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House of Representatives 
The House met at noon and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. WEBER of Texas). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
March 5, 2018. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable RANDY K. 
WEBER, Sr. to act as speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 8, 2018, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties. All time shall be 
equally allocated between the parties, 
and in no event shall debate continue 
beyond 1:50 p.m. Each Member, other 
than the majority and minority leaders 
and the minority whip, shall be limited 
to 5 minutes. 

f 

AMERICAN ENERGY 
INDEPENDENCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to bring attention to progress on 
a critical nationwide initiative: Amer-
ican energy independence. Energy is a 
bedrock industry of the American eco-
nomic machine. Energy fosters innova-
tion and has seen substantial leaps in 
efficiency, which have led to a dra-
matic expansion in scale. 

To highlight the important progress 
our oil and gas producers have 

achieved, we need to look no further 
than my home State of Kansas, even 
just to think back to my childhood 
being raised up in Butler County, Kan-
sas, which, during World War I, was the 
world’s largest producer of oil. 

Kansas has long been known for our 
production in agriculture and aviation. 
It is the spirit of innovation that has 
pushed Kansans to utilize their vast 
and diverse energy opportunities. The 
Wheat State is, in fact, a top-10 State 
for crude oil production and has the 
Hugoton gas area, one of the top-pro-
ducing natural gas fields in the United 
States. 

These factors give Kansas the oppor-
tunity to be a leader in the national ef-
fort to eliminate our dependence on 
foreign oil. In fact, American energy 
exports now compete with Middle East 
oil for buyers in Asia. Daily trading 
volumes of U.S. oil futures contracts 
have more than doubled in the past 
decade. 

I was reminded of the size of the ex-
port opportunity this past week when I 
was in Mexico City in NAFTA discus-
sions. With improved delivery systems 
and more efficient extraction methods, 
the United States is now exporting 
more than 1.7 million barrels of crude 
oil each day, with an increase of 11 per-
cent expected by 2019. The economic 
impacts of increased United States out-
put are encouraging to everyone in the 
industry who has fought through tough 
times with low crude oil prices. 

This expansion has shaved our Na-
tion’s oil imports by 20 percent over 
the past decade and provided 21st cen-
tury careers in rural communities. 
Since the 2008 peak, we have lowered 
consumer prices for domestic gasoline 
by 37 percent. 

Just a few short years ago, no one 
would have imagined the United States 
could have increased production of oil 
and natural gas while still cutting 
greenhouse gas emissions, which are 
now near 25-year lows, yet we have. 

These advancements are evidence of 
the ingenuity of our producers. Fur-
ther, they show that we have balanced 
energy production and environmental 
stewardship. 

For the first time in generations, 
American energy policy is focusing on 
domestic production, global leadership, 
and economic opportunity. And that is 
something worth recognizing. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 3 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. ARRINGTON) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

Reverend Brian Chrzastek, O.P., Do-
minican House of Studies, Washington, 
D.C., offered the following prayer: 

All powerful and ever-living God, 
thankful for the peace and security of 
our Nation, won by the many sacrifices 
of those who have gone before us, we 
continue to seek Your aid, those who 
serve our country in this Congress and 
all who assist them. 

We humbly ask that You strengthen 
them by Your grace. May they con-
tinue selflessly in the fulfillment of 
their duties. May they vigorously tend 
to the constituencies that they rep-
resent. May they be fair and attentive 
in their deliberations with their fellow 
representatives. And while mindful of 
particular interests, may they also 
seek to benefit all of this Nation and 
all of humanity itself. 
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May all of us ever strive to realize 

the good whose possibility You call on 
us to trust, in what we see before us 
today and what awaits us tomorrow. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentlewoman from Indiana (Mrs. 
BROOKS) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MADIGAN MCGRATH 

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize a constituent of 
mine from Bucks County, Pennsyl-
vania. Her name is Madigan McGrath, 
an honor student who works two jobs, 
volunteers with the Big Brothers Big 
Sisters, takes three dance classes per 
week, has an active social life, and hap-
pens to have type 1 diabetes. 

When Madigan was 13 years old, she 
was diagnosed with type I diabetes. 
Madigan took it in stride, much 
quicker than expected. Before she even 
left the hospital, she asked if there was 
a brochure that she could give her 
friends to explain type 1 diabetes. 
Learning that one did not exist, Mad-
igan made one herself. 

Madigan takes every opportunity to 
educate others about this disease and 
has spread awareness of it. Through her 
fundraising, Madigan made a video 
about her illness and lifestyle. One of 
the quotes she used was: ‘‘Diabetes 
doesn’t define me; I define diabetes.’’ 

