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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. HARPER).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
March 6, 2018.

I hereby appoint the Honorable GREGG
HARPER to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 8, 2018, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties. All time shall be
equally allocated between the parties,
and in no event shall debate continue
beyond 11:50 a.m. Each Member, other
than the majority and minority leaders
and the minority whip, shall be limited
to 5 minutes.

———

SECURING THE FUTURE OF
DREAMERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. GUTIERREZ) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, yes-
terday was the deadline for the U.S.
Congress to secure the futures of hun-
dreds of thousands of Dreamers. Our
constituents, who grew up in the
United States, have been here at least
10 years, but do not have permanent
legal immigration status and, there-
fore, are deportable, vulnerable, and
exploitable.

And guess what? The cynics were
right, and Congress has taken no ac-
tion. There have been a few attempts,
but the reality is that Congress has not
passed a bill, and the opportunities for
us to pass a bill are dwindling.

How did we get here? How is it that
we always end up here when it comes
to immigration?

Well, it has been a failure of both
parties to act, to compromise, and to
legislate. But let’s be honest, the Presi-
dent doesn’t want these immigrants in
this country, and Republicans in Con-
gress only want to do what the Presi-
dent wants them to do because they
fear his tweets and the effect it might
have on their voters in November.

The President said he loved Dream-
ers. Remember? He wanted to preserve
DACA and treat them ‘“‘with heart.”” He
said he wanted to give a pathway to
citizenship for Dreamers, and he told a
group of lawmakers on national tele-
vision that he would take the political
heat and sign whatever bipartisan ap-
proach they were able to come up with,
but he was lying, again.

Just like his conversations with law-
makers on guns after the massacre in
Florida—also with the television cam-
eras rolling—what the President says
in public, what he does behind closed
doors, what he tweets, and what he
thinks from moment to moment do not
seem to be connected in any logical
way.

And when the cameras are turned off,
the radical rightwing whispers their or-
ders in the President’s ear, and he falls
right in line—whether it is with gun
manufacturers or the anti-immigration
nativists.

And when you cannot trust the Presi-
dent to have a stable opinion for more
than 2, maybe 3, hours, it makes it
hard for Republicans to figure out what
will please him and make him happy
from moment to moment.

Bipartisan proposals that could have
passed the House and the Senate were

brought to him and he rejected them,
saying that he wanted to eliminate
various types of legal immigration ave-
nues used by people, especially people
of color and people from the developing
world. Without these massive cuts to
legal immigration, the President just
wasn’t interested.

And we offered him money for his
silly, mindless, stupid, dimwitted, rac-
ist wall, but he rejected that, too.

In the end, this is not about Dream-
ers, it is not about the wall, it is not
about border security. Do you know
what it is about? It is about a deeply
held core belief of the President, and
many of his advisers, that there are
just too many people of color coming
legally to the United States. There are
too many family members of immi-
grants, unless those immigrants are
members of Trump’s own family.

It is clear that the President doesn’t
want immigrants who look like the di-
verse and colorful fabric of the world.
And he doesn’t want Dreamers who
were raised in the U.S. alongside of our
own children, who reflect the diversity
of America.

Now, to be fair, some of my Demo-
cratic colleagues are just as happy
about the injunctions in the Federal
courts that are keeping the Trump de-
portation machine from fully engaging
and going after Dreamers. Law-
makers—both Democrats and Repub-
licans—don’t need much encourage-
ment sometimes to just kick the can
down the road.

But let’s not kid ourselves. Relying
on the courts to save Dreamers is a
cop-out, and a lot of people are left out
if they do not already have DACA. And
for the ones who can renew their sta-
tus, we may be back here in a few days
or weeks trying to prevent the deporta-
tion of Dreamers and lots of other im-
migrants if the courts change course,
which they may.

So I will not let my colleagues in ei-
ther party rest.

[ This symbol represents the time of day during the House proceedings, e.g., [] 1407 is 2:07 p.m.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

Printed on recycled paper.

H1375



		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-13T07:57:46-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




