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history. Much of her early life was spent on a 
cattle ranch in the Medicine Lodge area of 
Clark County. From these beginnings she rec-
ognized the imperative to preserve and share 
the history of her area, as well as the sur-
rounding Idaho and Montana ranch and farm 
country. I applaud Bonnie for her agricultural 
service and the historical value she has added 
to her community. 

Operating a portion of his grandfather’s 
original homestead in Ririe, Robert Brown 
raises wheat, barley, and hay. Robert’s hard 
work has not gone unnoticed, in fact, he’s re-
ceived the Life Achievement Award from the 
Idaho Grain Producers Association, the Distin-
guished Service Award from the Idaho Wheat 
Commission, and various other awards. He 
has served on the Farm Service Agency 
Board and other agricultural and land use ad-
visory groups. From hosting delegates at his 
farm to representing the State of Idaho in sup-
porting legislation that benefits Idaho Farmers 
in Washington, D.C., Robert has been a great 
asset to the farming community. 

Starting at the young age of 14 with his own 
hay baling business, auctioneer Frank Priestly 
has been involved in agriculture his entire life. 
Frank and his wife, Susan, worked in agri-
culture together, establishing an 80-cow family 
dairy. Frank served as the President of the 
Idaho Farm Bureau for 18 years. One of his 
many accomplishments through the organiza-
tion was development and implementation of 
the Moving Agriculture to the Classroom Pro-
gram, or M.A.C., which enables educators’ ac-
cess to teaching modules on various agricul-
tural topics. Frank has represented his con-
stituent group of Farm Bureau members at the 
local, regional, state, and federal levels and 
mentored young producers. 

R.J. Smith grew up working on the family 
ranch near Tendoy, and is a graduate from 
Salmon high school R.J. competed on the 
rodeo team while attending the University of 
Utah before enlisting in the Army. During the 
Vietnam war, R.J.’s heroic efforts included fly-
ing helicopters. He used his flying skills while 
working on a bison ranch in Wyoming along 
with his wife, Grace. Since returning to the 
state of Idaho, R.J. has been honored as 
Lemhi County Cattle and Horse Grower of the 
year and Lemhi County Grassman of the year. 
Through his many years of service he has 
served as chairman of the Lemhi Irrigation 
District, along with various state livestock com-
mittees. He continues to be a great leader in 
water and irrigation policy which benefits wild-
life, fish and agriculture production. 

Having grown up on a farm in the Ririe, 
Idaho area, Stan Boyle understands the value 
of hard work and determination. The Eastern 
Idaho Agricultural Hall of Fame is an addition 
to the lengthy list of accolades awarded to 
Stan. School districts have honored him for his 
role as an educator, he is a member of the 
Idaho 4–H Hall of Fame, and the Bonneville 
County Cattlemen’s Association honored him 
with their Lifetime Achievement Award. As a 
mentor to countless youth in the community, 
Stan has helped shaped the future of agri-
culture in the area. 

Mr. Speaker, I sincerely thank these individ-
uals for their service and commitment to the 
agriculture communities in Eastern Idaho. 
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Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, as the Rank-
ing Democratic Member of the Commission on 
Security and Cooperation in Europe (U.S. Hel-
sinki Commission), I rise today to denounce 
the human rights abuses taking place across 
the globe. In particular, I call attention to the 
ongoing Syrian Civil War. 

Since 2011, it is estimated that almost 
500,000 Syrians have been killed with millions 
more displaced, creating a refugee crisis 
across Europe and the Middle East. On March 
15th, we will sadly mark the seventh anniver-
sary of the Syrian Civil War, which is one of 
the bloodiest wars of the last 70 years. 

I traveled to Syria in January 2010 and per-
sonally met with President Bashar aI-Assad. 
As I pressed him on the importance of hon-
oring the right of his people to exercise their 
civil liberties and fundamental freedoms, I 
knew immediately that he would not give in. 
Many others, like me, recognized this long be-
fore civil war erupted. And yet, years have 
passed without the necessary effort by the 
international community to stop the violence. 

