAN, SENATOR BALDWIN, and Sen-
ator YOUNG and 41 colleagues in the
Senate, I am proud to introduce a bi-
partisan resolution to designate Feb-
ruary as Career and Technical Edu-
cation (CTE) month. CTE Month offers
an opportunity for students, parents,
counselors, educators and school lead-
ers to become more informed about the
educational opportunities attainable in
their communities, and acknowledge
the importance of CTE in cultivating a
skilled and well-educated workforce in
our nation.

Through formal recognition of CTE
Month through this resolution, it is
our hope that we can foster greater
support for the importance of improv-
ing access to high-quality CTE for mil-
lions of America’s students and our
country’s continued economic competi-
tiveness.
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AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I have
5 requests for committees to meet dur-
ing today’s session of the Senate. They
have the approval of the Majority and
Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, February, 27,
2018, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR AND

PENSIONS

The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor and Pensions is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, February, 27, 2018,
at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing enti-
tled ‘‘“The Opioid Crisis: The Role of
Technology and Data in Preventing
and Treating Addiction.”

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary, 27, 2018, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct
a hearing on the following nomina-
tions: Kevin Edward Moley, of Arizona,
to be an Assistant Secretary of State
(International Organization Affairs),
Josephine Olsen, of Maryland, to be Di-
rector of the Peace Corps, Erik Bethel,
of Florida, to be United States Alter-
nate Executive Director of the Inter-
national Bank for Reconstruction and
Development, and Sean Cairncross, of
Minnesota, to be Chief Executive Offi-
cer, Millennium Challenge Corpora-
tion.

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS

The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary, 27, 2018, at 2 p.m., to conduct a
joint hearing with the House Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Tuesday,
February, 27, at 2:30 p.m. to conduct a
closed hearing.

———

APPOINTMENTS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
understand appointments were made
during the adjournment of the Senate.
I ask they be stated for the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, on behalf of the majority and
minority leaders of the Senate, pursu-
ant to section 30442 of Public Law 115—
123, appoints the following as Members
of the Joint Select Committee on
Budget and Appropriations Process Re-
form: the Honorable Roy D. BLUNT of
Missouri, the Honorable DAVID A.
PERDUE, JR. of Georgia, the Honorable
JAMES P. LANKFORD of Oklahoma, the
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Honorable JONI ERNST of Iowa, the
Honorable SHELDON WHITEHOUSE of
Rhode Island, the Honorable MICHAEL
BENNET of Colorado, the Honorable
BRIAN SCHATZ of Hawaii, and the Hon-
orable MAIZE K. HIRONO of Hawaii.

The Chair, on behalf of the majority
and minority leaders of the Senate,
pursuant to section 30422 of Public Law
115-123, appoints the following as Mem-
bers of the Joint Select Committee on
Solvency of Multiemployer Pension
Plans: the Honorable ORRIN G. HATCH
of Utah (Co-Chair), the Honorable
LAMAR ALEXANDER of Tennessee, the
Honorable RoB J. PORTMAN of Ohio, the
Honorable MIKE D. CRAPO of Idaho, the
Honorable SHERROD BROWN of Ohio (Co-
Chair), the Honorable JOE MANCHIN III
of West Virginia, the Honorable HEIDI
HEITKAMP of North Dakota, and the
Honorable TINA SMITH of Minnesota.

———

APPOINTMENT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, on behalf of the majority leader,
pursuant to Public Law 106-567, the In-
telligence Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2001, appoints the following indi-
vidual to serve as a member of the Pub-
lic Interest Declassification Board:
Alissa M. Starzak of the District of Co-
lumbia.

———

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—S. 2464

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
understand there is a bill at the desk,
and I ask for its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
first time.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 2464) to improve border security
and to provide conditional provision resi-
dence to certain long-term residents who en-
tered the United States as children.

Mr. McCONNELL. I now ask for a
second reading and, in order to place
the bill on the calendar under the pro-
visions of rule XIV, I object to my own
request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bill will be
read for the second time on the next
legislative day.

———————

NATIONAL SPEECH AND DEBATE
EDUCATION DAY

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 415, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 415) designating
March 2, 2018, as ‘‘National Speech and De-
bate Education Day.”’

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.
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Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table with no intervening action or
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

415) was

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF CAREER AND TECH-
NICAL EDUCATION MONTH

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 416, submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 416) supporting the
goals and ideals of Career and Technical
Education Month.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. I further ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

———

AUTHORIZING USE OF
EMANCIPATION HALL

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Con. Res. 35, submitted ear-
lier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 35)
authorizing the use of Emancipation Hall in
the Capitol Visitor Center for a ceremony to
present the Congressional Gold Medal collec-
tively to the members of the Office of Stra-
tegic Services.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
further ask unanimous consent that
the concurrent resolution be agreed to
and the motion to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table with
no intervening action or debate.

416) was
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