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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
f 

NORTHERN KENTUCKY 
UNIVERSITY’S FOUNDERS DAY 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, it is 
my privilege to highlight the 50th anni-
versary of the founding of Northern 
Kentucky University, NKU. I am proud 
to join with NKU’s more than 14,000 
students, its faculty and staff, and its 
supporters in marking the history of 
the institution. 

As northern Kentucky was previously 
the only region in the State without a 
traditional public university, many 
students lacked the opportunity to at-
tend a local 4-year institution of higher 
education that students in other re-
gions of Kentucky enjoyed. In re-
sponse, a bipartisan group of State leg-
islators from the region worked with 
Kentucky Governor Louie B. Nunn to 
establish a new school in 1968. Origi-
nally named Northern Kentucky State 
College, the school proved to be an at-
tractive option for local students from 
the region. Less than a decade later, as 
the campus continued to expand its 
programs and services to accommodate 
a growing student population, the 
school became a university, changing 
its name to Northern Kentucky Uni-
versity, NKU. Since that time, NKU 
has continued to thrive, adding more 
undergraduate, graduate, and even doc-
toral programs, which have attracted a 
broader base of students to the univer-
sity. These advancements, coupled 
with the region’s population growth 
and economic development, have been 
an immense benefit to Northern Ken-
tucky. 

NKU has also expanded athletic op-
portunities for its students and has 
built a number of strong teams. Having 
dominated NCAA Division II play with 
two women’s basketball national 
championships and one men’s soccer 
national championship, the Norse re-
cently transitioned into NCAA Divi-
sion I. With this new reclassification, 
the Norse teams have continued to 
excel. Winning the Horizon League 
tournament last year, the men’s bas-
ketball team earned their first trip to 
the NCAA Division I tournament. This 
year, the team’s hard work earned 
their title as the Horizon League’s reg-
ular season champions. In addition, the 
Norse have many other impressive 
teams and dedicated fans. 

On its golden anniversary, NKU has 
so much to be proud of. Under the lead-
ership of Interim President Gerard St. 
Amand, the school continues to grow 
in both size and prominence. It has ma-
tured into a comprehensive university 
that delivers innovative, student-cen-
tered education and engages in 
impactful scholarly and creative en-
deavors, all of which empower its grad-
uates to have fulfilling careers and 
meaningful lives. 

With successful alumni who have en-
tered a wide range of careers, from gov-
ernment leaders to entrepreneurs, to 

artists, and to coaches, NKU has helped 
more than 60,000 students achieve their 
dreams. For a half century, NKU has 
had a tremendous impact on the eco-
nomic, civic, and social vitality of the 
region, and all Kentuckians are bene-
fiting from having such an outstanding 
higher education institution in our 
Commonwealth. I would like to con-
gratulate the entire Northern Ken-
tucky University community on reach-
ing this Founders Day milestone, and I 
urge my Senate colleagues to join me 
in recognizing its accomplishments. 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, section 
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act 
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms 
sales as defined by that statute. Upon 
such notification, the Congress has 30 
calendar days during which the sale 
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to 
the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the Record the notifications which 
have been received. If the cover letter 
references a classified annex, then such 
annex is available to all Senators in 
the office of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Arlington, VA. 
Hon. BOB CORKER, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(I) of 
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended, 
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No. 
17–79, concerning the Navy’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of Japan for defense articles and serv-
ices estimated to cost $45 million. After this 
letter is delivered to your office, we plan to 
issue a news release to notify the public of 
this proposed sale. 

Sincerely, 
GREGORY M. KAUSNER, 

(For Charles W. Hooper, Lieutenant 
General, USA, Director). 

Enclosures. 
TRANSMITTAL NO. 17–79 

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of Offer 
Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Ex-
port Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of 
Japan. 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment * $40 million. 
Other $5 million. 
Total $45 million. 
(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-

tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase: 

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): 
Twenty-four (24) MK 15 Phalanx Close-in 

Weapon System (CIWS) Block IB Baseline 1 
to MK 15 Phalanx Block IB Baseline 2 Con-
version Kits. 

Non-MDE: Also included is support equip-
ment, spare parts, publications, software and 
associated support, and logistical support 
services, and other related elements of 
logistical and program support. 

(iv) Military Department: Navy (JA–P– 
NBE). 

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: None. 
(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-

fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None. 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained 

in the Defense Article or Defense Services 
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex. 

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 
March 2, 2018. 

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms 
Export Control Act. 

POLICY JUSTIFICATION 
Japan—MK 15 Phalanx Close-in Weapon Sys-

tem (CIWS) Block IB Baseline 2 Conversion 
Kits 
The Government of Japan has requested to 

buy twenty-four (24) MK 15 Phalanx Close-in 
Weapon System (CIWS) Block IB Baseline 1 
to MK 15 Phalanx Block IB Baseline 2 con-
version kits. Also included is support equip-
ment, spare parts, publications, software and 
associated support, and logistical support 
services, and other related elements of 
logistical and program support. The esti-
mated total case value is $45 million. 

This proposed sale will contribute to the 
foreign policy and national security of the 
United States by improving the security of a 
major ally that has been, and continues to 
be, a force for political stability and eco-
nomic progress in the Asia-Pacific region. 

The proposed sale will improve Japan’s ca-
pability in current and future defensive ef-
forts. Japan will use the enhanced capability 
as a deterrent to regional threats and to 
strengthen homeland defense. 

The proposed sale of this equipment and 
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region. 

The principal contractor will be Raytheon 
Missile Systems, Tucson, AZ. There are no 
known offset agreements proposed in connec-
tion with this potential sale. 

Implementation of this proposed sale will 
not require the permanent assignment of ad-
ditional U.S. Government or contractor rep-
resentatives in Japan. 

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed 
sale. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 17–79 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of Offer 

Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Ex-
port Control Act 

Annex Item No. vii 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology: 
1. The CIWS Block IB Baseline 2 represents 

an increase in threat acquisition and fire-
power accuracy over previous Block 1 Base-
line configurations. The Baseline 2 variant 
includes a radar improvement upgrade and 
an electro-optical sensor to improve weapon 
system performance against low-observable, 
sea-skimming threats, and provides im-
proved capability to concentrate hard-kill 
ordnance in a tighter pattern on the threat. 
The CIWS mount and spare hardware are 
UNCLASSIFIED. The radar improvement/up-
grade is the most sensitive portion of the 
Baseline 2 configuration. 

2. The CIWS Block 1B Baseline 2 systems 
and upgrade kits will result in the transfer 
of a highly accurate close-in engagement 
technology and ship self-defense capability. 
The equipment, hardware, and the majority 
of documentation are UNCLASSIFIED. The 
embedded software and operational perform-
ance are classified CONFIDENTIAL. The 
seeker/electro-optical control section and 
the target detector are UNCLASSIFIED, but 
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