On May 28, 2013, I sent a letter to former 
President Barack Obama and Ambassador 
Susan Rice, urging them to support imposing 
a no-fly zone over Syria, particularly in light of 
the continued indiscriminate shelling of inno-
cent civilians and the use of chemical weap-
ons by the Assad regime. I renewed my calls 
for a no-fly zone to President Obama again on 
September 25, 2015. 

Mr. Speaker, what we have witnessed since 
the start of this civil war is indiscriminate, bru-
tal attacks against civilians. The international 
community must no longer sit idly by and let 
more families be torn apart and more civilians 
become refugees. 

According to the United Nations (UN), near-
ly 3 million Syrian children have lived their en-
tire lives gripped by civil war. This is abso-
lutely outrageous, and something needs to 
happen, and it needs to happen now. 

Mr. Speaker, it has been seven years, let 
me repeat myself, seven years, since this civil 
war began. This crisis, in which millions of in-
nocent Syrians find themselves today, de-
mands our full attention and fervent commit-
ment to creating a strategy that will bring an 
end to the deplorable conditions facing the 
Syrian people. The need for immediate and 
strong action remains. With each passing day, 
the violence has grown more sectarian, milita-
rized, and radicalized at the cost of innocent 
Syrian lives. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE AMERICAN 
VITICULTURAL AREAS RESOLU-
TION 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, today 
Rep. LEE ZELDIN and I are introducing a reso-

lution that celebrates America’s wineries and 
vineyards and recognizes the importance of 
distinctive American winegrowing regions, in-
cluding those protected by American 
Viticultural Area (AVA) designations. 

I am particularly proud of Oregon’s AVAs 
and the world-renown pinots they produce. 
Nationally, there are more than 10,000 
wineries operating in all 50 states. These eco-
nomic powerhouses generated, directly and in-
directly, more than $219 billion for the United 
States economy last year and directly employ 
nearly 1 million Americans. Together, they 
make 10 percent of global wine production. 

American Viticultural Areas (AVAs) are des-
ignated wine-growing regions in the United 
States that have distinguishing features affect-
ing viticulture, including climate, geology, soils, 
physical features, and elevation. This year 
marks the 40th anniversary of the creation of 
the American Viticulture Area designation sys-
tem. AVA designations allow vintners to de-
scribe more accurately the origin of their wines 
and help them build and enhance the reputa-
tion and value of the wines they produce. 
They also help consumers identify wines they 
wish to purchase. 

For these reasons, we ask our colleagues to 
join us in recognizing the significant contribu-
tions to the economic and cultural life of the 
nation made by American wines and distinc-
tive American wine-growing regions and ac-
knowledging the value of American Viticultural 
Area designation in promoting American wines 
domestically and abroad. Together we should 
continue to support efforts to promote aware-
ness of and appreciation for distinctive Amer-
ican winegrowing. 

f 

IN HONOR OF LANETT WINNING 
AHSAA CLASS 2A HIGH SCHOOL 
BASKETBALL TITLE 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention today to recog-
nize Lanett High School for winning the Ala-
bama High School Athletic Association 
(AHSAA) Class 2A basketball state title for the 
third year in a row. 

This three-peat came after The Panthers 
beat St. Luke’s Episcopal on March 2, 2018 at 
the Legacy Arena at the BJCC in Birmingham, 
Alabama. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating the students and faculty of Lanett High 
School, the coaches, the players and all the 
Panthers fans on this exciting achievement for 
the third consecutive year. Go Panthers. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, on March 5, 
2018, I was not present for votes due to a 
medical procedure in my District. If I had been 
present, I would have voted: 

On Roll Call vote 92, on the Motion to Sus-
pend the Rules and Pass H.R. 3183, I would 
have voted Aye; and 
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On Roll Call vote 93, on the Motion to Sus-

pend the Rules and Pass, as Amended, H.R. 
4406, I would have voted Aye. 

