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The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

LANCE CORPORAL JORDAN 8.
BASTEAN POST OFFICE

Mr. PALMER. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2673) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 514 Broadway Street in Pekin,
Illinois, as the ‘‘Lance Corporal Jordan
S. Bastean Post Office”.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2673

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. LANCE CORPORAL JORDAN S.
BASTEAN POST OFFICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 514
Broadway Street in Pekin, Illinois, shall be
known and designated as the ‘‘Lance Cor-
poral Jordan S. Bastean Post Office’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Lance Corporal Jordan
S. Bastean Post Office”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Alabama (Mr. PALMER) and the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. CLAY) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Alabama.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PALMER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Alabama?

There was no objection.

Mr. PALMER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 2673, introduced by the gentle-
woman from Illinois (Mrs. BUSTOS).

H.R. 2673 names the post office at 514
Broadway Street in Pekin, Illinois,
after Lance Corporal Jordan S.
Bastean. Lance Corporal Jordan S.
Bastean enlisted in the United States
Marine Corps after graduating high
school. He deployed to the Helmand
province of Afghanistan, where, on Oc-
tober 23, 2011, he gave his life in service
of our country.

H.R. 2673 pays tribute to Corporal
Bastean’s sacrifice. I urge my col-
leagues to support the bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to join my
colleagues in consideration of H.R.
2673, a bill to designate the facility of
the U.S. Postal Service located at 514
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Broadway Street in Pekin, Illinois, as
the Lance Corporal Jordan S. Bastean
Post Office.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as she
may consume to the gentlewoman from
Illinois (Mrs. BUSTOS) to tell us more
about Lance Corporal Jordan S.
Bastean.

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my friend from the great State of Mis-
souri (Mr. CLAY) for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of my bill, which would designate the
post office in Pekin, Illinois, as the
Lance Corporal Jordan S. Bastean Post
Office.

A 2010 graduate of Pekin Community
High School, Jordan was a 4-year cadet
in the Junior ROTC and was the cap-
tain of the air rifle team. As an avid
hunter, an athlete, and a big fan of
taking his dad’s Jeep off-roading, he
was the very definition of what it
means to be a Midwesterner.

Just like a lot of young men and
women from the heartland, Jordan be-
lieved in service, and he believed in
being the best he could be. That is why
he joined the Marines. And Lance Cor-
poral Bastean’s commitment to service
was so infectious that his dad quit his
job and followed him into the military.

But on October 23, 2011, during his
first deployment to Afghanistan, Lance
Corporal Bastean made the ultimate
sacrifice for our Nation in the Helmand
province. Back home, Steve and Kathy
Bastean lost their only child at the age
of 19.

Mr. Speaker, this Saturday, when his
family releases balloons at his grave
site to mark what would have been
only his 26th birthday, I hope they
know that a grateful Nation mourns
with them.

On behalf of the families of the 17th
Congressional District of Illinois and
from the entire United States, I want
to offer my deepest condolences to the
entire Bastean family, to all of Lance
Corporal Bastean’s friends, and to all
of the brave men and women in uni-
form who fight for our freedom today.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further speakers. I urge the passage of
H.R. 2673, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. PALMER. Mr. Speaker, I urge
adoption of the bill, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Alabama (Mr.
PALMER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2673.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

TUSKEGEE AIRMAN POST OFFICE
BUILDING

Mr. PALMER. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 4406) to designate the facility of
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the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 99 Macombs Place in New
York, New York, as the ‘“Tuskegee Air-
man Post Office Building’’, as amend-
ed.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4406

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. TUSKEGEE AIRMEN POST OFFICE
BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 99
Macombs Place in New York, New York,
shall be known and designated as the
“Tuskegee Airmen Post Office Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Tuskegee Airmen Post
Office Building”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Alabama (Mr. PALMER) and the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. CLAY) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Alabama.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PALMER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Alabama?

There was no objection.

Mr. PALMER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 4406, introduced by the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr.
ESPAILLAT).

H.R. 4406 names the U.S. Post Office
at 99 Macombs Place, New York, New
York, after the Tuskegee Airmen. The
Tuskegee Airmen were a squadron of
skilled pilots in World War II who were
the first African-American military
aviators in the U.S. Armed Forces.
This bill honors their skill and service
to the Nation.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this legislation, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to join my
colleagues in consideration of H.R.
4406, as amended, to designate the fa-
cility of the U.S. Postal Service lo-
cated at 99 Macombs Place in New
York City as the Tuskegee Airmen
Post Office Building.

As we know, the Tuskegee Airmen
had an impeccable record of saving
American lives during World War II.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
New York (Mr. ESPAILLAT) to tell us
the history of the esteemed Tuskegee
Airmen.
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Mr. ESPAILLAT. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank Congressman LAcY CLAY for
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yielding time, as well as Ranking
Member ELIJAH CUMMINGS and Chair-
man TREY GOwDY for their support in
bringing this bill to the floor.

I rise today in strong support of H.R.
4406, my bill to designate the post of-
fice located at 99 Macombs Place in
New York, New York, as the Tuskegee
Airmen Post Office Building.

The Tuskegee Airmen hold a historic
significance as the first Black military
aviators to serve in the U.S. Army Air
Corps during the peak of World War II.
At the time, racial segregation re-
mained in the U.S. Armed Forces as
well as much of the country. These
men were treated as second-class citi-
zens, and much of the military estab-
lishment believed back then that Black
soldiers were inferior to White soldiers.
The Tuskegee Airmen proved them
wrong.

