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House of Representatives 
The House met at noon and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. WEBER of Texas). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
March 5, 2018. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable RANDY K. 
WEBER, Sr. to act as speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 8, 2018, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties. All time shall be 
equally allocated between the parties, 
and in no event shall debate continue 
beyond 1:50 p.m. Each Member, other 
than the majority and minority leaders 
and the minority whip, shall be limited 
to 5 minutes. 

f 

AMERICAN ENERGY 
INDEPENDENCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to bring attention to progress on 
a critical nationwide initiative: Amer-
ican energy independence. Energy is a 
bedrock industry of the American eco-
nomic machine. Energy fosters innova-
tion and has seen substantial leaps in 
efficiency, which have led to a dra-
matic expansion in scale. 

To highlight the important progress 
our oil and gas producers have 

achieved, we need to look no further 
than my home State of Kansas, even 
just to think back to my childhood 
being raised up in Butler County, Kan-
sas, which, during World War I, was the 
world’s largest producer of oil. 

Kansas has long been known for our 
production in agriculture and aviation. 
It is the spirit of innovation that has 
pushed Kansans to utilize their vast 
and diverse energy opportunities. The 
Wheat State is, in fact, a top-10 State 
for crude oil production and has the 
Hugoton gas area, one of the top-pro-
ducing natural gas fields in the United 
States. 

These factors give Kansas the oppor-
tunity to be a leader in the national ef-
fort to eliminate our dependence on 
foreign oil. In fact, American energy 
exports now compete with Middle East 
oil for buyers in Asia. Daily trading 
volumes of U.S. oil futures contracts 
have more than doubled in the past 
decade. 

I was reminded of the size of the ex-
port opportunity this past week when I 
was in Mexico City in NAFTA discus-
sions. With improved delivery systems 
and more efficient extraction methods, 
the United States is now exporting 
more than 1.7 million barrels of crude 
oil each day, with an increase of 11 per-
cent expected by 2019. The economic 
impacts of increased United States out-
put are encouraging to everyone in the 
industry who has fought through tough 
times with low crude oil prices. 

This expansion has shaved our Na-
tion’s oil imports by 20 percent over 
the past decade and provided 21st cen-
tury careers in rural communities. 
Since the 2008 peak, we have lowered 
consumer prices for domestic gasoline 
by 37 percent. 

Just a few short years ago, no one 
would have imagined the United States 
could have increased production of oil 
and natural gas while still cutting 
greenhouse gas emissions, which are 
now near 25-year lows, yet we have. 

These advancements are evidence of 
the ingenuity of our producers. Fur-
ther, they show that we have balanced 
energy production and environmental 
stewardship. 

For the first time in generations, 
American energy policy is focusing on 
domestic production, global leadership, 
and economic opportunity. And that is 
something worth recognizing. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 3 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. ARRINGTON) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

Reverend Brian Chrzastek, O.P., Do-
minican House of Studies, Washington, 
D.C., offered the following prayer: 

All powerful and ever-living God, 
thankful for the peace and security of 
our Nation, won by the many sacrifices 
of those who have gone before us, we 
continue to seek Your aid, those who 
serve our country in this Congress and 
all who assist them. 

We humbly ask that You strengthen 
them by Your grace. May they con-
tinue selflessly in the fulfillment of 
their duties. May they vigorously tend 
to the constituencies that they rep-
resent. May they be fair and attentive 
in their deliberations with their fellow 
representatives. And while mindful of 
particular interests, may they also 
seek to benefit all of this Nation and 
all of humanity itself. 
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