On March 6, 2018, I was not present for 
votes due to flight delays. If I had been 
present, I would have voted: 

On Roll Call vote 94, on the Motion to Re-
commit with Instructions to H.R. 4607, I would 
have voted Aye; and 

On Roll Call vote 95, on Passage of H.R. 
4607, I would have voted No. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JAMES B. RENACCI 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

Mr. RENACCI. Mr. Speaker, had I been 
present, I would have voted Yea on Roll Call 
No. 92, and Yea on Roll Call No. 93. 
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HONORING COMMANDER 
CHRISTOPHER A. WEECH 

HON. CARLOS CURBELO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to recognize Commander Christopher A. 
Weech of the United States Navy. Com-
mander Weech has made a career of defend-
ing our nation’s freedom on the high seas for 
the past 34 years. Commander Weech was 
born and attended school in Key West, Flor-
ida, the southernmost point of Florida’s 26th 
District and the United States. CDR Weech’s 
military service has taken him far and wide. 
He has crossed the Equator four times and 
was initiated into the Solemn Mysteries of the 
Ancient Order of Shellbacks on 9 October 
1990. His commitment and dedication to serv-
ing our nation have earned Commander 
Weech the Meritorious Service Medal, Joint 
Service Commendation Medal, Navy Com-
mendation Medal (5 Gold Stars) and the Navy 
Achievement Medal (1 Gold Star). CDR 
Weech’s final assignment was as the Assist-
ant Chief of Staff for Training and Exercises 
on the staff of Commander, U.S. Fleet Cyber 
Command/U.S. TENTH Fleet. 

Now, after 34 years of service Commander 
Weech has decided to retire from the Navy. 
His leadership will certainly be missed, but we 
look forward to Commander Weech becoming 
an active part of the community as a civilian. 

His wife Jennifer and two daughters Jenna 
and Britain have a lot to be proud of. I am 
honored to recognize individuals such as CDR 
Weech who have given so much in service to 
our nation. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SERGEANT FIRST 
CLASS SAMMY L. DAVIS 

HON. JIM BANKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

Mr. BANKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Sergeant First Class 

Sammy L. Davis and congratulate him on re-
ceiving the Sachem Award. The Sachem 
Award, our state’s highest honor, is given an-
nually to a Hoosier with a lifetime of excel-
lence and moral virtue that has brought credit 
and honor to the state of Indiana. 

Sergeant First Class Davis has certainly met 
the criteria for this prestigious award. As a 
cannoneer with the 4th Artillery Regiment of 
the 9th Infantry Division, Sammy was sta-
tioned in South Vietnam in 1967. One day, his 
unit fell under heavy machine gun and mortar 
fire from the Vietcong. Without hesitation, 
Sammy manned a howitzer to provide cover 
for his unit. The howitzer caught fire and 
Sammy was blown into a foxhole after being 
struck by an enemy rifle round. Sergeant 
Davis courageously returned to the burning ar-
tillery piece to continue returning fire on the 
enemy. Although he sustained serious injuries 
from an enemy mortar round, Sammy picked 
up an air mattress and crossed a nearby river 
to rescue his wounded comrades. 

For his actions, President Lyndon B. John-
son awarded Sammy the Congressional Medal 
of Honor for extraordinary heroism at the risk 
of his life in 1968. Additionally, Sergeant First 
Class Davis was awarded the Silver Star, Pur-
ple Heart, National Defense Service Medal, 
Vietnam Service Medal, Republic of Vietnam 
Gallantry Cross and Republic of Vietnam 
Campaign Medal for his actions. 

