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So we need people of goodwill on both
sides of the issue, on both sides of the
aisle, to understand how equality is ar-
rived at and come together and do the
things that we need to do in order to
make this a more perfect Union. I be-
lieve in that. I have not always seen it,
but I believe that we need to continue
to strive to make this a more perfect
Union, to live out the mantra of this
great Nation.

This is the greatest country in the
world, no question about it, absolutely
incredible, but let’s live up to it. Let’s
really live up to what this Nation
stands for, because you don’t need peo-
ple who are citizens here that don’t be-
lieve in what you are saying.

Every day, we get up and we pledge
allegiance to the flag like every other
resident, every other citizen in this
country, but every once in a while it
fails us. We need to stay vigilant. We
at the Congressional Black Caucus will
be the voice and be vigilant on this
floor in this House for people through-
out this country who seem to be on the
wrong side of this issue.
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Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, how much
time do I have remaining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HOLLINGSWORTH). The gentleman from
Pennsylvania has 6 minutes remaining.

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, what oth-
ers have heard this evening from the
Congressional Black Caucus is sort of
like a canary in the mine. The Kerner
Report, when President Johnson estab-
lished it 50 years ago, was an attempt
to shine a light and to send a warning
that we were two nations, one Black
and one White. And for every Member
who stood up here and spoke, they all
talked about how proud they are, as
Americans; and that we all recognize
the beauty and the idea of America and
what it has meant.

I come from the city of Philadelphia,
where it all started. In those conversa-
tions, there is no question it started
out as a very flawed document, where
African Americans and women basi-
cally were left out of that discussion.

But as you think about what my
good friend from Minnesota said as he
laid out the historical aspect to where
we are here in 2018 and the opportunity
we have—because I do believe we have
an opportunity, and I do believe it is
not any more words on paper. It is not
a report or anything. It is a question of
what is in our hearts collectively.

I don’t think this is a Democrat or
Republican issue. I don’t think this is a
Black or White issue. I think this is an
issue about inclusion and involvement.
I think that when you go back to that
report that talks about the underlying
causes of the civil unrest in these com-
munities across this country, I think
that we all have an obligation to try to
address those issues.

The issues are very fundamental.
May you live in rural America, or
urban America, or suburban America,
you Kknow, everybody needs quality
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healthcare. Everyone needs a job op-
portunity. Everyone needs a good, solid
education. And those things we should
not take lightly. All of those things,
we all need.

So what we, as the Congressional
Black Caucus, attempted to do is con-
tinue to raise the consciousness and to
get people to understand that we still
have a lot of work to do. This should
not be taken lightly; that we all recog-
nize that though, as Dr. King used to
say, we have come over here on dif-
ferent boats, we are in the same boat
now; and that boat is America; that
boat is we are in a much more competi-
tive world than in 1968. This is 2018.
The world has radically changed.

The question is: Are we going to be in
the forefront of the change, or are we
going to be in the back of change?

I like to believe we should be in the
forefront of change. I like to believe
that we all understand, as a country,
that it is in our collective interests to
work together and to make a dif-
ference. I am not saying to you it will
be easy. And it was not easy in 1968.

As I said, President Johnson was a
Democrat, but he did not heed the re-
port the way he should have probably
heeded it. But it is no use talking
about the past.

The question is: How do we deal with
the future, and where do we go?

We should applaud him and others for
at least having the discussion. We
should not be fearful of discussion. We
should all recognize that we have some
challenges ahead for us in the 21st cen-
tury.

Again, I will repeat myself. It will
not be easy. It will take a lot of work,
and it will take us confronting those
issues that we face today. It is not
easy, as we have debated the issue
about healthcare or the issue about
jobs or the issue about education. Ev-
erybody wants to work. Everybody
wants a quality job and a quality op-
portunity. No one wants to sit on the
sidelines.

So we have a chance today, in my
view, to take advantage of the opportu-
nities. I hope we will, Mr. Speaker. 1
believe that all members of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus strongly feel
that way. I thank the chairman of our
caucus for initiating these efforts that
we have been doing for this last year or
so. I really appreciate that oppor-
tunity.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

——
HONORING PASTOR ED SEARS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the Chair recognizes the
gentlewoman from North Carolina (Ms.
FoxXx) for 30 minutes.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, yesterday,
Grace Baptist Church, in Winston-
Salem, North Carolina, paid tribute to
its pastor of the past 37 years, Ed
Sears, and his wife, Linda. Pastor
Sears is transitioning out of his role as
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senior pastor, and the members of the
church, along with people from across
the State, met to acknowledge the
leadership and inspiration provided by
Pastor Sears.

Pastor Sears is known as a servant of
God who is held in high esteem by all
who know him and his reputation. He
is a person who made those around him
feel loved. There is general agreement
that the love that he shows others is a
result of his commitment to and his re-
lationship with Jesus Christ.

He has made a difference in the lives
of thousands of others to whom he min-
istered whenever they were in need. He
has been totally committed to his min-
istry and been a true role model for us
all.

As he retires from a full-time min-
istry to face health challenges, we wish
him well. We know that he will deal
with these challenges in the same way
he has lived his life thus far, with
honor, integrity, strength, and faith
that will inspire others.

May God continue to bless you, Pas-
tor Sears.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania (at the
request of Ms. PELOSI) for today.

Mr. CLYBURN (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today.

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois (at the
request of Ms. PELOSI) for today.

Mr. DEFAZIO (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today on account of med-
ical procedure.

Ms. JACKSON LEE (at the request of
Ms. PELOSI) for today and March 6 on
account of representational duties in
district relating to Hurricane Harvey
recovery activities.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas
(at the request of Ms. PELOSI) for today
and March 6.

Mr. NEAL (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today.

————

SENATE BILLS REFERRED

Bills of the Senate of the following
titles were taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 1621. An act to require the Federal Com-
munications Commission to establish a
methodology for the collection by the Com-
mission of information about commercial
mobile service and commercial mobile data
service, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

S. 2372. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to provide outer burial recep-
tacles for remains buried in National Parks,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs; in addition, to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources for a period to
be subsequently determined by the Speaker,
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.
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