Collectively, they earned more than
150 Distinguished Flying Crosses, and
they flew missions in secondhand P-40
planes, which were slower and more
difficult to maneuver. Yet, in their
more than 200 escort missions, the
Tuskegee Airmen had a better success
rate than any other escort groups of
the 156th Air Force.

The Tuskegee Airmen were active in
fighting against Jim Crow laws in the
South, and their success and bravery
encouraged the eventual integration of
the U.S. Armed Forces. Many of the
men who served in this squadron dedi-
cated their lives to fighting for racial
equality and civil rights.

Among the Tuskegee Airmen was a
26-year-old second lieutenant of Do-
minican heritage named Esteban
Hotesse. Mr. Hotesse immigrated to
the United States through Ellis Island
at the age of 4 with his mother. He
went on to serve as a pilot for 3 years
with the Tuskegee Airmen before being
killed during a military exercise in
1945.

Naming this post office after the
Tuskegee Airmen is a fitting tribute to
honor their memory and contributions
to this country. I am proud to have
sponsored this bill and look forward to
the Tuskegee Airmen’s legacy living on
in my district for many, many years to
come.

Mr. PALMER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from New York for
bringing up this bill.

The State of Alabama takes immense
pride in the Tuskegee Airmen for their
skill and courage.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to make
the gentleman from Missouri aware
that I have no further speakers, and I
am prepared to close.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further speakers, and I urge the pas-
sage of this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. PALMER. Mr. Speaker, 1 urge
the adoption of the bill, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in strong support of H.R. 4406, which
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designates the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 99 Macombs Place
in New York, New York, as the “Tuskegee Air-
men Post Office Building.”

H.R. 4406 is a fitting tribute to the African
American men who fought heroically and
against great odds and personal hardships, in
World War Il and is long overdue.

The 332nd Fighter Group and the 477th,
Bombardment Group of the United States
Army Air Forces, which will be forever known
as the “Tuskegee Airmen,” were instrumental
in the Allied Powers victory in World War I,
and is by any standard American heroes.

For these reasons it is a fitting tribute that
we honor these men by naming the Post Of-
fice at 99 Macombs Place, in Harlem, New
York after them.

A few years ago about this time, | was hon-
ored to join my colleagues, Congressman
JOHN LEWIS and Congressman CHARLES RAN-
GEL, a Korean War veteran, in paying tribute
to surviving members of the Tuskegee Airmen
and the 555th Parachute Infantry, the famed
“Triple Nickels” at a moving ceremony spon-
sored by the U.S. Army commemorating the
50th Anniversary of the 1964 Civil Rights Act.

The success of the Tuskegee Airmen in es-
corting bombers during World War I[l—achiev-
ing one of the lowest loss records of all the
escort fighter groups, and being in constant
demand for their services by the allied bomber
units—is a record unmatched by any other
fighter group.

So impressive and astounding were the
feats of the Tuskegee Airmen that in 1948, it
helped persuade President Harry Truman to
issue his famous Executive Order No. 9981,
which directed equality of treatment and op-
portunity in all of the United States Armed
Forces and led to the end of racial segrega-
tion in the U.S. military forces.

It is a source of enormous and enduring
pride that my father-in-law, Phillip Ferguson
Lee, was one of the Tuskegee Airmen.

Clearly, what began as an experiment to de-
termine whether “colored” soldiers were capa-
ble of operating expensive and complex com-
bat aircraft ended as an unqualified success
based on the experience of the Tuskegee Air-
men, whose record included 261 aircraft de-
stroyed, 148 aircraft damaged, 15,553 combat
sorties and 1,578 missions over Italy and
North Africa.

These outstanding African American men
defied all odds and became military pilots
when the United States was still subject to Jim
Crow Laws and the American military was still
segregated.

Not only were these men exceptional sol-
diers who fearlessly defended this nation, but
they were torchbearers who illuminated a path
for countless African Americans to follow.

The Tuskegee Airmen proved that the anti-
dote to racism is excellence in performance.

This bill would honor the unsung heroes of
World War 1l who valiantly fought to defend
this nation and pioneered a movement that led
to the desegregation of the American military.

For these reasons, | am proud to support,
H.R. 4406; and | ask my colleagues to join me
in voting to pass this fitting tribute to American
heroes.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Alabama (Mr.
PALMER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4406, as
amended.

H1349

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. PALMER. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

LANCE CORPORAL THOMAS E. RIV-
ERS, JR. POST OFFICE BUILDING

Mr. PALMER. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 4646) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 1900 Corporate Drive in Bir-
mingham, Alabama, as the ‘“‘Lance Cor-
poral Thomas E. Rivers, Jr. Post Office
Building”’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4646

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. LANCE CORPORAL THOMAS E. RIV-
ERS, JR. POST OFFICE BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 1900
Corporate Drive in Birmingham, Alabama,
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘Lance
Corporal Thomas E. Rivers, Jr. Post Office
Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Lance Corporal Thom-
as E. Rivers, Jr. Post Office Building”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Alabama (Mr. PALMER) and the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. CLAY) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Alabama.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PALMER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Alabama?

There was no objection.

Mr. PALMER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 4646. This bill names the post
office at 1900 Corporate Drive in Bir-
mingham, Alabama, after Lance Cor-
poral Thomas E. Rivers, Jr.

Corporal Rivers was a resident of
Hoover, Alabama, and a graduate of
Briarwood Christian School.

Both of Rivers’ grandfathers served
in the military, and he desired to fol-
low in their footsteps. Corporal Rivers
wrote in a high school essay that he
“wanted to be a marine since he was 10
years old,” and that he believed ‘‘join-
ing the Marines would be a good experi-
ence for him because it would teach
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