I would like to congratulate Sammy and his 
wife, Dixie, on receiving this important award. 
Hoosiers are proud of the accomplishments of 
Sergeant First Class Sammy L. Davis and 
thank him for his service to our nation. 

f 

HONORING MS. MONICA MALPASS 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to honor Philadelphia staple 
Monica Malpass. A leading figure in her indus-
try and inductee to the Broadcast Pioneers 
Hall of Fame, Monica has been a vital contrib-
utor to the Philadelphia broadcasting world. 
Since 1988, the people of my district have en-
joyed watching her co-anchor the Action News 
at 5 p.m. Throughout her time in Philadelphia, 
Monica has been an active citizen in her com-
munity, raising her three kids in Center City. 

With a BA from UNC Chapel Hill in jour-
nalism and an MA in Political Science from 
Villanova, Monica brings a wealth of knowl-
edge to her interviews and roundtables. Just 
as impressive, Monica was a Rotary Scholar 
to the University of Puerto Rico, a graduate 
from the Brookings Institute’s ‘‘Inside Wash-
ington’’ program and a member of the World 
Affairs Council. This unique combination of 
education and experience has made Monica a 
distinguished and esteemed broadcaster. 

Monica’s credibility has allowed her to inter-
view some of the most important leaders in 
our nation’s modem history. That list includes 
President Barack Obama, President Gerald 
Ford, Vice President Joseph Biden, Vice 
President George H. W. Bush, Secretary Clin-
ton, and most astoundingly every U.S. sen-
ator, congressman, governor, state senator 
and representative from Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, and Delaware for the past 30 years. 

Beyond interviews, Monica has been involved 
in conferences, panels and award shows and 
has emceed the PA Conference for Women 
numerous times. 

Her leadership and skill will continue to be 
a crucial asset not only to the Philadelphia 
community, but to the entire media industry. 
Mr. Speaker, please join me today in recog-
nizing Monica’s years of service to the city of 
Philadelphia. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL 
MARFAN AWARENESS MONTH 

HON. BRIAN K. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize February as National Marfan 
Awareness Month with the hope that in-
creased awareness of Marfan syndrome and 
related heritable connective tissue disorders 
will save lives. 

Marfan syndrome is a rare genetic condi-
tion. About 1 in 5,000 Americans carries a mu-
tation in a gene called fibrillin–l which results 
in an overproduction of a protein called trans-
forming growth factor beta, or TGFB. The in-
creased TGFB impacts connective tissue and, 
since connective tissue is found throughout 
the body, Marfan syndrome features can 
manifest almost anywhere. Patients often have 
disproportionately long limbs, a protruding or 
indented chest bone, curved spine, and loose 
joints. However, it is not the outward signs 
that concern Marfan syndrome patients, but 
the effects the condition has on the body’s in-
ternal systems. Most notably, the aorta, which 
is the large artery that carries blood away from 
the heart, is weakened and prone to enlarge-
ment and potentially fatal rupture. 

An early and accurate diagnosis, regular 
monitoring, and medical interventions are nec-
essary to prevent cardiac events. This is why 
I believe it is important to develop a program 
to support, assist, and encourage states to in-
corporate Marfan syndrome testing into their 
sports screening criteria for at-risk young ath-
letes. Few states include Marfan syndrome 
testing in their sports screening for high school 
athletes which leads to Marfan syndrome-re-
lated thoracic aortic aneurysm and dissection, 
claiming the lives of young athletes across the 
country each year. 

I am proud to know the nation’s foremost or-
ganization working to support the Marfan com-
munity, the Marfan Foundation, through their 
strong advocacy work on Capitol Hill. The 
Foundation was founded in 1981 and has 
worked tirelessly to improve the lives of indi-
viduals affected by Marfan syndrome and re-
lated connective tissue disorders by advancing 
research, raising awareness, and providing 
support. 

I urge my colleagues to stand with me and 
reflect on the work that needs to be done to 
ensure that patients with rare conditions can 
expect to see sustained and meaningful im-
provements in their health and care over the 
next 30 years. I urge my colleagues to stand 
with me and recognize National Marfan 
Awareness Month. 
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