She now wants to pursue a career in 
the medical field, specifically in pedi-
atric endocrinology, so that she can 
help other kids with type 1 diabetes. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to join my col-
leagues in thanking Madigan for her 
commitment to helping others with 
this disease and educating the commu-
nity and the country about type 1 dia-
betes. 

f 

HONORING DEPUTY JACOB 
PICKETT 

(Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Deputy Jacob 

Pickett of the Boone County Sheriff’s 
Office, who paid the ultimate sacrifice 
and sacrificed his life on the job last 
Friday. 

As Boone County Sheriff Mike 
Nielsen said about Jake, as those who 
are close to him called him: There will 
forever be a loss felt in our community 
for him. He was a warrior, and he died 
laying down his life for you. He will 
never be forgotten. 

Last Friday morning, 34-year-old 
Boone County Sheriff’s Deputy Jacob 
Pickett was attempting to arrest a per-
son who had an outstanding warrant. 
As is so common, one department 
helped out another, and Deputy Pick-
ett joined police officers from the Leb-
anon Police Department in pursuit. 
During that pursuit, he was fatally 
shot. Tragically, he will never return 
home to his loved ones and is leaving 
behind a wife, Jen, two very young 
children, and his beloved K–9 partner, a 
German Shepherd named Brick. 

The last time a Boone County officer 
was killed in the line of duty was over 
80 years ago, in 1935. 

Deputy Pickett also served as a Tip-
ton County Sheriff’s Department dep-
uty and served at the Marion County 
Jail, all counties I represent in the 
Fifth District of Indiana. He has led 
the Boone County Sheriff’s Department 
K–9 Team for the last 2 years and 
worked with Brick around the clock. 
He was known by his childhood friend 
as a good guy all around who was kind, 
compassionate, and generous. He dedi-
cated his life to serving others and con-
tinues to do so even now, as an organ 
donor. 

As Sheriff Nielsen said, that thin 
blue line was crossed. I offer my deep-
est condolences to Deputy Pickett’s 
family, to the Boone County Sheriff’s 
Department and their friends, the men 
and women in law enforcement who 
mourn his loss and will cherish his 
memory forever. 

f 

FRUIT OF THE POISONOUS TREE 

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
there is a legal term called ‘‘fruit of 
the poisonous tree.’’ 

If the evidence, or tree, is tainted, 
then anything gained from the evi-
dence, the fruit, is tainted as well. 

A former FBI Director intentionally 
leaked questionable memos about 
President Trump, hoping it would lead 
to the appointment of a special pros-
ecutor. It did. Since the evidence for a 
special prosecutor was tainted, the ap-
pointment of the special prosecutor 
was tainted, too. If the premise is 
faulty, the conclusion is faulty. 

To continue the investigation is to 
violate a legal principle and dishonor 
our system of justice. The process is 
poisoned. The special prosecutor should 
cease and desist. 

USS ‘‘CARL VINSON’’ MAKES A 
PORT CALL IN VIETNAM 

(Mr. HILL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, this week, 
the USS Carl Vinson arrives in Da 
Nang, Vietnam. This is the first visit of 
a U.S. aircraft carrier to Vietnam in 
four decades, and obviously for a very 
different purpose. Together, Vietnam 
and America are demonstrating the im-
portance of open sea lanes for com-
merce, security, and regional develop-
ment. 

Arriving aboard the USS Carl Vinson 
is a young officer named Tower Cook. 
Tower is from Dallas, Texas, and the 
grandson of former U.S. Senator John 
G. Tower of Texas. Senator Tower was 
elected to the Senate in a 1961 special 
election and served the people of Texas 
for 24 years. He led the implementation 
of President Reagan’s strategy of a 
larger, competitive, modern Navy, and 
it was an honor for me to work for him 
the final 2 years of his term in office. 

President Reagan and Senator Tow-
er’s vision of the importance of the 
Navy is illustrated by this week’s visit 
of the Carl Vinson to Vietnam. Senator 
Tower, also a master chief petty offi-
cer, is looking down from his heavenly 
perch with great pride in seeing his 
grandson, Tower Cook, and the success 
of the United States Navy. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE HON-
ORABLE VICKY HARTZLER, MEM-
BER OF CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable VICKY 
HARTZLER, Member of Congress: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, February 28, 2018. 
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to notify you 
formally pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules 
of the House of Representatives that I have 
been served with civil subpoenas for docu-
ments and deposition testimony, issued by 
the United States District Court for the Dis-
trict of Maryland. 

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I have determined that compli-
ance with the subpoenas is not consistent 
with the privileges and rights of the House. 

Sincerely, 
VICKY HARTZLER, 

Member of Congress. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 
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